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THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland) took the Chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers.

CUTTS TRANSPORT PTY LTD, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PACKAGE

Statement by Deputy Premier

MR COWAN (Merredin - Deputy Premier) [2.03 pm]:  I am today advising Parliament of a financial assistance package
offered to Cutts Transport Pty Ltd, to assist that company to purchase and reopen the Bunnings engineering works in
Manjimup.  Assistance is being provided by way of a convertible interest free loan of $400 000 through the south west
industry restructuring program announced by the Government in October.

The purchase and re-establishment of the engineering works by Cutts Transport Pty Ltd is an expression of confidence in
the long-term future of Manjimup.  Cutts Transport Pty Ltd has had a 20-year involvement in timber hauling and is well
placed to make this judgment.  When the works closed in September 1999, 54 jobs were lost.  When the works reopen, an
initial 22 people will be employed with plans for further employment growth as the works establish new customers in other
local industries including transport, agriculture and the wine industry.

Cutts Transport Pty Ltd is a family-based company owned and operated by Terry, Julius and Doug Cutts of Manjimup. 
Financial assistance will be provided to Cutts Transport Pty Ltd as an interest free loan of $400 000.  This loan will convert
to a grant after five years provided an employment target of 30 full-time jobs is reached by at least year four and is sustained
for a period of 12 months.  This assistance is provided in recognition of this Government's commitment to the maintenance
of employment and the social structure of the south west.  The purchase and re-establishment of the engineering works in
Manjimup will provide a stimulus to the community and enhance Manjimup's capacity to support existing industries and
attract new investment.

I table the details of the financial assistance to be provided by the Government to Cutts Transport Pty Ltd.

[See paper No 372.]

VISIT TO THAILAND AND MALAYSIA

Statement by Minister for Labour Relations

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley - Minister for Labour Relations) [2.05 pm]:  I wish to report on a recent mission to Thailand
and Malaysia.  The mission's main purpose was to sign memoranda of understanding with relevant agencies in both
countries.  It was also an excellent opportunity to promote the export of Western Australian occupational safety and health
services and products.  Mission delegates included representatives from OSHNet and WorkSafe Western Australia.

OSHNet is a group of private Western Australian companies established in 1994 with a common interest in export markets. 
WorkSafe Western Australia has had a long-established relationship with relevant government and private agencies in
Malaysia.

Signing the memorandum with Malaysia's National Institute of Occupational Safety has strengthened the common objective
of promoting best practices in occupational safety and health.  The mission was also an opportunity for participants,
especially the private sector, to learn more about the Malaysian market, particularly the region's future economic direction,
business opportunities and joint venture relationships.

As a result of the mission, there have already been discussions between OSHNet members and several Malaysian public and
private organisations on potential joint ventures.  These include master trainer courses for competency skills training;
occupational safety and health management training and auditing; occupational safety and health consulting and auditing;
safety training for engineers and safety training for army officers.

The mission to Thailand included signing a memorandum of understanding with relevant government agencies.  It formalised
the supportive government-to-government link between WorkSafe Western Australia and its Thai counterparts.  It also
provides future trade opportunities for Western Australian companies.

The Thai program included site visits and individual meetings with key Thai personnel and organisations on business
opportunities.  Potential joint venture projects were discussed.  As a result, a leading Western Australian tertiary institution
is now making arrangements to visit Thailand to follow up further commercial interests, including training in occupational
safety and health.

Assessing the prospects of exporting into changing and uncertain international markets can be immensely difficult for
exporters.  This applies especially to small and medium-size enterprises, which represent the majority of the OSHNet
members with limited resources.  

For OSHNet members, the WA Government achieved a significant outcome from the mission.  It provided a unique
marketing opportunity to gain access to people of significance and influence in both Malaysia and Thailand.  The
Government helped OSHNet participants to focus their efforts and to get to know the market in a cost effective manner. 
The mission has also increased commercial and cultural understanding.  This has strengthened the Government's commitment
to enhancing and sustaining a greater long-term bilateral or multilateral relationship with our neighbour and to supporting
other trade activities.



[Tuesday, 16 November 1999] 3061

AUSTRALIAN TRAINING AWARDS

Statement by Minister for Employment and Training

MR KIERATH (Riverton - Minister for Employment and Training) [2.08 pm]:  I rise to make a brief ministerial statement
about recognition Western Australian trainers and trainees received in nominations for the 1999 Australian Training Awards. 
Western Australia was the only State in the country to have a finalist in every category; a significant achievement of which
we should all be proud.

Alison Gear is nominated as the Hamersley Iron Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Student of the Year.  She was awarded
a scholarship from BHP and recently completed a certificate in mining and exploration at the Central Metropolitan College
of TAFE.

Katherine Bodey completed a traineeship in hospitality practices through an opportunity offered at Fast Eddy's Cafe, and
has since been promoted to manager and training coordinator.

Peta Crane completed a diploma of human services at the Midland College of TAFE and the college nominated her for the
AlphaWest vocation student of the year.  Her commitment to helping young people includes being a residential youth worker
in a hostel for homeless people and a leader trainer for the Scout Association.

WesTrac Equipment apprentice of the year nominee is Grant Chettleborough, who completed a turf management
apprenticeship with Sun City Country Club, and who is now a valued employee.

The Kwinana Industries Council, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry and local high schools formed an "Excellence
in Education Compact", which has been most successful in helping students gain a better understanding of commerce and
industry and the work environment.  The C.Y. O'Connor College of TAFE is a nominee for the Australian training award. 
The surrounding wheatbelt area has special considerations of high Aboriginal unemployment, remote and rural residents
and problems with levels of education.  The college is developing specific needs programs, especially for Aboriginal
students.  
The South East Metropolitan College of TAFE was a training provider of the year finalist and is a recognised leader in
meeting the growing demand for school-based vocational training.  In addition to its main campus, the college now
comprises 37 autonomous business units closely aligned with business groups and can meet a diverse range of training needs. 
The family-run Shamrock Hotel in Northam was a finalist for the Prime Minister's small business award.

Mr Trenorden:  Yet another outstanding venture.

Mr KIERATH:  Yes, another one.  It has certainly had a lot of success.

All staff at the hotel have ongoing training and all senior managerial staff, including the owner, are accredited lecturers at
the C.Y. O'Connor College of TAFE.

Last Thursday, St John of God Health Care Subiaco was announced as the national winner in the employer of the year
category.  Austal Ships Pty Ltd won this category last year.  St John of God Health Care's win shows the outstanding training
position of Western Australian industries.  St John of God Health Care Subiaco believes that investment in education and
training is crucial to fulfilling its commitment of providing high-quality care.  Opportunities include both undergraduate and
postgraduate support.

The awards represent the highest honour offered in vocational training and these Western Australians deserve our warmest
congratulations.

KATH FRENCH CENTRE, STONEVILLE

Statement by Minister for Family and Children's Services

MRS PARKER (Ballajura - Minister for Family and Children's Services) [2.11 pm]:  Last Saturday I opened the Kath
French Centre in Stoneville.  The Kath French Centre is a purpose-built adolescent assessment centre that is part of an
overall strategy to improve the State Government's response to the needs of young people at risk.  Up to 100 at-risk young
people with social, emotional or behavioural problems will benefit each year from services provided at the centre, as well
as from a range of related follow-up support services.

The Kath French Centre is an improved way of responding to the needs of young people aged from 10 to 17 at risk who are
unable to live at home or who have frequently been in and out of care.  Staff will assess the individual needs of up to eight
young people at a time.  These young people will stay for up to six weeks.  Staff will assess the support services required
to better respond to family relationship issues, special educational needs, as well as possible mental health or general health
requirements, accommodation issues, or treatment needs for drug addiction.  The centre will give young people and their
families the opportunity they need to review their situation and to assess the services required to help them achieve a better
balance in their life.  The aim is to develop a package of support services for an individual young person, including referral
to appropriate placement options, to maximise their chance to lead a more stable and satisfying lifestyle.

The services provided by the $2.2m adolescent assessment centre will be complemented by dedicated services at three other
hostels, allowing for a far more comprehensive response to the needs of young people at risk.  The residents will not be
enrolled in local schools as the facility, which is situated in a semi-rural setting, has self-contained education and support
services.  The intensive assessment of the young person's individual needs will include an educational assessment and the
development of an educational plan for each young person.  An educational support worker will be at the centre to ensure
the plan is implemented.
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The Kath French Centre is based on the success of similar facilities in other parts of the world.  The Shire of Mundaring has
been working with Family and Children's Services to ensure that the site's community hall and heritage-listed chapel remain
accessible to the community while maintaining the privacy of the young people.  The department will continue to work
closely with the community and the council to develop a community access process.

It is appropriate to name the centre after the late Kath French AM who devoted her life to assisting others in the community. 
Mrs French's commitment to community service in the fields of child welfare, the arts, health, science and women's issues
remained constant until her death in 1994.  

Staff training will commence at the centre in the next few weeks and the centre will be fully operational early in the new year. 
I especially thank Shire President John Ellery, staff at the Shire of Mundaring and the member for Swan Hills for their
support throughout the process.

I table copies of an information pamphlet explaining the structure and operations of the Kath French Centre.

[See paper No 371.]

BILLS - ASSENT

Messages from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following Bills -

1. School Education Bill 1997.

2. Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 1999.

3. Water Services Coordination Amendment Bill 1999.

4. Midland Redevelopment Bill 1999.

BILLS - APPROPRIATIONS

Messages from the Governor received and read recommending appropriations for the purposes of the following Bills -

1. Financial Administration and Audit Amendment Bill 1999.

2. State Superannuation and Family Benefits Amendment Bill 1999.

BILLS - RETURNED

1. Acts Amendment (Fixed Odds Betting) Bill 1999.

2. Totalisator Agency Board Betting Tax Amendment Bill 1999.

Bills returned from the Council without amendment.

INTERFET FORCE IN EAST TIMOR, LETTER FROM MAJOR GENERAL COSGROVE

Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland):  I have received a letter from Major General Cosgrove, commander of INTERFET,
responding to the Parliament in the following terms -

Dear Mr President and Mr Deputy Speaker

Thank you both very much for the words of support and encouragement, on behalf of the members of the
Parliament of Western Australia, to all the men and women of the INTERFET Force in East Timor.  We have
received words of encouragement from all over the globe and the on going support from the people of Western
Australia is very much appreciated. 

INTERFET continue their good work to bring peace and security to the people and we pray and hope for a speedy
and safe return soon.

[Questions without notice taken.]

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE, UNANSWERED

MR BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the House) [2.52 pm]:  I advise the House that five questions on notice subject to
be answered under Standing Order No 80 are outstanding, four of which relate to ministers in the other House.

MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [2.53 pm]:  I placed questions on notice 30 and 120 to the Minister for Labour Relations on
the Notice Paper on 11 August, and these have been outstanding for more than three months.  I ask under Standing Order
No 80:  When might I receive replies?

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley - Minister for Labour Relations) [2.54 pm]:  Those responses are in the system.

THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland):  The Clerk has advised me that a large number of answers have been received by
Parliament and are being processed.  Members should give them a chance to be sorted, and they may find they need not ask
this question tomorrow. 
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EAGLE BAY SETTLEMENT, WATER-SEWERAGE PIPELINES

Petition

Mr Masters presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 134 persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned, request the Water Corporation to conduct a survey of all registered land owners within the
Eagle Bay settlement on the issue of water/sewerage pipeline location.  We make this request on the basis of strong
community opposition to the destruction of high quality native vegetation on road verges proposed to be used for
the laying of water and sewerage pipelines.  We urge the Water Corporation to locate these pipelines on the
previously agreed route or on an alternative route that will not cause unacceptable damage to remnant vegetation. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See petition No 62.]

BUNBURY, LAND CLEARING

Petition

Dr Edwards presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 1 020 persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled, we the undersigned do hereby ask the Minister for Planning to prevent HOMESWEST
and associated agents from clearing the old growth Tuart Forest on Lots Pt 302 & 303 of the South Bunbury
Structure Plan (extension of Shearwater).

Your petitioners request that you give this matter your earnest consideration, and your petitioners, as in duty bound,
will ever pray.

[See petition No 63.]

AUDIO-VISUAL BROADCASTING OF PROCEEDINGS OF LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Procedure and Privileges Committee Report

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Bloffwitch):  I present the report of the Procedure and Privileges Committee on audio-
visual broadcasting of the proceedings of the Legislative Assembly and move -

That the report do lie upon the Table of the House.

Question put and passed.

[See paper No 373.]

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS, TELEVISING

Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland):  Following the release of the report of the Standing Committee on Procedure and
Privileges relating to the broadcasting of the proceedings of this House, it is my intention to implement the principal
recommendation of the report and arrange for the television coverage of all the proceedings of the Legislative Assembly
conducted in this Chamber to be available to the media on and from the commencement of sittings scheduled for March next
year.

I have noted the comments made from time to time in this House and, in particular, on the motion to refer this matter to the
Procedure and Privileges Committee, which comments are generally supportive of media access to full coverage of the
proceedings in the House.  I have also been privy to the proceedings of the committee which produced the report.

Action on this matter is not something for the Government, but rather for the House and, in the absence of any formal motion
by the House to the contrary, I intend to carry out what I consider to be the wishes of the great majority of members of the
House.

The report makes a number of other recommendations, including availability of proceedings via the Internet, which I have
taken note of, and most of which are subject to funding.  Next year, I will report to the House on progress in relation to those
other recommendations.

I reaffirm that it is my intention to arrange for a live feed of all the proceedings in the Chamber to be available to the media
at the recommencement of this session, after the Christmas break.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND EXPENDITURE REVIEW COMMITTEE, ESTIMATES SURVEY

Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland):  Pursuant to a referral from the former Standing Orders and Procedure Committee, the
Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee is conducting an inquiry into the state budget estimates information
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and process.  The public accounts committee is today circulating a survey to all members of the Legislative Assembly
seeking feedback on the estimates process and information for its final report.

I strongly encourage members to respond to this survey so that the public accounts committee can make valuable
recommendations for improvements to the estimates process in this House.

LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN MINISTER FOR POLICE

Matter of Public Interest

THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland):  Today I received a letter from the member for Midland seeking to debate as a matter
of public interest the following motion -

That this House no longer has confidence in the Minister for Police who has failed to adequately acquaint himself
with, or in some cases denied the existence of, serious management problems in the Western Australia Police
Service which are now further substantiated by the release of the interim comments to Commissioner Falconer
under the Investigative Practices Review.

If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it.

[At least five members rose in their places.]

The SPEAKER:  The matter shall proceed on the usual basis, now detailed in the trial standing orders.

MRS ROBERTS (Midland) [3.01 pm]:  I move the motion.

For years now the Opposition has told this House of the dismal failures of the Court Government in policing.  The
Government has failed the Police Service and the community.  Complacent members opposite, such as the members for
Albany and Darling Range, have failed to do their job properly.  They saw their role as starting and finishing with the
appointment of a Commissioner of Police.  They mouthed his words and acted as his proxy in the Parliament.  They failed
to take responsibility for their portfolio.  When important issues were raised, they responded with a combination of cover-up,
subterfuge and denial.  We have seen nothing more than a public relations exercise, and they have been dismal failures even
at that.

The only unit in the Police Service which has had massive increases in resources during the Court Government's term of
office is the police media unit.  The problems are many.  One of the chief problems has been complacency of the ministers,
but I will highlight a few others for the information of the House.  The rates of crime are up.  That is evident from
information provided by the Australian Bureau of Statistics.  Western Australia leads the nation in a number of areas of
crime.  The clearance rates in WA are not good enough.  There are more than a dozen unsolved murders and missing
persons.

The Police Service is crying out for more resources for front-line officers; the public is demanding greater police presence. 
The Police Service is reactive and not proactive.  The road toll is escalating.  The Government has failed to act on such
things as putting all the money from the road trauma trust fund into road safety.  The Delta regionalisation has caused
massive problems.  There are conflicts of interest between the crime squads and the regional units.  There are huge problems
in the areas of financing and boundaries.  There are many individual stories of under-staffed and under-resourced regions
and squads.  Some officers are not completing the regular firearms training required of them.  One in four officers are failing
competency tests.  There are problems in the area of prostitution which the Government and the ministers have failed to
address.  They have failed to deal with police corruption.  No adequate answers have been provided on major inquiries, such
as the Argyle diamond case and the Frank Scott allegations.  People can have no confidence in the police internal affairs
unit, on the basis of information in the public arena in the past few months.

The minister has failed in a number of legislative areas, one of which is his failure to secure at a state and national level
increased penalties for outlaw motorcycle gang members, and others, who fail to cooperate with National Crime Authority
hearings.  The current penalty for failing to cooperate is still only $1 000.  Recent penalties imposed for first offences have
been approximately $500 and $750.  That would not secure anyone's cooperation, let alone a bikie's in a National Crime
Authority hearing.

They are the serious problems facing the Police Service in this State.  It is a disaster scenario. 

Mr Day:  Tell us one thing you would do. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  When the minister is not covering up or denying the problems, he dithers and puts his head in the sand. 
He has failed in his responsibilities and to be accountable to this Parliament.  He has also failed to be accountable to the
hardworking police officers and the public of this State.  His glowing references to Mr Falconer over the years and at his
farewell stand in stark contrast to the damning findings in this report.  His glowing references to Jack Mackaay and the
internal affairs unit also stand in stark contrast to any objective information provided. 

Mr Prince:  Are you reading this speech? 

Mrs ROBERTS:  No, I am not. 

Mr Prince:  I know who wrote it. 

Dr Gallop:  Don't be ridiculous!
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Mrs ROBERTS:  Would the minister like to make an allegation?  He should tell me who he thinks wrote it. 

Mr Prince:  Keep going.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister has made an allegation. 

Dr Gallop:  Do you want to look at the handwriting?

Mrs ROBERTS:  It is my handwriting and my speech.  The minister has made yet another pathetic allegation.  It was a very
cheap shot. 

The minister no longer tables in this House the comprehensive crime statistics that were tabled in 1995-96 and 1996-97. 
The then minister provided Western Australia Police Service statistics region by region, crime by crime and clearance rate
by clearance rate.  Either Mr Falconer or the minister decided that those statistics would no longer be tabled because they
did not want people to know in what areas they were failing to curtail crime in this State.  That is another damning indictment
of this minister.  Not only did he not seek to read the internal practices review report, to table it in this House and to make
it public - despite the fact that the taxpayers have paid $20 000 -

Mr Prince:  You have no idea what you are talking about.  It was tabled, it is public and it is paid for.  You do not know what
you are talking about. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  What I am talking about is made perfectly clear in this motion.  There is no question that Mr Ayton had
to go to the Information Commissioner to press his case before Mr Matthews finally - two years later - released the interim
report provided to Mr Falconer, who kept it locked in his safe.  This is not the only information that this minister and the
previous commissioner attempted to keep from the public.

Dr Gallop:  The commissioner did not have very much trouble keeping it from the minister because he was not interested. 

Mr Prince:  You would not know. 

Dr Gallop:  Yes I would; you have answered questions in Parliament.

Mrs ROBERTS:  Perhaps this minister can explain to the House why he no longer tables those comprehensive crime
statistics.  I put it to the House that it is because they would reflect very poorly on the minister's management of the Police
Service in this State and on his Government's attempts to curtail crime. 

Mr Day:  So you do not have confidence in the management of the Police Service. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  I do not have confidence in the current Police Minister and I did not have confidence in the former
minister.  I am not alone in lacking that confidence.  The Minister for Police needs to take off his rose-coloured glasses and
take his role more seriously.  His job is one of the most important in the State because he must provide for the safety and
the security of the people of this State.  He has failed in that role and failed even to take a half-way decent interest in his
portfolio.  I cannot believe that a member who took on the role of Minister for Police some six months after this report was
given to Mr Falconer did not seek to see it.  He knew that the Scottish officers had been here and that they had prepared a
report at the cost of some $20 000 of taxpayers' money.  They conducted an independent and comprehensive review, yet
he failed even to ask to be able to read the report, from what we can gather.

Mr Prince:  The March 1998 report to which you are referring was made public and subject to a Delta update.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister should not try to obfuscate by referring to two separate reports.

Mr Prince:  You are talking about the $20 000 report.  Here it is.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The report I have is the one we are talking about today.

Mr Prince:  That did not cost $20 000.  You are misleading the place.

Mrs ROBERTS:  To have the Scottish experts here certainly cost $20 000.

Mr Prince:  This report is what they produced.

Mrs ROBERTS:  So who produced this report?

Mr Prince:  They produced it.  They also produced this report.

Mrs ROBERTS:  That is the sanitised version.

Mr Prince:  I see.

Mrs ROBERTS:  Absolutely.  I asked questions in the House about this report.  We can look at the answers provided by the
member for Darling Range when he was Minister for Police.  He was asked about the Scottish experts and the report that
they were preparing.  On 10 March 1998 Mr Day replied not on his own behalf but on behalf of the commissioner, because
he referred to the commissioner's press release.  The answer reads -

The Commissioner, in his press release stated that to improve the level of service to the people of Western Australia
and assess the overall effectiveness of the organisation and, as part of this process, they have embarked on a
comprehensive review of police investigative practices.  To achieve the most impartial and expert assessment, some
independence is needed and this is best provided by outside practitioners.  This is a practice that is common in most
large organisations where program evaluation is part of good management.
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That is what the minister said in March 1998 when the interim report was already available.

Mr Day:  It was largely irrelevant to the whole process.  What is relevant is the report the minister has held up, into which
those officers had a major input.  That is the report which has been made public.

Mrs ROBERTS:  That is not their report.  That is the report of the professional standards portfolio, is it not?

Mr Prince:  It is headed "Professional Standards Portfolio", and is the investigative practices review final report.  It was
written by the Scottish officers.

Mrs ROBERTS:  This report is the Scottish experts' input into it.  The minister should not try to pretend it is something other
than that.  His predecessor is on record pointing that out.  Let us look at the minister's pathetic responses in the House.  In
June 1999, when the minister was asked about the freedom of information request of Mr Falconer, he said -

Mr Prince:  Freedom of information request of him or to him?

Mrs ROBERTS:  I do not understand the point the minister is making.

Mr Prince:  I heard you say "freedom of information request of Mr Falconer".  I do not know of any FOI request made by
Bob Falconer, so I am merely asking whether you mispronounced that and it should be an FOI request to him; and, if so,
by whom?

Mrs ROBERTS:  By Mr Ayton.  I believe I said that.

Mr Prince:  No, you did not.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister's answer was as follows -

The report regarding investigatory practices was commissioned within the Western Australia Police Service.  It is
for the management of the Police Service, particularly the command executive, to action and do whatever is
appropriate.

That is how interested the minister was.  He went on to say -

I do not have a copy . . . It is a management matter for the Police Service; it has the report and how it chooses to
action that report is up to it.

He belatedly said at the end -

I will consider getting hold of the report.

This is the only independent report; this is the report that was compiled by the Scottish experts.  If, as late as today, the
minister still believes that what he has is their final report, he is wrong.  That is a report of the professional standards
portfolio into which elements of this have been incorporated.  Perhaps it is about time that the minister realises that he is
the one who has been very poorly informed in this whole matter.

I draw to the attention of the House the numerous difficulties that I have highlighted over the period that the member for
Darling Range and then the member for Albany have been Minister for Police.  The Opposition has highlighted these
inadequacies which have appeared in the damning report by those Scottish experts.  In May 1997 I highlighted the
Government's cuts to the number of metropolitan police.  I pointed out that the Police Minister John Day was unable to
explain budget figures when questioned by the Opposition in Parliament.  I said that it meant there were fewer police officers
patrolling our streets and so forth.  In May 1997 I said that the Delta program was failing to address the spiralling crime rate,
yet the Police Minister at the time, John Day, said, "I have full confidence in Delta", boasting that the program introduced
in 1994 had made the service "more flexible, responsive and accessible to the public".  Yet the latest crime statistics, to
which I referred at that time, told the Parliament a different story.  Some of those crime statistics included armed robberies
going up 19 per cent and serious assaults going up 23.4 per cent.  I commented at the time that the first yardstick for judging
any new police initiative must be its success or failure in reducing crime and making our community a safer place in which
to live and I commented that by that measure Delta had failed.  What did the member for Darling Range say as Police
Minister?  He told Parliament that the Police Service had never been better off.  I said that I thought the public was entitled
to ask when Delta would make us better off.  On 23 May 1997 I called on the Government to introduce owner onus for
vehicle owners.  That was well over two years ago and it is still dithering and thinking about that.

On Tuesday, 10 June 1997 I accused the then Police Minister of a head in the sand approach to corruption scandals within
the Police Service.  In particular, the minister revealed that he had taken no action on claims by former deputy commissioner
Les Ayton that corrupt officers he had identified before he retired were still in the job.  He gave the impression that he was
unaware of the existence of a joint Western Australian-Federal Police investigation of 70 corruption allegations raised by
former detective Frank Scott.  The minister claimed he did not know when the task force was due to report to the
commissioner or if the report would be made public.  The minister could not confirm police claims that a 459-page report
on Peter Kyle's allegation that the police were soft on corruption had cleared the service because he had not read it.  Police
were trying to block its release under freedom of information requirements at that time.  The minister also refused to say how
much the Government had already paid former Victorian police officer Bill Robertson, who had been working as a consultant
for the Western Australia Police Force for several months prior to being awarded a new $600-an-hour contract.  The member
for Darling Range did reveal, however, that he was seeking an exemption from the normal government tendering regulations
in relation to Mr Robertson's contract.
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On 24 June 1997 I highlighted the fact that the Mandurah City Council was offering to pay for its own upgrade of the local
police lock-up after the Court Government failed to fund the project.  On 20 August 1997 the then Police Minister refused
to tell State Parliament if the drug squad's budget or number of officers had been cut that year.  On 28 August I pointed out
that yet again the Police Minister had failed the accountability test.  He was unable to tell the Parliament how many drug
squad officers in total were under internal investigation or whether one or more of the officers at the centre of the latest
corruption allegations were still on active duty.  He could not say why, in the middle of the heroin crisis, restrictions had
been placed on overtime for the drug squad.  He could not say whether, as a further cost-cutting initiative, other police
officers had been instructed to return to base one hour before the end of their shift to ensure that late jobs did not force them
to work overtime.  

On 13 November 1997 I highlighted the minutes of the Perth district's officer in charge meeting.  It was one of a number
of leaks detailing funding and staff cuts across the entire Police Service.  I pointed out that the Mirrabooka district was
heading towards a $160 000 budget blowout and that there was a cut of more than $200 000 to the Bunbury district operating
budget.  I highlighted the cancellation of remote patrols and overtime in country regions and the funding and staff cuts in
crucial specialised units such as the child abuse unit, the armed robbery squad, the drug and organised crime squad and the
motor squad.  The real tragedy was that all this was occurring while there was a major rise in crime in the State.  During all
that time the member for Darling Range failed to acknowledge that there was any problem at all.  

In November 1997 I revealed more cutbacks and I claimed that traffic patrols were virtually non-existent in the Kimberley;
that patrol cars were being garaged to save money; that there had been cuts to travelling allowances which had seen officers
in country regions denied permission to attend court hearings in Perth.  I highlighted problems at the Manjimup Police
Station where there were proposed cuts - again the minister was unaware of those problems.

Mr Day:  What has all this got to do with the motion of no confidence in the current Minister for Police?  Absolutely
nothing!

Mrs ROBERTS:  I will get to that.  On 12 February 1998 I called on the then Minister for Police to admit that Delta was
a dud.  The comment I made at the time was that the Court Government urgently needed to review the management and
resourcing of the Western Australia Police Service following the release of yet another series of damning crime statistics. 
What is interesting to note is that three or four months beforehand, in November 1997, the Commissioner of Police was in
possession of the incredibly damning report on the management and resourcing of the Police Service.  The minister at the
time was completely oblivious to it and was in denial and trotted out the lines the commissioner sent to him.  At that time,
while I called on behalf of the Opposition and the public of the State for a complete review of the management of the
Western Australia Police Service, I was told that it was not necessary, when it clearly was; and I was not told that it had
already been done and the results were locked away in a safe.  

It is over two years since I called for pepper sprays to be issued in the Western Australia Police Service yet we see that only
a small minority of officers are trained and equipped to use them.  There is a litany of further matters, many of which have
been responded to by the current Minister for Police.  During his term of office in 1998 the armed robbery squad was
disbanded after being described by the then commissioner as having achieved excellent results.  The Asian squad was also
disbanded.  In January 1999 Western Australia was the only State to suffer a road toll rise.  The report of the management
of the Police Service shows why there was a rise in the road toll in this State that was not apparent in other States.

Mr Prince:  Do you not support regionalisation?

Mrs ROBERTS:  What I am telling the minister is that there are huge problems with the way he has implemented
regionalisation in this State.  That is where the difficulty lies.  I draw attention to one of the key problems indicated in the
report on page 8, at point 3.5 -

Budgetary procedures impact upon investigative practices.  User pays practice is now a key factor in resource
deployment and we were constantly alerted to disputes between the State Crime Squads and Regions/Districts
outwith the Metro Region about costs of State Crime Squad personnel assisting with investigations.  While it is
essential to be financially prudent the key role of support to Regions by the State Crime Squads will not work if
finance is the key criteria.  

The Opposition said that time and again and the current and former ministers chose to deny it.  The report states - 

A formula to ensure investigative practices is not hampered along the lines of either a centrally based support
budget or a percentage cost agreement would appear to be worth considering.  In the more remote parts of the
Regions detectives intimated concerns about not being allowed to travel to outlying parts to conduct or assist
uniformed officers in investigations.  Traffic officers intimated substantially reduced patrol capacity due to cost
factors.

I have raised that matter again and again on behalf of those officers.  The Government denied it while the Commissioner
of Police had the facts resting in his safe.  The report continues - 

While we understand the need we simply say that quality investigative practices do not come cheap.

This report highlights a number of major problems.  I will put a couple of them on the public record.  Some of the quotes
from the report I want to include are -

The Police Command Team . . . don't appear to understand strategic and leadership issues and how they contribute
to corporate management of the Service.
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The report states that the command team is - 

Able to articulate and endorse all of the theory associated with DELTA . . . but really unable to convert that
understanding into a practical policing strategy.

Another section of the report states that - 

All appear to be waiting for Commissioner to tell them what to do next.

The report makes a damning statement that - 

District Detectives are stockpiling some offence reports that have a lead and are considered solvable whilst the
majority of offence reports are screened out and put to file immediately without any actual investigation.

The report also states - 

We observed during our visits to Regions that in the main, police did not provide a quality response, when a crime
was reported.  In a lot of instances the Police did not attend at all.  

The report raises further problems with the training programs and a whole range of issues.  Despite this, all we hear from
government ministers - including the current Minister for Police - is that everything is fine and things have never been better. 
The Minister for Police recently described the internal affairs unit of the professional standards portfolio under Jack
Mackaay as exemplary.  Yet, numerous incidents suggest that is not the case.  The minister's praise of Mr Falconer stands
in stark contrast to the damning findings in the report by the Scottish experts.

MR PRINCE (Albany - Minister for Police) [3.28 pm]:  It is difficult to know where to begin addressing such a pathetic
speech.  It almost beggars imagination that the member can introduce a matter of public interest, including a vote of no
confidence in a minister, and make a speech of that nature.  I know some of it was written for her by the member for Quigley. 
He has been feeding her lines for months.  That is why the member is so ill-informed.

Dr Gallop interjected.

Mr PRINCE:  That is beside the point.  

Mrs Roberts:  I take that as a compliment but the minister is wrong.

Mr PRINCE:  The investigative practices review was actually initiated by a couple of people who were at the top of the
Police Service at the time.

Point of Order

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister adversely reflected on me by suggesting that someone else wrote my speech, despite the fact
that I told him point-blank I wrote the speech.  The minister may sit there like a Cheshire cat, but he should know that I have
not spoken to Mr Quigley about this matter.

Mr PRINCE:  Well done.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I do not believe that is a point of order.

Mrs ROBERTS:   The minister may as well have accused me of being a liar.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  He did not accuse the member for Midland of being a liar.

Mrs ROBERTS:  I told him I wrote the speech and he will not accept that.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The minister referred to who he thought wrote the member's speech.  The member disagrees,
as she is entitled to do.

Mrs ROBERTS:  I do not think it can be a matter of agreement or disagreement; I see it as a matter of fact.  I wrote the
speech.  To suggest that I did not implies that I am incapable of writing such a good speech or that my word is not to be taken
in this House.  I regard that as a severe reflection on my character.  If the minister has any decency, he will withdraw his
remarks and you should require him to do so, Mr Deputy Speaker.

Mr PRINCE:  If the member for Midland is affronted that was not my intention.  I did not intend to be abusive and I
withdraw any allegation of any form of abuse.  I do not withdraw the comment I made.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  I have made a ruling on this and that is the end of the matter.

Debate Resumed

Mr PRINCE:  The investigative practices review was started by the Commissioner of Police and other members of the
command team.  At that time, in early 1997, as a result of criticism from the Director of Public Prosecutions and elsewhere,
they recognised that the quality of briefs and investigations was not what it should be.  At the time, a number of very serious
matters was being investigated that were taking up much of the good level of expertise of top investigators.  They included
the Threnoworth murder, the macro task force, the Gerard Ross murder inquiry and others.  They were major investigations
involving many people and a great deal of their time.

The quality of performance by the people who were not as experienced was simply not good enough.  As a result, one of
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the deputy commissioners and the commissioner decided that an investigative practices review was necessary and that the
managing audit unit should undertake it.  The MAU was established to do many things and that was one of them.  To
undertake a warts and all thorough examination it was decided, quite properly, to bring in people from outside the service. 
The commissioner made contact with the Strathclyde Police of Glasgow.  As a result of a brief visit he made in, I think, July
to the Scottish police training college, two police officers came out at short order - I think they were contacted in August
and arrived shortly after that - to help with the investigative practices review.  They were Assistant Chief Constable John
Welsh and Chief Superintendent Andrew Cameron who I think has since been promoted to another position.

They were here for about six weeks working with the management audit unit.  It was not a separate exercise.  They conducted
a number of interviews throughout the Police Service hierarchy involving people on the ground and people who were
supposedly supervising, as well as the DPP and other organisations that obviously have some form of direct involvement
with the Police Service, or that were able to comment directly on the quality of its investigative practices.

That was the first review of the investigative procedures of the Western Australian police service since 1969-70.  As a result
of the review, the police have adopted a corporate and proactive orientation to policing of crime and identifying and targeting
key criminals.  That had not been the practice in the past.  In line with the Delta philosophy, districts are the principal point
of service delivery and they have a responsibility for fighting crime.  New procedures were introduced.

As a result of the review report, which I will read from in a minute, many procedures were implemented, the details of which
I will provide.  The commissioner did not seek the document from the police officers from Scotland.  They gave it to him
before they went back to Scotland, but continued to work on the final report, which I think was handed over in January or
February 1998, and which was published in June at a media conference.

Mrs Roberts:  Are you still claiming that the Scottish experts wrote that final report?

Mr PRINCE:  They had a significant amount of input into it.  As I explained, they were working with and were part of the
management audit unit.

Mrs Roberts interjected.

Mr PRINCE:  Not at all.  The member for Midland should listen; I listened to her.  They were invited to work with the
management audit unit and they did.  A great deal of this report is written by them.  This other document, which I will table
in a minute, contains interim comment for the information of Mr Falconer.  The member for Midland criticised him and said
the report was condemnatory of him and his style.  He asked those people to come out here.

The second sentence on the first page refers to the commissioner, and reads -

We are in no doubt that our observations will not come as any great surprise to you, but they may lend the element
of independent corroboration you seek.

The commissioner is completely vindicated by this report because he and other members of the command team knew there
were problems with investigative practices.  Paragraph 1.7 at page 2 of the report reads in part -

It is our opinion that issues of crime screening and allocation of crime for investigation is fundamentally flawed. 

They refer to the Strathclyde police crime strategy document.  Paragraph 2.1 reads -

. . . the quality of investigations is a significant indicator that a laissez faire attitude exists in part of the
organisation.

2.2 Our research confirms that a proportion of investigations undertaken by WAPS is sub standard.  . . .

2.3 . . . little evidence was found which would indicate that at practitioner level there is a drive for quality in
terms of delivery to customers.

Reference is not being made to the command table; it is to the people doing the investigations at the coalface.  To continue -

2.4 This observation may be more relevantly directed towards Commissioned Officers who appear to know
the problem but take little or no ownership of it.  

Commissioned officers are inspectors, superintendents, assistant commissioners, deputy commissioners and the
commissioner.  The people who are managers and supervisors are the inspectors and the superintendents.  To continue -

2.5 Systems and processes in respect of investigations are a hindrance to ensuring crime is satisfactorily
investigated.  Prior to Regionalisation, the CIB Portfolio was responsible for investigation.  Post
Regionalisation responsibility shifted to Districts.  Detective resources at the Districts remained static
whilst their crime investigation workloads increased dramatically.  The State Crime Squads increased
considerably shortly before Regionalisation and ironically now have less of a workload. 

2.6 The outcome is that District Detectives are stockpiling some offence reports . . . 

2.7 We did, however, witness positive systems and processes in some Districts where the allocation of crime
investigations was more equitable with ex-detective officers working in uniform and not only taking on
crime investigations but also mentoring young and keen uniform officers.  Clearly a contribution to the
way forward!
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I refer to supervision under paragraph 2.11 which reads -

The supervision of investigations is essential.  The supervision and checking of briefs is equally
imperative in that lack of thoroughness, lack of evidential requirements and lack of ethical practice creates
enormous potential to damage the organisation.

Paragraphs 2.12 and 2.13 refer to training.

A stack of issues in this report are related to the people on the ground and the people who are their immediate supervisors
and superiors. 

Paragraph 3.6 reads -

Commissioned Officers, particularly at Inspector rank, in the main do not lead.  They would appear to
concentrate on administration and complaints against the police.  This places a heavy burden upon Senior
Sergeants and OIC Stations.  The need to lead by example is vital.  The need to ensure standards are being
maintained in respect of investigative practices and processes requires to be taken on board by
Commissioned Officers.  As opposed to being reactive to complaints they should be proactive to
Complaints Against the Police to instil quality policing through hands-on style and leadership.

Reference to the crime operations portfolio under paragraph 4.2 reads -

An examination of this area of operation was undertaken to determine whether or not there was a surplus
of investigative skills within COP. 

It is referring to the crime operations portfolio.  To continue -

Determination to see through this particular research was hindered by the time it took to establish the
actual number of detective officers serving in COP.  In due course we found out that State Crime Squads
don't actually speak to Crime Operations Administration and Intelligence, and while members of MAU
were working on the problem with us -

That is the management audit unit.  There is reference to the unit in the so-called secret report. 

- we all came to realise that much of the activity within Curtin House is compartmentalised and that many
managers are preoccupied protecting their patch.  We finally determined that post October 1997, 307
detective officers and 279 uniformed officers are serving within the COP.

When researching that they discovered that pre-March 1996, 264 detectives and only 87 uniformed officers were serving
in the crime operations portfolio and it seems that 233 officers were transferred from district detective offices and uniformed
posts to the crime operations portfolio at a time when it was signalled to managers that the regionalisation - that is,
decentralisation - was to be put into effect. 

If there is criticism throughout this report, nearly all of it is directed at what was going on among the crime operations
portfolio, the detectives, their immediate superiors and their sergeants.  Indeed, there are references to some of the
sergeants - not by name obviously - by status.  There are some observations under the paragraphs numbered 5.  Paragraph
5.1 states -

Interviews undertaken support the Commissioner's views articulated to us on entry but offered little in
terms of promoting innovative ideas or best practice towards resolving issues within the Investigative
Practices Review. 

This is an absolute vindication of Falconer in calling in these people.  I stress that again, because members of his command
team said that something must be done about this.  He called in these people and they have vindicated him, because there
are serious problems and they also made a few comments about the command.  The member for Midland has attempted to
blacken this man and she has said that nothing he did was of any substance at all.

Mrs Roberts:  I have said that he should not have hidden this report, and the fact that you are still defending him is amazing. 
I thought you might have gained a bit of backbone with 3 000 kilometres between you. 

Mr PRINCE:  He was and is an exemplary officer.  He was entirely the right person at the right time.  He took a moribund
Police Service and, in a short period, turned it into one which is the example for many services in the world.  We have just
had a visit from the Garda.  The Irish police have come here to see what we have done and are doing in this State.  Professor
Tim Rohl from the Australian Institute of Police Management in Sydney, who lectures overseas, holds up Delta and the
Western Australia Police Service as the example of how to bring about change in culture and a better service.  I think we
are the only jurisdiction in this country that has falling crime rates.  They are far too high. 

Mrs Roberts:  They are higher than anywhere else in Australia.

Mr PRINCE:  All of the areas except for assault have peaked and are on the way down.  That has happened in the past
financial year and into this current financial year.  The clearance rate is high and is getting higher.  The number of crimes
that are being solved is higher against an increasing trend.  All areas of crime, except assault, are on the way down.  There
are two reasons that assaults are increasing:  One is to do with the protest activity in the forests of the south west, which is
exceptional and not something which is reflected across the whole of Western Australia; and the second, I am pleased to say,
is that there is a higher rate of reporting of domestic violence. Domestic violence is a crime. We know that only about one-
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quarter of domestic assaults in the general community is reported.  In the Aboriginal community, as I know only too well,
less than 19 per cent of domestic assaults is reported - less than one in five domestic assaults among Aboriginal people.  If
we are increasing the level of reporting, which we are, I would expect to see an increase in the number of assaults when put
in graph form.  In a sense, that is good news. 

As to the rest of this report, paragraph 5.12 states -

Commissioner has achieved much in turning WAPS in a direction which has started to revitalise the Service and
produce results in terms of its new purpose and direction.  In some ways the first phase of DELTA is firmly in place
but someone with new energy, and an understanding of, and commitment to, the Commissioner's goals, requires
to take the lead thus demonstrating to all the "corporateness" of Police Command Teams' determination to deliver
the professional standards in policing everyone now expects.  This would give the Commissioner the opportunity
to concentrate on the wider dimensions of contemporary policing.  

I say again that this is a vindication of Mr Falconer, who was a superb servant of this State and produced a Police Service
of which we should be rightly proud.  Apart from the fact that others come to WA to see how we do it and to learn from us,
we go to other jurisdictions as well - it is a continuing process - and we are being invited by a number of other jurisdictions,
including those overseas, to present parts of what we are about, because we are seen to be doing it so well.  As I say, the
clearance rate is going up. 

I will table the final report of the "Investigative Practices Review" to which I referred.  That report was made available in
January last year and was made public in June.  It was the subject of a Delta update in March last year.

Mrs Roberts:  That is not their report at all; that is your internal report.

Mr PRINCE:  It is not an internal report; it is the management audit review unit report, within which the officers from
Strathclyde worked, and I will table that also.  That report has been implemented and I have the list of recommendations
and what has been done about implementation and strategy, which I will table as well.  In the past two years there has been
further significant change in the way in which the Western Australia Police Service does its job.  The result is clear to see,
because we have detectives at district level, we have bureau of crime operations happening at station level, and offence
reports are analysed because patterns are seen.  Information is subject to analysis by police officers which becomes
intelligence and informs action.  The burglary solving rate in Joondalup has increased from 13 per cent to 30 per cent in six
months.  There is an increase in -

Mrs Roberts:  You have not increased the resources. 

Mr PRINCE:  No.  It is partly resources, but it is working a lot better and smarter.  There has been no review of this since
1969-70.  We did it, and I give full credit to Mr Falconer and the deputy commissioners at the time - Mr Brennan is still the
deputy commissioner - for having the initiative and the courage to do it well and then to implement it.

Mrs Roberts:  And then hide it in the cupboard.

Mr PRINCE:  The document which I have tabled was confidential and was given to Mr Falconer by two Scottish police
officers, whom I had the privilege of meeting at the end of February when I was in Scotland

Mrs Roberts:  As did I.

Mr PRINCE:  They were interesting fellows.  I had a decent conversation with one of them, who asked about the freedom
of information.  He also asked what is a Minister for Police, because there has never been either in Scotland.  I do not think
the whole of the United Kingdom has had them either.  If the Leader of the Opposition's soul mate, the Prime Minister of
Great Britain, has the courage to bring decent legislation into the Westminster Parliament, it will have freedom of
information.  How does Scotland deal with a Minister for Police?  Those officers had a very interesting conversation and
dinner with me and I tried to ask them questions, and they asked me just as many to find out how, in a corporate and political
sense, the Scottish police, which consists of five different units, deals with a political minister; what powers that person has;
how those powers operate; what are the separation of powers; and how a police service is not politicised.  Those two officers
wrote that report, not at the request of Mr Falconer, because he knows about FOI; they wrote it off their own backs.  They
handed it to him as they were leaving and said, "That is confidential to you."  It came as a huge surprise to them to know
that that document was then subject to an FOI request.  The freedom of information request was refused because the officers
said that it was confidential.  The matter then went to the Supreme Court.  The Supreme Court looked at our legislation and
the situation and said that the document was capable of being released under freedom of information, and so it has been.

If there is fault, it is the fault of ignorance and nothing more.  What was written in that report was an observation by two
senior officers from elsewhere.  It has been incorporated into the "Investigative Practices Review" report, which contains
hundreds of recommendations, many of which have been implemented.  Of the 114 recommendations, 89 have been fully
implemented.  Fourteen have not been fully implemented but will be when the Delta communications and technology plan
is in place.  For the benefit of the House, the new computer system is rolling out right now across every police station in
Western Australia.  That is not just hardware but, more importantly, software.  There will be a complete new suite of
software to make the work of police a lot easier and quicker than under the hackneyed old system that they have at the
moment.  In time, we will have computer terminals in all vehicles as well, so the police will not be required to go back to
the police station to get access to databases for information they may need or to report results and so on.  That will come
after next year.  However, at the moment the new computer system is rolling out.  Those 14 recommendations that have not
been fully implemented will be as soon as the new software is in place.
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Mrs van de Klashorst:  Will that involve standardisation of computers so that if the police report in one place, it can be read
somewhere else?

Mr PRINCE:  Yes.  There will be standardised reporting in local and wide area networks, and last week we signed a contract
with Cable and Wireless Optus for satellite links outside the city.  Among the first places to be connected are Toodyay,
Ravensthorpe and various other places around the State, so that all police stations will be connected by satellite data
transmission to the centre.  Everybody will be able to get that information.

Mrs Roberts:  They may not have any petrol for their cars, but they will have access to the satellite.  That is just wonderful,
minister.

Mr PRINCE:  The Opposition just does not like the idea that things are being done and they are successful.  Eleven
recommendations have not been implemented, and it is not proposed to implement them.  In each instance in which a
decision has been made not to proceed with a particular recommendation, an explanation has been provided.

The priority projects of the review were the crime management unit, tasking and coordinating group, crime cars, restructure
of crime support, devolution of staff and resources from crime support to the districts, the state crime plan, informant
management policy manual, brief managers, case management system, training and development courses, the response,
examination, collection, analysis, resolution investigative model and the tactical investigation groups to be established. 
Virtually all of that has been done.  What we have is a report that is not quite, but just about, two years old.  Most of it has
been implemented.

Mrs Roberts:  It says 11 November.  You are even wrong there.

Mr PRINCE:  I said about two years old.

Mrs Roberts:  It is actually over two years old.  You said not quite two years old.  You do not seem to get anything right.

Mr PRINCE:  I am talking about the "Investigative Practices Review" report which is dated January.  The actual
"Investigative Practices Review" report makes recommendations.  The confidential report to the commissioner does not
make any recommendations; it makes a lot of observations.  The "Investigative Practices Review" report makes 114
recommendations of things to be done to correct the problems.  The Government is into problem solving; the Opposition
is into wallowing in the problems.  The problems have been identified by people who know what they are doing, and in large
part they have been resolved, or are in the process of being resolved.  The Opposition does not know this.  That is what it
finds so difficult to stomach.

The $19 262 that was paid for these officers included air fares, accommodation and intrastate travel requirements in the
course of the review.  The arrangement with the Strathclyde police was negotiated by Commissioner Falconer, and it has
resulted in the "Investigative Practices Review" report.  The document that those officers wrote and gave confidentially to
Mr Falconer was not charged for and was not part of any payment.  It was their observations given in confidence to the
commissioner, because that is what they thought they could do.  No doubt that is what they can do in Scotland.  It has been
the subject of an FOI application by the former officer Mr Ayton, about whom my colleague will no doubt make some
comments.

I would love to carry on, because there is an enormous amount more that I would like to say.  A large part of the member's
remarks dealt with what occurred when my colleague was minister, so before I sit down and my colleague rises I will make
the point that our crime rate is decreasing and our clearance rates are increasing.  Dealing with murders, I ask the member
to read carefully the comments made by Mr Indermaur of the Crime Research Centre at the University of Western Australia
when this story was run in the Press some time in the past 10 days.  I think we have a clearance rate of about 97 per cent for
murders, most of which are cleared up very quickly.  It is always difficult to solve a murder when there is no known
connection between the victim and the perpetrator.  Those are the few, in large part, that remain unsolved at the moment,
and work is being done on all of them.  The Delta regionalisation works, which the Opposition cannot stomach because that
is the information it is being given.  It provably works, and the figures show that.

I will deal with the other matters raised by the member.  I am pleased to report that the matter of outlaw motorcycle gangs
was discussed at the National Crime Authority conference in Sydney the week before last and also at the Australasian Police
Ministers conference.  We all agree, as does the newly appointed director of the NCA, that the penalties in the NCA
legislation are pathetic and need to be fast-tracked through the Commonwealth Parliament.  All of us were able to say this
to Senator Amanda Vanstone, who is the federal Minister for Justice and Customs with portfolio responsibility for this area. 
As soon as changes go through the Senate of the Commonwealth Parliament, we will bring in complementary legislation
here if that is required, because the penalties are pathetic, and everything that can be done at a state level has been done. 
I totally reject what the member has said about the inability to manage, carry on and so forth.  I think what has been done
to date by the Opposition is a pathetic waste of parliamentary time.

[See papers Nos 374-377.]

MR DAY (Darling Range - Minister for Health) [3.56 pm]:  I am pleased to support the Minister for Police in this motion
which has been moved by the Opposition and which expresses a lack of confidence in the Minister for Police.  This motion
comes from an Opposition which has done a great deal of undermining and complaining about the substantial changes which
have been put in place in the Police Service over the past few years.

Mrs Roberts:  The Opposition has a lot more support for the Police Service than you do.
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Mr DAY:  It is about time the Opposition demonstrated that, because nothing it has said in this place over the past three
years in which I or the member for Wagin have been involved demonstrates that.

Mr Graham:  You are the worst police minister the nation has ever seen.

Mr McGinty:  I think he is the worst minister.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  

Mr DAY:  Why does the Opposition not come up with something original and substantial for a change?  It should go away
and work on that.  The Opposition has not got one new idea.  It has made it clear that it does not support Delta.  It is time
that it came up with a few new ideas if it intends to continually complain about what has been done and to undermine the
substantial changes which have been put in place.

This is a serious motion of no confidence in a minister.  A member cannot move a more serious motion or make a stronger
accusation against a minister.  However, there was nothing in the speech by the member for Midland to substantiate the
Opposition's case.  Indeed, a range of totally irrelevant issues were raised, as well as a range of questions which were asked
of me when I was Minister for Police and which have nothing to do with the current Minister for Police, whatever one thinks
about the substance of the answers.  I do not have time to debate all of those issues, much as I would like to.

Dealing with the history of this report, as the minister indicated, during 1997 the then Commissioner of Police had a desire
to improve the effectiveness of what was then known as the crime operations area.  That desire was strongly shared by
Deputy Commissioner Bruce Brennan, who was totally supportive of the review which subsequently took place.  That is the
area of the Police Service which was previously known as the Criminal Investigation Branch.  That concern led to two
Strathclyde police officers being asked to come to Western Australia to provide some external review and input into the
management audit unit review which was undertaken and which has led to the "Investigative Practices Review".  The review
has not been a secret, and the minister has again made it public here today.  Contrary to the belief of some, former
Commissioner Falconer was keen to have external scrutiny of the changes which were being put in place.

There is absolutely no question in my mind now, nor was there when I was Minister for Police, or prior to that time for that
matter, that the changes which have been implemented through Delta have made the Police Service a far more accountable,
open, flexible and communicative organisation than it ever was in the past.  The Police Service budget has increased
substantially every year that the coalition has been in Government, up to around $410m this financial year.  The Police
budget has virtually doubled since this Government has been in office.  There have been far greater increases than was ever
the case when the Opposition was in office.

The report which was produced, and which the Minister for Police has published, led to a blueprint for substantial changes
in the crime operations area to devolve the investigators into the districts and regions so that services could be provided
closer to home, so to speak.  It is very similar to the policy we have in the Health arena which is seeing services provided
closer to where people live rather than centralising them in one major building in the Perth central business district.  The
Western Australia Police Service is a far better organisation than it ever was in the past, no thanks to the Opposition.

MR PENDAL (South Perth) [4.00 pm]:  I am one of those people who never seemed to hit it off with Mr Falconer when
he was the commissioner.  I would like to explain one of the difficulties I had with him.  Did I think he was honest?  Yes. 
Did I think he was a decent man?  Yes.  Did I think he was a competent man?  I began to run into some doubts on that score
because I think Mr Falconer was far too public relations oriented for the good of the Police Force.  From my point of view,
the Delta program was a disaster.  It was meant to see the decentralisation of police administration and of the fight against
crime.  Frankly, what we saw in that period was the "decentralisation of failure" - failure by the upper echelon in the Police
Department to know what was really happening in the suburbs.  For example, I pursued in my latter days in another House
and my early days here the crime statistics which applied to and affected most people in my electorate.  They were not
murders, rapes or things of that violent, extreme character; they were home burglaries.  The rate of home burglaries increased
and increased and statistics indicated that the end was in sight and that the Delta program had seen the turnaround.  I was
not convinced of that until some weeks ago when a colleague of mine sought similar figures for her electorate about the
number of burglaries which had occurred and what the police call the "clearance rate".  I understand that on that occasion,
after all those years, the minister declined to provide those figures.  I became convinced then that after the Falconer years
we had seen the decentralisation of failure.

Dr Constable:  And now the cover-up of it.

Mr PENDAL:  And now the cover-up of it.

Mr Graham interjected.

Mr PENDAL:  I would be grateful to respond to the member for Pilbara but I only have three minutes left because not many
things run to our advantage in the Independents' corners except five minutes between the three of us.

Mr Ayton is right.  He has been consistently right for many years.  He is a decent, honest individual just as Mr Falconer was. 
However, by the same token, my qualification about Mr Falconer was that he was not what he was trumped up to be and in
the end he was incapable of leading the Police Force in Western Australia.  That brings me to the kernel of the motion
currently before the House:  It is unconscionable for a Commissioner of Police to commission a report of this magnitude
and then deny it to two successful ministers.

Mr Carpenter:  Successive, not successful.

Mr PENDAL:  I beg members' pardon, I meant successive.  They may well be successful but that will be for other people
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to judge at another time.  However, the member for Willagee is right; I meant to say that two successive ministers were
denied the contents of that report.

Mr Day:  It was a management report.

Mr PENDAL:  I do not care.

Several members interjected.

Mr PENDAL:  To say that it is a management report denies the power of the Minister for Police under the Police Act.  For
too long we have seen in this State successive ministers hide behind the shield of saying that the Commissioner of Police
has the general power to administer the Police Force in Western Australia.  What remains unsaid in all of that is that
successive Ministers for Police have not a general but a specific reason to intervene and oversee all of the things being done
by the Police Department.  They have failed and I regret that on this occasion I will be supporting the motion.

MR McGINTY (Fremantle) [4.06 pm]:  What is of concern to the public in Western Australia is not whether there is a
management report as the former minister has categorised, but the fact that Western Australia today leads the nation when
it comes to home burglary - people breaking into other people's houses and stealing their goods.  We lead the nation in stolen
cars and in "other theft".  That is what is of concern to the people in the community.  Also of concern is the fact that in recent
times there has been a massive increase in assault and armed robbery in Western Australia.  There is also concern among
the general public about the clear-up rates, particularly for burglary - when people break into other people's homes and steal
their goods - for drug related crime, drug deaths and sadistic murders like those associated with the Claremont serial killer. 
This report preys on the fact that there is grave disquiet in the public, partly because of what the report says and partly
because of the disinterest in that report shown by successive Ministers for Police to the extent that they did not even ask to
see it.  That is a condemnation of Bob Falconer as the Commissioner of Police in this State, but it is more a condemnation
of two police ministers in this State.

Dr Gallop:  Wombat and Blinky Bill.

Mr McGINTY:  That is about what we have here.  It is categorised as a management report but I will read three of the
findings of this report into our Police Force which go to the heart of the crime problem in this State and the ability of our
police to meet it.  Page 3 of the report states -

This situation is exacerbated by uniformed officers, particularly in Perth, merely recording crime with no
expectation or indeed skill base to investigate.

Dr Gallop:  That is encouraging.  They tried to conceal that from the public.

Mr McGINTY:  The public knew it anyway.  Second, the report states -

We observed during our visits to Regions that in the main, police did not provide a quality response, when a crime
was reported.  In a lot of instances the Police did not attend at all.

Third, page 5 of the report states -

Under-investment in a continuous training programme for all has seriously deskilled the workforce and
disadvantaged the Service in its attempts to address criticism of its ability to conduct professional investigations. 
The quality of briefs submitted to the justice system has also been impaired.

This is fundamental.  It goes to the reason crimes are not being solved.  It goes to the reason prosecutions are failing. It goes
to the reason that Michael Rippingale is a free man today:  The police messed up his prosecution and got it wrong, and the
Minister for Police stands to be condemned.

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (19)

Ms Anwyl
Mr Brown
Mr Carpenter
Dr Edwards
Dr Gallop

Mr Graham
Mr Grill
Mr Kobelke
Ms MacTiernan
Mr Marlborough

Mr McGinty
Ms McHale
Mr Pendal
Mr Riebeling
Mr Ripper

Mrs Roberts
Mr Thomas
Ms Warnock
Mr McGowan
(Teller)

Noes (30)

Mr Ainsworth
Mr Barnett
Mr Barron-Sullivan
Mr Board
Mr Bradshaw
Dr Constable
Mr Court
Mr Cowan

Mr Day
Mrs Edwardes
Dr Hames
Mrs Holmes
Mr House
Mr Johnson
Mr Kierath
Mr MacLean

Mr Marshall
Mr Masters
Mr McNee
Mr Minson
Mr Omodei
Mrs Parker
Mr Prince

Mr Shave
Mr Trenorden
Mr Tubby
Dr Turnbull
Mrs van de Klashorst
Mr Wiese
Mr Osborne (Teller)

Pair

Mr Cunningham Mrs Hodson-Thomas

Question thus negatived.
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BILLS - RETURNED

1. Court Security and Custodial Services Bill 1998.

2. Court Security and Custodial Services (Consequential Provisions) Bill 1998.

Bills returned from the Council with amendments.

3. State Trading Concerns Amendment Bill 1999.

Bill returned from the Council with an amendment.

REAL ESTATE LEGISLATION (FIDELITY GUARANTEE FUNDS) AMENDMENT BILL 1999

Second Reading

Resumed from 14 October.

MR McGINTY (Fremantle) [4.16 pm]:  The Opposition supports the legislation which increases from one year to three
years the period in which people, who have suffered loss of a property, financial or pecuniary nature as result of defalcation
by either a settlement agent or real estate agent, can claim.  This legislation is retrospective so that people who have been
adversely affected and whose claims in the recent past have fallen outside the time limit will now have the capacity to make
a claim on the fidelity fund.  Those whose claims fall beyond three years, but less than six years, from when the defalcation
by the agent was discovered, will also have a chance to bring forward a claim for reimbursement to the fidelity fund.  Each
of those propositions seems to us to be reasonable and, therefore, is supported.

I take the opportunity in the debate to raise a number of matters relating to real estate agents and finance brokers, and the
interrelationship between the two.  In particular, I place before the House a number of very serious concerns that have arisen
in this important area relating to investment in property.  There are serious concerns that the Government is callously
refusing to help the innocent victims of finance brokers, with the scandals surrounding them, which have become a matter
of considerable publicity in this State.  The Government is inactive.  It is sitting on its hands and refusing to take the action
the public is calling for because of the involvement in this industry of people who are very close to this Government; in
particular, the Premier's brother, Mr Ken Court, who is a director of MFA Finance Pty Ltd, which operates in premises in
the electorate of Nedlands.

This company has brokered a number of very substantial loans to companies associated with Gregory James Kennedy, who
is known for his connection with Barrington Vasse Pty Ltd.  He is now facing bankruptcy proceedings taken by investors
in the Dunsborough Beach Resort project.  This matter is not just about MFA being a company in which the brother of the
Premier is a director.  Shortly after a private meeting on 5 March 1999 between Simon Read of PPB Ashton Read, then
administrator and now the liquidator of Global Finance Group Pty Ltd, and the Minister for Fair Trading, Simon Read
recommended, in writing, investors of PPB Ashton Read to Global Finance.

The following question must be posed:  Was the minister involved in any way in recommending MFA Finance Pty Ltd to
those who had previously invested in Global Finance Group Pty Ltd?  Was the minister involved in any way in directing
business to a company of which the Premier's brother is a director? 

I will deal with this matter in considerably more detail because Gregory James Kennedy controlled Shannon Equity Pty Ltd,
which early in 1996 borrowed $2.1m from clients of Terrace Counsellors Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of BankWest, secured by
a mortgage over the Margaret River Motel.  The loan went into default in December 1996, less than 12 months later, and
the predominantly retiree investors have suffered massive losses. 

In 1997, another equally disastrous investment was made by retiree investors who loaned $1.88m to Shannon Equity Pty
Ltd for half of the motel units at the Dunsborough Beach Resort Motel, which was managed by former bankrupt Sam
Papotto, who is currently in prison for managing a corporation while banned from doing so by the Australian Securities and
Investment Commission.  That loan was in default by January 1998, again less than 12 months after it was organised for Mr
Kennedy, and again the investors suffered massive losses.  

Kennedy was a man with a desperate need for money and a record of serious default when MFA - which as I said has the
Premier's brother, Mr Ken Court, as a director - wrote to innocent elderly investors, Mr and Mrs Marshall of Forrestfield,
in December 1998 recommending they transfer their existing mortgage investment in a loan to a Kennedy company, Marnoo
Holdings Pty Ltd, secured by a mortgage over the Wattle Grove Motel property, into a new mortgage to another Kennedy
company to be secured by a mortgage over the Peppermint Park Holiday Chalets at Lot 3 Caves Road in Busselton. 

This is a reasonably detailed analysis and I hope members will bear with me.  Ken Court's co-director at MFA, Mr Ross
Fisher, wrote a glowing recommendation of the investment to Mr and Mrs Marshall.  Ross Fisher is also a member of the
Finance Brokers Supervisory Board, which has the dubious distinction of being the regulatory body responsible for allowing
the most disgraceful financial practices seen in this State for many years to proliferate with the victims being, for the most
part, vulnerable retirees.  They have been encouraged by glowing recommendations to invest in loans to risky and unworthy
borrowers secured by mortgages over grossly overvalued properties. 

On 15 September 1998, Mr Fisher described Kennedy as a valued client of MFA over the past three years.  He said his
interests had been in land development and included the Dunsborough Beach Resort Motel and the Margaret River Motel
among those he owned or managed.  No mention was made of the continuous defaults on both projects over one and two
years respectively.  On the contrary, Fisher wrote that Kennedy's current statement of assets and liabilities included gross
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assets of $12.153m, liabilities of only $6.605m and a net surplus of $5.548m, and that Kennedy had proved a reliable
borrower with MFA.  This was a blatant lie peddled by a company of which the Premier's brother is a director. 

Ms MacTiernan:  This may explain the reluctance to move against these corrupt finance brokers.  The picture takes shape.

Mr McGINTY:  Who would want a judicial inquiry that would pin the Premier's brother for engaging in these scurrilous and
dishonest practices?  That might well account for the Government's inactivity on this matter.

Mr Fisher went on to state that Kennedy had an income of $250 000 per annum from the Wattle Grove and Busselton
projects plus income from other development projects.  That was highly misleading advertising.  I will detail why I think
that this constitutes a conspiracy to defraud by a company of which the Premier's brother is a director. 

Fisher told the investors on 15 September 1998 that the Busselton property was being acquired by Kennedy's company for
the purpose of improving the operation and that it was valued at $3.3m.  I ask members to remember that figure.  However,
in a letter dated 1 November 1999 to the daughter of another elderly and distressed investor in the same project, Fisher
admitted that the purchase price paid by Kennedy, using the investors' money, was $1.494m after settlement adjustments. 
The valuation of the property was more than double the price paid by Mr Kennedy.  Something is badly wrong here. 

In the 15 September 1998 proposal, on behalf of MFA, Fisher said that the valuation of $3.3m had been carried out on 20
July 1998 by Stephen Olifent of South West Valuations, a licensed valuer.  This person was licensed by the Government
to do this work and that licence carried with it a recognition of the man's professional standing.  Olifent is the same valuer
who had previously grossly overvalued both the Dunsborough Beach Resort Motel and the Margaret River Motel, which
by September 1998 were both substantially in default.  In his letter of 1 November 1999, Fisher detailed that the $2.3m was
used to repay existing loans on 60 Wattle Grove Motel rooms in conjunction with new funding for Wattle Grove Motel of
$1.83m provided by the Commonwealth Bank and $470 000 provided on a second mortgage over Wattle Grove Motel by
other MFA investors.  Hence, total funds of $4.6m were disbursed at settlement on 12 November 1998; MFA was paid
brokerage fees of $38 750, plus $1 800 in financial institutions duty for the transactions; Kott Gunning was paid $5 240;
and Kennedy was paid more than $207 000, said by Fisher to "cover work done on the property prior to settlement."  The
vendors of the Busselton property received $1.494m.  The second mortgagee, care of Clifton Partners - whom I have
mentioned in this place recently as engaging in conduct that warrants being struck off as finance brokers - received more
than $56 000.  More than $9 000 was applied to what Fisher called an "interest adjustment" and more than $207 000 was
applied to pay a year's interest in advance for the Busselton mortgagee.

Fisher wrote the letter on 1 November 1999 after he had received a strongly worded response to a letter he sent on 22
October 1999.  In that letter he noted that the 12 months interest in advance payment covered the period to 12 November
1999 and that a further six months interest in advance was due on 12 November 1999.  However, Kennedy had said he was
unable to pay interest due after 12 November 1999, even on a monthly basis.  Fisher said Kennedy was proceeding to market
and sell the security property.  However, he said that MFA Finance Pty Ltd did not envisage an immediate sale and thought
it best to let Kennedy have control of the marketing of the property.

Given Fisher's knowledge that the mortgage advance was more than 150 per cent of the purchase price paid by Kennedy's
company in November 1998, MFA's agreement on behalf of all mortgagees to defer default action, without any interest being
paid and with rates and taxes accruing with priority over the mortgage, was almost certain to result in the investors losing
more money.  Fisher should have told the investors that they were always likely to lose a lot of principal in this deal when
they lent the $2.3m against a property bought for $1.5m and that they should recover what they could as soon as possible
from the property and take independent legal advice on suing MFA Finance and Kott Gunning for their losses.  Not only
did Fisher not tell investors that because of his gross deception they were facing large financial losses of principal, but also
in his letter of 1 November 1999, which is obviously current, in purportedly detailing Kennedy's assets he merely said that
"the Dunsborough Resort Motel and the Margaret River Motel are no longer owned by Mr Kennedy or his companies,
having been sold."  Fisher did not mention that both were sold at prices causing massive losses or that the Dunsborough
investors had a large judgment against Kennedy and had instituted bankruptcy proceedings against him.

I have taken some time to detail those events surrounding MFA, the company of which, as I said, Mr Ken Court is a director,
because the facts I have just outlined constitute a conspiracy by MFA and its managing director, Ross Fisher, to defraud the
investors in that project.  As a director, Mr Ken Court cannot wash his hands of this matter.  He has a duty to ensure that
the activities of the company of which he is a director are proper and lawful.  He cannot deny any knowledge of what has
occurred, because it is a duty of a director of any corporation to ensure it behaves properly.

There is no need for me to lecture members on the duties that are owed to corporations by directors.  Members will be aware
of Mr Ken Court's obligations as director of that company.  He was the director of a company that behaved atrociously.  I
am sure all members who heard the facts I have just outlined will agree that his behaviour was atrocious and reprehensible. 
I could run out of adjectives with which to describe his behaviour. 

The board of MFA, of which Mr Ken Court is a member, must accept collective responsibility.  It is responsible for the
managing director's conduct.  The problem with this case is that as a director assuming responsibility for the company's
actions, the name of the Premier's brother, Ken Court, would have afforded certain credibility to the company's activities
in the eyes of investors. 

Investors have been seriously misled and deceived.  MFA Finance committed a criminal act in relation to this property and
in relation to Mr Kennedy.  It is an act for which responsibility must be taken.

Ms MacTiernan:  Did the minister know about this relationship and about how these companies were involved?
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Mr McGINTY:  I will be interested to hear the minister's response to that question, given he is remaining silent now.

Many investors who trusted various licensed finance brokers such as Global Finance, MFA Finance, Grubb Finance,
Fermanis Trust Mortgages, Blackburne and Dixon, Clifton Partners and First Charter Financial Services believed that those
people were on their side and looking after them.  The truth is they have been innocently induced by crafty, deceitful and
fraudulent operators who are allowed to engage in these practices, with clear knowledge of the Finance Brokers Supervisory
Board and its officers and assistants in the Ministry of Fair Trading.

Indeed, it is perhaps extreme irony that Blackburne Finance Ltd, a new company that replaced Blackburne and Dixon, has
recently applied to the supervisory board for a finance broker's licence.  Objections have been lodged raising concern about
the disgraceful conduct of Blackburne and Dixon in transactions referred to in this House previously.

Members will be aware from The Australian Financial Review and The West Australian of today that, as I predicted in this
House only recently, Blackburne and Dixon have gone into what is effectively soft liquidation.  This morning's The
Australian Financial Review reads  -

The Australian Securities & Investments Commission has taken restrictive action against a third Perth finance
broking firm, amid concerns that a significant number of Blackburne and Dixon's $70 million in mortgage loans
could be in default.

The ASIC said yesterday that Blackburne and Dixon had agreed to a series of restrictive undertakings after
investigations by the corporate watchdog revealed a string of concerns about the firm's conduct.

These included conduct that was liable to mislead investors and paying out investors' money for purposes contrary
to the investors' authorisation.

Basically Blackburne and Dixon cannot trade without the approval of the independent compliance auditor, Mr Geoff
Brayshaw, who has been appointed to oversee that company.  However, only recently I commented in this place that
Blackburne and Dixon was in significant financial difficulty.  In the ensuing days, that proposition was pooh-poohed by
people generally.  They said that would not occur; it was a matter of my misleading the House.  On ABC radio the following
morning, Liam Bartlett spent half an hour from 8.30 am with representatives of the company that was said to be in financial
difficulty defending the company, attacking me and saying it was not true.  I count one down and two to go.  On that
occasion I named three companies.  As was inevitable, Blackburne and Dixon has now hit the wall.

That night on television we saw the Minister for Fair Trading, the member for Alfred Cove, saying there was no problem;
no evidence had gone forward to the department indicating a problem had occurred and there was no reason for investors
to be particularly concerned.  Everyone who has examined this issue knows that Blackburne and Dixon were heading in one
direction, and that was rapidly downwards. 

I made a speech in this Parliament recently - about six weeks ago - and it is now clear that Blackburne and Dixon has
effectively gone into soft liquidation.  The speech that raised the issue of the finance brokers, particularly the likely fate of
Blackburne and Dixon, was delivered on Thursday, 23 September.  In that speech, I am quoted on page 1638 of Hansard
as saying -

The three companies that I will now refer to are likely to collapse as their solvency is extremely doubtful.  I refer
to Blackburne and Dixon Pty Ltd . . . 

I went on from there.  That was a month and a half ago.  Blackburne and Dixon Pty Ltd has now hit the wall.  In recent times
we have seen what I believe is a disgraceful effort, which should have been clamped down on immediately by the minister. 
Associates of Blackburne and Dixon have been trying to set up another company so they could jettison Blackburne and
Dixon, because it was a spent force and had lost too much money.  Another body could then be set up anew and continue
the disgraceful work done by Blackburne and Dixon. 

We heard yesterday's announcement by the Australian Securities and Investments Commission.  The day before, the
accountant and business manager for Blackburne and Dixon, Mr Serge Desveaux, by means of a public notice in Monday's
newspaper, advertised that he was applying for a finance broker's licence.  A little before that - I have already referred to
this - Blackburne Finance Ltd made an application for a finance broker's licence.  The three directors of Blackburne Finance
Ltd were Mr Serge Desveaux, Ms Kay Blackburne and her son, Mr Jason Blackburne.  That was an application to create
a new body which would not be encumbered by all the liabilities of Blackburne and Dixon.  If those three actions of the
ASIC and the applications by Serge Desveaux and Kay Blackburne for finance brokers' licences are not enough to spur the
Ministry of Fair Trading, and in particular the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board or the minister, into some sort of action
to put an end to this farce, which is costing so many elderly investors their life savings, and in some cases their lives, as they
become so desperate in their twilight years and realise that what they have worked towards for their entire life - that is, to
be self-funded retirees and self-sufficient in retirement - has been dashed by these crooks, frauds and charlatans, the minister
should be condemned for his inactivity on this very important matter. 

It makes me very angry to see this sort of behaviour being tolerated.  Of those loans that we know of through Blackburne
and Dixon, and which were no doubt partly what prompted the action by ASIC late yesterday afternoon - we have no access
to Blackburne and Dixon's files on this matter - I have a list of known Blackburne and Dixon loans in default.  That list sets
out the total number of investors who are involved - that is, 485; nearly 500 investors - a description of the investment, the
amount of loan that was raised and the valuation which, according to the information I have, was grossly inflated in almost
every case.  These are only loans through Blackburne and Dixon which are now in default.  It shows that almost 500 people
have invested over $28m in Blackburne and Dixon.  These are only those loans we know of and have been able to
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independently verify.  I am sure there are a great many others.  Funds totalling over $28m are at risk in Blackburne and
Dixon.  The total investment made through Blackburne and Dixon has been indicated in the newspaper many times.  The
known Blackburne and Dixon loans in default are as follows -

BLACKBURNE & DIXON

Investors Investment Loan Valuation

22 Aida $1,850,000 $2,600,000

12 Artists Holdings $810,000

17 Castle City $950,000 $1,427,000

15 Collie Coalfields $460,000 $650,000

60 Dasford $4,400,000 $7,000,000

26 Eaton $1,500,000 $4,236,000

15 Elk Cove $1,000,000 $1,800,000

43 Goldcoast $1,800,000 $2,800,000

23 Ironbridge Holdings $1,100,000 $1,700,000

28 Markets International $1,376,000

12 Newmist $550,000 $795,000

37 Penman #4285 $1,355,000 $2,150,000

15 Pieros $720,000 $1,200,000

36 Rancher Riverton $2,165,000 $3,165,000

29 Redan $1,480,000

5 Rossi P/L $210,000

25 Tolita $2,300,000

38 Unit Shelf #51 $2,720,000 $3,350,000

27 Westend $1,535,000 $3,490,000

485 $28,281,000

Average $57,814.00

Another matter I will refer to is something which I am sure will appal every member of this House.  It involves a shady figure
from the 1980s - Mr Peter Tilli who, as members will recall, was responsible for Teachers Credit Society incurring massive
losses.  Because a decision was made to bail out Teachers Credit Society in the 1980s, the State incurred massive losses. 
He has reared his head yet again.  There has been no action by the Government to put him out of business, which is what
should be occurring.  I will tell members of one arrangement into which he has entered through Blackburne and Dixon.  It
is as shonky as they come, but there has been no action whatsoever from the minister, the ministry or the board in this matter. 
Mr Peter Tilli has a company known as Pieros Corporation Pty Ltd.  It has an arrangement in respect of strata unit 2, which
is a pizza bar in the Coolbellup shopping centre.  Mr Ron O'Connor, who is a convicted thief, but who is still allowed to
practise in this State as a valuer licensed by the Government, even though he was convicted of stealing money from a trust
fund a few years ago, valued this pizza bar at $1.2m.  Frankly, that is absolutely laughable.  I ask members to look at it, and
if they think it is worth $1.2m, they are fools.  On the basis of that valuation, a loan to Pieros Corporation of $700 000 was
organised through Blackburne and Dixon.  The valuation was based on this:  Pieros Corporation obtained a headlease from
Castle City Pty Ltd.  Castle City Pty Ltd is a company controlled by Peter Tilli.  Peter Tilli leased to Peter Tilli the pizza
bar at the Coolbellup shopping centre.  The headlease had a rental value of $120 000 per annum.  The operators of that pizza
bar would need to make an awful lot of pizzas at the Coolbellup pizza bar if they are to pay a rental of $120 000 a year.  It
is just not credible.  On the basis of that headlease valuation, Mr Ron O'Connor then fixed the value of the property at $1.2m
and that was the basis upon which the $700 000 loan was organised through Blackburne and Dixon.  It has now been sublet
to an operator.  We do not know what rent the pizza bar operator in the Coolbellup shopping centre pays, but it would be
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highly unlikely that the operator would be paying $10 000 a month rental for the pizza bar.  As I have said, Mr Tilli cost
the State dearly through Teachers Credit Society and he is a risen phoenix courtesy of the inactivity of this Government. 
He will again inflict massive loss and damage on anyone who is associated in any way with this deal.  That is yet another
deal that Blackburne and Dixon has organised.  It is shonky; it should not be allowed to continue; and people should not
allow their infatuation with free market forces to enable these sorts of frauds and crimes to be perpetrated on the people of
Western Australia, particularly our ageing self-funded retirees. 

Another matter I will refer to relates directly to the legislation; that is, the fidelity guarantee funds.  There are two funds: 
One concerning the real estate and business agents, which is supervised by the Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory
Board, and the other in respect of settlement agents, which is under the Settlement Agents Supervisory Board.  It is
interesting to look at the history of claims that have been made before these two boards.  In the period from about 1994, the
claims were modest in amount and number.  However, $37 000 in claims was paid out by the Real Estate and Business
Agents Supervisory Board fidelity guarantee funds in 1995-96.  It had some 50 claims on hand at that time.  In 1996-97, 31
new claims were made, and I think $17 000 was paid out by the board.  In 1997-98, $90 000 was paid out by the board.  In
1998-99, $121 000 was paid out in claims by the board, representing 34 claims that were processed.  Suddenly, in
1999-2000 - I suspect this is very much related to the activities of these fraudulent finance brokers - it is estimated that
claims exceeding $2m will be determined by the board in the year ending 30 June 1999.  Currently, 37 claims are under
investigation, totalling approximately $5.9m.  Therefore, the amount of money that has been claimed as a result of
defalcation by real estate agents has gone from being in the tens of thousands to being in the millions.  As I indicated, I do
not think the average real estate agent has become more dishonest.  In this area, many of the people associated with the
finance brokers and the mortgages they have organised have been real estate agents, so there is an overlap between the two,
and, therefore, claims and expected payouts have been going through the roof.

Currently in this fund there is $23.5m.  That money has accumulated from people who lodge deposits with real estate agents,
whether they be deposits on rental properties or on properties to be purchased.  All of the interest from those deposits goes
into the fidelity guarantee fund.  As I indicated, currently $23.5m is sitting in that fund.  However, if this current level of
dishonesty and charlatanism continues, these funds will be quickly eaten up.

The level of activity with the Settlement Agents Supervisory Board, as one would expect, is considerably lower.  In 1995-96,
$433 000 was paid by the board; in 1996-97, $80 000 was paid by the board; in 1997-98, $86 000 was paid by the board;
in 1998-99, no claims were paid out by the board; and this year, 1999-2000, currently four claims are under investigation,
totalling approximately $2m.  The size of each claim is $1m, $847 000, $59 000 and $100 000 respectively.  The current
value of the fund is $7.5m.  I refer to those matters to indicate that, although there is obviously money in the fund, and we
support the extension of the period during which people can apply to be reimbursed for moneys they lose as a result of any
fraudulent behaviour by real estate agents or settlement agents, there is a dramatic increase in the number of people applying
to be reimbursed as a result of defalcation by real estate agents.  I believe that is substantially attributable to the activities
of the finance brokers and the overlap they have with real estate agents.

There was a bit of form associated with the activities of the finance brokers.  If one looks to the names of the major
borrowers who received funds in circumstances which, in my view, approached fraud in many cases, one sees Blackburne
and Dixon Pty Ltd has a number of people who were its major regular borrowers, as did each of the other finance brokers. 
Before dealing with Blackburne and Dixon, I will return to Global Finance Group Pty Ltd.  Its key borrowers, all except one
of whom were licensed real estate agents, were Dominic Casella, Nabil Sadek, Tom Lauwers, Colin King, Corina Johnson
and Gregory Johnson.  Many of the loans with which these people were associated went into default.  Therefore, there is
this connection between real estate agents who are licensed by the State, borrowing money through finance brokers and then
going into default.  This is one reason that we need an urgent judicial inquiry into this matter, because thousands of people
are losing their life savings as a result of neglect, disinterest and inactivity by the Real Estate and Business Agents
Supervisory Board.

The major borrowers of Grubb Real Estate and Finance, all except one of whom were real estate agents, were Graeme
Grubb, Arthur Baker, Ken Williamson, Roland Bocso, Laurie Ferris, John Manton and Peter Boccamazzo.  All the major
borrowers of Blackburne and Dixon, again with one exception, were real estate agents.  The one exception, Sam Papotto,
is in jail at the moment for fraud.  The major borrowers of Blackburne and Dixon who appeared time and again to be taking
money off unsuspecting senior citizens who were self-funded retirees were Gregory Johnson and Corina Johnson - we have
already heard about them in connection with Global Finance - Matthew Pavlinovich, a well-known crook in the northern
suburbs; Gregory Kennedy, about whom I have already spoken; Sam Papotto, who is in jail; Peter Tilli of Teachers Credit
Society and WA Inc fame; Laurie Ferris and John Manton, about whom we have already heard in respect of Grubb Finance;
Martin Banning; John Miller; Thurston Saulsman; Dominic Casella, about whom we have already heard in connection with
Global Finance; and Matthew Pavlinovich again.

The major borrowers of First Charter Mortgage Services were Laurie Ferris and John Manton - the same names; Greg
Johnson and Corina Johnson - we have heard all about them; and Matthew Pavlinovich.  We are here talking about people
who have participated in a great conspiracy to defraud people.  We must have a judicial inquiry to look into that.

Returning to the finance broker who hit the wall in 1996, Gamel Ward, the major borrowers were Bob Gomm and Vernon
Pleiksna, again both real estate agents.  The major borrowers from First Charter were all real estate agents.  I will deal with
MFA Finance Pty Ltd, the company of which the Premier's brother is a director.  The two major borrowers were Greg
Kennedy, a real estate agent, and Tan Sandhu.  I do not know what his occupation is.  Clifton Partners Finance Pty Ltd has
been mentioned in this House previously for failing to properly secure the investments that people had made, when it
promised a registered first mortgage and failed to deliver it.  Its major borrowers were Laurie Ferris and John Manton - the
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names pop up again - both of whom are real estate agents, and Paul Harrison.  I am not sure of his occupation.  The major
borrower of Fermanis' Trust Mortgages was Doyle.  I am not sure of his name or his particular undertaking.

I thought it was important to refer to that, because it conditions the matter with which I now want to deal concerning the
overlap between real estate agents and finance brokers.  The Real Estate Institute of Western Australia wrote to the Minister
for Fair Trading to indicate its strong view that the funds that are available through the real estate fidelity guarantee fund
should not be made available to people who are hurt as a result of the fraudulent activities of finance brokers.  It is a difficult
matter because there is this overlap.  However, the Real Estate Institute of Western Australia is concerned at the possible
implications of current suggestions that mortgage broking be deemed a real estate transaction for the purpose of the fidelity
guarantee fund.  It points out in its letter to the minister that the matter has significant ramifications for the financial and
fiduciary interests of those dealing with licensed real estate agents, and accordingly REIWA would welcome the opportunity
of discussing the matter.  In its letter to the Minister for Fair Trading, dated 20 September 1999, the institute said - 

All statutory qualifications for registration and licensing as a real estate practitioner are predicated on the need to
minimise public exposure to financial detriment or prejudice in the conduct of a real estate transaction; and that
criterion also underpins the real estate industry's professional Code of Conduct; the statutory Code of Conduct; and
the requirement of this Institute that all REIWA members carry professional indemnity insurance cover.

In addition, the Fidelity Guarantee Fund has been established through public monies generated by the conduct of
real estate transactions.  That Fund adequately protects agents' clients under prescribed circumstances and
conditions; and the Fund itself is protected from undue exposure through the professional Codes, constraints and
insurances by which real estate practitioners are bound.

This is the telling point -

The institute is not aware of any such constraints necessarily applying to mortgage brokers.

Well, they should be.  What is the minister doing?  Why is he allowing thousands of self-funded retirees to blow their life
savings through a system which is regulated, controlled and licensed by the Government - from government-licensed valuers
to government-licensed real estate agents to government-licensed finance brokers - but none of the protections that are there
with real estate are there with the finance brokers?

Ms MacTiernan:  In fact, it's worse.  He was on the verge of deregulating finance brokers until the wheels fell off.

Mr Shave:  That's not so; that's most unfair.

Ms MacTiernan:  It's absolutely true.

Mr Shave:  You don't know that, you're just surmising.

Mr McGINTY:  This is what the Real Estate Institute of Western Australia has done.  It has said - 

The institute is not aware of any such constraints necessarily applying to mortgage brokers; and accordingly the
integrity and efficacy of the Fidelity Guarantee Fund could be jeopardised through possible application of the fund
to mortgage broking.

It is clearly being said here that these people behave in a completely laissez-faire, corrupt way, that they do not have any
of the constraints expected from a government regulated activity which is jeopardising the funds of all of these people and,
therefore, they do not want this fund to be made available to the victims of finance brokers.  Maybe they are right, but that
is not an excuse for the Government failing to properly regulate, control and set in place the proper integrity and prudential
measures which will protect these people from the sort of behaviour that I have related to the House on this and other
occasions.

I have already referred to the recent history of Blackburne and Dixon.  When problems with finance brokers come up, we
have in this State a Finance Brokers Supervisory Board which is under the control of the Minister for Fair Trading and is
in the Ministry of Fair Trading.  Who is one member of the board to determine whether the directors and managers of
Blackburne Finance Ltd are fit and proper people to be involved as a licensed finance broker?  Members must bear in mind
that these people must be licensed.  I have already mentioned that there are two propositions currently before the Finance
Brokers Supervisory Board for replacement companies for Blackburne and Dixon which, as I said, entered into what is
essentially a soft liquidation yesterday.  They are trying to create another company to come up through all of this.  One of
the people who sits on the board to determine this matter is Ross Fisher, the co-director of the Premier's brother at MFA
Finance Pty Ltd which is engaged in this reprehensible behaviour to which I have referred.  He is actually sitting on the
board, passing judgment on matters of propriety with these people.

Ms MacTiernan:  Dracula in charge of the blood bank.

Mr McGINTY:  I think that is about right.  It is an absolute disgrace.  He should not be allowed to sit there in light of what
I have related to the House today.  Since the vile and pernicious practices of the finance broking industry became public
knowledge over more than a year ago, the response of this Government and of the Minister for Fair Trading in particular,
has been a disgrace.  Many have thought that the Government must be trying to protect people very close to the sources of
power in government and today they are proved correct in that assumption.

People involved in trying to assist many of the victims of the vile practices of the finance broking industry have raised matter
after matter with this Government.  The responses from the minister, the board and the ministry share the quality of all being
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very evasive and often grossly misleading.  One example is that Denise Brailey, the President of the Real Estate Consumer
Association and Doug Solomon, of Solomon Brothers, a solicitor acting for many investor victims, issued a joint media
release on 7 September 1999 which detailed a number of extremely serious issues concerning the conduct of the board and
the ministry over a number of years, and appended copies of documentary evidence of those matters.  In particular, it detailed
that Grubb Finance's trust account audit report to the board for the year ending 31 December 1992, seven years ago, received
by the board on 10 June 1993, had extremely serious qualifications detailing breaches of the Finance Brokers Control Act
in failing to keep full and accurate records of all moneys held by them and failing to balance the accounts at the end of each
month by virtue of unreconcilable amounts in the trust account at month's end.  The fact is that the board failed to act at that
time to stamp out these practices by Grubb.  The result was that the practices got worse and the likely losses of investors
are many millions of dollars.  As far back as 1992 the board was aware that Grubb Finance had received a heavily qualified
audit relating to its trust accounts.  

Mr Pendal:  The department, the ministry and the supervisory body would have taken that on board, wouldn't they?

Mr McGINTY:  That is seven years ago and we have seen everything unfold ever since.  It is not as though it is something
that has arisen only in the past few months.

Mr Pendal:  I don't think they took too much notice at all.

Mr McGINTY:  I do not think they did.  

The September 7 media release by Brailey and Solomon also includes all the papers for a serious complaint prepared and
lodged by a solicitor for a Grubb investor on 3 January 1997 which resulted in the board's inspector arranging for Mr Grubb
to meet the investor, a widow, who by then was no longer using a solicitor.  Grubb paid her the legal fees she had already
paid out and, following that, the file was closed by the ministry without any inquiry, despite the complaint showing serious
and totally unacceptable practices by Grubb.  The media release report also detailed that the board had quite simply refused
to even consider complaints by lenders for years, based on the utterly spurious view that lenders are not clients of brokers
because borrowers are the only clients of the brokers.  As a result of these and other matters raised in the media release,
RECA and Solomon Brothers have made the point that the losses faced by most of the investor victims would not have
happened if the board and the ministry had done their job properly.  The undeniable fact is that in light of the documentary
evidence appended to the media release, the board and the ministry have seriously let down the public and the Government
should take responsibility for the losses that it has caused.

What has the minister done?  After the grievance debate to which I have already referred, on 23 September 1999, the
minister said on ABC TV News that night that he had seen no evidence warranting any formal inquiry into the handling by
the board and the ministry of the finance broking industry.  He said, "We have made extensive inquiries and investigations
regarding the issue and I am satisfied the department has acted in an appropriate manner."  Let us go back to the auditor's
report of 1992 in respect of Grubb Finance.  In qualifying their audit report, the auditors said -

The following breaches of the Finance Brokers Control Act 1975 have arisen.  In accordance with sections 48(5)A
and D, the broker has (a) failed to keep full and accurate record of all monies held by them and (b) failed to
correctly balance the accounts at the end of each month by virtue of unreconcilable amounts in the trust account
at month end.

That was dated 10 June 1993.  The evidence was there seven years ago.  It is a damning qualification.

Mr Pendal:  A damning indictment.

Mr McGINTY:  It is a damning qualification on the report.  However, according to the minister there is no evidence.  The
evidence is the material in the press release by Solomon and Brailey in September this year.  There is a call for a proper
judicial inquiry into the activities of the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board, the Ministry of Fair Trading and the inactivity
by the Government over the past seven years.  The thousands of investors whose money has been lost are increasingly
blaming the inactivity of the minister and this Government to deal with the matter properly.  The minister commented on
television that night that he was satisfied the department had acted in an appropriate manner.  The next day Denise Brailey
personally delivered to the minister a copy of the 7 September 1999 press release and asked for a detailed response, in
writing, to each of the matters raised.  Two months later, the minister has not provided that response.  One matter in the
release directly affects the minister.  He wrote to Mr Wilsmore, a Grubb Finance investor victim, on 30 August 1999.  The
minister wrote in the letter that there there were no qualifications contained in the Grubb Finance audit report for 1997 and
that it was only in May this year that the nature and extent of the problem in the company was identified.  That is simply not
true.  It was misleading not to mention the 1992 audit.  It cannot be explained by saying that ministry personnel did not know
about it because they had sent a copy of the audit to Denise Brailey on 20 July 1999 in response to a freedom of information
request.  The Ministry of Fair Trading had the audit on its files.  A week later Doug Solomon sent the minister, by fax and
post, a long letter dated 29 September 1999 requesting the minister's response to a number of questions.  Not only has the
minister not responded to the issues in that letter, but also he has not even had the courtesy to acknowledge receipt of it. 
Mr Solomon raised issues on behalf of another victim.  A letter had been written on behalf of this victim asking questions
about prior Grubb Finance audits.  The minister's written response is dated 14 September 1999.  His response referred to
the 1992 audit and said that the report stated that the trust account records were not properly written up and were not ready
for examination.

The audit report actually said that the trust accounts were not properly written up for the reasons explained in paragraph 5
of the report.  Paragraph 5 stated that breaches of the Finance Brokers Control Act had occurred because -
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. . . the Broker has - 

(a) failed to keep full and accurate records of all monies held by them, 

and 

(b) failed to correctly balance the accounts at the end of each month

by virtue of unreconcilable amounts in the trust account at month end.

The minister's letter is a classic half-truth.  It would be classified as deceitful at common law.  It is grossly unacceptable
conduct for a minister.  The minister has been asked written questions about the issue and he has not responded.  That is
demonstrable proof that if this minister was ever fit for the portfolio, the crisis in the finance broking industry coupled with
the very close connections between cabinet members and key finance broking industry participants means the minister should
resign or be replaced by the Premier immediately.  

It saddens those on this side of the Chamber that so many innocent victims have suffered, are presently suffering and are
likely to continue suffering for a long time because the poisonous tentacles of the finance broking industry extend so far into
Cabinet that cabinet members cannot, or will not, take the appropriate action which is long overdue.  Earlier this year, the
minister announced, with great fanfare, government funding for the liquidators of Global Finance and Grubb Finance to also
perform the function of supervisors under the Finance Brokers Control Act.  Since then the minister, the Finance Brokers
Supervisory Board and the Ministry of Fair Trading have prohibited the supervisors engaging outside solicitors and have
insisted that solicitors employed by the ministry and a barrister engaged by the ministry be used.  Mr Solomon raised serious
concerns about the conduct of the Grubb Finance supervisor and his legal team in a letter to the minister dated 29 September
1999.  There was no response from the minister.  Grubb Finance investors now face a long, drawn out argument because
the supervisor, acting on legal advice forced on him by the Government, is trying to take control of all moneys payable by
Grubb borrowers, even when investors hold registered mortgages.  If the supervisor succeeds in that aim, there is little doubt
that the losses suffered by Grubb Finance investors will not be ascertained within the next 18 months.  Knowing the timing
of the next State election, one does not need to be too cynical to understand the motivation behind this approach.  The
investor victims and the public should understand that this Government is prepared to exploit the investors for its own
political purposes by extending the period of uncertainty and non-receipt of any money until after the election.  In acting
this way the Government is showing it is willing to keep up the attack on these seriously wounded retirees, which was started
by the Government's close connections with the finance broking industry.  The people of Victoria recently reacted strongly
to conduct which was benign compared with the conduct of this Government over finance brokers.  The Government
continues this approach of obfuscation, deception and sheer treachery at its peril.  As the important first step in resolving
this matter, we must have a comprehensive judicial inquiry to identify precisely how this diabolical mess developed and the
people responsible for it.  If this approach does not happen, the victims of the brokers already in liquidation and those
victims for whom there is no other possible future except liquidation - such as from Blackburne and Dixon - face a long and
drawn out period of great financial and emotional hardship which, but for the woeful conduct of the board and the ministry,
should never have been their lot to suffer in their retirement years.  I repeat the call in this place for an urgent judicial inquiry
to properly resolve this matter.

[Interruption from the gallery.]

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Holmes):  The people in the gallery are welcome to be here to share the debate with members
in the Parliament.  However, the laws and rules of the Parliament that we must obey are that there will be no clapping or any
noise from the gallery.  We welcome members of the public to enjoy the debate but I will be grateful if they desist from
applauding.

MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale) [5.17 pm]:  I support the member for Fremantle's comments and reiterate the Opposition's
support for this legislation.  However, I will also highlight some of the concerns we have, not only about the delays in
bringing forward this legislation but also in the whole administration of the Ministry of Fair Trading.  We know the minister
has seven couches in his ministerial office.

Mr McGowan:  Ten.

Ms MacTIERNAN:  Ten couches! I thought it was seven.  Perhaps the minister could clarify whether he has seven or 10
couches.

Mr Shave:  The member and I should discuss that.  I have said I would like to give the member a guided tour of those
couches.

Ms MacTIERNAN:  The minister has so many couches because so many defrauded Western Australians are waiting to see
him.  It surprises me that the minister can get away with a mere seven couches given the length of the queues of those
Western Australians waiting for a bit of justice to be meted out by the Minister for Fair Trading.  The Opposition supports
this legislation, which will improve the functioning of the fidelity guarantee funds.  The Opposition has been highlighting
these problems for a number of years.  In a matter of public interest debate over a year ago I set out numerous examples of
the victims of real estate fraud being denied access to those fidelity funds.  There was the disgraceful situation of people
being left in very parlous circumstances financially while the fidelity funds continued to grow at the rate of about $2.5m a
year.  At that stage, there was approximately $30m in the funds.  The Opposition drew the minister's attention to section
116(2) of the Real Estate and Business Agents Act and the need to amend that to allow some lengthening of the period one
has to lodge a complaint after a defalcation becomes known.
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The Labor Party highlighted the case of Mrs Waldron.  When she initially approached Mr Rossi, the Registrar of the Real
Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board, and made her complaint about defalcation, Mr Rossi told her that she should
make a complaint to the Real Estate Institute of WA because the agent involved was a REIWA member.  She took that
advice.  Like many members of the public, she had difficulty determining the differences between government and private
agencies.  Mr Rossi made no attempt to advise her that if she took her complaint to REIWA rather than formally to the board,
she could lose her entitlement to claim from the fidelity guarantee fund, as happened in due course. 

The Labor Party is pleased that the Bill will be retrospective so people like Mrs Waldron who were improperly and
inadequately advised by the Ministry of Fair Trading will have an opportunity to have their cases set right.  However, all
of the problems with the fund will not be solved by this amendment.  The fact that the passage of time bars access to the fund
is only one of the many excuses made by the Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board to deny proper access to
compensation.  An argument used is that a great many transactions are not real estate transactions, although any realistic
reading of the legislation indicates that they are real estate transactions.  That aspect must be addressed.  

Also, repeated delayed finalisation of investigations means that a claim cannot be brought to completion.  An example of
note is the case of Sure Sale.  A couple of dozen victims suffered from this real estate scam in mid-1996.  An investigation
was commenced by a couple of enthusiastic officers within the ministry in July 1996 - they were later taken off the case -
and as far as we can ascertain, that case is still under investigation.  We are three and a half years down the track.  Therefore,
the claims before the fidelity fund cannot be dealt with because the investigation is ongoing.  Can the Minister tell us whether
any progress has been made on that matter?  I asked the minister during the estimates committee hearing in 1998 - 18 months
ago - about the progress of the Sure Sale investigation, and the minister told me either directly or by way of supplementary
information that he was waiting upon advice from the Crown Solicitor's Office.  In this year's estimates hearings in May 1999
I asked the same question - how was the Sure Sale investigation going - and I received exactly the same answer:  The
Government is waiting on legal advice from the Crown Solicitor's Office.  We were told at that time that this advice was only
one week away.  Can the minister clarify whether he has received this Crown Solicitor's advice?

Mr Shave:  You know very well that I do not have the detail at hand.  If you had asked for that information with notice, I
could have provided it.  You have now raised the issue, and I will get the information and provide it to you. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  Excellent.  I hope the minister will do so in his reply to the second reading debate.

Mr Shave:  I will not give it to you in five minutes. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  The minister's reply to the debate will not be in five minutes as other speakers will contribute to the
debate.  The minister has time to seek the information as his advisors are beavering away at the back of the Chamber.

Mr Shave:  It is 5.25 pm, and the officers handling that matter down at the ministry may not be there at the moment.  Don't
be unreasonable. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  I thought that the minister would have some sort of watching brief with investigations of this kind.

Mr Shave:  As you well know, a number of investigations are taking place.  The member for Fremantle already outlined the
situation.  I will provide the information at the earliest opportunity. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  We are talking about legislation involving the fidelity fund.  Applications have been before the fund
for a number of years, yet they cannot be dealt with because the minister's department simply refuses to bring the
investigations to a conclusion.  Why is this so?  It is very puzzling and interesting.  

Today we may have stumbled across one of the reasons for this investigation not being concluded:  Maybe it is because of
the involvement of one David Miller, who is a partner in the law firm Kott Gunning.  We know that Mr Miller was the
Chairman of the Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board at the time of the Sure Sale scam.  We also know that
the minister refused to stand down Mr Miller, notwithstanding his clear implication in the scheme and the clear evidence
that Mr Miller was responsible for drafting the documents which proved to be completely useless in protecting the rights
of the real estate agent's clients.  Moreover, he played an active role in inducing clients to enter the scheme by providing
totally unfounded assurances that their positions were secure.  Notwithstanding this evidence, the minister did not move and
ask Mr Miller to stand down.  Mr Miller was allowed to preside over the board for 18 months after that information became
public - namely, until his term expired.  

We find that Mr Miller has popped up yet again today.  This time Mr Miller pops up in conjunction with the company owned
by the Premier's brother.  It is beginning to make a little sense.  We could not understand the situation.  Why was Dougie
doing this?  We knew he was lazy, but why was he taking no action against Mr Miller and not moving him from the Real
Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board?  Why was the ministry not investigating Sure Sale?  Why was the
investigation of a scheme which lasted for six weeks going on for three and a half years?  Maybe we have part of the answer
here:  Mr Miller obviously has had dealings with the Premier's brother's company.  I refer to the finance broking company
MFA Finance Pty Ltd.  Mr Miller and a number of his partners in his law firm were investors in the scheme, which the
member for Fremantle set out in some detail.  This was the mortgage taken over the Peppermint Park holiday chalets.  The
directors of MFA Finance are Mr Court and Mr Fisher, and these finance brokers arranged for a variety of investors to enter
a pooled mortgage scheme relating to Peppermint Park holiday chalets, which turned out to be a most unwise investment. 

Mr Miller and his partners - Mr Maurice Frichot and Mr Anthony Milne - invested in the ill-fated Peppermint Park holiday
chalets at the instigation of Mr Court's brother's company, but they did not invest their own money.  Mr Miller and Mr Milne
were acting in their capacity as trustees for the deceased estate of Colin Goldsmith, and Mr Frichot was acting as guardian
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for Tony D'Offay.  There was not just a simple contractual obligation, because all three partners were acting in a position
that gave them the highest order of fiduciary duty to their clients.  They were trustees and guardians.  Notwithstanding that
very high level of fiduciary obligation, they were prepared to ignore the fact, although it must have been apparent to them,
that it was a high-risk investment.  We know they must have seen the documentation because they were involved in the
preparation of settlement documents and attended the settlement.  They knew the purchase price was only $1.494m, yet the
amount being advanced to the borrowers was $2.3m.  It must have rung huge alarm bells indicating that the property was
massively over-valued and hocked up well in excess of its true value.  

The Opposition would like to know how Mr Miller and others had the involvement with Ken Court's company.  We would
like to know how extensive these connections are between Mr Miller and members of the Government.  It is the only way
we can explain why the Government has been so completely unwilling to act in relation to the matter of the Sure Sale
investigation.  It is a major disgrace.  It seems there has been a great subversion of the interests of the general public in
Western Australia, in order to protect a series of mates and persons who have connections with people at the highest levels
of government.  We see it not only in the finance broking industry, but also inextricably linked to the real estate industry. 
Until there is a complete and thorough investigation of all these matters and we ensure people of the highest probity are put
on these boards, we shall not in any way, shape or form be able to protect the consumers in this State.  

There is now a trifecta.  Mr Miller has presided over the Real Estate and Business Agents Supervisory Board,
notwithstanding a great question mark about his probity while he held that position.  He is now implicated in finance broking
scams.  Also, Mr Fisher, the partner or co-director of the Premier's brother, is on the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board
and has presided over one of the largest frauds perpetrated on private investors in this State.  Likewise, within the Settlement
Agents Supervisory Board, Mr Wild has been the subject of some considerable queries about his dealings.  A complete and
utter review of this whole industry is needed.  There should be a review of the way in which it is regulated, and the propriety
of vested interests being represented on these boards.  There is evidence that it is not working, and many of the guilty parties
are presiding over and purporting to sit in judgment on the industry, when clearly it is not within their interests to ensure the
industry is cleaned up because they are every bit as culpable as the people on whom they are passing judgment.  It has been
demonstrated today that Mr Fisher is involved in a web of borrowings that involve all the other finance brokers who have
been the subject of a great deal of comment in this place and in public.

The Opposition supports this Bill, which will go a very small way towards addressing some of the problems faced by the
victims of real estate and settlement fraud.  Unless we come to grips with the fact that a web of intrigue is tying up settlement
agents, finance brokers and real estate agents, and understand that the boards in control are not adequate to deal with the
task, we shall not get to the fundamental problems besetting this industry.  We appreciate what the Government is doing but,
unfortunately, it is too little, too late.

MR PENDAL (South Perth) [5.36 pm]:  I support the Bill.  In the course of debates in this House in the past year on some
of the topics raised by the members for Fremantle and Armadale, I have looked at these issues and voted on them with some
measure of detachment.  Members learn to absorb information at the rate at which it is pumped into the Chamber.  However,
particularly in respect of the information raised by the member for Fremantle, on which I will specifically touch in a moment,
I think the time has come when we need not just some form of judicial inquiry, but probably a royal commission to examine
the role of the regulatory agencies.  I refer to not just the existing agencies but to those as far back as the Department of
Consumer Affairs, its successor the Ministry of Fair Trading, and the regulatory bodies which have continued to exist under
both regimes.  In particular, I refer to the role of the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board.  

There are many reasons that a Parliament, Government and a community should establish something as serious as a royal
commission.  I recall that part of the process of the then Opposition - of which I was part - seeking a royal commission into
the affairs of the so-called WA Inc, was to draw a line after which conduct and behaviour begins to change.  In other words,
there may well have been a culture of deceit, misbehaviour, mismanagement or misapplication of the laws to a certain point,
but once some form of major inquiry is held, such as a royal commission, it gives the community a chance to rule a line,
beyond which those matters of public policy will be managed that much better.  That was the whole rationale for a royal
commission into WA Inc.  I believe we have reached that point now.  That is why I believe not only that we need some form
of judicial inquiry, but also that we have got to the point where a royal commission with all of its powers is needed.

There is another element to this which is common in respect of the matters to do with Wanneroo and any other matter on
which people seek a major public inquiry; that is, that the level of inquiry is brought about to restore the confidence of
people, in this case investors and in many cases small investors, in the regulatory system.  The reason that I was one of those
who looked with some detachment in the past 12 months at matters raised by the member for Armadale was simply this: 
I saw, rightly or wrongly, most of the issues raised as being the upshot of the inevitable consequence of people having simply
made a bad commercial judgment.  Whether I was right or wrong in that assumption, one was entitled at that stage to say
that when people invest they take a risk, they make a commercial judgment and they live with the consequences.  In the past
few weeks a number of people in my electorate have sought to raise matters in respect of the Finance Brokers Supervisory
Board.  People have been able to show me at least that we have moved up a gear or two and that we are no longer looking
only at the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board and its dealings with a number of punters who made bad judgments, but that
we are dealing with a regulatory framework which has failed.  

I am one of those members, and I make no apologies for it, who has received the documentation assembled by the solicitors
Solomon Brothers which has been referred to today and perhaps in earlier debates.  I was able to sit down with Doug
Solomon during the past week or two and with a number of people in my electorate who believe that the second point that
I made is now more valid than ever before; that is, that not only were a great number of people exposed to a commercial risk
that did not pay off but also, and this is the important second point, that they were exposed to those risks not as normal and
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reasonable commercial risks, but because the regulatory system failed them.  It is very difficult in the course of 20 minutes -
I hope I will not take that long - to distill all of the information in the document from Solomon Brothers.  Those members
who have not seen it might deduce from what I am showing them now that a huge amount of information is involved.  

However, three or four matters in those pages are not the whole story, not a comprehensive picture of how the regulatory
system has failed, but are indicative of the iceberg syndrome.  I want to mention those three or four matters.  I want some
answers because I believe they are indicative of a wider and deeper problem of maladministration.  Certainly they give rise
to fears that we have been overseeing some maladministration.  The member for Fremantle has touched on some of the
matters.  I shall refer to one which is contained in the documents.  For the purposes of this exercise I will not name names,
even though I have that capacity under parliamentary privilege.  The three or four incidents indicate to me that we need a
royal commission.  

My first concern is that I saw in these documents how an auditor dealing with the books of Graeme Grubb, finance broker,
was able to declare that she had no business dealings with Graeme Grubb, through the one dispensing clause, other than as
an auditor, yet the auditor did not reveal that she was a member of a firm of which the other principal, whose name is in the
documents, was a major borrower from Mr Grubb.  What are we told by that?  We are given the impression by an auditor
of detachment and professional disconnection, yet when one looks at the level of connection, one cannot but wonder how
it is that that auditor would be able to make a dispassionate judgment about the state of the books of Graeme Grubb, finance
broker.

Mr Shave:  Will you take interjections?

Mr PENDAL:  At the end of my time, if I have any time, I will take interjections.  I have 11 minutes.  I have already shown
today that I had five minutes to cover another serious matter.  Therefore, for the moment, I am not prepared to take
interjections.

My second concern is how was it possible that the predecessor of the current Ministry of Fair Trading, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, could state in a letter to the consumer, a Dongara man in this case, as far back as March 1990 that Mr
Grubb was not a licensee of the firm Grubb Real Estate and Finance but that the licensee company was a group called Linnhe
Pty Ltd?  What was not said, if I remember the letter correctly, was that other Corporate Affairs' records show that Mr Grubb
became a director of Linnhe nine months before then.  If I have understood that correctly, how is it that an official from the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs could effectively deny a link in the licence of that real estate company when we find that the
licensee company was another company of which Mr Grubb was a director at the material time?  That must raise a serious
doubt in anyone's mind about whether the law is being administered in an impartial way.

My third concern is in respect of the current Minister for Fair Trading handling the Bill today.  How was it that as late as
30 August of this year the current minister sought in a letter, a copy of which I have here, to minimise any adverse reports
on Mr Grubb between 1985 and 1997, a 12-year period, when we have access to a formal auditor's report dated 10 June
1993, bang in the middle of the period for which the minister was given reassurance, which reveals serious alleged breaches
of the Act?  Those alleged breaches were referred to earlier by the member for Fremantle.  How is it possible that the
minister was able to sign that letter?  I am the first to admit, based on secondhand information, that ministers are required
to sign a multitude of correspondence in the course of an hour, a half day or a day.  However, the minister is signing that
letter in good faith - I will give him the benefit of the doubt - therefore how is it that the people preparing the information
on his behalf are able to send that up through the hierarchy so that he is able to put his signature to something that gives
people assurances when assurances in those cases are not warranted?

I ask another rhetorical question:  Why is it that as late as 14 September this year the same minister was able to write a letter
to an Albany constituent containing information that the 1992 trust accounts were not properly written up or ready for
examination.  Again, the member for Fremantle briefly mentioned those accounts earlier.  Effectively, that is all the letter
said.  However, the same auditor's report told of a far more serious matter in that there were alleged breaches of the Act and,
to use the words of the previous speaker, irreconcilable amounts in the trust funds.  Can any member tell me of a more
serious issue that could confront one in a report of that kind, not only when dealing with a trust account, which has a very
special status at law, but also when dealing with allegations of irreconcilable figures in a trust fund?  Again I ask:  How is
it that that part of the information process was not conveyed by the minister to that person in Albany?  We are dealing today
with the real estate industry, specifically the fidelity fund, and we are considering the implementation of a more efficient,
more aggressive, more transparent and more regulatory function.  In itself that must be a good thing.  However, how can
the Parliament be asked to do that in respect of the real estate industry and other associated professions, such as settlement
agents, at a time when we know that the regulatory processes that are in place for finance brokers are awash with inefficiency
at best and maladministration at worst.

Do members see the point I am making?  Members might welcome the fact that we are dealing with a strengthening of one
body of law but it is passing strange that, in the wake of everything that has occurred with Global Finance Group Pty Ltd,
Grubb Real Estate and Finance and, in the recent past, a third major firm, we are not dealing with regulatory processes for
finance brokers.  There is the rub:  We are not dealing with them.  For that reason I have a renewed interest in what other
members of this place have been concentrating on for a year.  It makes me wonder how parliamentary and internal
government processes always seem to focus attention on the problem which is not urgent while neglecting the problems that
are; in this case the problems relating to finance brokers.

As I said at the outset, we have gone past the stage of dealing merely with whether people made correct commercial
judgments or whether they took reasonable risks.  We have now moved into an entirely different situation where people made
commercial judgments within a regulatory system in which they believed and which they believed would serve them well. 
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There is considerable evidence in the document I have referred to and the two or three cases I have cited to show that the
regulatory system has let them down.  For that reason, I repeat that we are at the stage now where we need a wide scale and
wide-ranging royal commission of inquiry.  In the meantime, I support the Bill.

MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [5.55 pm]:  This Bill deals with people who are adversely affected or have had their rights
infringed in matters governed by the Real Estate and Business Agents Act and the Settlement Agents Act.  Currently, if those
people wish to make a claim against the fidelity guarantee funds established by those two Acts, they must lodge a claim
within 12 months of becoming aware of the issue which has caused them to suffer a loss.  This Bill will extend that period
to three years with the possibility of extending it to a full six years - the statute of limitations - which extension is under the
control of the boards established by those Acts;  that is something which the Australian Labor Party supports.  

The minister, in responding, might be able to provide some advice with respect to the proposed numbers.  As he clearly set
out in his second reading speech, three different categories of people will be affected by the extension from one to three years
of the period within which people must lodge a claim.

Mr Shave:  Are you asking about the numbers of liability claims and the quantity of those claims?

Mr KOBELKE:  If I use the three categories set out by the minister, he might be able to provide an estimate of how many
people are involved.  The first group to which the minister drew attention were claimants who lodge a notice of claim which
was not lodged previously with the board and which is within the amended time limit, even if the notice of claim is not within
the existing time limit; that is, claimants who have become aware of the loss in a period three years prior to giving notice
now and who come forward and give notice to the board.  Many people in that group would have had the opportunity to
make a claim as they are within the one-year time limit.  A larger group of people can give notice of a claim now because
of the three-year period in which they can lodge the claim

The second group, alluded to by the minister, are those people who have already lodged a notice of claim with the board
under the existing provisions but the claim has not yet been determined and the notice of claim is within the amended time
limit, even if the notice of claim is not within the existing time limit.  This category of people would have already lodged
a claim with the board, most of whom presumably would be within the 12-month period.  Clearly, they are then within the
three-year period so they do not have a problem.  There may be some people in that category who have lodged a claim with
the board in a period outside the 12-month period but who will fall within the three-year limit so that their claims can be dealt
with now by the board.

The third category is where a notice of claim has been given previously to the board and the board has declined the claim
on the basis that the existing time limits have expired but the notice of claim is within the amended time limits.  In those
cases the board will have to reconsider the claim as it declined to proceed with the claim on the basis that it did not meet
the 12-month time limit.  Now, with the extension of time, people may have a valid claim given that they are within the three-
year time limit.  As the minister set out the categories in that way, that seemed to be the best way for me to categorise them. 
Can the minister provide the possible numbers in those categories, or a subsection of those categories if they fit the figures
he has had compiled?  Can the minister indicate also the likely judgment as to the cost of payouts on the information
available to him?

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm

Mr KOBELKE:  Prior to the suspension I asked a series of questions of the minister.  I will now make some comments on
the need for people to receive protection from shonky operators in the area of real estate transactions and mortgages.  The
Government does not see that it is important to maintain standards in this and most areas of government.  The Government
is about good press releases.  If it can get away with issuing a press release on a difficult matter, that is what it will do.  For
about three years now the member for Armadale has raised case after case of real estate matters and financial brokers who
have ripped people off, and been shonky operators who have not upheld the standards expected under the statutes in this
State.  When someone takes a complaint to the Ministry of Fair Trading, that person finds the ministry does not deal with
the issue; it tells him or her to hire a lawyer to take up proceedings, or it delays the matter, draws it out and hopes that the
person will go away.  Case after case has been capably brought into this place by the member for Armadale and others.  On
one or two occasions I raised matters on behalf of my constituents to which the Minister for Fair Trading and the
Government did not respond.  They have a laissez faire approach to this matter that it should be up to investors or purchasers
to look after their own interests.  The Government's approach is one of the "buyer beware".  

In the case of shonky operators, the current Minister for Fair Trading does not believe that he has any responsibility under
his oath of office to uphold the statutes for licensing requirements, which have the power to strike out an operator and to
take actions against operators who do not come up to the minimum standards.  The Minister for Fair Trading is not keen to
pursue that line, because time and again the minister has shirked his responsibility in this area.  In support of that I will refer
to the "Ministry of Fair Trading Annual Report 1998-99" that was tabled today in this House.  The report contains several
references to the Finance Brokers Control Act, to the Real Estate and Business Agents Act and to the Settlement Agents Act
that show how the Ministry of Fair Trading has not taken up those matters in any serious way.  On page 12 of the report,
in the section titled "Our Performance" is the heading "Finance Brokers Control Act 1975" which reads -

A review by the Finance Brokers' Industry Reference Group of the regulation of finance brokers and a Ministry
review of the Finance Brokers Control Act 1975 from a competition policy perspective, were endorsed by Treasury
and Cabinet.  

Both reviews concluded that licensing of finance brokers is restrictive in terms of the Competition Policy
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Agreement and not in the public interest.  Any benefits provided by licensing can be achieved in less restrictive
ways. 

Commonwealth legislation regulates finance brokers who pool private lenders' funds but does not provide any
protection for private lenders whose funds are not pooled.  Therefore, the reference group recommended that State
Government regulation of finance brokers who deal with private lenders and private borrowers be retained where
they are not covered by Commonwealth legislation.

It seems, on the surface, that that is deficient in at least two ways:  One is the view that there is no benefit from licensing. 
Many affected people might agree with that because the minister has failed to uphold the licensing policies.  The minister
has not enforced the rigorous controls that licensing should give.  I have grave concerns that if we follow the competition
policy argument and wipe away all these controls, more people will be the victims of shysters and people who do not have
integrity and do not uphold the basic principles of fair trading.  To say that we only need this because the Commonwealth
does not is a cop out, because we should ensure that people who get taken down by crooks have a recourse to reclaim some
of their money.  That is the clear intention of the statutes in Western Australia. 

I will move onto one other quote.  On page 53 under the heading "Support to the Real Estate and Business Agents
Supervisory Board" is a brief description of the role of the Ministry of Fair Trading in the Acts that this Bill will amend,
which reads -

The real estate and settlement (conveyancing) industries are regulated by the Real Estate and Business Agents
Supervisory Board and the Settlement Agents Supervisory Board. 

These boards contract Ministry staff to provide the services needed to carry out the statutory functions required
by the Real Estate and Business Agents Act 1978 and the Settlement Agents Act 1981.

Each board is serviced by specialist staff who supply additional legal, financial and general administrative support
where required.

That sets out clearly that the Ministry of Fair Trading provides the services to these boards that will take up the complaints
to which this Bill relates.  The difficulty is that the Ministry of Fair Trading has not always had specialist staff to take up
the complaints to help people,  and people are not given the support they need when they are caught out because someone
has broken the law and has not been willing to look after the interests of his clients.  We have a situation in which one finds
it difficult from the outside to know how much blame can be apportioned to the particular officers and the policies they work
under in Fair Trading and how much relates to the supervisory boards which should be taking action against particular agents
and opening up the potential for compensation for those people who have been adversely affected.  That matter needs to be
taken further, and the member for Armadale has been vociferous in her concerns and trying to get the minister to sort that
out. 

The minister is not interested in whether we have a problem with the legislation covering the board, or problems in Fair
Trading or both, and putting in place reviews that will sort out the problems to ensure that people's rights are upheld and
shonky operators are hounded out of the State and cannot continue to operate.

The third quote is on page 54 of the annual report under the heading "Support to the Finance Brokers' Supervisory Board"
and reads -

The Government completed a review of the Finance Brokers Control Act 1975.  This review is conducted because
the Act has been in operation for more than 20 years and some concerns had been expressed about its effectiveness
in the rapidly changing financial marketplace.  In addition, the State has an obligation under the National
Competition Policy to review this Act.

Cabinet endorsed the recommendations contained in the report together with a number of other interim
recommendations.  Those recommendations which require legislative change include:

C the establishment of a mandatory code of practice under the Fair Trading Act 1987; and

C the repeal of the Finance Brokers Control Act 1975 when the code of practice is established.

All of the recommendations will increase consumer safeguards and finance broker responsibilities towards
consumers.

Those statements in the annual report are laughable.  How can it be suggested that if the regulatory regime is taken away
and its powers reduced there will be a greater level of safeguard for consumers?  The situation in Western Australia is that
the safeguards are not working.  The Ministry of Fair Trading is not bringing prosecutions and enforcing standards to ensure
that operators in this area cannot continue to rip off people and break the law; yet this report says that we do not even need
that level of regulation and that the level of regulation can be further reduced.  That laissez faire approach does not work. 
It is totally out of touch with the needs of the many people in Western Australia who have been adversely affected by shonky
operators in this area.  This does great damage to the many players in real estate and in the finance broking industry who
do a good job.  Those services are very important to commerce, to trade and to investment in Western Australia.  When
shonky operators drag down the name of the whole industry, the funds going into that industry, which are essential for
development and for people to be able to invest, are threatened.

It is crucial for good economic management in this State that high standards of operation are established and enforced. 
However, for year after year under the current minister there has been no enforcement and no action has been taken.  It has
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simply been left to aggrieved parties to take their own legal action.  Often that is a long process through the courts, at great
cost to the people who have already been aggrieved by the actions of shonky operators, and at the end of the day it is
problematic whether they will achieve justice.  We have a Ministry of Fair Trading so that there is a government agency that
can step in to try to protect the rights of consumers and uphold basic standards.  However, this minister is not interested in
that.  He thinks it is all too hard, that he should not be involved, that the market should dominate, and if people get caught
by a shonky operator, then that is bad luck.  Unfortunately, that is the view of the current minister.

In this report of over 160 pages, it is only when one reaches page 60 that one finds a section headed "Finance Brokers In
Liquidation".  I will read into the record what is in this year's annual report -

During the financial year the Ministry became involved in significant issues concerning the activities of some
finance brokers.  The Finance Brokers Supervisory Board received complaints from members of the public
regarding their investments.  To address these issues, the Ministry provided significant support to the Board in
matters of compliance within the industry.

As a result of complaints investigations were conducted by the Australian Securities and Investments Commission
into two finance broking businesses.  Global Finance Group Pty Ltd went into liquidation.  Rowena Nominees Pty
Ltd, trading as Graeme Grubb Finance Broker, went into provisional liquidation.

The Finance Brokers Control Act 1975 permits the Board to apply to the District Court for approval to appoint a
supervisor.  The role of a supervisor is essentially to carry on the business for the purpose of concluding or
disposing of matters commenced but not concluded on behalf of clients of the business.

As this section of the Act had not been used previously there was no precedent to guide the Board.  After seeking
legal advice, the Board successfully applied to the District Court for approval to appoint supervisors to both
businesses.  The Board also applied for funding from the State Government to support the appointments.

It is anticipated that the issues will have a significant impact and resource implication for the forthcoming financial
year.

That report is clearly bland.  It simply suggests that the ministry is taking up an issue, that there is a resource implication,
and it acknowledges that the ministry had not acted in an area previously.  That is an indictment on the Ministry of Fair
Trading.  The member for Armadale has for some years been raising real estate issues and has since last year been raising
issues concerning finance brokers directly with the minister in this place, urging him to take action.  Fair Trading has been
dragged screaming into taking a minimal level of action, which has been inadequate to uphold the rights of aggrieved
investors.  That is all we get out of the annual report, and that is an indictment of Fair Trading and this minister.  It cannot
continue.  We hope that perhaps with the reshuffle we will get a minister who is willing to look after the interests of
consumers and who believes that fair trading is about consumer protection and looking after people's rights.  People expect
that government will try to uphold standards and not allow any shyster or crook to get away with dishonest actions or leave
it up to individuals to try to uphold their rights through the civil courts.  Unfortunately, that is the way the current
Government is operating.

The member for Fremantle raised the issue that perhaps there are reasons that the Government is holding back in this area. 
I will not repeat his claims because I have not researched them.  However, it certainly fits in with the way this Government
has operated in a range of other areas.  Just think about the areas in which this Government has taken strong action to uphold
minimum standards.  In most areas it is a charade.  That is the situation with Multanovas.  Multanovas on all our major roads
bring in millions of dollars under the subterfuge of enforcing speed limits.  The road toll is increasing, so the falsity of that
claim is demonstrated, because Multanovas have not had the effect of reducing the road carnage.  However, the Government
has filled its pockets with the money that has been generated from them.  That is one area in which the Government has said
that the law must be enforced and policed and that standards must be maintained.  That does not wash with most people in
the community.

The other area of which I am aware concerns the building and construction industry task force.  The Government put in place
a special police unit to hound unions and unionists in the building and construction industry.  The unit does not have a good
record, but it has created many problems for people.  That is one area in which the Government believes in being tough,
because it has a political agenda of attacking unions.  I ask members on the government side:  When does this Government
take proactive action to try to maintain standards?  When does it stand up for the rights of ordinary Western Australians?

Mr Trenorden:  I did not see you at Tambellup, Kulin or Goomalling for the opening of the community banks.

Mr KOBELKE:  No, I am talking about policing matters.  Can the member name one area in which this Government regards
the maintenance of standards for ordinary Western Australians as a matter of high priority and in which resources are
committed to doing the job and maintaining standards?

Mr Trenorden:  In the Police Force.  Come to Northam and I will show you.

Mr KOBELKE:  Western Australia has the worst crime rate in Australia, and the member says the Government does it with
policing.  The Government has put a large amount of money into policing; that is a fact.  It has built lovely police stations,
which were long overdue, and that was great.  However, in the end result, the Government is an abysmal failure when it
comes to a Police Force which is resourced with vehicles, petrol and the money for overtime so that the crooks can be
caught, taken off the streets and locked up.  This State has the worst crime rate in Australia.  The member can try another
one:  Is there any area in which this Government is proactive in looking after the citizens of Western Australia?
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Mr Trenorden:  You keep on changing.  You say you are only talking about police, and then you go back to the citizens of
Western Australia.

Mr KOBELKE:  I am dealing with fair trading.  This Government has failed abysmally with fair trading.  I am suggesting
to the member for Avon that whatever area is selected, it fits a pattern.  This Government does not believe in being proactive
and maintaining standards.  It might have built lots of schools, but when it comes to a policing role, when standards must
be maintained, with a carrot as an incentive for those people who do the right thing and a bit of stick for those who break
the law, this Government does not know how to do it.  I put it to the House that it is an area in which this Government has
failed across the board.  It has been an abysmal failure in the area of fair trading, as the many people who have been caught
out by shonky operators in real estate and mortgage investment can attest.  They are the victims.  When they turn to the
Government and say that they expect the Government to maintain minimum standards to look after their interests, the
Government is nowhere to be found.  The minister goes off and lies down on one of his couches - we know that he has six
or eight of them in his office.  He needs them because he is on the lie down all the time.  

Mr Pendal:  That has got to be a bit of a worry for a start.

Mr KOBELKE:  I hope that the minister returns because I want to ask him some questions.  Part of the attitude of the current
minister is that the people involved in this area are generally good blokes; if someone gets a dumb deal from a finance
broker, he is just unlucky!  I honestly believe that is the minister's attitude.  He does not want to rock the boat or get into the
area of fair trading and say that some individuals have been ripped off.  They are the victims of crime and the Ministry of
Fair Trading is a government agency which has statutes to uphold to protect people.  It should actually do something.  It
should pursue those who have broken the law and look after the interests of the victims.  That is not what this minister wants
to do.  He feels that the people in the finance brokerage industry and real estate are his mates, that they are good people and
we should not be tough on them.  That is the attitude of the Minister for Fair Trading.  That will not wash any longer.  Too
many people have been the victims of rip-offs by a small number of operators in these areas.  Action has to be taken. 
Unfortunately, as we find in so many areas, it will be left to the victims to pursue their own rights and to try to uphold them. 
At the end of the day we hope that they have a victory.  If the Opposition comes into government, it will be in a position to
revamp the Ministry of Fair Trading and give it support.  In Opposition, we can only continue to support the members for
Armadale and Fremantle who have taken up the fight on behalf of these people.  It is likely that some of these people, and
more than just a few, will actually win their cases, and then it will be patently clear that this Government has failed, it has
not done the right thing and it has not protected the rights of ordinary consumers in Western Australia.  

This Bill provides for an extension from one to three years for a person to lodge a claim under the Real Estate and Business
Agents Act and the Settlement Agents Act.  I hoped to ask the minister, who has not yet returned to the House, why the
Government has brought forward these changes.  I do not know whether any other ministers know why this issue was brought
forward.  It is a good move and we agree with it.  It may seem a simple question but this Government does not have a track
record of actually doing things that are good for people.  It is a strange question but I would like the minister to answer it. 
Why has the Government decided that people need three years instead of one to lodge a claim?  It is a good thing that should
happen but this Government does not do good things in this area.  

The Government extended the period for prosecution under the Occupational Safety and Health Act from one to three years. 
If someone was killed in the workplace through the negligence of an employer, WorkSafe Western Australia could prosecute
but the prosecution had to start within 12 months.  Last year we dealt with a Bill that extended the time to three years and
we supported it fully.  The Government did not extend it from one to three years because it thought it was a good thing but
because it was caught up in a number of mistakes and the legal draftsman said that the only way to fix the mistakes made
over the previous six years was to extend the period of prosecution.  The extension of the period in which to prosecute was
improved because the Government had to fix the problems it had created by not correctly appointing officers.  Those officers
initiated prosecutions when they had no power to initiate them.  

I would like an explanation of the rationale for the extension in this amending legislation.  It is not referred to in the second
reading speech.  I presume that the Government thinks that it is a good idea which the Opposition is bound to support and
therefore no explanation is necessary.  The Government does not have a good track record of doing things that will improve
the system for the citizens of Western Australia.  It might have been just a flight of fancy because the Parliament did not sit
last week and the Government decided it was a sop that could be offered to the people who for years were not helped.  I
suspect there is some other motive for the Government doing this and I hoped the minister would be here to answer.  Pressure
may be building up from outstanding cases that have not made any progress for 12 months, and the Bill provides for an
extension to three years to give the people involved at least half a chance of success.  The minister made no comment to that
effect in his second reading speech.  I am trying to hazard a guess as to the motivation for the legislation.  The Opposition
welcomes it and regards it as an improvement.  We hope the Government will improve a range of other issues in this area
so that people can seek help from the Government to uphold their rights and not be left to work as individuals or collectively
in self-help groups to try to get justice.  At present no avenue is available in the Ministry of Fair Trading to people to gain
justice in this particular area and that is to the shame of the Government, the Parliament and Western Australia.  

MR BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the House) [7.26 pm]:  Is it the Opposition's intention to go to Consideration in
Detail?

Mr Kobelke:  No.

Mr BARNETT:  This is an important piece of legislation which provides extra entitlements for people trying to recover
money involved in real estates transactions.  The minister is not present and to some extent I am in the hands of the House. 
I would prefer to see the Bill progress but a number of issues have been raised and unless the Opposition agrees, I will have
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no recourse but to adjourn debate.  That is not a threat or a bribe.  If the Opposition does not wish to go into Consideration
in Detail we can either adjourn the debate and the Bill will drop down the Notice Paper or we will progress with it.  The
minister is not here to deal with the legislation.

Mr Kobelke:  In trying to facilitate the legislation and because the Opposition supports it, we are happy to agree to the
second reading, go through the consideration in detail stage, and wait for the minister to respond at the third reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION AND AUDIT AMENDMENT BILL 1999

Declaration as Urgent

MR COURT (Nedlands -Treasurer) [7.30 pm]:  I move - 

That the Financial Administration and Audit Amendment Bill 1999 be considered an urgent Bill.

The Government is keen to present next year's budget using both the accrual appropriations - that is the major change - and
the capital user charges.  It will be difficult for the Government to present next year's budget in that format if it does not have
approval for this prior to Christmas.  If it is passed after Christmas, the Government will not be able to present next year's
budget in this format because it will be March or April before it goes through and the Government has the budget pretty
much locked in place by then.  The Government is keen to keep up with what is taking place in other jurisdictions so it is
keen to have this passed before Christmas.

MR RIPPER (Belmont - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [7.31 pm]:  The Opposition opposes the Treasurer's motion to
have the Bill declared as urgent.  It opposes the motion because the Bill was presented to the House on the last day of sitting
before the two week recess.  It was not apparent to the Opposition that it would be required to debate the Bill on the first
sitting day following the two week recess.  I was surprised to receive a copy of a letter from the Leader of the House last
Friday outlining the program for this week.  The letter indicated the Bill would come on for debate today.  Although there
has been a two week parliamentary break, this is the first parliamentary sitting day after the parliamentary sitting day the Bill
was presented to the House.  

The Bill deals with accounting and appropriation arrangements.  Even the Bill's proponents will argue that the impact of
these new accounting and appropriation arrangements will be apparent only in the medium term.  The budget papers may
be changed but the behaviour of agencies will not change immediately.  The impact will become apparent only in the
medium term.  In those circumstances it is hard to argue that a Bill dealing with arcane accounting and appropriation
arrangements needs the degree of urgency the Government has given it.  The Opposition needs time for further consideration
of these matters.  It was briefed by Treasury officials yesterday.  It has not had an opportunity to consult on this matter with
groups interested in accounting and public administration issues or with public sector unions.  

This tendency has become symptomatic of the Government's management of its legislation.  The Government does not have
a substantial legislative program in this place and it rushes bits of legislation into the House, puts  forward motions to have
the legislation declared urgent and requires the Opposition to debate whatever scraps of legislation it can introduce because
of the overall thinness of its legislative program.  Usually a lot more time would be available for consideration and
consultation on a piece of legislation such as this, than the Government is offering this session.  This situation occurs week
after week.  Legislation is presented to the House and the Government requires it to be debated within a fairly short period. 
This situation will occur again with the native title legislation.  It will be introduced this week and the House will be required
to debate it next week.  Everyone knows it is a complex and complicated topic.  I understand the Government is not
proposing to introduce exactly the same legislation as it introduced last year.  Members will need to come to grips with a
complex matter that requires consultation with a range of interested parties.  This is one more example - part of a series and
it will be repeated next week - of the Government bringing in pieces of legislation and requiring the Opposition to debate
them without sufficient time for consideration and consultation.  

The ostensible purpose of this legislation is to improve accountability and the transparency of government financial
operations.  However, we have seen a process of reform which aims to improve transparency and accountability but which
has succeeded in making it more difficult for members of Parliament to compare what is going on with the Government's
accounts year by year.  The Government has been able to have its cake and eat it too.  It has been able to tell accountants
and others outside Parliament it is more accountable and transparent while members of Parliament are more confused and
the Government is less accountable and transparent to Parliament on its financial operations.

MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [7.36 pm]:  The Bill the Treasurer seeks to have treated as urgent is only about three pages
in length.  What is written in the Bill seems fairly straightforward.  However, the implications for our whole accounting
system are quite pervasive.  It will affect the way government agencies run and how accounts are presented.  The
Government looks like it has something to hide by trying to rush the Bill through.  Time and again the Government has said
it is improving the system of accountability and making the books more transparent.  In fact, exactly the opposite is
happening.  We have sat in Estimates Committee debates for the past few years and have asked what certain figures mean
on accrual accounting and have been told:  "How long is a piece of string?".  The figures are absolutely meaningless in many
areas.  One example is the huge increase in the capital value of the Department of Conservation and Land Management. 
That came down to a revaluation of the native forest.  There is a whole range of different ways native forest can be evaluated,
so the Government threw in a few billion here and there.  It makes nonsense of the accounts, but that is the way accrual
accounting works:  Everything must be brought to book.  The more the Government claims its accounts are open and
transparent, the more difficult it is to understand what the Government is doing.  It has even reached the ludicrous situation
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where the Treasurer says the current budget is balanced.  Everyone in business and many people throughout the State know
there is a $640m deficit.  All the people on the right of politics - Government supporters - say there is a $640m deficit in
the budget.  The Treasurer says there is no deficit because the Government is using accrual accounting.  He says it is using
different sets of books and because of this the budget is coming out in the black.  The Treasurer is asking the House to pass
this Bill as a matter of urgency, which will mean the accounting system will again change in a fairly major way and make
it even more difficult for the Parliament to call the Government to account.  It will be more difficult to work out the size of
the deficit the Government is running and the actual expenditure in a whole range of government departments.

Mr Court:  It is an interesting argument, but it is the exact opposite.

Mr KOBELKE:  I am willing to admit that the Treasurer has made many improvements in the way the accounts are
presented.

Mr Court:  We are debating whether or not the Bill should be treated as urgent.

Mr KOBELKE:  My point is that the Treasurer has made many changes that have improved the accounting procedures in
many respects.  However, for members of Parliament, the accounts have actually become more opaque, not more transparent. 
It has become much more difficult to compare government performance year by year and to know how this Government is
going.  Government is not a trading enterprise; the picture is much more complex.  If the House deals with this Bill on the
basis that it is urgent, it will not have the time to consult widely on the full implications of the changes it contains. 

I may take this up when we have the second reading debate- whether it is today or an another day - but earlier today we had
a debate which rested on a report of some people who came from another jurisdiction altogether, looked at a government
agency and made it clear that the accounting system was stuffing up the police, and that policing was not working because
it was driven by accountants.  This motion asks us as a matter of urgency to make a range of further changes to the way
money is allocated and accounts are kept across government in Western Australia.  It may be that the Treasurer can convince
us that there is far more good than bad in his proposals, but to bring the Bill on as a matter of urgency denies members the
opportunity to consult widely and to have an informed view of the full ramifications of these changes.  The Opposition does
not believe this Bill should be considered urgent.  There should be time to consult widely and come back and put forward
more informed views as to the likely outcome of these changes.

MR BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the House) [7.40 pm]:  The Opposition might well make its point but I make one
observation:  We are operating under trial standing orders which I think members on both sides of the House support.  This
legislation was introduced by the Treasurer on 28 October 1999.  It is now 16 November.  This Bill not been rushed in, there
has not been a lack of opportunity for the Opposition to study it.  The Opposition may claim it is an urgent Bill but it does
that against the background of the trial standing orders.  Under any normal parliamentary process this Bill has been here for
about three weeks by my calculation.  That is totally proper.  The Opposition should be ready to deal with the Bill.

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (28)

Mr Ainsworth
Mr Baker
Mr Barnett
Mr Barron-Sullivan
Mr Bloffwitch
Mr Bradshaw
Dr Constable

Mr Court
Mr Day
Mrs Edwardes
Dr Hames
Mrs Holmes
Mr House
Mr Johnson

Mr MacLean
Mr Marshall
Mr Masters
Mr McNee
Mr Omodei
Mrs Parker
Mr Pendal

Mr Prince
Mr Trenorden
Mr Tubby
Dr Turnbull
Mrs van de Klashorst
Mr Wiese
Mr Osborne (Teller)

Noes (13)

Ms Anwyl
Mr Brown
Mr Carpenter
Dr Edwards

Mr Graham
Mr Kobelke
Ms MacTiernan

Mr McGinty
Mr Riebeling
Mr Ripper

Mrs Roberts
Mr Thomas
Mr McGowan (Teller)

Pairs

Mrs Hodson-Thomas Mr Cunningham
Mr Kierath Dr Gallop
Mr Shave Ms Warnock
Mr Nicholls Ms McHale
Mr Sweetman Mr Marlborough
Mr Minson Mr Grill

Question thus passed.

Second Reading

Resumed from 28 October.

MR RIPPER (Belmont - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [7.46 pm]:  This Bill seeks to implement three main changes: 
First, it proposes to introduce an accrual appropriations scheme; second, it proposes to facilitate the introduction of a charge
on the use of capital by agencies; and third, it proposes to facilitate electronic payments by government agencies.  I say at



3092 [ASSEMBLY]

the outset that Labor does not oppose this legislation but it believes significant questions need to be raised regarding the
Government's proposals.  It also believes these matters require further consideration and at a later stage of the debate I will
be seeking to move that the Bill be referred to the Public Accounts Committee for that further consideration.

Before I proceed to discuss the three elements of this Bill, I refer members to information contained in the annual report of
the Treasury Department.  On page 22, under the heading "key achievements", the annual report states -

During 1989-99 the Resourcing area: 

* prepared for the introduction of a new appropriation regime including a capital user charge. 
Considerable research and design work was undertaken to develop Treasury's approach to these important
financial management developments.  This work is evidenced by the following two papers, prepared with
assistance from agencies: . . . 

The two papers are listed with a description of each.  The first paper is titled "A New Appropriation Regime for the Western
Australian Public Sector" and the second is "A Capital User Charge Regime for the Western Australian Public Sector".  The
Parliament's consideration of these matters would be assisted if the Government were to make available these two papers
prepared within Treasury.  So far the papers have not been made available to members of Parliament or the public.  If the
matters are as significant, important and urgent as the Government says they are, the supporting evidence in the form of the
papers prepared within Treasury should be made available to the public and the Parliament.  In his response to the remarks
of the Opposition, I hope the Treasurer will be prepared to table these two discussion papers and to agree to the matters
going to the Public Accounts Committee, which perhaps can also look at them.

I now turn to the first part of the legislation - the proposal to introduce an accrual appropriation scheme.  Accrual
appropriation will be a significant change to the appropriation processes of this Parliament.  Currently Parliament is asked
annually to appropriate expenditure, and the level of appropriation matches the level of cash expenditure during the year. 
I make that statement with one qualification - the Government's extensive use of the Treasurer's Advance Account enables
high levels of additional expenditure beyond that appropriated through the budget process.  Nevertheless, that expenditure
through the Treasurer's Advance Account is appropriated by this Parliament after the financial year.

Under the proposed new system, Parliament will be asked to appropriate funds which reflect the expected level of not only
cash expenditure but also non-cash expenditure being incurred.  The appropriation will reflect the full cost of delivering a
service, including cash and non-cash items.  I understand the non-cash items will include long service leave and
superannuation liabilities, and accumulated depreciation on non-current assets.  Each year the departments will have
appropriations for cash and non-cash items.  Of course, there will not be expenditure on the non-cash items in the first year
of appropriation.

My understanding is that the funding that is appropriated, but not expected to be spent during the year, will flow to a
suspense account held by Treasury.  At any given time, it will contain all the appropriated expenditure for non-cash items
at an agency level.  The appropriated revenue not spent will be classified as an asset in the departmental books.  Agencies
will be able to access a suspense account when they have to pay an accrued expense, such as long service leave.

A number of issues are raised by these proposed arrangements.  I focus, in particular, on issues related to depreciation
expenses and the capital works program.  Under those new arrangements, funds nominally appropriated for recurrent
purposes to cover depreciation expenses ultimately will be used for capital works.  This raises an accountability question
for the Parliament.  At present, this Parliament appropriates money for both recurrent expenditure and capital works.  The
capital works program of the Government is subject to examination by the Estimates Committees and in the usual debate
on the budget Bills.  We will no longer have appropriations which cover the entire capital works program.  Instead of the
current system, we will have three new types of appropriations - those which, in essence, are prices for outputs delivered
by agencies; those which are capital injections for new capital works; and those which are for transfer payments, grants and
subsidies.

We do not know precisely how the new arrangements will be reflected in the layout and content of the appropriation Bills
and the budget papers.  That is a matter of particular concern given that with some of the previous reforms and changes the
Government has introduced in financial management, we have found the budget papers have not been presented in a way
that makes them easily understood by members of Parliament; consequently the parliamentary accountability for the
expenditure of the Executive has been compromised.  With regard to the latest range of changes, I hope the Government
will conduct a further round of consultation with the Public Accounts Committee and other interested members of Parliament
to make sure the budget papers will be presented to Parliament in a way that is acceptable to members in this place.

I return to the capital works program.  Under this new accrual appropriation regime, capital works will be funded from two
sources.  If an agency is seeking to replace assets that have reached the end of their economic life, the agency will draw down
from the suspense account which contains the notional allocations for the depreciation on the asset.  That draw down from
the suspense account will not be subject to appropriation by the Parliament or scrutiny by parliamentarians.  There is a
further complication which gives cause for concern:  When this scheme was introduced in Victoria, the suspense accounts
were divided according to the nature of the non-cash items.  There was a section in the suspense account for superannuation
liabilities, leave liabilities and depreciation.  My understanding is that the Western Australian Government does not propose
to divide the suspense account in this way.  There will be a global suspense account for each agency.  It may be the case,
therefore, that an agency will draw on funds, which are notionally set aside for superannuation liabilities or leave liabilities,
for the replacement of some capital item; in other words, we might see an agency raid on funds in the suspense account,
without parliamentary scrutiny, to provide for a particular capital work.
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There is plenty of scope here for evasion of parliamentary scrutiny.  An agency, for example, might argue that a new work
in a marginal electorate is the replacement for a fully depreciated asset in some other part of the State.  The Education
Department, for example, might have put aside into the suspense account moneys for the depreciation of a set of school
buildings.  When those buildings reach the end of their economic life and are due for replacement, the department will not
have to come back to the Parliament to get an appropriation for the capital works.  The Parliament will not be able to
scrutinise what the department proposes to do with the replacement capital works.  The department will be able to go to
Treasury and draw down from its suspense account for the replacement buildings.  Mr Acting Speaker -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  I remind the member that I am the Deputy Speaker, not the Acting Speaker.

Mr RIPPER:  I apologise.  Although you are acting very well, nevertheless you are the Deputy Speaker.  

As I was saying, the department, therefore, might be able to argue that a new set of buildings on another school site is the
replacement for that which has reached the end of its economic life.  Whereas Parliament can now scrutinise that sort of
decision and ask the minister why school Y is to be closed while school X is to be built, these new arrangements will allow
departments to make those decisions without that level of parliamentary scrutiny.

I am arguing that this new arrangement will dilute Parliament's scrutiny of the capital works budget.  Only new capital works
will be funded by parliamentary appropriations.  Capital works that constitute replacement of assets will be funded from
draw downs in the suspense accounts that will not be subjected to either appropriation or parliamentary scrutiny.  This is
a very big change in the way the budget papers will be presented.  There is always the chance that there will be difficulty
in comparing what will happen in next year's budget with what has happened in this year's budget and in previous years. 
The Opposition understands that there will be some comparability from 1997-98 onwards but none before that.  This is not
an insignificant issue.  Next year's budget will be the last before the state election, and as a pre-election budget it will be
subjected to particular scrutiny.  It will be most unfortunate if commentators, the media, the Opposition and, indeed, the
Parliament generally, cannot adequately compare and contrast the budget forecasts in next year's budget with what has
occurred in the past.  The Government will need to take care to avoid that.  It will need to consult members of Parliament,
in particular the Public Accounts Committee, about the way the budget papers are prepared lest it incurs significant criticism
on accountability grounds. 

It concerns me that this Bill has been declared urgent.  Presumably it will go through this House this week and the
Government will then try to get it through the Legislative Council before Christmas.  If it needs to be passed before
Christmas to provide for changes to the presentation of the budget papers next year, that raises grounds for concern that there
may not be any time for consultation on the way those papers are presented.  I have some doubts about whether the Bill will
be passed by the upper House before Christmas.  It was not on a list of priority Bills that the Government gave the
Opposition in the other place.  In other words, the government leadership in the other place does not seem to be giving this
Bill the same priority that the government leadership in this place is giving it.

The Opposition does not oppose the move to accrual appropriation.  However, it believes many of the benefits are oversold. 
The Government has in the past claimed a record of improvements and reforms in the financial management arena.  I referred
to this issue in my remarks on the motion that the Bill be declared urgent.  On the one hand the Government has claimed
that it has improved accountability and transparency of financial operations and that it is a reformist government in this area;
on the other hand, members of Parliament have found it more difficult to compare one set of budget papers with the
preceding set.  The continuous change in financial reporting arrangements and in the presentation of the budget papers has
added to the obscurity of government financial management and lessened the accountability that the Parliament can require
of the operations of the Executive.

The Bill seeks to provide for Treasury to levy a charge on agencies' use of capital.  The Opposition understands that the
charge will be slightly higher than the current rate at which the Treasury is able to borrow.  The second reading speech
explains that the capital user charge will ensure that agencies acknowledge the opportunity cost of the capital that they
employ.  It states - 

Capital invested in and employed by government agencies has an opportunity cost in that these funds could be spent
on other government priorities.

It is interesting that the capital user charge will be higher than the interest rate at which Treasury can borrow.  I understand
that that is because in the economy generally returns on equity capital are higher than returns on debt.  The Government aims
to have what might be called an average cost of capital calculation for its charges.  That is why, in taking into account equity
capital, the capital user charge will be higher than the interest rate at which Treasury can borrow.

This question of how to determine the opportunity cost of the capital is a key issue.  One of the problems with these financial
reforms is that we find it easy to obtain information about strict accounting issues, but it is much more difficult to get
quantitative information about social and environmental costs and other intangible impacts on the community.  The
opportunity cost of building a $10m extension on a hospital may be $600 000 a year in forgone interest revenue.  How do
we measure the impact of the hospital extension on the health of the people who will use that facility?  How do we put a
value on improving the quality of life of a person who may get a hip or knee replacement operation as a result of that $10m
extension?  One of the problems with getting more and more sophisticated financial information is that that information may
come to outweigh the other intangible factors in government decision making.  We must remember that in the final analysis
Governments are not businesses and are not there to make a profit; they exist to provide services to the community. 

The business world likes the government financial reporting systems to mirror private sector systems.  It certainly makes
it easier for the private sector to understand what is happening in government.  However, there are significant differences
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between the way in which the Government must operate and the way in which the private sector must operate.  Parliamentary
and public accountability is fundamentally important.  If we adopt private sector procedures that compromise parliamentary
and public accountability or bias government decision making against the intangible social and community factors that are
harder to measure, we have not made the gains the Government claims to have made.

This capital user charge may have some interesting effects.  It will provide an incentive for agencies to reduce capital
employed by disposing of surplus assets.  This may send the wrong signals to some agencies.  They may be inclined simply
to look to the short term or sell a strategically important asset to gain a short-term funding boost.  Again, the comparability
of financial reports may be compromised.  The capital user charge is a new concept.  From next year, the financial accounts
will include this charge as a new cost for which agencies will be funded.  This will raise the cost of outputs and, therefore,
the total appropriation required by departments.  Next year's operating statements will not be strictly comparable with
previous year's financial statements.  Anyone wanting to compare the two sets of statements must make adjustments for the
impact of the new charge.

Interestingly, both government revenue and expenditure will rise.  Agencies will pay the capital user charge to Treasury,
which will be recorded as government revenue.  On the other hand, agencies must be funded to meet the cost of the new
charge.  Consequently, expenditure by the Government will also increase.  The figures could be quite large.  In the minister's
second reading speech, the claim was made that more than $20b worth of net assets are in the general government sector. 
If a capital user charge of 6 per cent were applied to that figure, total appropriations and total revenue would increase by
$1.2b.  Nothing will change immediately, but the budget papers will look considerably different.

I am concerned about a number of possible impacts of this capital user charge.  I refer for example to user-pays charges
levied by government agencies.  User-pays is a philosophy this Government supports.  More and more examples are arising
in which agencies engage in full cost recovery for services they supply to users.  In those circumstances, the cost to users
will rise as a result of this capital user charge.  The agency will pay the Treasury for the use of the capital in supplying a
service and that must be factored into the cost recovery.  Anyone now paying a user-pays charge for a government service
will find that charge will increase as a result of the capital user charge.  Many people in Western Australia should be
prepared for an increase in government taxes and charges, particularly if the Government is telling them they are presently
paying a user-pays charge.

The second area that concerns me is ministerial responsibility.  It seems to me that increasingly ministers see themselves
as purchasers of outputs from agencies.  Ministers see agencies as business units charged with efficiently producing the
outputs the minister purchases.  It is almost as though the minister is contracting out the business of government to an agency
from which he or she remains at arm's length.  That is an undermining of our system of government and of ministerial
accountability to Parliament.

The minister is not just a purchaser of outputs from an agency operating like a business unit.  The minister is responsible
for the activities of the business unit.  He is responsible for the efficient administration of that agency and the quality of the
services.  I am further concerned that, through the use of the suspense accounts and accrual appropriation, agencies might
engage in manoeuvres for which the minister will not take responsibility.  Rather than the minister having to defend the
capital works program in the Parliament, he will say the agency is involved in a normal business operation; there has been
depreciation of an asset and it is simply drawing on the provision to replace an asset that has depreciated.

I am also concerned that the application of these changes will be difficult for agencies.  There will be a bonanza for various
consultants who will contract to agencies in the Western Australian public sector and advise them how to implement these
new accrual appropriation arrangements.  Agencies will not like these new arrangements because they will not necessarily
have the in-house expertise to apply them.

Accountability will be particularly compromised by the failure to compartmentalise the suspense accounts according to the
nature of the non-cash expenditure incurred.  An opportunity will arise for agencies to raid superannuation or annual leave
provisions to fund urgently needed capital works.

The arrangements will also provide for the continuation of some activities that Government will not necessarily want to
continue.  I can see the benefit of accrual appropriation for continuing activities with which the Opposition has no
disagreement; for example, the operation of the education system.  State Governments will always operate schools in this
State.  There will always be depreciation of schools and replacement of school buildings.  The education system is a
continuing operation.  Accrual appropriation enables the Parliament to recognise the full range of costs that will be incurred
in the provision of that service.

However, there are other activities for which there should be no assumption of continuation.  I refer, for example, to the
belltower.  Under this arrangement the depreciation on the belltower will be provided for in a suspense account held by
Treasury.  When the belltower has reached the end of its economic life, the agency responsible for its management will be
able to go back to Treasury and draw down from the suspense account and build another belltower without any parliamentary
scrutiny.  That is an example of how this arrangement could have unexpected and negative effects.  What should happen with
something like the belltower is that at the end of its economic life, the Government of the day should be able to decide
whether it is a worthwhile project and whether it should be continued.  That decision should be subject to parliamentary
accountability and scrutiny.  Under this accrual appropriation regime, there will be an assumption that the agency responsible
for the belltower will be able to go to Treasury and get the funds to replace the belltower without a specific government
decision and certainly without parliamentary scrutiny.

Mr Kobelke:  One's enough!
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Mr RIPPER:  We might not only have to put up with one belltower; we might also have to put up with a succession of
belltowers funded under the Premier's accrual appropriation regime and the use of the suspense accounts.  Agencies will have
a right to draw down their suspense accounts without further appropriation even though continuation of the particular activity
may no longer be relevant or desired.  Parliament will lose full control of the capital works program.

Mr Court:  I do not follow that argument.

Mr RIPPER:  Let me explain it to the Premier in shorter sentences.  What will happen is that the capital works program in
any one year will now be funded from two sources:  The first will be capital injections for new capital works and the second
will be draw downs from suspense accounts for replacement of fully depreciated assets which have reached the end of their
economic life.  Parliament will scrutinise the capital works program which is funded from capital injections for new capital
works.  However, my understanding is that Parliament will not scrutinise the draws from the suspense accounts for
replacement of fully depreciated assets.  I hope that the Premier can correct me on that matter, or perhaps the Government
will further consider how this arrangement will work and come up with some way for Parliament to retain its scrutiny of the
full capital works program. 

I hope the Premier will be able to put to rest other concerns.  It seems to me that a capital user charge will particularly impact
on those agencies which use a lot of capital.  As a former Education spokesperson for the Opposition, I worry about the
impact on the school system.  Members on this side are asking such questions as whether there will be a financial incentive
for schools to sell school ovals in order for the Education Department to reduce the capital user charge which it is required
to pay Treasury and whether there will be particular pressure on the continued existence of small rural schools.  The
department may conclude that the continued existence of a small school in a small town is an uneconomic use of taxpayers'
capital.  It may conclude that the capital user charge, which it is required to pay to Treasury as a result of the operation of
that small rural school, is no longer supportable.  We on this side are concerned that the Government may be building into
the financial system a bias against capital intensive agencies.  We are also concerned that the Government may be building
into its financial system a bias against services to country and regional Western Australia.  A lot of government assets in
country towns and remote areas may not be seen on a strict accounting and commercial basis to be economic uses of
taxpayers' capital.  The Government may be building in a bias against the continued operation of those services because of
the capital user charge.  In principle, a Government can make political decisions to counteract any such biases.  However,
I have seen no evidence that this Government is prepared to move beyond strict accounting and commercial arrangements. 
For this Government, the Holy Grail is the market, economic rationalism and modelling the public sector on the way in which
the private sector works.  I have already indicated that the public sector must take into account a lot more than the private
sector.  The public sector must take into account community and social needs and a lot of intangible and difficult to measure
factors concerning individual and community wellbeing.  I am concerned that the system may be biased in that way. 

This matter requires more consideration.  At the conclusion of the second reading debate, we will begin some discussion
of the detail of the Bill.  It is my intention to have that discussion, because I think we can get further information from the
Government.  However, I do not think that that will be enough discussion on an issue of such importance.  I believe that the
Public Accounts Committee should consider this matter and report to the Parliament.  During the consideration in detail
stage, I will move a motion to that effect.  I hope that the Public Accounts Committee will be able to report to this House
by the end of the first sitting week next year so that we can all get a better understanding of how the system will impact on
Western Australian public sector agencies, the presentation of the budget papers and the scrutiny which Parliament can apply
to the financial operations of government. 

I will comment briefly on the third part of the legislation, which will facilitate electronic payments by government agencies
for services which they procure.  The Opposition strongly supports arrangements to facilitate electronic commerce.  We want
to stimulate the information technology industry in Western Australia.  We want to make sure that Western Australia is state
of the art in this area.  We want to make sure that Western Australia is well positioned to take advantage of the growth of
information technology industries on a global basis.  One of the ways in which we can do that is to facilitate electronic
commerce in this State.  This Bill, in facilitating government payments electronically, is one small step towards supporting
electronic commerce in Western Australia.  Other important mechanisms must be addressed, and I will make brief reference
to one such mechanism.  An appropriate framework to protect the privacy of people's personal information is an important
support for electronic commerce.  Federal privacy legislation governs the federal public sector.  We have an indication from
the Federal Government that we will have federal legislation governing the private sector, but we have no legislation which
protects the privacy of information held in the state public sector.  Only this Parliament can legislate to protect that personal
information.  One measure which this Government must undertake is to support privacy legislation covering the state public
sector. 

Before the last election, the Government said that it would produce a discussion paper on this matter.  So far we have not
seen that discussion paper.  The matter has two important aspects.  On the one hand, it is a protection of the individual rights
of Western Australian citizens who must deal with this Government if their information can be protected by a proper
legislative framework; on the other hand, properly protecting people's private information will facilitate the introduction of
more sophisticated information technology and electronic commerce.  It is a matter of giving people the confidence to work
with the new technologies.  A proper legislative framework protecting their privacy will help to generate that necessary
confidence.

The Opposition does not oppose this legislation.  Nevertheless, it has serious concerns about the implications of the changes
proposed by the Government.  It believes that those changes need further consideration by the Public Accounts Committee. 
The Opposition is also concerned that what is claimed to be a reform process may in the end only add to the confusion and
lack of comparability of the Government's financial statements.  Any changes that the Government makes with regard to
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financial management and reporting should satisfy not only the private sector commentators and analysts but also members
of Parliament, and they should improve parliamentary accountability and scrutiny of government finances.

MR BLOFFWITCH (Geraldton) [8.31 pm]:  Every time one reads a balance sheet, a profit and loss account or any
financial documents in the private sector, they always allow for depreciation.  Obviously, the Government will not adopt
depreciation.  What it will do is to charge interest on its assets.  The briefing that I received from Treasury was that those
funds would be made available to the various agencies to ensure that that charge went back into the account.  If that charge
goes in, basically it will be like a debit and credit exercise.  It will be a paper exercise in which credits will go back into
Treasury for the funds that it owes on its capital.  I believe that the assets owned by the State Government are worth $20b. 
Should there not be some charge on them?  Looking at it in a better light, would it not be better if the charges that were
levied on them were put into an account for the time when particular assets needed replacing?  I know that the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition referred to the belltower, but I can think of many other precious assets, such as Kings Park.  What is the
value of Kings Park?

Mrs van de Klashorst:  It is priceless.

Mr BLOFFWITCH:  It is, but I am sure that it has an asset-backing value.  Whatever it is, there should be a credit that goes
in as a plus and is added as a credit against that account.  Then, if the Government wishes to use that credit, it will ensure
that there are funds to make it available.  That is what is done in the business world; that is what is done with depreciation. 
Out of my profits in a company, as I depreciate equipment, I try to keep sufficient reserves so that I can replace those items. 
That is exactly what the Government is trying to do in this case; that is, to protect those items to ensure that they have some
sustainability.  I welcome the fact that the Premier has introduced this Bill, and I support it.

MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [8.34 pm]:  I may return later to take up a couple of matters raised by the member for
Geraldton.  This Bill has three main components:  The provision for accrual appropriations, the introduction of a capital user
charge and provisions to facilitate e-commerce.  As the Deputy Leader of the Opposition said, the Opposition strongly
supports moves for the introduction of e-commerce, because the whole development of electronic commerce and information
technology is the way the world is going.  The extent to which the Government is a part of that will help to support those
non-government commercial operations that are using e-commerce and gaining the efficiencies and benefits derived from
the use of modern technology.  With the Government being a player in that area, it will help to push the developments and
be a part of the progress that we hope to achieve in that area.

I have some concerns about accrual appropriations.  I make it clear that the Opposition supports the general move to modern
accounting procedures.  However, there are some problems with how those modern accounting procedures are applied to
government, because government in the general sense is not a business.  The Government runs many businesses, and it is
totally appropriate that business accounting procedures be adopted for what are clearly commercial operations of
government, whether it be AlintaGas, the Water Corporation or those types of operations.  However, schools, hospitals and
the Environmental Protection Authority are not business operations.  They provide basic community services.  Therefore,
the accounting procedures that are applied to them must ensure that money is efficiently and properly spent.  However, it
is not necessarily beneficial to use exactly the same procedures as are used in a business, particularly when a business has
major considerations of commonwealth taxation and must set up its accounting procedures to deal with its tax requirements
and to take advantage of them where possible.  That is not even an issue for government instrumentalities.  Therefore, one
can run into a great deal of trouble when one tries to replicate the good accounting practices of businesses across the whole
of government.

My concerns relate more to the way in which I fear the Government may apply these accounting procedures than to the
accounting procedures themselves, because I am aware, from the way in which the Government has presented its accounts
over the past five or six years, of the difficulties that the Opposition has had in understanding what the Government is doing. 
In fact, it is not just the Opposition that has had difficulties.  The Press has been conned in several of the budgets this
Government has brought down, because the blurb that was put out in the press releases was quite misleading about what was
in the budget papers.  However, the way the budget papers were presented made it difficult for people to find that
information, and often it took some days or weeks to go through the documents before being able to make an informed
judgment about what the budget meant in a range of different areas.

There has not been any improved transparency in the way in which this Government uses accrual accounting.  Therefore,
it is not necessarily the accrual accounting system, which is an area in which I do not have expertise, which concerns me. 
I cannot differentiate whether it is the way the Government has twisted the system to its own advantage or whether it is the
system itself in that the Government is setting up accounts which do not give a clear picture of the effectiveness of the
Government's expenditure.  This is in part brought about by the fact that year-to-year comparisons cannot be done easily
because the Government keeps changing the system year after year.  One looks at the budget for the previous year, looks
at the new budget that has come down and tries to ascertain whether more people are doing the work in a particular
government agency and whether there will be improved resources and outcomes.  Often it is impossible to make a judgment. 
That is the part of the presentation of government accounts which leads me to believe that the Government is about
obfuscation and not presenting a clear set of accounts.

I will give the House one simple example.  I am the opposition spokesperson for the Department of Productivity and Labour
Relations and I took the trouble to look through the department's accounts very carefully.  The minister was able to claim
that there was an increase in the allocation to the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations and there was in the gross
figures.  However, one small office relating to censorship had not previously come under the DOPLAR budget.  When this
small office was included, there was a slight increase in the total allocation.  The mainstream activities of DOPLAR received
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a cut in their allocation yet the minister was able to herald an increase for the department.  It had nothing to do with increased
inputs and resources and therefore increased services in the core areas of the Department of Productivity and Labour
Relations; it was simply that another agency, one which was totally unrelated, was shifted to DOPLAR's budget for an
administrative or other purpose.  That created the illusion of an increase when there had been a reduction in the contribution
from consolidated revenue in the current year's budget to the core services of the Department of Productivity and Labour
Relations.

However, clearly there has been an improvement in some areas and I note that in the interests of giving a fairer
representation of these changes.  The Treasurer has already alluded to one such change and that is superannuation.  It is now
presented against various agencies and departments rather than being picked up centrally and not being a cost which is taken
into account.  There would be unanimous agreement that superannuation is a cost of a particular agency and should rest with
that agency.  The new accrual accounting procedure means one can see the cost of superannuation against that agency in
the budget.  That is an improvement which has taken place in the past few years.  We have also seen an improvement in the
declaration of the accumulated cost of unused leave.  That is becoming a major problem for government.  The cost is
currently approaching $1b which is sitting there waiting for government employees to take the leave to which they are
entitled.  It will be a major problem not only in finding the additional money when these people go on leave but also and
more importantly in finding people to fill those positions so the agencies continue to operate at some reasonable level of
efficiency and productivity in the absence of so many senior people who have a huge amount of accrued leave.  The
Government recognised this problem and brought in a policy that departments had to reduce the amount of unused leave. 
However, I understand from the most recent figures that the problem has grown worse.  The Government's policies in this
area do not seem to have been too successful.  However, this issue is shown up with this means of presentation of accounts
which leaves the Government to address the problem of the large accumulation of unused leave.

I return now to the problem we have with the new accounting procedures not giving a clear picture of what is in the budget. 
We have the ludicrous situation of the Treasurer going around saying the budget is in balance when everyone knows there
is a $640m deficit.  That is based on the accounting methods used across all the States and is what the people from the right
think tanks - which usually back the Government - have said.  The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia
has looked at the accounts and says that on the standard base comparing this State to the rest of Australia, Western Australia
has a deficit in the order of $640m.  However, with accrual accounting this Government has shifted all the books around,
brought in a lot of non-cash assets in terms of stacking it up -

Mr Court:  Tell it straight.  Under the measures comparing it with how your budgets were presented, using the same measures
because we have gone back and given you that data, it is all in surplus, my friend.  Don't twist the facts.

Mr KOBELKE:  On the standard accounting base across the Australian States?

Mr Court:  On the standard accounting base used to compare your budgets.

Mr KOBELKE:  Is the Treasurer saying that on the standard base used by the Commonwealth to compare the States,
Western Australia is in surplus?

Mr Court:  That is right, my friend.

Mr KOBELKE:  So Mr Nahan has it wrong, has he?

Mr Court:  No.  There is a measure to do with a cash figure which shows that figure but you have never used that figure, my
friend.

Mr KOBELKE:  I am talking about the standard measure across all the Australian States and on that basis there is a deficit
of nearly $640m.

Mr Court:  You have asked me to interject.  It does not take into account what the capital works program is.  If you want
to compare your budgets with our budgets, we have had those budgets - except for the first one - operating in surplus.  They
have been balanced-plus.  If you want to change the measure, by all means do so, but you must have a fair comparison.

Mr KOBELKE:  This is the point.  The change in accounting procedures -

Mr Court:  That is using your measure, not changing.

Mr KOBELKE:  The change in accounting procedures in this Bill is in keeping with the moves the Treasurer has been
implementing for some years and on that basis, the Treasurer can tell us, as he just did, something that flies in the face of
reality, something which is not accepted by people on the Government's side of politics who look at the accounts and say
the Government has been profligate.  The Government is not administering its various departments and agencies in a way
that ensures money is not wasted or overspent and it has run into a $640m deficit.

Mr Court:  Mike Nahan was in the paper this morning saying we should cut expenditure in Health and Education.  If you
are a guru on that side of thinking, do you agree with that?

Mr KOBELKE:  No, I say the Government should be cutting its expenditure on contracting out and on paying consultants,
which is costing it tens or hundreds of millions of dollars.  It is paying far more than it would if it had public servants doing
the job and it was properly administered.  The Treasurer does not have a clue about how to administer.  The Government
has lost control of the budget within the state departments and it has run into a deficit.  That is the Treasurer's problem.

Mr Court:  I think you better get back to the Bill.
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Mr KOBELKE:  Relating directly to this Bill, the problem we have is that the Treasurer runs off on a flight of fancy because
we have so many sets of accounts that he can play with and he conjures up sets of figures which do not make it easy to make
a clear comparison from year to year or from State to State.  We must go to other sets of accounts to do that and when we
do, we find we have a major problem and that the Government is living on credit - something the Treasurer attacked the
previous Government for doing, yet this Government is doing it to a far greater extent.

My other concern is the Bill has the potential to lead to the whole system being driven by accountants.  Accountants are
important people and we must have them.  However, I am not sure whether an accountant's view of the world is the way we
want to run schools and the Health and Police departments.  The examples we have seen so far show this is leading to a
reduction in the standards of service.  Problem after problem is arising within these areas of core government service because
the departments have a narrow accountant's view of how they should be managed.  They should be managed efficiently and
they should be managed at the minimum cost to the taxpayer.  However, that must be done in the context of the departments'
core services and how they deliver those services to the best quality available for the dollars they are given.  The departments
should not simply be driven by an accountant's view of how one should deal with the matter.  To give evidence of this I will
quote from the "Investigative Practices Review; Interim Comments for the Information of Commissioner Falconer" which
has "In confidence" on it and is dated 11 November 1997.  This was the secret report which Commissioner Falconer kept
in his safe and would not let anyone see until former Assistant Commissioner Les Ayton was able to get hold of the report
through freedom of information.  Obviously it is now in the public arena.  This report was drawn up by two police officers
from Scotland.  They conducted a review and having read their report it seems to be a very frank and honest review which
is very critical.  If the criticisms contained in the report are acted upon, our Police Service will gain a great deal of benefit
from the report.  If the report is shelved, it was a waste of money and we will not learn from mistakes made in the past.  The
section I wish to the draw to the attention of the House is paragraph 3.5.  It states -

Budgetary procedures impact upon investigative practices.  User pays practice is now a key factor in resource
deployment and we were constantly alerted to disputes between the State Crime Squads and Regions/Districts
outwith the Metro Region about costs of State Crime Squad personnel assisting with investigations.

While it is essential to be financially prudent the key role of support to Regions by the State Crime Squads will not
work if finance is the key criteria.  A formula to ensure investigative practices is not hampered along the lines of
either a centrally based support budget or a percentage cost agreement would appear to be worth considering.  In
the more remote parts of the Regions detectives intimated concerns about not being allowed to travel to outlying
parts to conduct or assist uniformed officers in investigations.  Traffic officers intimated substantially reduced
patrol capacity due to cost factors.  While we understand the need, we simply say that quality investigative practices
do not come cheap.

That clearly reflects that the accountants set the rules.  That is not to say the overall government approach was wrong, but
when it filters through the system, having put very strict cost controls on every subpart of an agency, we end up with huge
inefficiencies.  In this instance, the prosecution powers of police were hampered.  That may not have been the intended result
of the general principles laid down by the Treasury for how things might work, but when it fed through, the police were told,
"This is the budget for your unit, so you can't help the other unit that needs your resources."  Let us take the case of there
being a major crime in one area and the unit in that area needs either the backup or expertise of another squad.  The second
unit could not help the one that needed assistance because it was not budgeted for.  Investigations and prosecutions simply
did not proceed.

Mr Court:  What has that got to do with the legislation?

Mr KOBELKE:  It is an example of an accountant-driven, cost-control system producing the opposite result of what is
intended.  The Government is making massive changes.  Regardless of our best intentions, in the implementation of changes,
we can run into problems.

Mr Court:  Do you want us to go back to cash accounting?

Mr KOBELKE:  No; I am not saying that at all.  When we drive the procedure through, we find that the practices, which
work very well in business and from which we seek to pick up advantages, do not always necessarily work.  If we drive this
whole process for the Police Force through to the individual units, which must work under the same procedures of accounting
for everything, including looking at the capital involved, we will end up with these problems which result in the officers not
doing the basic job of policing.  They will be driven by other cost considerations.  That is made very clear in the report.  It
says that the Police Service will not work if finance is the key criteria.  This is the major problem this Government has:  It
has looked at cost, quite rightly, and from the philosophical or ideological position - whichever term we care to use - it thinks
that getting the cost controls will result in the best working unit and outcomes in this area of government.  When a strict
accounting procedure is put in place, that is not a logical conclusion, and will not produce the best outcomes in the Police
Service, or schools, or hospitals.

I genuinely put this to the Treasurer:  I think he has it upside down.  In these areas of core public service we should look
toward the service that must be delivered and work with senior management to put in place the principles for managing the
delivery of that service.  When we come to the cost side and ask how to do it most efficiently, it seems the whole approach
of the Government is to look at how many dollars are available, decide on the accounting procedure to make sure they are
spent properly and assume on that basis that government agencies will deliver the service taking into account how the money
can be best spent.  When that accounting view takes over in the schools, the educational outputs suffer.  Educators must
become bush accountants in trying to run the whole show.  Although in the larger hospitals there are trained administrators,
doctors must also take an accountant's view of how the service should be delivered.
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The real success in this area is to marry the professional service deliverers with the cost controllers and administrators to
see how they can best work together.  In my view, this Bill will make the accountants the No 1 controllers, and the
professionals must fall in under them.  This report by the Scottish police officers shows very clearly what we have been
talking about in a whole range of different areas - we must look at the quality of the services delivered and do so within the
budget, not the other way round and simply take a budget and prune everything down so that it fits the monetary allocation. 
It is a different philosophical approach.  It is not an easy one.  Any approach taken to manage a large range of departments
will be difficult.  The Government's total commitment to an accounting approach is coming unstuck in a range of very
important areas to which fundamental services must be delivered.

I now turn to my concerns about capital charges.  My comments may be a little unfair, given that you are now in the Chair,
Mr Deputy Speaker.  In your earlier contribution, you suggested that putting aside capital against depreciation in a business
was a fundamental part of good management.  I accept that, because you know far more about business than I do.  I have
heard that statement from other business people and, as I said, I accept that as being an important part of good business
management.  In some areas of government, I agree that that is a very important principle to be applied for better
management; however, I am yet to be convinced that in a whole range of fundamental government services it offers much.

Must schools put aside a certain amount against the capital invested in the school?  If so, to what advantage?  It comes back
to the issue I was talking about in relation to the Police Force:  How many smaller units do we apply it to?  If it is applied
to small country schools, they will be wiped out.  The cost efficiency of a small country school will be weighed up without
consideration of, for example, the cost of transport.  No-one will ask what will be the cost if a certain amount of money is
spent to put the kids onto the school bus for an extra hour and a half a day.  The quality of education for the children is not
being considered.  Instead of spending three-quarters of an hour travelling to school, and another three-quarters of an hour
going home - a total of an hour and a half a day - they will have to spend three hours.  That impacts on the quality of
education.  Those things are not easily accounted for.  In delivering the service, those costs get shifted onto the children and
the parents.  When we ask what is the capital cost of maintaining that infrastructure in a small school, we have a major
problem for the quality of education.  The Minister for Education is shaking his head.  I accept that is not the intent of the
Bill for the way in which the proposed changes will work.

My fear is that if this structure is put in place, the accountants in some small section of the Education Department of Western
Australia will get control and will put pressure on a small country school saying, "Your capital cost is much higher than that
of the large metropolitan school; we can't keep funding you with all this extra money.  You have to sell off part of the school
or close down and amalgamate".  The quality of education becomes secondary to the accountant's view of the world.

What will we do in country areas with Main Roads Western Australia?  Will we stop servicing back roads because the capital
levy that must be paid under the proposed system is too great?  I accept that the Treasurer says that it is not the intention;
however, this Bill is putting in place a system under which, if accountants in agencies drive it to an illogical conclusion, these
sorts of things are likely to happen.

Mr Court:  With roads, they are not depreciated, but maintained on an annual basis.

Mr KOBELKE:  They are not carried in the books at a value?

Mr Court:  The roads are maintained.  That comes out.

Mr KOBELKE:  As a part of this accounting, will Main Roads have to carry on its books the roads for which it is responsible
at a value?

Mr Court:  In the case of infrastructure and community assets, any draws from that on the suspense accounts must be fully
reported in the budget papers.  Depreciation is provided only for the government outputs; for example, when a hospital is
depreciating over time.  It is not on the infrastructure like a road system, because the cost of the road system is maintaining
it.

Mr KOBELKE:  I understand that.  The Treasurer is saying that Main Roads will not be required to carry on its books the
capital value of the roads for which it is responsible. 

Mr Court:  Yes. 

Mr KOBELKE:  Is it then excluded from the net value on which a levy will be imposed?

Mr Court:  I will double-check that. 

Mr KOBELKE:  I can understand some areas might be excluded in some agencies.  However, I also understand that across
government there will be a net asset value on which a levy will need to be paid. 

Mr Court:  I will provide a specific answer. 

Mr KOBELKE:  Will the money that goes into the suspense accounts be deferred each year or will it be a bookkeeping
exercise detailing how much the assets have depreciated? 

Mr Court:  The money is put into the suspense accounts and anything drawn from that must be reported in the budget papers. 
Any moneys that are being used out of the suspense accounts are reported in the budget. 

Mr KOBELKE:  The money will accumulate in individual suspense accounts for government agencies. 

Mr Court:  Yes. 
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Mr KOBELKE:  That will come in on an annual basis. 

Mr Court:  It is a bookkeeping entry.  There will be funds in some accounts and expenditures elsewhere.  Any moneys drawn
from those accounts will be reported in the budget papers. 

Mr KOBELKE:  How is that different from the current system?  Is it simply designed to show the management in the
agency?

Mr Court:  We must take into account superannuation liabilities and depreciation issues in relation to capital user charges. 
That is designed to encourage CEOs to utilise their assets more effectively.  If they are carrying lazy assets, there is a cost
associated with that.  They can lower their cost structure by getting rid of those lazy assets.  The Opposition operated on a
cash-accounting basis.  The member should not have raised maintenance in schools because that is the worst example of
management by members opposite. 

Mr KOBELKE:  The Labor Government did borrow to undertake maintenance in schools.  Members opposite kick us around
for that, but I have no problem defending it.  At the same time, the Treasurer has trouble defending the fact that he is
borrowing hundreds of millions of dollars to build roads.  He has gone on a road building spree to put in place a range of
infrastructure on the whim of the Minister for Transport.  The minister wants the Narrows Bridge doubled, so it is done on
Bankcard.  The Government attacks the Labor Government because it borrowed $10m or $20m a year to upgrade schools. 
That is different from the hundreds of millions that this Government is borrowing to build roads, given that there are grave
concerns about the road project priorities.  

The Treasurer may feel I am jumping at shadows.  However, the language in the second reading speech causes me concern. 
He stated -

Accrual appropriations will offer the following benefits - 

They will allow parliamentary control over non-cash commitments and costs . . . by bringing them into
the ambit of parliamentary appropriations - an accountability improvement. 

It would be if all the figures were available; often we are simply given a number.  Valuations can be based on a range of
factors.  Therefore, from one year to another they are different because a different accounting method is used.  That is not
transparent, so the numbers can jump up and down.  It does not necessarily provide transparency. 

The Treasurer continued -

Financial managers will be given the right incentives.  Chief executive officers will be forced to manage balance
sheets - for example, liabilities and asset replacement from depreciation-generated reserves - and to earn the full
cost of resources consumed in the production of outputs.

That causes me real concern.  Earning the full cost of resources consumed in trading enterprises is not a problem.  However,
do the CEOs of our schools, hospitals, the Department of Environmental Protection and the Police Service have to show
that they have earned the full cost of resources consumed?  The whole concept does not fit neatly with basic areas of
government service. 

There should be better accounting procedures and CEOs should be fully accountable, but it is doubtful whether this
accounting model will improve the quality and output of services.  It is an example of accountants' thinking rather than
blending the important skills of accountants with the tasks facing the professionals who must deliver the services.  I have
grave concerns that this emphasis on accounting procedures may not produce the results the Treasurer claims it will. 

MR GRAHAM (Pilbara) [9.07 pm]:  I came into State Parliament to be a member of Parliament and to achieve some
outcomes, many and various.  I did not come into State Parliament to be an accountant.  Had I wanted to be an accountant,
I would have gone to university. 

Mr Bloffwitch:  You would not have been a union organiser. 

Mr GRAHAM:  I was never a union organiser, comrade. 

Mr Bloffwitch:  That surprises me. 

Mr GRAHAM:  We live and learn.  I was a research officer. 

Mr Court:  I was going to say that you have the personality to be a union organiser.

Mr Bloffwitch:  That would make an enormous difference. 

Mr GRAHAM:  It did, both to me and to them.  I appreciate the members' interest. 

I did not come into this place to be an accountant.  Accountancy is a good thing, and in government circles it is not the done
thing to attack beancounters.  However, it is interesting to note that major businesses have moved from the beancounters
running the show to professional managers managing and executives running businesses, building teams and providing
leadership.  They have relegated beancounters to where they should be - the backroom.  They are not the main game; they
simply describe what is left in the kitty and where and how the money is being spent.  One of the sad things about this
Government is that the accountants have taken control.  As is the case with economists, there is no logic at work when
accountants get out of control. 
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Mr Court:  I have never seen accountants out of control.

Mr GRAHAM:  They sit amuck and write in a frenzy. 

This Bill does some interesting things.  I will not go through them all because I do not understand some of them, but I will
address those I do understand.  The first thing I understand is the effect of this legislation on the state budget.  I have spoken
in many budget debates, and will probably speak along the same lines in next year's budget debate.  Every year in which it
has been in power, this Government has changed the budget format.  It is impossible to compare one budget with another. 
Notwithstanding some attempts by the Government to justify that action and to say that it has done this, that or something
else, everyone who looks at the system in Western Australia says that, at best, it is confusing, and, at worst, misleading and
partially dishonest.  The presentation does not allow people reading the budget papers to establish the state of our economy. 
That has not happened by accident; it has been a deliberate political strategy to muddy the waters. 

I listened with great interest to the interchange between the Treasurer and the member for Nollamara about the state of the
budget deficit.  The only group still claiming that the budget is in surplus or balanced is the Government; everyone else is
saying it is a deficit budget.  We will not be able to sit down at the end of this budget year and compare this budget with last
year's, because this Bill will change the system yet again.  Tied in with that is the way the budget is scrutinised in the
Estimates Committees.  I will not go into that at length because I am on the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee and we are reviewing that procedure.  I commented at the end of the estimates procedures that they are nothing
more than a waste of this Parliament's time.

I refer to the capital use charge.  It is interesting that such a charge is to be implemented.  I listened to the short speech by
the member for Geraldton on how he runs his business and puts money into reserves and maintains them due to the cost of
replacing his assets.  I do not disagree with much of what he said.  It is not unusual for people to put money into asset
depreciation funds.  In private enterprise that is underpinned by the taxation system.  One of the major benefits is the taxation
concessions.  The system has changed recently, but it was possible to claim accelerated depreciation for downgrading assets. 
They could be depreciated quicker than they were actually downgrading.

In the sixties, when houses were built in towns throughout the north west for workers in the iron ore industry, after a period
the companies were embarrassed because the rent exceeded the book value of the houses and consequently showed a profit. 
That occurred in business, but the Government is not a business, although some common themes exist between the two.

Mr Court:  Homeswest, for example, did not have an accurate idea of what each house was costing to maintain every year. 
When figures started coming through to identify the cost of maintaining each house, Homeswest was horrified.  Some very
old houses were costing so much to maintain each year that it was far cheaper to sell them and build new houses.  Without
these controls in place, it is not possible to have any idea what individual houses cost to maintain.

Mr GRAHAM:  I disagree.  The Treasurer has given me a glowing example of why accounting need not be done this way. 
Homeswest did what it should be doing.

Mr Court:  No; these changes, which the Government has driven, will make Homeswest have much better control over its
assets.

Mr GRAHAM:  I do not want this to turn into a "You said, I said" debate, although I am happy to have them.

Mr Court:  I will shut up then.

Mr GRAHAM:  Please do not do that.  I do not know what Homeswest has told the Premier, but Homeswest has always kept
those records.

Mr Court:  I can assure you that it has not.

Mr GRAHAM:  When the Labor Party was in government, I can recall being in Dumas House with the then Minister for
Housing, the present Homeswest chief executive officer and his predecessor.  I was arguing the case for replacement of
housing in South Hedland and they were telling me it had not reached the threshold at which maintenance exceeded
replacement costs.  Apropos the exact analogy the Premier just gave, I can recall having that discussion with Homeswest. 
I was able to convince them to replace houses only when I showed them they had been moved from Port Hedland to South
Hedland and they were 15 years older than was shown on the books.  At that stage they were re-evaluated and we got rid
of them.  That was 10 years ago.

Mr Court:  They did not have true costs against all of those houses.  They were not tracking them according to tenants and
the like.  That is now being done.  Homeswest can now make investment decisions accordingly.

Mr GRAHAM:  They are not investment decisions.

Mr Court:  They are investment decisions.  If a house costs a lot of money in maintenance, from an investment point of view
it is cheaper to build a new house than to continue to maintain a clapped out old house.

Mr GRAHAM:  That may be, but my point is Homeswest has always done that.  Even in the old days when Homeswest was
called the State Housing Commission that occurred.  The Premier knows that for years Main Roads has done the same thing. 
It values its assets and builds into its system the cost of replacing roads.  The department has not always been able to hide
the money because, quite rightly, politicians have said new roads needed to be built and caused that money to be spent. 

The provision for capital charge confuses and bothers me.  I am not an accountant, nor do I  pretend to be one.  One reason
it bothers me is that it will effectively become a tax on goods and services in the bush.  It costs more to do things in the bush;
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therefore agencies will be required to build in more costs.  The Premier and I know that as soon as something leaps out of
the budget papers that is outside the norm it attracts the attention of the accountants and it must be trimmed back.  The good
member for Cottesloe discovered that with the education system; that is, something that looks like a simple problem, costs
money to fix.  I am referring to putting teachers into schools. 

It costs more to build a house in Kununurra than it does in the city.  All these issues will float outside what will become
standard funding guidelines.  They will increase pressure to reduce the cost of those premises in the bush.  It is occurring
already to a large degree with Homeswest, which is now building with galvanised iron rather than bricks and tiles. 
Galvanised iron homes are not built in the city.  It costs more to build homes in the bush than in the city and this provision
will compound that.

As the member for Nollamara accurately said, it is like many centralised taxation systems.  It will have a centralising effect. 
It is cheaper to do something in the city than in the bush; therefore it will not be done in the bush.  I could carry on for hours
on that matter, but I will not do so.  I had exactly that argument with the Federal Government recently.

The last aspect to which I will refer is the clauses of the Bill that provide for government e-commerce.  It will allow for direct
debiting arrangements and remove existing barriers from the Act.  I do not know what we can say to this Government about
communications in e-commerce.  It will not be possible to make a bigger mess of it than has been made over the past six
years.  I am hard pressed to think of steps that could have been taken that would put Western Australia further behind the
nation and the world than those that were taken in this State.  I hope we get an opportunity to deal with that later in the
session.

The State stands to benefit most from the introduction of these technologies, yet we are at the bottom of the list.  I say that
in this sense:  With the privatisation of Telstra, money was freed up.  Brian Harradine did more for Tasmania in the last
couple of months of his political life than he did in the previous 30 years or for however long he was a member of
Parliament.  He set up the industries of the future in that State.  He set up little call centres and got the infrastructure funding
for Tasmania, which is already a bigger industry than the iron ore industry in Western Australia.  Harradine did that by
saying to the Federal Government that he would not agree unless and until it did the right thing by Tasmania.  Boswell did
the same for the National Party in Queensland.  The telecommunications network and infrastructure in Queensland is
extraordinary when compared with ours.  I still have constituents who cannot receive a facsimile, and I raised this with
Senator Alston when I was in Canberra recently.  There is not one region in this State, including the metropolitan region,
where e-commerce can be delivered in its entirety.  All the Premier's recent announcements confirm that.  The great tragedy
of this is that they are the industries of the future.  Had one Liberal Party senator been prepared to do a Harradine or a
Boswell, we could have been in the same position as Queensland and New South Wales.  A senator was not prepared to do
that, and has not.  Had the Premier or the Deputy Premier taken the same approach to electronic commerce, which is now
a buzz word, as Kennett did in Victoria seven or eight years ago, we would now be in the same position as Victoria, but they
did not.  Now that that industry is starting to lean on them, we are starting to get the glitzy announcements to take off the
heat.  It is a great tragedy.  The nature of the electronic commerce industry is that it is not as well-formed, does not lobby
as well and does not make as much noise as the mining industry did in its early days.  If the iron ore industry or the gold
industry had been treated in the same way as the high technology or electronic industries have been treated in this State, they
would never have got off the ground.

Point of Order

Mr BLOFFWITCH:  I have listened for the past five minutes and tried to get some inkling as to how this debate relates to
the Bill.  I can see no reflection of it, and although I know members can veer off when making a point, I think five minutes
is excessive.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Baker):  The member for Pilbara should confine his remarks to the Bill and matters directly
relating to it.  I know we are dealing with the general debate, but the member seems to be wandering a bit.

Debate Resumed

Mr GRAHAM:  No.  I certainly was not wandering.  I was speaking quite particularly about electronic commerce to which
clauses 5 and 6 of the Bill refer.  The Government is claiming that clauses 5 and 6 of the Bill allow it to introduce and get
on the road with electronic commerce, and it has been putting out statements to that effect.

Mr Court:  No.  It is to do with the fact that some of the payments to government under the current legislation cannot be paid
by these methods.

Mr GRAHAM:  That is exactly the point I am making:  Notwithstanding changing the legislation, people in my electorate
are not able to avail themselves of the facilities of electronic commerce, simply because for six years this Government has
not taken up the cudgels.  It is quite a simple proposition.  It does not matter much what the Government does with the
legislation.  If the system of government is changed from one of conventional paper trails and conventional tenders, quotes
and orders -

Mr Bloffwitch:  Just move down to Geraldton; you can get on it quite easily. 

Mr GRAHAM:  I am happy to relay to the people of the north west that the member thinks the world stops at Geraldton.

Mr Bloffwitch:  I do not think it stops there, but anybody who wishes to pay for an integrated services digital network line
can connect to the Big Pond and be part of it.  It is just a matter of paying to connect to the Big Pond through an ISDN line. 
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Mr GRAHAM:  Maybe I should speak a little slower for the member for Geraldton so he can understand some of these
issues. 

Mr Bloffwitch:  You were speaking quite slowly before and I understood everything you said. 

Mr GRAHAM:  Let me explain it to the member slowly.  It is not there.  It is not a question of paying; the facility is not
there.

Mr Bloffwitch:  I believe it will be there in the next two or three months.  Are you welcoming that?  Do you think that is a
deterrent?  You are welcoming that; I am pleased to hear it.

Mr GRAHAM:  I will give a speech at another time and explain to the member for Geraldton in detail how he has that
wrong. 

Mr Bloffwitch:  Don't you ever give any credit to anyone? 

Mr GRAHAM:  I am happy to give the Government credit, but first it must do something right.

Mr Bloffwitch:  We are; we will provide you with access to the Internet via satellite.  What could be better than that? 

Mr GRAHAM:  I will tell the member what could be better than that.  The Government could have done it three years ago
when the Federal Government gave it $8m to do it.  That money sat there for three years and the Government has not been
able to find the matching funding. 

Mr Bloffwitch:  We still do not have SBS, but we are waiting and we know we will get it, so fear not. 

Mr GRAHAM:  That is something the Government could have done three years ago, and it would have cost half as much,
because the Federal Government was prepared to fund half of it.  It has been caught up in a demarcation dispute between
two government departments for nearly three years.

Mr Bloffwitch:  That is your version. 

Mr GRAHAM:  No, it is not my version at all. 

MR COURT (Nedlands - Treasurer) [9.26 pm]:  I will respond to some of the issues that have been raised by members of
the Opposition.  I thank them and the member for Geraldton for their contributions to this debate.  The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition mentioned the Treasury papers on the accrual appropriation and the capital user charges.  He said that they
were not available.

Mr Ripper:  We would like you to make them available.

Mr COURT:  They have been available for months.  They have been on the Internet for some months, and I think the
Opposition has a copy of them. 

Mr Ripper:  I do not have a copy.

Mr COURT:  The Treasury people made the comment that the Opposition's research people had a copy of them.  They have
been on the Internet for some months.  The changes to the Financial Administration and Audit Act enable these accrual
appropriations, capital user charges, etc to be put in place.  It does not require the changes, but it puts in place the legislative
framework for the Government to do it, and we do want to do it.  As far as the detailed administration of it is concerned, we
have no difficulty working with the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee on how the matters will be
administered.  When one looks at, for example, some of the depreciation and capital user charges issues, we would not have
a difficulty with some of those issues being worked through by that committee. 

The full capital works program will be in the budget papers as it is now, and it will be debated.  The moneys put aside to
maintain the capacity will be in the capital works program, but it will be funded by the appropriation for the outputs.  The
actual changes to the budget papers will be relatively minor.  Depreciation will be provided only for the Government outputs. 
It will not be provided for infrastructure and community assets, and draws on the suspense account to which the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition referred will be fully reported in the budget papers.

Mr Ripper:  Can you explain the difference between community assets and government outputs assets?

Mr COURT:  I made the comment, and the member may have been out of the Chamber, that the main expense with roads,
for example, is the maintenance, which effectively is done on an annual basis. 

Ms MacTiernan:  What do you mean by the "main expense"?  

Mr COURT:  A road is maintained annually, and if a road carries a lot of heavy tonnage, the maintenance cost increases
every year.  We do not depreciate the maintenance of roads.  However, hospitals have a life that we can depreciate, and as
we have found with Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial Hospital, there comes a time when we need to build a new hospital.

Ms MacTiernan:  Does that not happen also with road maintenance, where at the end of the day you effectively need to
rebuild the road?

Mr COURT:  We may effectively be maintaining the road on an annual basis.

Accountability will be improved by using the capital user charges.  Costs will be fully transparent and comparable with those
of other providers.  In simple terms, an agency may be rich in assets, but those assets may be lazy assets.



3104 [ASSEMBLY]

Ms MacTiernan:  Like school ovals?

Mr COURT:  If the member wants to participate in the debate, she should get up and make a constructive contribution.  An
agency may have a lot of land holdings that it does not use for any purpose and those assets are just sitting idle.  A cost is
associated with holding those assets, and it will be in the taxpayers' interest for those moneys to be used for other assets that
are of greater benefit to the State.

Mr Ripper:  How will it work?  If an agency has land that is not being used, what will happen under the new regime?

Mr COURT:  This legislation will encourage those agencies to change those assets into assets that they do require; and if
they no longer have those assets, they will not need to pay the capital user charges that are associated with them.

Mr Ripper:  They will sell the land or return it to some other government agency?

Mr COURT:  They can sell it, or another government agency can sell it, and they will not need  to pay the capital user charge
for hanging onto an idle asset.

Ms MacTiernan:  If the Education Department wanted to have more teachers, why could it not sell off the gardens around
schools if it was paying a capital user charge -

Mr COURT:  Because that is required for the proper running of the school.  Do not try to use that argument.

From an administration point of view, capital user charges will be less labour intensive than the accrual reporting and budget
papers.  It is not a big deal to work out what the capital user charges will be.

Mr Ripper:  Do you have any idea of what the rate will be?

Mr COURT:  I will provide that information later.  On the question of roads, there is no depreciation in the accrual
appropriations on roads.  Main Roads will be subject to a capital user charge, but the land in road reserves will be excluded
because it is too difficult to put valuations in place across the State for that land.  Main Roads wanted it to be included, but
the decision was made to exclude it.

Mr Ripper:  Do you have any comments on how it will affect the education system?

Mr COURT:  In what way?

Mr Ripper:  Many of the assets that are tied up in schools may be regarded as being uneconomic, such as those in small rural
schools.

Mr COURT:  I thought the member would agree that to get a better understanding of depreciation, superannuation, leave
liabilities and all the other areas on which we are now getting the CEOs to concentrate their attention does provide for better
management by making them responsible for those liabilities and costs.  Schools are no different.  The people running the
education system need to know what those different costs are and how they can be managed.  With regard to capital user
charges, a good example is the work that has been done with the old Swanbourne and Hollywood Senior High Schools.  A
lot of money could have been pumped into those schools without receiving a lot of benefit.  It is a very appropriate use of
assets to sell those assets and put the moneys into a new college.

Ms MacTiernan:  That should be done on educational and not accounting grounds.  The problem is that the allocation of
schools will be done on the basis of accounting rather than educational and social needs.

Mr COURT:  It is being done for very good educational reasons.

Ms MacTiernan:  The changes that you are proposing will direct that those decisions be made on financial and accounting
grounds.

Mr COURT:  Would the member hang on to old schools?

Ms MacTiernan:  We should make the decisions based on educational and social considerations.

Mr COURT:  Would the member's approach be to forget about financial considerations, when it would probably be cheaper
to build a new school than to maintain a facility that was inadequate for the job?

A rate has not been set.  Some figures have been discussed; for example, Treasury initially suggested a rate of around 8 per
cent.  Our budget committee is looking at the different options, but the rate has not been finalised.  I thank members for their
contribution to the debate. 

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Consideration in Detail

Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.

Clause 4:  Section 27 amended -

Mr RIPPER:  This clause will repeal section 27(1) of the Financial Administration and Audit Act and replace it with a new
subsection.  Section 27(1) already allows unexpended balances of any appropriation at the end of the financial year to be
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transferred to a suspense account.  Is the Government unable to operate accrual appropriations under existing section 27? 
What is the limitation with that section?

Mr COURT:  Section 27 (1) reads -

The Treasurer may direct that the unexpended balance of any appropriation at the end of a financial year . . . 

Parliamentary counsel's advice was that it was too specific in referring to "unexpended amounts at the end of the financial
year".  It may well have been usable; however, counsel's advice was that the terminology was too specific, and the amended
provision will have a wider application.

Mr RIPPER:  Will the suspense account be a notional account or will real money be involved?  That is the best way I can
frame the question.  Are we talking about essentially book entries, or will the State need to set aside financial assets to cover
the amounts in the suspense accounts?

Mr COURT:  It is a book entry.  The moneys are in the account.  As I explained earlier, if they are to be drawn from the
accounts, that will be outlined in the budget papers. 

Mr KOBELKE:  Further explanation is required of the suspense account.  I understand from the Treasurer's comments that
the agency will make a contribution to the suspense account according to the levy set.  That could be a book entry.  I seek
a better understanding of how Treasury handles the matter.  When considering all agencies and the amounts in the suspense
accounts, does Treasury hold moneys against that account or borrow for it?  Does it use that money as a net asset in some
way, or is it purely a book entry?  Will Treasury meet the draw-down demands from individual agencies from other funds? 

Mr COURT:  Treasury will keep accounts for every agency.  Basically, records are kept of assets and liabilities.  What is
the member's point? 

Mr Kobelke:  I want a better understanding of the substance of the amounts paid into the suspense accounts.  They are only
a book entry and -

Mr COURT:  When the member says "they are only a book entry", one has assets and liabilities for different agencies. 
Treasury will keep accounts for every agency so that it will know what is in the account.

Mr Kobelke:  How will it manage the funds when there is a draw down?  Will it be on an annual basis? 

Mr COURT:  It is part of the overall government accounts.  One cannot spend money one does not have. 

Mr Ripper:  The right phrase is as follows:  Will the liability be funded or unfunded?

Mr COURT:  Using the member's terminology, the liability is funded by an appropriation which must be made by
Parliament.  One must have the approval to spend moneys.  In other words, one cannot spend the moneys which have not
been appropriated by Parliament.

Mr RIPPER:  I return to the question of whether the Treasury's liability as a result of the suspense account is funded or
unfunded.  I appreciate the Treasurer's argument that an appropriation to the agency is made covering non-cash expenditure
incurred as a result of current operations.  These are amounts relevant to the non-cash items incurred which are allocated
to the suspense account.  How does Treasury then deal with the suspense account?  Does it maintain funds or assets in order
to meet draw downs, or does Treasury take the funding from the draw downs from the revenue for that year when the draw
down occurs?  If that were the case, one would call it an unfunded liability.  If one set aside moneys, it would be called a
funded liability. 

Mr COURT:  One would not draw down taxes until they were needed in the future.  One must raise the revenues in the
future.  One would draw down on the revenue when it was needed, not before. 

Mr Ripper:  Would the Treasurer call it an unfunded liability in those terms?

Mr COURT:  In those terms, yes.

Mr RIPPER:  The Treasurer indicated that draw downs from suspense accounts would be reported in the budget papers. 
He implied in making that statement that draw downs will therefore be subject to parliamentary scrutiny.  They will not,
however, be subjected to appropriation because that appropriation may well have occurred years, even decades, earlier. 
Proposed subsection (1a) states that money standing to the credit of a suspense account under subsection (1) may be
transferred as and when needed for application in connection with the relevant commitment.  The law Parliament is asked
to approve does not seem to require any reporting in the budget papers or any particular parliamentary scrutiny.  Will the
Treasurer explain how the Government will be required to report these matters to Parliament?

Mr COURT:  Under the Financial Administration and Audit Act, there are general reporting requirements, but the Treasury
proposes that the draw downs made would be explicitly stated in the cash statement.  The presentation of these matters would
be agreed with the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review Committee.  The cash statement would explicitly outline where
draw downs had been made from the suspense accounts.

Mr Kobelke:  After the event of the draw down?

Mr COURT:  They would be in the budget papers beforehand and reported afterwards.

Mr KOBELKE:  I continue to seek an explanation of proposed subsection (1a).  I thank the Treasurer for making it clear
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that these moneys in the suspense account would be available as and when needed for application in connection with the
relevant commitment; that is, the commitment against which the original levy was raised.  Given that it does not have to
come to Parliament for appropriation, but is reported to Parliament as an expenditure from the suspense account against that
relevant commitment for a given agency, what are the likely clearance procedures through the department or Treasury for
the draw down?  Must it go to the Treasurer every time, or would it be a matter of delegation determined from time to time?

Mr COURT:  The draw down must be for a relevant commitment.  Treasury would make the determination on the basis of
advice received from the agency that it is a relevant commitment.

Mr Kobelke:  The guidelines would be laid down by the Treasurer to Treasury, and Treasury officers could be deputised
to clear the draw down against a particular account?

Mr COURT:  It would be done by way of Treasurer's Instruction, basically on advice from that agency.

Ms MacTiernan:  How detailed would the reporting be of that draw down?  One of the concerns is the degree to which there
will be a relevant commitment.  There is concern about whether these funds will be used as a slush fund.

Mr COURT:  The cash statement reflects the amount that has gone out and Treasury must determine that it was a draw down
for a relevant commitment.  That would be audited.  The Auditor General must make sure those matters are in order.

Ms MacTIERNAN:  Part of the concern that has been raised with the Opposition is that these things may effectively be
operated as a slush fund.  Questions have been raised about similar suspense accounts that operate within the Water
Corporation.  The moneys are already appropriated and, as we have learnt tonight, they do not have to come back to
Parliament for a draw down.  These draw downs may be made for Water Corporation purposes, but they may not be identical
to the purposes for which they were notionally appropriated.  The Opposition would like parliamentary scrutiny of the draw
downs.  I do not know whether it is adequate to say the Auditor General might be in a position to look at these matters.  We
want something more direct.  We believe that with cash reporting there should be a more detailed description of the draw
down, rather than an indication that it has been a draw down from a suspense account.

Mr COURT:  It cannot be used as a slush fund because expenses must be within the period for which the appropriation is
given and for the purpose for which the appropriation is given.

Ms MacTiernan:  How general is your description of "purpose"?

Mr COURT:  It is like any budget approval.  A department cannot say it wants money for project A and then spend it on
project B.

Mr RIPPER:  This definition of a "relevant commitment" is interesting.  I wonder whether the Education Department could
demolish a school in Cloverdale and build a new one in Rivervale using these arrangements.  Would that be seen as a
relevant commitment?  Could it extend to the Education Department demolishing a school in Mukinbudin and building a
new school in Cottesloe?  Would that be seen as a relevant commitment for the purpose of these arrangements?

Mr COURT:  If the department has an appropriation for building new schools, it will make a decision on where the schools
are built.

Mr Ripper:  The point I make is that the appropriation for the Education Department under these arrangements will include
an amount for depreciation of schools.  Some will reach the end of their economic life and the Education Department can
draw on the suspense account to rebuild those schools.  Can it rebuild a substitute school in the same suburb, three suburbs
away or in a different town?

Mr COURT:  It is management's choice where it builds schools.  That is no different from the current situation.

Ms MacTiernan:  At present it goes through the budget.  The budget papers state where the funds will go and for what
purpose.  That is why we have the estimates process to go through the Government's priorities.

Mr COURT:  In practice it is no different from the current arrangements.  The capital works program is included in the
budget papers, but under the current arrangements the Education Department has flexibility on where it spends a large part
of its capital works budget.  A large part of the capital works program does not go through the appropriations now.

Mr Ripper:  We normally get a list of schools.  Sometimes we have a line which states that three primary schools are to be
determined, but mostly we get a project.  

Mr COURT:  That continues and will still be the case.  As to the line which states that three schools are to be determined,
we must have some flexibility.

Mr KOBELKE:  Am I right in understanding that when the budget comes down, using the example of construction of schools
or major facilities in schools, the budget may allocate some money which would be clearly stated?  Usually where the money
is allocated is specified and that would come from consolidated revenue.  In addition, if the Education Department was
drawing from the suspense account because money had been set aside quite rightly for new facilities or the replacement of
old facilities, that would be separated in the budget to indicate that it was coming from the suspense account as opposed to
consolidated revenue.

Mr Court:  Yes, plus there would perhaps be another source from internal funding.  

Mr KOBELKE:  I accept that the Treasurer anticipates that to be the standard practice.  Would I be correct in saying that
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the department would not have to show that the money was drawn down from the suspense account for the forthcoming year,
but it could at any time during the year say that it had a need for some extra infrastructure in a school or set of schools and
it would draw on the suspense account to do that, and that would be reported in the following budget as money having come
out?  Am I correct in saying that there is not a need to appropriate the funding from the suspense account but the normal,
expected practice would be to indicate where there was future funding or in the forthcoming year funding to be taken from
the suspense account?

Mr COURT:  We will not allow that in Treasury now.  The whole capital works program must be reported.  

Mr Kobelke:  Is that reported after the event or prior to it, so the appropriation is set out in the budget Bills?  It seems to me
that the Treasurer is saying that the suspense account does not require appropriation in the annual budget Bills, but that it
would be reported at the appropriate time which may be prior to or after the expenditure.

Mr COURT:  The entire program must be approved.  Moneys can come from three sources; appropriation, some internal
funding arrangements that they may have and do have, and transfers from the suspense account, all of which must be
approved.

Mr RIPPER:  I want the Treasurer to comment on the reasons that only one suspense account for each agency will cover
all provisions for non-cash items, including superannuation liabilities, leave liabilities and depreciation.  It would appear
from the way in which the arrangements will be set up that provisions made for superannuation or leave might be raided by
agencies looking to fund expanded capital works programs.  That does not seem to meet the objective of the Government's
new arrangements, which is to make sure there is proper accounting for each of the different types of non-cash items that
may be incurred.  

Mr COURT:  All of those costs can be funded out of the suspense account.  In Victoria they have three separate accounts
for those three separate items.  They find it to be cumbersome.  They are now trying to go back to having  one suspense
account because all the items could be funded out of that one suspense account.

Mr Ripper:  Does that not mean that moneys set aside for leave might be used for capital works? 

Mr COURT:  That can be split up in the one suspense account.  There does not have to be three separate accounts.  

Mr Kobelke:  But they will be itemised in the suspense account as superannuation, long service leave, capital works and so
on. 

Mr COURT:  Total draw downs can be made in the account according to the relevant commitments.  I said they are itemised,
but they are not.  However, draw downs can be made only according to the relevant commitments.  Agencies cannot rob
Peter to pay Paul; the moneys are in the accounts for those purposes and they are drawn down accordingly. 

Mr Ripper:  If you have a certain amount of money in the suspense account for depreciation, that is the limit that can be used
for capital works. 

Mr COURT:  Yes. 

Mr KOBELKE:  Can the Treasurer give a more explicit definition of "relevant commitment".  On first reading I took it to
relate to the specific purposes of the particular agency.  Is it more defined by the treasury instruction?  Proposed subsection
(1) provides -

The Treasurer may direct that an appropriation for a financial year may, to the extent necessary to meet any relevant
commitment . . . 

And proposed subsection (1a) provides -

Moneys standing to the credit of a suspense account under subsection (1) may be transferred as and when needed
for application in connection with the relevant commitment.

Given that agencies will not itemise within a suspense account what is superannuation, leave entitlements, capital and so on,
does "relevant commitment" relate more specifically to the treasury instruction rather than to the itemised budget areas in
the relevant agency? 

Mr COURT:  The term is used in the legislation.  It is a commitment authorised by Parliament under the relevant
appropriation.  It cannot be something that has not been authorised for a particular appropriation. 

Mr KOBELKE:  Given that a government agency has a suspense account in which it has accumulated superannuation
entitlements over some years, unpaid long service leave and capital that may be split into different areas, how is the "relevant
commitment" aspect policed?  Is that itemised in subaccounts within the suspense accounts?  Is "relevant commitment"
simply the control used by Treasury to determine what is appropriate? 

Mr COURT:  The accountancy is done by the agency in its annual report. 

Mr Kobelke:  It is itemising subcategories in the suspense account. 

Mr COURT:  Yes.  That is reported to Treasury and it determines whether it is reasonable.  As I said, that is audited. 

Mr Kobelke:  It may be possible to draw down matters under one item under another item if Treasury determines that that
is a relevant commitment. 
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Mr COURT:  Yes.

Mr RIPPER:  I would like the Treasurer to elaborate on the last answer.  It appears that he is now saying an agency can draw
from leave liabilities to fund capital works.  If moneys have been set aside for teachers' leave, that is a relevant commitment
to the provision of education services.  Therefore, it would seem that provided the agency could convince Treasury that both
the leave and depreciation moneys relate to the provision of the same service, Treasury could conclude that it is a relevant
commitment and allow leave provisions to be used for capital works.

Mr COURT:  As I said, there are many purposes for the suspense account.  For example, if an agency's leave liability is
higher, it could draw more money for it but it would be limited over a few years by the appropriation that came through. 
There is some flexibility there but there are limits to what has been appropriated.

Mr Kobelke:  Which would be set by Treasury?

Mr COURT:  Yes.  The limit is the appropriation itself.

Mr Ripper:  Could you explain how that would happen over time?

Mr COURT:  If an agency's leave liability is growing over and above its appropriation, it will have a management problem
by running out of appropriation for that leave liability.

Mr Kobelke:  But an agency may say it has three-quarters of the money for a building project and it can borrow the other
quarter from the leave liability on the basis that it will have that money in two years and the leave will not be drawn on for
three or four years.  That type of management of funds would be possible in some cases.

Mr COURT:  Except the agency might run out of leave liability and would be at risk of bad management as it would not have
moneys available for its leave liability.

Mr Ripper:  Therefore what the member for Nollamara has outlined could not be done?

Mr COURT:  It could be done but the agency would be caught out over time.

Mr Kobelke:  If Treasury believed that it was prudent management to expend money in one area in a one-off situation against
another item in the account, it could be approved.  However, Treasury obviously would check the prudential possibilities.

Mr COURT:  With the proviso that the expenses incurred must be producing an output that has been approved by the
Parliament so that an agency cannot go off onto a fantasy project.

Clause put and passed.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Court (Treasurer).

LIQUOR LICENSING AMENDMENT BILL 1998

Restoration to Notice Paper - Council's Message

Message from the Council received and read requesting that consideration of the Liquor Licensing Amendment Bill 1998
be resumed at the stage it had reached in the previous session.

House adjourned at 10.13 pm
__________
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Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ROCKINGHAM-MANDURAH RAIL LINK

20. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Premier:

Further to the Premier's announcement regarding the Rockingham-Mandurah rail-link, will the Premier advise -

(a) when will the train link to Rockingham start operating -

(i) if AlintaGas is sold; and
(ii) if AlintaGas is not sold; and

(b) when will the train link to Mandurah start operating -

(i) if AlintaGas is sold; and
(ii) if AlintaGas is not sold?

Mr COURT replied:

(a) (i) Between 2005 and 2007.

(b) (i) 2007.

(a)-(b) (ii) If the sale of AlintaGas is not realised then the rail link timetable could only be met with an increase in
debt.

FORESTS AND FORESTRY, ANALYSIS OF DR CLARK'S PAPER

21. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Further to question on notice No 708 (1) of 8 September 1998, the Minister refers to correspondence dated 19
August 1998 which was sent to Dr Judy Clark of the Australian National University in which it was claimed that
an analysis of Dr Clark's paper Investment in Plantation processing - the over-riding goal for the wood and wood
products industry had been undertaken and that the analysis would be communicated in a separate letter. Why has
this analysis not been forwarded to Dr Clark as promised?

(2) If this analysis was forwarded, when was this done?

(3) Will the Minister table a copy of the analysis?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Who carried out this analysis?

(6) Was this analysis published for peer review?

(7) If not, why not?

(8) If the answer to (6) above is yes, in which publication/s was the analysis published?

(10) Why did the Minister not include the analysis of Dr Clark's paper in her answer to question on notice No 708 (1)?

(11) In response to question on notice No 708 (2) the Minister tabled a copy of Department of Conservation and Land
Management's (CALM) response to Dr Clark's 1995 report; Australia's Plantations: Industry, Employment,
Environment.  Why did CALM not consult or inform Dr Clark that a response existed before the document was
tabled?

(12) Why did CALM not provide Dr Clark with a copy of CALM's paper titled; The Judy Clark Plantation Paper?

(13) Was CALM's paper published for peer review?

(14) If the answer (11) above is yes, in which publication/s was it published?

(15) If the answer to (11) above is no, why not?

(16) Does the Minister acknowledge that peer review is an essential part of scientific credibility in relation to
contentious scientific issues?

(17) If not, why not?

(18) Given that reliable projections of wood yield are a critical piece of information for Government policy and
prospective investors in processing, why has CALM not produced documented projections of wood supply from
a public plantation estate worth about $350 million?

(19) With respect to the CALM paper titled The Judy Clark Plantation Paper, page 1 paragraph 2, if there is nothing
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new about the significance of the softwood plantations that are now coming on stream, why is this resource, which
presents immediate growth opportunities for the wood products industry, not included in any Regional Forest
Agreement (RFA) option?

(20) Does the Minister acknowledge that native forest wood used for high appearance products which would not be
under competition from plantation timber accounts for no more than 10% of the native forest cut in Western
Australia?

(21) If not, will the Minister provide documentation to support an alternative position?

(22) If not, why not?

(23) Does the Minister acknowledge that at least 90 per cent of Western Australia's native forest wood is focussed to
commodity production and therefore competing with softwood (sawn timber and wood panels) and now plantation
eucalypts?

(24) If not, will the Minister provide documentation to support an alternative view?

(25) If not, why not?

(26) Does the Minister acknowledge that it is not logical to maximise job growth in the native forest industry and the
plantation forest industry when both are predominately competing in commodity markets?

(27) If not, why not?

(28) As Dr Clark has refuted the claim by CALM that key findings of her paper are in error and provided a detailed
account of incorrect interpretations, incorrect claims and incorrect statements about her paper, will CALM make
a response to Dr Clark's criticism of their analysis?

(29) If not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(29)
A CALM analysis of the work done by Ms Clark was forwarded to Ms Clark by the Executive Director of CALM
on 3 November 1999.  The Terms of Reference for the review of plantations which is currently being undertaken,
specifically provide for an analysis of the extent to which the current and future plantation resource matches the
current commitments and future needs of industry.  In order to resolve the issue as to the existence or otherwise
of a “hidden stockpile” of resource, I have asked the Executive Director of CALM to ensure that the company
conducting the review is provided with copies of all Ms Clark’s analyses and CALM responses.  At this time it is
anticipated that the review will be completed by 31 December 1999.

MINISTERIAL STAFF, PRESENTS AND SOCIAL FUNCTIONS

25. Mr CARPENTER to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Did the Minister use taxpayers money to pay for staff presents and/or for staff social functions during the 1998
calender year?

(2) If yes -

(a) on what date; 
(b) for what purpose; and
(c) how much was spent?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1)-(2) In accordance with the Guidelines for Expenditure on Official Hospitality a function was held for former Minister
Hon Eric Charlton, on his retirement from office.  The function was held on 13 August 1998 and involved $369
expenditure from my Ministerial Office Budget.  Staff also made a monetary contribution to the event.  An amount
of $551 was expended from my Ministerial office Budget on a function on 23 December 1998.  Staff also
contributed to the cost of this function.

OMEX SITE, PUBLIC OPEN DAY

29. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) officers, at the Omex Public Open
Day, held on the 6 February 1999, advised residents that -

(a) they would be provided with extensive ambient (background) air monitoring, both onsite and offsite, prior
to the clean up and that the community would have considerable input into the design of this program; and

(b) relocation guidelines would be devised by mutual agreement between the DEP, Health Department and
the community, prior to the clean up?
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(2) If not, why not?

(3) If yes, will the Minister give her assurances to the Bellevue community that this advice still stands and will be
forthcoming?

(4) If yes, what is the time frame?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(2) The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is project managing the remediation of the Omex contaminated
site at Bellevue.  I am aware that prior to the remediation work on site the DEP will be undertaking ambient air
monitoring.  This will provide a basis to assess the impact of air emissions (if any) from the site during remediation. 

(a) DEP has advised me that no such commitment was made at the public open days.  It is essential for any
monitoring program to be designed by qualified professionals.  The DEP has detailed, in section 3.4.2 of
the CER document, that air emission standards will be assessed at the boundary of the site.  This proposal
and the public submissions have been assessed by the EPA as part of the EIA process and
recommendations have been made (Bulletin 951).  Once a background sampling program has been
designed it will be presented to the community through a newsletter inviting residents to comment at a
public information session at the site.  This will occur prior to work on site and is consistent with the
commitments made with respect to public consultation.

(b) The DEP advises me that relocation guidelines were not described at the public open days.  DEP did
however discuss with residents the development of a plan for managing potential impacts from the site. 
DEP intends to discuss these plans individually with residents who live immediately adjacent to the site
and to seek agreement on appropriate actions should an impact occur from the site.  This consultation will
take in residents within about 200 metres of the main pit.  The intent of any agreement would be to
provide a degree of certainty for residents on the effectiveness of management practices to protect the
health and safety of the community.  It should also establish protocols for communication between the site
management and the nearby community.

(3) I can assure residents of the Bellevue community they will have a mechanism, to allow comment on background
air emission monitoring as outlined above.

(4) I have been advised that the timing for these activities will occur closer, and prior, to the remediation work on site.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN, CREDIT CARD EXPENDITURE BY MINISTERIAL OFFICERS

30. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Will the Premier advise what the total expenditure on Government credit cards was in the Minister's office for the
following financial years -

(a) 1993-94;
(b) 1994-95; and
(c) 1995-96;
(d) 1996-97; and
(e) 1997-98?

(2) For each individual credit cardholder in the Minister's office, will the Minister advise -

(a) the name and position of the cardholder;
(b) the credit limit on the card; and
(c) the total expenditure on that card in -

(i) 1993-94;
(ii) 1994-95; and
(iii) 1995-96;
(iv) 1996-97; and
(v) 1997-98?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) (a) 1993-1994  – (August 1993) BMA was host agency
(b) 1994-95 – (February 1995) Health Department was host agency
(c) 1995-96 – (December 1995) Homeswest was host agency
(d) 1996-97 – Homeswest was host agency
(e) 1997-98 – (February 1997) Ministry for Planning was host agency

(2) (i)-(iv) I refer the member to the respective Ministers for information relating to the above periods.

ROAD CONTRACTS

51. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

With regard to the following Transform Western Australia road projects -
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(a) Aboriginal Community Roads;
(b) Agricultural Lime Roads;
(c) Albany Highway - Gleneagles to Mt Barker;
(d) Binnu East and Binnu West Roads;
(e) Broad Arrow to Ora Banda Road;
(f) Brookton Highway - Corrigin to Hyden;
(g) Bulong Road;
(h) Carnarvon to Mullewa Road;
(i) Dampier Road and Karratha Western Access Road;
(j) Derby Road;
(k) Fremantle to Rockingham Highway;
(l) Geraldton Southern Transport Corridor;
(m) Goldfields Highway - Lake Raeside;
(n) Goldfields Highway - Wiluna to Meekatharra;
(o) Kwinana Freeway extension to Safety Bay Road, Narrows Bridge widening and two exclusive bus lanes

from Perth to Thomas Road;
(p) Leach Highway - Shelley Bridge;
(q) Marble Bar Road;
(r) Mitchell Freeway - Erindale Road to Whitfords Avenue;
(s) Morley to Perth Bus Transitway;
(t) Mowen Road - Nannup to Margaret River;
(u) Mount Magnet-Sandstone-Leinster Road;
(v) National Parks Tourist Roads;
(w) North West Coastal Highway and Oakajee Port Access Road;
(x) North West Coastal Highway - Ashburton River;
(y) Ord Farm Roads Stage 2; and
(z) Outback Highway -

(i) have contracts been awarded for these projects;
(ii) if yes -

(aa) on what date were the contracts awarded;
(bb) who were the contracts awarded to;
(cc) what is the cost of the contracts;
(dd) when will the projects be completed; and
(ee) if completed, what is the final cost of the projects;

(iii) if a contract has not been awarded -

(aa) when will a contract be awarded;
(bb) what is the estimated cost of the project; and
(cc) when is the estimated completion date of the project?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a) Aboriginal Community Roads
(i)-(iii) Pilbara Aboriginal community roads – no contracts have been awarded, work has been delivered by direct

managed crew.

Kimberley Aboriginal community roads
Oombulgurri Community
(i) Yes.
(ii) (A) 10 July 1998.

(B) Sole bid contract awarded to Main Roads WA Kimberley Region.
(C) $980 000.
(D) September 1998.
(E) $870 000.

(iii) Not applicable.

(b) Agriculture Lime Roads
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) The Agricultural Lime Roads project comprises a number of smaller projects, the majority of which are

on local roads.  Roadworks on these projects will be undertaken by Local Government with engineering
and design assistance provided by Main Roads.

Total funding for the project is $25 million over five years.

Larger works within the project will be delivered either by contract or by Local Government eg. (1) Toodyay
Bypass Stage I and (2) Gingin Heavy Haulage connection.

(A) (1) 2000/01.
(2) 1999/00.

(B) (1) $7.0 million.
(2) $1.7 million.

(C) (1) 2000/01.
(2) 1999/2000.

(c) Albany Highway – Gleneagles to Mt Barker
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
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(iii) (A) December 1999.
(B) $2.9 million.
(C) May 2000.

(d) Binnu East and Binnu West Roads

Binnu East Road
(i) No.  Work on this project has been delivered under the terms of an agreement between the Shire of

Northampton and Main Roads.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Not applicable.

(B) $1 million.
(C) April 1999.

Binnu West Road
(i) No.  Work on this project will be delivered under the terms of an agreement between the Shire of

Northampton and Main Roads.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Not applicable.

(B) $1 million.
(C) April 2000.

(e) Broad Arrow to Ora Banda
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) December 1999.

(B) $5 million.  The project is to be delivered under the terms of a financing agreement between the
City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Centaur Mining and Exploration Ltd and Main Roads.

(C) April 2000.

(f) Brookton Highway – Corrigin to Hyden
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Project in design stage.  Contract award timing not finalised.

(B) $23.0 million.
(C) 2004/05.

(g) Bulong Road
(i) Yes.
(ii) (A) Resolute Limited awarded the Stage 2 road construction contract on 12 June 1998.

(B) Henry Walker Contracting Pty Ltd.
(C) $4 605 174.
(D)-(E)

Practical completion of the Henry Walker contract was achieved on 8 October 1998 completing
the road to primerseal stage.  The final contract sum was $4 701 856.24.  Final sealing of the
works is planned for completion by December 1999.  This work was completed under the terms
of a finance agreement between Bulong Nickel Pty Ltd, Shire of Kalgoorlie Boulder and Main
Roads.  Prior to the Henry Walker contract, Bulong Nickel Pty Ltd, as Principal Contractor,
completed stage 1 works to the value of $4 113 491.  Main Roads’ contribution to the project
was $4.5 million.

(iii) Not applicable.

(h) Carnarvon to Mullewa Road (Carnarvon – Gascoyne Junction)
(i) No.  Work will be delivered under the terms of a financing agreement between Main Roads and the Shires

of Carnarvon and Upper Gascoyne.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) 2000/01.

(B) $20 million.
(C) 2007/08.

(i) Dampier Road and Karratha Western Access Road
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) Dampier Road.

(A) 2006/07.
(B) $12.5 million.
(C) 2007/08.

Karratha Western Access Road
(A) Work to be carried out by Local Government commencing 1999/00.
(B) $3.75 million - $4.75 million.
(C) Mid 2000.

(j) Derby Road
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) June 2001.

(B) $9.0 million.
(C) November 2001.

(k) Fremantle to Rockingham Highway
(i) No.
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(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Tenders have been called for Stage 1 of the project to enable the closure of a section of

Cockburn Road.  Award of contract is being held pending a decision on the future of the Project.
(B) $66 million for all stages.
(C) Completion is dependent on the need to undertake the various sections of the project.  Some

Stages may not be required for a number of years.

(l) Geraldton Southern Transport Corridor
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Anticipated 2001.

(B) $87 million.
(C) 2003/04.

(m) Goldfields Highway – Lake Raeside
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) September 2006.

(B) $11.1 million.
(C) March 2008.

(n) Goldfields Highway – Wiluna to Meekatharra
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) April 2002.

(B) $70 million.
(C) June 2004.

(o) Kwinana Freeway extension to Safety Bay Road, Narrows Bridge widening and two exclusive bus lanes from Perth
to Thomas Road

Kwinana Freeway Interchanges and Extension to Safety Bay Road
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) November 1999.

(B) $178 million.
(C) November 2001.

Narrows Bridge Duplication
(i) Yes.
(ii) (A) 25 March 1999.

(B) Leighton Contractors Pty Ltd.
(C) $41 895 149.
(D) November 2000.
(E) Not applicable.

(iii) (A)-(C) Not applicable.

Two exclusive bus lanes from Perth to South Street in Murdoch
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Mid 2000 for Stage 1 (southern end of Narrows project – Canning Highway) Timing under

review for Stage 2 (Canning Highway – South Street)
(B) $104 million (Stages 1 and 2).
(C) Late 2001 (Stage 1).

Timing under review (Stage 2).

(p) Leach Highway – Shelley Bridge
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Unknown at this stage.

(B) $20 million.
(C) 2007/08.

(q) Marble Bar Road
(i) Yes.
(ii) Contract 977/97 – Road Construction to Primerseal Stage, Coongan River Section.

(A) 2 June 1998.
(B) Main Roads WA – Pilbara Region.
(C) $2 718 230.00.
(D) Actual Practical Completion – 15 October 1998.
(E) $2 853 764.52.

Contract 1003/97 – Road Construction, Pear Creek Section.
(A) 24 April 1998.
(B) Henry Walker Contracting Pty Ltd.
(C) $4 884 819.00.
(D) Final Certificate – 24 August 1999.
(E) $5 436 880.

Contract 929/98 – Road Construction, north of Marble Bar Townsite.
(A) 20 August 1999.
(B) Highway Constructions Pty Ltd.
(C) $1 498 272.65.
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(D) Estimated Completion 24 October 1999.
(E) Not applicable.

(iii) (A)-(C) Three additional contracts will be awarded to complete this $27 million project by 2004/05.  The
number of contracts is subject to review.

(r) Mitchell Freeway – Erindale Road to Whitfords Avenue
(i) Yes.
(ii) (A) Contract 44/98 was awarded on 5 February 1999 for construction of Mitchell Freeway from

Ocean Reef Road to Hodges Drive and widening from Karrinyup Road to Hepburn Avenue.
(B) Henry Walker Constructions Pty Ltd.
(C) $15 828 991.03.
(D) March 2000.
(E) Not applicable.

(iii) Not applicable.

(s) Morley to Perth Bus Transitway
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) 2006/07.

(B) $9 million.
(C) 2006/07.

(t) Mowen Road – Nannup to Margaret River
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Local Government is to undertake the work, except for sealing, which may be done by contract

in 2007/08.
(B) $12 million.
(C) 2007/08.

(u) Mt Magnet – Sandstone - Leinster
This project is divided into several sections:

Mt Magnet – Youanmi Road Project
(i) Yes.
(ii) (A) 11 June 1999.
(iii) (B) BGC Contracting Pty Ltd.

(C) $12 014 330.10.
(D) Late December 1999.
(E) Not applicable.

(iv) Not applicable.

Youanmi Road/Sandstone/Agnew Section
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Contract award is scheduled for mid 2001.

(B) No detailed estimate has been carried out.  For budgetary purposes the estimated cost is $63
million.

(C) Currently scheduled for 2004.

Agnew – Leinster Project
(i)-(iii)

No.  Works on this project were delivered under the terms of an Agreement between the Shire of Leonora
and Main Roads.  Work was completed in December 1998 at a cost of $7 million of which half was
contributed by industry in the form of plant, labour and goods.

(v) National Parks Tourist Roads
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) These roads are managed by CALM.

(w) North West Coastal Highway and Oakajee Port Access Road
North West Coastal Highway
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Not known.  Currently funded in 2006/07 and 2007/08.

(B) $17 million.
(C) See (a).

Oakajee Port Access Road
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A)-(C) This project will be developed by LandCorp when a decision has been made on whether works

will be proceeding with the Port at Oakajee.  Main Roads will contribute towards the cost of
upgrading the North West Coastal Highway and has allocated $1.5 million for this project from
TransformWA funds.

(x) North West Coastal Highway – Ashburton River Bridge
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) 2003.

(B) $8.84 million.
(C) 2003/04.
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(y) Ord Farm Roads Stage 2
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) June 2007.

(B) $25 million.
(C) November 2008.

(z) Outback Highway (Laverton to Docker River)
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) The programmed funds for this project of $25 million over 10 years do not support delivery in

one construction contract.  Delivery is planned by the combined use of workforces from the
Shires of Laverton and Ngaanyatjarraku.  Smaller scope contracts will be awarded to reconstruct
prioritised sections of the road.

(B) $25 million.
(C) 2007/08.

ROAD CONTRACTS

52. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

With regard to the following Transform WA road projects -

(a) Perth Access Plan;
(b) Perth to Bunbury Highway - Rockingham to Mandurah bus improvements;
(c) Regional Road Groups;
(d) Rockingham to Fremantle Bus Transitway;
(e) Roe Highway - Kenwick Link to Fremantle Eastern Bypass;
(f) Safety Bay Road - Kwinana Freeway to Perth-Bunbury Highway;
(g) South Western Highway - Dandalup to Manjimup;
(h) Southern Link Road -
(i) Tanami Road - Halls Creek to Ruby Plains; and
(j) Tonkin Highway - Albany Highway to Mundijong Road -

(i) has a contract been awarded for this contract;
(ii) if yes -

(aa) on what date was the contract awarded;
(bb) who was the contract awarded to;
(cc) what was the cost of the contract;
(dd) when will the project be completed; and
(ee) if completed, what was the final cost of the contract;

(iii) if a contract has not been awarded -

(aa) when will a contract be awarded;
(bb) what is the estimated cost of the project; and
(cc) when is the estimated completion date of the project?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a) Perth Access Plan
(i)-(ii) These works include changes to the road system in the central city, improvements to the Causeway,

construction of Wellington Street ramps, improvements to bicycle facilities and urban renewal in the
Northbridge area.  The works will be funded by Main Roads and others and coordinated across a number
of Government agencies.

(iii) (A) The works will be delivered using a number of separate contracts.
(B) $63 million.
(C) 2000/01.

(b) Perth – Bunbury Highway – Rockingham to Mandurah Bus Improvements
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) 2006/07.

(B) $20 million.
(C) 2007/08.

(c) Regional Road Groups
The Regional Road Groups are responsible for recommending Local Government road funding priorities to the
State Road Funds to Local Government Advisory Committee and to monitor the implementation of the Local
Government program.  More recently, the Groups have also become responsible for recommending proposals for
Black Spot and other road safety works as well as updates to Roads 2020 Strategies.  Regional Road Groups are
allocated $3 million per annum for five years commencing 1998/99 from Transform WA for Road Project Grants.

(d) Rockingham to Fremantle Bus Transitway
(i)-(ii) This project will be delivered in stages over multiple years through numerous contracts.  A number of

relatively small design, land acquisition, and earthworks contracts have already been let and completed
for sections in Fremantle, Kwinana and Rockingham.
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(iii) (A) Contracts for design and construction will be awarded in the 1999/00, 2000/01, 2001/02,
2002/03, 2006/07, and 2007/08 financial years, as planned in the Transform WA program

(B) $39 million.
(C) 2007/08.

(e) Roe Highway – Kenwick Link to Fremantle Eastern Bypass
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Various contracts between 2000/01 and 2007/08.

(B) $201 million.
(C) 2008/09.

(f) Kwinana Freeway extension and interchanges including improvements to Safety Bay Road
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) 1999/00.

(B) $163 million.
(C) 2001/02.

Note:  The works on Safety Bay Road will be part of the Kwinana Freeway Extension project.

(g) South Western Highway – Dandalup to Manjimup
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Various contracts between 1999/00 and 2002/03.

(B) $58 million.
(C) 2002/03.

(h) Southern Link Road
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) 2006/07.

(B) $18 million.
(C) 2006/07.

Note:  Stage 1 of the Southern Link Road will be undertaken as part of the Tonkin Highway Extension project.  Funds for
this component of the project have been transferred to the Tonkin Highway Extension project [see (j)].

(i) Tanami Road – Halls Creek to Ruby Plains
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) 2004/05.

(B) $10 million.
(C) 2005/06.

(j) Tonkin Highway – Albany Highway to Mundijong Road
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) 2005/06.

(B) $172 million.
(C) 2007/08.

Note:  Includes funds for Stage 1 of the Southern Link Road [see (h)].

ROAD CONTRACTS

55. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

In respect to the following road projects in the Pilbara Region -

(a) Ripon Hills Route;
(b) Tom Price to Karratha Road and Tom Price North Road;
(c) Woodie Woodie Road;
(d) Dampier Road (Karratha Western Link Road);
(e) Freight Improvement Program (upgrade three bridges in Karratha and Port Hedland);
(f) Karijini East-West Link;
(g) Marble Bar Road North;
(h) Marble Bar Road (Shaw River to Marble Bar);
(i) North West Coastal Highway (construct three bridges and strengthen one bridge);
(j) Port Hedland Road (Redbank Bridge to Short Street) -

(i) has a contract been awarded for this contract;
(ii) if yes -

(aa) on what date was the contract awarded;
(bb) who was the contract awarded to;
(cc) what was the cost of the contract;
(dd) when will the project be completed; and
(ee) if completed, what was the final cost of the contract;

(iii) if a contract has not been awarded -

(aa) when will a contract be awarded;
(bb) what is the estimated cost of the project; and
(cc) when is the estimated completion date of the project?
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Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a) Ripon Hills Route
(i) Yes.  Contract 890/96 (Stage I).
(ii) (A) 19 September 1997.

(B) Henry Walker Contracting Pty Ltd.
(C) $9 094 982.61.
(D) 9 April 1999.
(E) $8 409 519.99.

(iii) Not applicable.

Note:  The scope of this contract was reduced following award.

(i) Yes.  Contract 105/97 (Stage II).
(ii) (A) 25 August 1998.

(A) Henry Walker Contracting Pty Ltd.
(B) $34 342 241.59.
(C) November 1999.
(D) Not applicable.

(iii) Not applicable.

(b) Tom Price to Karratha Road and Tom Price North Road
(i) A contract has been let for mapping services which will form part of the planning work for this project.
(ii) (A) 25 January 1999.

(B) Whelans Survey and Mapping Group Pty Ltd.
(C) $182 105.
(D) June 1999.
(E) $193 505.

(iii) (A)-(C) The timing of the Tom Price to Karratha Road project has been revised to 2007/08.  The
alignment of the road has been revised and no longer includes the Tom Price North Road.  The
estimated cost of the project is in excess of $200 million.

(c) Woodie Woodie Road
(i) Yes. Refer to answer (a) Ripon Hills Route.

(d) Dampier Road (Karratha Western Link Road)
(i) No.  Work on this project will be undertaken by the Shire of Roebourne.
(ii) Not applicable
(iii) (A) Not applicable.

(B) $4 million.
(C) Mid 2000.

(e) Freight Improvement Program (upgrade three bridges in Karratha and Port Hedland)
(i)-(iii) No.  The Freight Improvement Program is under review.

(f) Karijini East – West Link
(i) No.  Work completed by Day Labour in 1997 at a cost of $37.5 million.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) Not applicable.

(B) $37.5 million.
(C) Not applicable.

(g) Marble Bar Road North
(i) Yes.
(ii) Contract 977/97 – Road Construction to Primerseal Stage, Coongan River Section.

(A) 2 June 1998.
(B) Main Roads WA – Pilbara Region
(C) $2 718 230.00
(D) Actual Practical Completion – 15 October 1998.
(E) $2 853 764.52.

Contract 1003/97 – Road Construction, Pear Creek Section.
(A) 24 April 1998.
(B) Henry Walker Contracting Pty Ltd.
(C) $4 884 819.00.
(D) Final Certificate – 24 August 1999.
(E) $5 436 880.

Contract 929/98 – Road Construction, north of Marble Bar Townsite.
(A) 20 August 1999.
(B) Highway Constructions Pty Ltd.
(C) $1 498 272.65.
(D) October 1999.
(E) Not applicable.

(iii) (A)-(C) Further contracts will be awarded to complete this $27 million project  by 2004/05.  The number
of contracts is subject to review.

(h) Marble Bar Road (Shaw River to Marble Bar)
(i)-(iii) As per (g).

(i) North West Coastal Highway (construct three bridges and strengthen one bridge)
(i) No.
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(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A) July 2000.

(B) $3 million.
(C) November 2000.

(j) Port Hedland Road (Redbank Bridge to Short Street)
(i) No.
(ii) Not applicable.
(iii) (A)-(C) Major construction work on the Port Hedland Road is currently planned for 2001/02 – 2005/06. 

The form of contract delivering this project is subject to review, however, it is likely to be
delivered as part of the Term Network Contract for the Pilbara and Gascoyne Regions.

FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES, HOSTEL IN GRAND PROMENADE, BEDFORD

73. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Family and Children's Services:

(1) What actions have been taken by the Department of Family and Children's Services to address the problems
reported by local residents arising from the hostel in Grand Promenade, Bedford?

(2) Was planning permission sought by the Department from the City of Bayswater before extensions to the building
commenced?

(3) If not, why not?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1) Problems reported to Hostel staff by residents are immediately recorded and acted upon if involving a hostel
resident.  Hostel residents are encouraged to act responsibly and extra staff have been allocated to supervise young
people during the evening and over the weekend.  A social worker has also been added to the Hostel staff to work
with residents.  Once refurbishment has been completed the Hostel will only provide short-term emergency care
for young people whilst other accommodation is being arranged.  The Minister and representatives from Family
and Children's Services met with a delegation of residents, the Mayor and other executive staff from the City of
Bayswater to hear their concerns.  The new focus of the Hostel was outlined and the intention to increase staff
numbers to supervise and constructively engage young people residing at the Hostel. Family and Children's
Services has proposed to residents that a local Reference Group be established comprising of residents and Family
and Children's Services staff to monitor concerns and then take action if and when appropriate.

(2) No. However, City of Bayswater were formally advised of Family and Children's Services plans in August 1998
regarding the refurbishment of Bedford.

(3) Advice received from the Department of Contract and Management Services (CAMS), responsible for the
coordination of the current refurbishment, was that permission from the City of Bayswater was not required as it
is a public work.

TOURISM COMMISSION, CHARGES FOR SERVICES

79. Dr GALLOP to the Parliamentary Secretary of the Minister for Tourism:

When prospective visitors to Western Australia contact the Western Australian Tourism Commission (WATC) for
information about their planned holiday to this State -

(a) is there any charge for the service;

(b) in what circumstances is a charge for services levied;

(c) how much are these charges;

(d) is there any charge for materials provided (such as brochures or maps);

(e) in what circumstances are materials charged for; and

(f) what is the range of costs for materials provided by the WATC?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(a) There is no charge for information.

(b) A charge is levied when clients request some form of material such as maps etc.

(c) Not applicable.

(d) Brochures are free of charge.  There is a charge for maps, books, videos and souvenirs.

(e) Materials are charged for when they are not produced by the WATC, such as maps and also items that are
considered merchandise, such as books, videos and souvenirs.

(f) Costs range from $1.50 for a sticker to $80.00 for a chambray Brand WA shirt.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, RESEARCH PROJECTS

83. Mr BROWN to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal Affairs:

(1) Are any research projects being undertaken by the departments and agencies under the Premier's control?

(2) What is the nature of each research project?

(3) Who is conducting each research project?

(4) What is the anticipated cost of each research project?

(5) What is the anticipated completion date of the research project?

Mr COURT replied:

(1)-(5) Treasury is involved in the Fiscal Federalism in Australia research project which aims to develop a model of the
Australian federation to enable an evaluation of optimal policy choices under various federal fiscal structures for
Australia.  The project is being conducted by the Centre for Regional Economic Analysis at the University of
Tasmania jointly with the New South Wales and Western Australian Treasuries.  Treasury’s contribution over two
years comprises cash payments of $12,712, staff time ($27,524) and travel ($7,660).  This project is scheduled for
completion by December 2000.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, RESEARCH PROJECTS

88. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Are any research projects being undertaken by the departments and agencies under the Minister's control?

(2) What is the nature of each research project?

(3) Who is conducting each research project?

(4) What is the anticipated cost of each research project?

(5) What is the anticipated completion date of the research project?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

Bunbury Port Authority
(1) Regional Containerisation Service.

(2) Identify if containerisation from the Bunbury and other participating regional ports is feasible.

(3) Meyerick and Associates.

(4) (i) $30 000 grant from Department of Commerce and Trade for regional development initiative.
(ii) $21 300 - Port of Portland.
(iii) $  6 350 - Albany Port Authority.
(iv) $  6 350 - Bunbury Port Authority.

(5) 1999.  Variable dependant of strategy employed.

Fremantle Port Authority
(1) Yes.

(2) Baseline Survey of Exotic Marine Species in Fremantle/Cockburn Sound.

(3) Fremantle Port Authority plus CRIMP, which is a Division of CSIRO.

(4) Approximately $250 000 of which the Fremantle Port Authority is funding $115 000.

(5) Mid 2000.

Main Roads Western Australia
(1) Yes.

(2) Contract number – 453/96 - Consultancy for the Provision of a Local Air Quality Model.

(3) Halpern Glick Maunsell Pty Ltd.

(4) $63 370.

(5) 30 September 1999.

(2) Contract number – 817/96 - Consultancy to Assess Quality of Storm Water Run-Off from Road Surfaces.

(3) Jim Davies and Associates Pty Ltd.

(4) $161 021.

(5) 29 May 2002.
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Department of Transport
(1) Regional Policy and Planning, Transport – “Evaluation Study of Land Requirements for Road/Rail Intermodal

Terminal Facilities at Kalgoorlie-Boulder”.

(2) The study will identify current and future intermodal trade potential, rail operator needs and land use availability
for road-rail intermodal freight terminal facilities in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  The study is needed to assist government
in planning for intermodal facilities in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder region to support further development of the region’s
mining industry, and to ensure the region’s freight needs to continue to be efficiently serviced.

(3) Sinclair Knight Merz and Robertson Consulting.

(4) $20 000.

(5) 30 June 1999.

(1) Regional Policy and Planning, Transport – Rate of Return on Westrail Infrastructure for the Rail Access Regulator
as required in the WA Rail access Regime.

(2) To independently determine a rate of return on Westrail infrastructure for the Rail Access Regulator as required
in the WA Rail Access Regime.

(3) Macquarie Bank.

(4) $90 000.

(5) August 1999.

(1) Regional Policy and Planning, Transport – Infrastructure requirements for the Plantation Timber Industry.

(2) To identify land transport infrastructure (road and rail) to haul logs from timber plantations in the South West and
Great Southern regions to central chip mills and to secure rail haulage of woodchips to port.

(3) Transport and Main Roads WA (internally).

(4) Within existing CRF allocations.

(5) December 1999.

(1) Metropolitan Strategy, Transport – “TravelSmart”.

(2) In depth survey of the potential of people to use different modes of transport.  Residents in the Cities of South Perth
and Subiaco and the Town of Victoria Park were involved in the survey.

(3) Socialdata Australia.

(4) $28 500.

(5) The survey and report has just been presented to Transport.

(1) Maritime, Transport – “The use of Personal Watercraft in Milyu Marine Park”

(2) Ecological Research Consultancy Monitoring Program to determine whether the use of Personal Watercraft is
affecting wildlife in Milyu Marine Park Socialdata Australia.

(3) MJ and AR Bamford.

(4) $7 320.

(5) 30 June 1999.

(1) Maritime, Transport – “The Sea Freight Council of Western Australia”.

(2) A research project to ascertain the commercial viability of directly importing into Western Australia containerised
consumables, instead of shipping them via the Eastern Seaboard.

(3) Mont Ville Pty Ltd of Sydney.

(4) The research project should cost in the order of $26 000 which will be met from the Sea Freight Council’s budget.

(5) The research project should be completed by the end of the third quarter of 1999.

Westrail
(1)-(3) Westrail, along with a number of Australian railway operators, is participating in a ‘Shift Work and Workload

Study’ being conducted by the University of South Australia.  The study is assessing the impact level of fatigue
on locomotive operators and how it can be managed.

(4) Westrail is contributing $39 000 per annum over three years towards the study.

(5) May 2002.
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TIMBER ROYALTIES

109. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that in determining the level of royalties paid by the timber industry for native forest
products, no value is placed on alternative use of the forest from which the timber is harvested?

(2) If the royalties do include a consideration of the alternative value of the forest from which the timber is harvested,
what factor is ascribed to this alternative value?

(3) If no value is placed on the alternative use of the forest, what justification is used for such a position?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(2) Recent royalty reviews have been based upon the "cost of growing" principle, together with other economic
considerations, whereby revenues received from timber sales cover the cost of growing trees and managing the
forest. The Forest Management Plan 1994-2003 (FMP) provides for the State's forests to be managed so as to
provide in perpetuity for those values such as biodiversity, fresh water, timber, recreation and tourism, heritage and
other products such as honey and wildflowers. The cost of managing these values within State forest is factored
into the royalty determination process.  

The surplus native forest royalties have been applied to major tourism infrastructure projects and to nature
conservation initiatives such as Western Shield.  The next royalty review will be brought forward as part of the
Government’s commitment to accelerate the restructuring of the forest industry.

(3) Not applicable.

REGIONAL PARKS, LEGISLATION AND MANAGEMENT

111. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 1683 (1), will the Minister provide a time frame within which the inter-agency
understanding is to be formalised using a Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) Act 1984
Section 16 Agreement?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Further to question on notice No. 1683 (1), will the Minister provide a time frame within which regional park
legislation can be expected to be introduced?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Now that an overhaul of CALM has been announced which will allow for the creation of the State Conservation
Authority in which regional parks will be vested, will there be community involvement, in any proposed
management structure for regional parks?

(6) If not, why not?

(7) If yes, will groups such as the Urban Bushland Council (UBC) be invited to be members?

(8) What is the time frame for the proposed changes which will result in the formation of the State Conservation
Authority?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) It is anticipated that the CALM Act Section 16 Agreement between the Department of Conservation and Land
Management (CALM) and the Ministry for Planning (MFP) will be finalised by the Crown Solicitor's Office this
year.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Following the passage of legislation to establish the Conservation Commission of Western Australia due to be
introduced in the Spring Session 1999.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) Regional parks will be vested in the State Conservation Commission and various local government authorities.  The
parks will be managed by CALM and local government authorities in consultation with regional park community
advisory committees.  Staff from CALM's Regional Parks Unit will also continue to maintain liaison with
organisations such as the Urban Bushland Council (UBC).

(6) Not applicable.

(7) Members from the Urban Bushland Council will continue to be invited to apply for positions within community
advisory committees.

(8) The objective is to introduce legislation into Parliament in the Spring session 1999.
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INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION, DELAYS IN DETERMINATIONS

120. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) With respect to the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission, for each Commissioner, what is the
number of cases for which a determination was not given within six months of the case being allocated to that
Commissioner?

(2) What is the period of time for which the statistics given in answer to part (1) above apply?

(3) For each Commissioner, what is the number of cases allocated to that Commissioner prior to the commencement
of 1999 for which a determination was not given by 1 June 1999?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(3) It would be inappropriate for me to make such enquiries of an independent statutory tribunal.   I have discussed
the matter generally with the Chief Commissioner and suggested the Commission might like to consider
establishing its own reporting guidelines for such matters and report from those guidelines as part of the Annual
Report to Parliament as required by section 16 of the Industrial Relations Act.

FORESTS AND FORESTRY, LOGGING

121. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) How many hectares of -

(a) old growth karri forest;
(b) old growth jarrah forest and woodland; and
(c) old growth wandoo forest and woodland, 

are proposed to be logged each year between the signing of the Regional Forest Agreement and 31 December
2003?

(2) What will be the remaining extant area of -

(a) old growth karri forest;
(b) old growth jarrah forest and woodland; and
(c) old growth wandoo forest and woodland, 

at the end of each year until the 31 December 2003?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) (a)-(c) It has not been possible to prepare detailed timber harvesting plans prior to the finalisation of the Regional
Forest Agreement or the Government’s decision to implement major changes to forest management
practices and the forest industry in Western Australia which further complement the RFA.  An outcome
of the Government’s decision is a report by the Ministerial Advisory Group on the management of karri
and tingle, chaired by Professor Ian Ferguson, which has been received and following an assessment of
the report and a decision by Government, will form the basis for the preparation of future harvesting plans
in CALM’s Southern Forest Region.

(2) (a)-(c) The extant area of karri forest, and jarrah and wandoo forest and woodland old growth as at the end of
each year until 31 December 2003 will not be determined until about March in each following year. This
will be after the boundaries of areas harvested in each previous year have been mapped from aerial
photographs. New dieback mapping will also be considered as the presence of dieback disease is a
disturbance which precludes unlogged areas of  jarrah and wandoo forest and woodland from being
classified as old growth.

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX, GOVERNMENT GRANTS

126. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the answer to the Senate question on notice No. 589 of 11 March 1999, asked by Senator
Brown to the Assistant Treasurer regarding the effect of a Goods and Services Tax (GST) on Government Grants?

(2) Is the Minister aware that "where grants are actually payments by Governments for providing specified services
they will be subject to GST"?

(3) Does the Minister intend to change sports grants funding in Western Australia and not require sports to sign a letter
of offer?

(4) Does the Minister realise that sport club membership fees will attract a GST?

(5) Does the Minister accept that a GST will be a disincentive for people to volunteer if efforts for assisting junior
sports outputs attract a tax?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1)-(2) Yes.
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(3) No.

(4) Yes.

(5) No.

REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, SCIENTISTS

136. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Who were the 500 scientists involved in the Regional Forest Agreement?

(2) When will the Minister table their names?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(2) A list of scientists and experts involved in the RFA process has been compiled.  [See paper No 363.]

Contact addresses could only be established for 485 people.  I wrote to all 485 seeking approval.  By the end of
September, 1999, 284 responses had been received.  220 people consented to having their name released, 64 have
declined.  The scientists and experts involved have provided a significant contribution to a range of aspects of the
RFA including:

Ecologically sustainable forest management;
Biodiversity;
Old-growth
National Estate;
World Heritage;
Integration;
Minerals;
Plantations;
Economics;
Social assessments.

Involvement has occurred in a number of formats, such as participation on expert panels and in workshops or in association
with the production of the 46 published RFA reports.  The RFA process has covered a large range of disciplines, from botany
and zoology to economics and sociology.  The expertise to undertake the process has been very broad.  For example, the
process has required experts in World Heritage, project management expertise, expertise in geographic information systems
and data management, expertise in computing, expertise in communications and media, and expertise in the various data
gathering activities in the field.

COMMUNITY SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITIES FUND APPLICATIONS

139. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) What were the number of Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund (CSRFF) applications received by the
Minister and the Ministry of Sport and Recreation in -

(a) 1997-98; and
(b) 1998-99?

(2) How many recommendations were received from the Minister's Grants Committee?

(3) How many CSRFF grants were approved in these years?

(4) Were any grants approved that were not considered or recommended by the Minister's Grants Committee?

(5) If yes, will the Minister table -

(a) a list of grants;
(b) their amounts; and 
(c) a breakdown by State Electorate?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) (a) 269
(b) 255

(2) (a) 213
(b) 168

(3) (a) 221
(b) 169

Note: A special allocation of $10 million was provided in April 1998 to clear the backlog of CSRFF applications that
were unsuccessful in previous rounds.  While no fresh applications were called, 61 previous applications with A,
B or C rankings scheduled to commence in 1998/99 were funded after the CSRFF Committee examined and agreed
that the projects were worthy of funding.

(4) All applications for grants were given consideration by the Minister's Grants Committee. However, Cabinet has
the authority to approve grants independently of the Committee. 
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(5) (a)-(b) See below - 

List of CSRFF grants not considered by the CSRFF Committee in the 1997/98 Financial Year

LGA area Project Year Amount

Bunbury redevelopment of Aquatic Centre 97/98 800,000

Cue construct multi use courts 97/98 34,271

Esperance shade shelters for World Championships 97/98 6,289

Exmouth resurface Netball courts 97/98 8,166

Harvey Leschenault Aquatic Centre 97/98 1,000,000

Kalamunda construction of multipurpose courts 97/98 200,000

Kalgoorlie new Aquatic Centre 97/98 1,950,000

Melville lighting for cricket & rugby 97/98 45,600

Melville lighting for football oval 97/98 1,740

Merredin upgrade sports pavilion 97/98 9,720

Moora replace clubrooms 97/98 12,000

Plantagenet Multipurpose Recreation Centre 97/98 600,000

Rockingham development of Hourglass reserve 97/98 207,166

Stirling construction of a hockey surface 97/98 100,000

List of CSRFF grants not considered by the CSRFF Committee in the 1998/99 Financial Year

LGA area Project Year Amount

Mosman Park Access ramp to the artificial surfing reef 98/99 43,009

(c) Information is recorded by Local Government Authority boundaries and not by State Electorates. 

SPORT DEVOLUTION SCHEME

140. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the Coalition's Sport and Recreation policy issued on 2 December 1996 which indicated a Sport Devolution Scheme
will be created and provided with $1 million over 4 years and ask the Minister -

(a) when was this scheme created;
(b) when will the next round of grants be called; and
(c) how much is being spent on this scheme?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

No Sport Devolution Scheme was identified in the Coalition’s Sport and Recreation policy issued on 2 December 1996.

SPORT GRANTS, FUNDING CUT

141. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the Parliament Estimates which indicate that there is $8.2 million available from Sports Lott for distribution to
sports in 1999-2000 and ask the Minister -

(a) given a Goods and Services Tax (GST) does the Minister accept there will be a cut in real terms of $820,000 in
Sport Grants; and

(b) does the Government intend to make up this shortfall?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) The State Government is currently preparing an in-depth analysis of the GST including the impact on our clients
who receive grants.  Given that the full extent of the GST with its implications for each industry has not been
communicated from the Australian Tax Office, it would be presumptuous for us to unconditionally declare how
we may treat post 1 July 2000 grants.  An option that may be considered is to pay the recipient the normal grant
amount plus the additional 10% GST and for the Ministry of Sport and Recreation to recoup the GST paid from
the ATO.  In this instance there would be no cut in real terms to grant recipients.  However, there may be a
cashflow issue for the Ministry to address in terms of the additional amounts of GST and the expected turn around
time for them to be  recouped from the ATO.
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(b) There would be no shortfall in this instance.  A full education and training package is being established within the
Ministry of Sport and Recreation.  In order to reduce the costs of establishing these, key industry and cross industry
alliances are being developed.  It is expected that delivery of the first components of this package will begin in
September 1999.  Every endeavour will be made to ensure that community sport organisations receive sufficient
grant allocations to continue their important role in the community.

WOMEN'S REFUGES, NUMBER AND FUNDING

161. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Women's Interests:

(1) How many women's refuges are there in Western Australia?

(2) Will the Minister provide a list of women's refuges?

(3) (a) Will the Minister advise how much funding each refuge receives from the Department; and
(b) what funding increase has occurred over the last three years?

(4) What negotiations have occurred between the Minister and the Commonwealth with respect to the cash award?

(5) Will the Minister advise the dates of -

(a) meetings;
(b) conversations; and/or
(c) correspondence?

(6) Will the Minister table copies of correspondence to and from the Commonwealth?

(7) How much did the Chamber of Commerce and Industry receive to provide advice to the community services sector?

(8) What evaluation of this contract has been carried out?

(9) Have all refuges received assistance?

(10) If not, why not?

(11) What are the priority areas for additional to early intervention services for Western Australia?

(12) Is this not an issue more appropriately dealt with by the Office of Youth Affairs?

(13) What discussions have occurred and are planned between the Minister's Department and the Office of Youth
Affairs about planning issues relating to youth service provision particularly as it relates to homelessness?

(14) Has the Minister instructed the Department to respond to the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare's (AIHW)
1998 Annual Report?

(15) If not, why not?

(16) What are the strengths of the Supported Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP) over the last 15 years?

(17) What early intervention and prevention initiatives have been implemented since the Minister assumed this
portfolio?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1) 33

(2) Yes.

(3) (a) [See paper No 365.]
(b) $2,585,846

(4) Negotiations have occurred with successive Commonwealth Ministers since 1997.  See (5).

(5)-(6) Since I commenced as Minister for Family and Children’s Services I have had ongoing discussions and negotiations
with three Commonwealth Ministers on this issue.  There has also been a significant amount of correspondence. 
[See paper No 365.]

(7) $614,946 for the period 1 April 1997 to 30 June 1999, with provision for a 6% increase for each additional 20
services identified by Family and Children’s Services.  The Industrial Information and Advisory Service has been
extended for six months until 31 December 1999 due to delays in finalisation of Award issues.  The value of this
extension is $146,256.

(8) The Chamber of Commerce and Industry provide quarterly progress reports which are reviewed by the department. 
A review of the service will be completed before 31 December 1999.

(9) No.

(10) Women’s refuges may not have received financial assistance if they did not request additional funds (1 service),
or are yet to apply (6 services).  Regarding advice from CCI, all funded services have been informed of the services
provided and choose the extent to which they use these services.
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(11) I assume that the services to which the Member refers are the recently announced Youth Homelessness Early
Intervention Services to be funded by the Commonwealth.  The priority areas for Western Australia identified by
the Commonwealth with input from the State Government are:

Central North Metropolitan area
Bunbury South West Communities
South East Metropolitan area

(12) Early intervention services can be appropriately undertaken by a range of government departments.

(13) There are discussions on an as needs basis between Family and Children’s Services and the Office of Youth Affairs. 
A briefing was provided by the Western Australian representative on the Prime Minister’s Youth Homelessness
Taskforce to the Office of Youth Affairs coordination meeting involving State and Commonwealth officers.

(14) The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) produce a number of annual reports on a range of social
welfare issues. If the member could provide further details, the question can be considered.

(15) Not applicable.

(16) In 1984/85, SAAP was formed by bringing together national and state responses to homelessness and domestic
violence.  In Western Australia it comprised 48 services with an annual funding commitment of $2.66 million.  The
focus was primarily on the provision of crisis accommodation services.  The problem was identified as
homelessness. The emphasis was on the number of beds, and support services were limited.  

In SAAP II, from 1989 to 1995, the focus was on the provision of transitional accommodation.  The problem was
interpreted as homelessness being a transitional state.  The emphasis was shifted from crisis accommodation to
support services provided within the service, and as outreach.

In SAAP III, the focus moved to developing better services for individual people and a reform agenda based around
case management, service standards, data collection and research.  The problem was seen as homelessness being
symptomatic of a range of other issues in a person’s life.  The emphasis was on trying to meet a person’s needs
before they became chronically homeless.

In 1999, 119 SAAP services in WA received an annual commitment of $22 million.  On 8 August 1999, all
State/Territory and Commonwealth Ministers agreed in principle to a Memorandum of Understanding for the next
five year phase of the program.  The Memorandum of Understanding was signed by both the Commonwealth and
Western Australian Ministers and demonstrates the strong partnership between the Commonwealth, State and
Territory Ministers on addressing the needs of disadvantaged Australians.  Four Strategic themes have been
developed to guide the program:

Client focussed service delivery
Integration and collaboration between SAAP and other service systems
Increasing performance, knowledge and skills
Working together.

It is anticipated that a new Commonwealth/State bilateral Agreement will be in place next year.

(17) Research shows that programs which support families with young children, improve the ways that families function
and increased parenting skills reduce the prevalence of a range of serious problems in our community.  The
department places a high priority on providing services to strengthen the skills of Western Australian families and
improve their quality of life.  Since 1993 the TVW Institute of Child Health has been conducting research into the
effect of family functioning and parenting styles on the wellbeing of young children.  This long term research is
being actively supported by Family and Children’s Services.  The outcomes have directly resulted in the design
and delivery of a comprehensive package of new initiatives to support the families of young children and increase
parenting skills.  The resources for these departmental initiatives have been increased every year since 1993/94. 

The following early intervention and prevention initiatives have included:
Domestic Violence
Freedom from Fear Campaign, including the establishment of the Men’s Domestic Violence Help Line.
Community information projects in Meekatharra, Joondalup, Northam and Bunbury
Aboriginal community education projects in the Kimberley and Pilbara regions
Albany Men’s Crisis Service
Aboriginal Outreach projects in Northam and Narrogin (service specifications currently being developed)
Perpetrator counselling services in Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Albany, Bunbury, and Mandurah/Rockingham
Culturally and linguistically diverse access programs to domestic violence in 16 regions across the state.

Under Ten’s Preventive Family Support Service
A preventive service that targets families with young children who are considered at risk of later requiring more
intensive intervention services. Expanded to nine services statewide.

Parenting Information Centres
Centres opened in Broome, Bunbury, Geraldton and Kalgoorlie and two Mobile Parenting Information Services
operating in the metropolitan area, with country mobile services operating from Bunbury and Kalgoorlie.

Best Start Program 
Aims to improve the wellbeing of aboriginal children through increased co-ordination and cooperation between
three government departments - Family and Children’s Services, Health and Education.  New services established
in Midland, Oombulgarri, Armadale, Kalgoorlie/Boulder, Laverton, Moora, Narrogin, Mandurah.
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Parenting campaigns
May/June 1997 focusing on positive parenting techniques and promoting department's parenting services;
January 1997 Living with toddlers magazine and video; 
Nov/Dec 97 Living with parents online launched on internet;
Oct/Nov 97 Television advertising “Accentuate the positive”
May/June 98  Television advertising “Teach your children well”
Sept/Oct 97 & 98 Animal Nursery sponsorship at the Royal Show
Oct 98 Living with Teenagers parent training manual produced and launched

Family Helpline
May/June 97 - advertising campaign promoting the line among ethnic communities
August/Nov 97 promotion to families having relationship issues with children
Nov 97/Jan 98 Bus back advertising for Family Helpline

Child protection
Protecting our Children magazine launched

Family Week and Children's Week
Ongoing involvement/activities 97, 98 and 99

In addition the department’s early education services and the early intervention and prevention services funded
through the non government sector have been continued and expanded.  Through the Supported Accommodation
Assistance Program, two youth early intervention/prevention services have been developed, one in the Perth
metropolitan area assisting young people to maintain accommodation and the other to work with young people
before becoming homeless in Northam.  Another SAAP service has been funded to provide support to Aboriginal
families to maintain their accommodation.

MINISTERIAL STAFF, BUSINESS CLASS TRAVEL

200. Mr CARPENTER to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is the Minister for Transport aware that under Government guidelines, only one Ministerial staff member may travel
business class when accompanying the Minister on interstate and overseas travel?

(2) Will the Minister explain why two ministerial staff travelled business class when accompanying the former Minister
on his trip to Sydney and Melbourne between 23 and 25 April 1998?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1)-(2) While it is standard practice that only one officer accompany a Minister on domestic and overseas travel I am
advised that, on the occasion in question, the then Minister for Transport required two officers to accompany him
as it presented the only opportunity to fully brief him prior to the Australian Transport Council meeting on a
number of complex and important transport issues.

WOMEN IN THE WORKPLACE

264. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister for Women's Interests:

(1) In relation to the Government's Two Year Plan for Women (1999-2000) how does the Government propose to
"address systemic discrimination" against women in the workforce?

(2) How will the Government develop women's skills and confidence in decision-making?

(3) How will the Government "encourage family friendly workplaces?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1) The Government Two Year Plan for Women 1999-2001 lists specific commitments to be delivered by government
agencies against identified State Government priorities.  Included (on page 27) are commitments to be delivered
by DOPLAR which deal with systemic discrimination against women in the workforce, these being:

Improve access to labour relations information on employment entitlements and obligations, the labour
relations legislative framework, flexible work practices, and other developments and trends to increase
their understanding of and participation in the labour relations systems.
Publish and distribute a Small Business Employer Guide to labour Relations to help small business
operators to understand and meet their legal obligations as employers.
Arrange for independent research to be conducted into the causes of the gap between female and male
earnings in WA and between WA female earnings and the average national female earnings, as reported
by the ABS and investigate strategies to address this gap. 

(2) The Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet will work in partnership with the Women’s Policy Development Office
to bring together agencies with an interest in improving women’s participation in decision making to develop and
implement collaborative initiatives.  Specific strategies (pages 17 – 19) aimed at increasing women’s skills and
confidence in decision making  include:

The Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet will review the document Getting on Board, and redistribute and
publish on its Website.



[Tuesday, 16 November 1999] 3129

The Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet will conduct a series of workshops aimed at increasing women
board members’ confidence with their role.
Lotteries Commission will provide funding so that not-for-profit organisations can further develop their
organisation, staff and volunteers.  Staff and volunteers of such organisations are predominantly women.

In addition, 43 agencies will work to improve the gender balance on government boards and committees and 52
will refer to the Western Australian Government Boards and Committees Register of Interested Persons to identify
women suitable for nomination.

(3) Seventy agencies have made a general commitment to the development of flexible work practices (page 20).  Sixty-
one agencies will increase their commitment to family friendly workplaces.  Specific agency commitments to
flexible, family friendly work practices are contained in pages 20-25 and page 27.  The State Government has an
internet web page devoted to providing information to both employers and employees on “family friendly”
workplace initiatives.  This site can be accessed on www.doplar.wa.gov.au and includes information kits on:

Family Friendly Work Practices
Parental Leave
Establishing a Family Room in the Workplace.

The Government also sponsored the Work and Family – Beyond 2000 Conference.  This sponsorship included
paying for the well known United States expert on the issue, Dr James Levine to travel to Perth to provide the
keynote speech at the conference.  Papers presented at the Conference can be downloaded from the web page.  The
family friendly work practices award has been a category in the Community Services Industry Awards since 1996. 
This award recognises innovation and commitment to family friendly work practices.  Applications have been
received from a range of public and private sector organisations across Western Australia.  Other initiatives
continue to be considered.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, RECYCLING WARDENS

268. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Which Government departments have recycling wardens?

(2) When was each appointed?

(3) What is their role?

(4) How is their effectiveness measured?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

Department of Conservation and Land Management:
(1) CALM.

(2) 24 July 1997

(3) Coordination of waste paper recycling.

(4) Effectiveness is measured against the requirements of the State Government’s waste paper recycling contract.

Department of Environmental Protection:
(1) The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has an appointed Recycling Co-Ordinator.

(2) The DEP appointed its first Recycling Co-Ordinator in August 1989.

(3) The DEP’s Recycling Co-Ordinator’s role is to co-ordinate and promote waste reduction and recycling initiatives
across the department.  The Recycling Co-Ordinator is also currently responsible for co-ordinating the recycling
of waste paper, in support of the State Government’s mandatory Waste Paper Recycling Contract.

(4) The department conducts an annual waste paper recycling audit, to measure the effectiveness of its recycling
program.  Further, the department has recently implemented an “Eco-office Program – a guide to achieving
environmentally friendly office practices in the DEP” of which environmental indicators have been set.

Perth Zoo:
(1) Perth Zoo does not have recycling wardens.

(2)-(4) Not applicable.

Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority:
The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority does not have recycling wardens.

(2)-(4) Not applicable.

TOURISM, REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE FUND

277. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary for the Minister for Tourism:

(1) How much was allocated to the Regional Tourism Infrastructure Fund in the -
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(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99;

financial years?

(2) How many projects were approved for funding under the Regional Development Tourism Infrastructure Fund in
the -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99

financial years?

(3) What was the total amount allocated to projects in the -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99

financial years?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) I assume the member is referring to the Tourism Development Fund (TDF) and advise:

(a) TDF did not exist.
(b)-(c) $1M on a dollar for dollar matching basis.

(2) I again assume the member is referring to the TDF and advise:

(a) TDF did not exist.
(b) 30 approved} some projects carry over into future years.
(c) 27 approved}

(3) (a) Nil.
(b) $.959M.
(c) $1.117M.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES GRANTS PROGRAM

279. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Local Government:

(1) How much was allocated to the Community Facilities Grants Program in the -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99;

financial years?

(2) How many projects were approved for funding under the Community Facilities Grants Program in the -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99

financial years?

(3) What was the total amount allocated to projects in the -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99

financial years?

Mr OMODEI replied:

(1) (a) Program did not commence until 1997-98.
(b) $1 000 000
(c) $1 000 000

(2) (a) Program did not commence until 1997-98.
(b) 69
(c) 64

(3) (a) Program did not commence until 1997-98.
(b) $945 404
(c) $1 043 262
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INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION, LIMITED TERMS FOR COMMISSIONERS

296. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Is the Minister aware of changes the Federal Government intends to make to the Australian Industrial Relations
Commission?

(2) Is the Minister aware that one of the changes the Federal Government intends to make involves limited term
Commission appointments?

(3) What is the policy of the Western Australian Government on limited terms for Commissioners?

(4) Does the Government have a policy?

(5) What is that policy?

(6) As a matter of policy, has the Government rejected the notion of limited term appointments for members of the
Commission?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(2) Yes.

(3)-(6) Limited terms of appointment of Commissioners was a recommendation of the Fielding Review.  Consideration
of major legislative change arising from the Fielding Review has been deferred.

AIRLINES, FARE STRUCTURES DURING OLYMPIC GAMES

300. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary for the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Is the Minister aware of concerns raised in the tourism industry about the major airlines only making available full
fares during and immediately before and after the Olympic Games?

(2) Has the Government sought or received any assurances from the airlines that fare structures will not be limited to
full fares immediately prior to, during or immediately after the Olympic Games?

(3) What airlines have provided such assurances?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1)-(2) No.

(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES

301. Mr BROWN to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal Affairs:

(1) Further to my question on notice No. 2987 of 1999, can the Minister advise why he will not provide details of
consultants engaged by each department and agency under his control?

(2) Is the Minister aware that as a Member of Parliament I wish to know how the Government is spending taxpayers
money at the present time and hence the name of each consultant?

(3) Why is the Minister so intent on keeping consultants employed by him a secret at the present time?

(4) Is it true that a number of consultants employed by the Minister are engaged on activities connected with the next
election?

(5) If not, for what other reason does the Minister wish to keep secret the name and other information relating to each
consultant engaged by departments under his authority?

(6) Will the Minister now release the name of each consultant employed by each department and agency under the
Minister's control?

(7) If not, why not?

(8) If the Minister will release that information, what is the -

(a) purpose or nature of the consultancy;
(b) cost of the consultancy; and
(c) anticipated completion date of the consultancy?

Mr COURT replied:

(1)-(8) The member would be aware that, in line with the Government’s commitment to openness and accountability,
details of consultants engaged by Government have been tabled in Parliament since 1995.  All Government
agencies are required to forward a return through their respective Minister every six months.  These returns are
scrutinised by the Minister’s Office and the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet to ensure accuracy, completeness
and consistency.



3132 [ASSEMBLY]

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES

302. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Further to my question on notice No. 2989 of 1999, can the Attorney General advise why he will not provide details
of consultants engaged by each department and agency under his control?

(2) Is the Attorney General aware that as a Member of Parliament I wish to know how the Government is spending
taxpayers money at the present time and hence the name of each consultant?

(3) Why is the Attorney General so intent on keeping consultants employed by him a secret at the present time?

(4) Is it true that a number of consultants employed by the Attorney General are engaged on activities connected with
the next election?

(5) If not, for what other reason does the Attorney General wish to keep secret the name and other information relating
to each consultant engaged by departments under his authority?

(6) Will the Attorney General now release the name of each consultant employed by each department and agency under
the Attorney General's control?

(7) If not, why not?

(8) If the Attorney General will release that information, what is the -

(a) purpose or nature of the consultancy;
(b) cost of the consultancy; and
(c) anticipated completion date of the consultancy?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1)-(8) The member would be aware that, in line with the Government’s commitment to openness and accountability,
details of consultants engaged by Government have been tabled in Parliament since 1995.  All Government
agencies are required to forward a return through their respective Minister every six months.  These returns are
scrutinised by the Minister’s Office and the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet to ensure accuracy, completeness
and consistency.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES

303. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Minister for Works; Services; Youth; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests:

(1) Further to my question on notice No 3000 of 1999, can the Minister advise why he will not provide details of
consultants engaged by each department and agency under his control?

(2) Is the Minister aware that as a Member of Parliament I wish to know how the Government is spending taxpayers
money at the present time and hence the name of each consultant?

(3) Why is the Minister so intent on keeping consultants employed by him a secret at the present time?

(4) Is it true that a number of consultants employed by the Minister are engaged on activities connected with the next
election?

(5) If not, for what other reason does the Minister wish to keep secret the name and other information relating to each
consultant engaged by departments under his authority?

(6) Will the Minister now release the name of each consultant employed by each department and agency under the
Minister's control?

(7) If not, why not?

(8) If the Minister will release that information, what is the -

(a) purpose or nature of the consultancy;
(b) cost of the consultancy; and
(c) anticipated completion date of the consultancy?

Mr BOARD replied:

(1)-(8) The member would be aware that, in line with the Government’s commitment to openness and accountability,
details of consultants engaged by Government have been tabled in Parliament since 1995.  All Government
agencies are required to forward a return through their respective Minister every six months.  These returns are
scrutinised by the Minister’s Office and the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet to ensure accuracy, completeness
and consistency.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES

304. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services:

(1) Further to my question on notice No. 3003 of 1999, can the Minister advise why he will not provide details of
consultants engaged by each department and agency under his control?
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(2) Is the Minister aware that as a Member of Parliament I wish to know how the Government is spending taxpayers
money at the present time and hence the name of each consultant?

(3) Why is the Minister so intent on keeping consultants employed by him a secret at the present time?

(4) Is it true that a number of consultants employed by the Minister are engaged on activities connected with the next
election?

(5) If not, for what other reason does the Minister wish to keep secret the name and other information relating to each
consultant engaged by departments under his authority?

(6) Will the Minister now release the name of each consultant employed by each department and agency under the
Minister's control?

(7) If not, why not?

(8) If the Minister will release that information, what is the -

(a) purpose or nature of the consultancy;
(b) cost of the consultancy; and
(c) anticipated completion date of the consultancy?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1)-(8) The member would be aware that, in line with the Government’s commitment to openness and accountability,
details of consultants engaged by Government have been tabled in Parliament since 1995.  All Government
agencies are required to forward a return through their respective Minister every six months.  These returns are
scrutinised by the Minister’s Office and the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet to ensure accuracy, completeness
and consistency.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES

305. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Further to my question on notice No. 3006 of 1999, can the Minister advise why he will not provide details of
consultants engaged by each department and agency under his control?

(2) Is the Minister aware that as a Member of Parliament I wish to know how the Government is spending taxpayers
money at the present time and hence the name of each consultant?

(3) Why is the Minister so intent on keeping consultants employed by him a secret at the present time?

(4) Is it true that a number of consultants employed by the Minister are engaged on activities connected with the next
election?

(5) If not, for what other reason does the Minister wish to keep secret the name and other information relating to each
consultant engaged by departments under his authority?

(6) Will the Minister now release the name of each consultant employed by each department and agency under the
Minister's control?

(7) If not, why not?

(8) If the Minister will release that information, what is the -

(a) purpose or nature of the consultancy;
(b) cost of the consultancy; and
(c) anticipated completion date of the consultancy?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1)-(8) The member would be aware that, in line with the Government’s commitment to openness and accountability,
details of consultants engaged by Government have been tabled in Parliament since 1995.  All Government
agencies are required to forward a return through their respective Minister every six months.  These returns are
scrutinised by the Minister’s Office and the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet to ensure accuracy, completeness
and consistency.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES

306. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Further to my question on notice No. 3007 of 1999, can the Minister advise why he will not provide details of
consultants engaged by each department and agency under his control?

(2) Is the Minister aware that as a Member of Parliament I wish to know how the Government is spending taxpayers
money at the present time and hence the name of each consultant?

(3) Why is the Minister so intent on keeping consultants employed by him a secret at the present time?
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(4) Is it true that a number of consultants employed by the Minister are engaged on activities connected with the next
election?

(5) If not, for what other reason does the Minister wish to keep secret the name and other information relating to each
consultant engaged by departments under his authority?

(6) Will the Minister now release the name of each consultant employed by each department and agency under the
Minister's control?

(7) If not, why not?

(8) If the Minister will release that information, what is the -

(a) purpose or nature of the consultancy;
(b) cost of the consultancy; and
(c) anticipated completion date of the consultancy?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

(1)-(8) The member would be aware that, in line with the Government’s commitment to openness and accountability,
details of consultants engaged by Government have been tabled in Parliament since 1995.  All Government
agencies are required to forward a return through their respective Minister every six months.  These returns are
scrutinised by the Minister’s Office and the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet to ensure accuracy, completeness
and consistency.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES

307. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Further to my question on notice No. 3008 of 1999, will the Minister advise why he will not provide details of
consultants engaged by each department and agency under his control?

(2) Is the Minister aware that as a Member of Parliament I wish to know how the Government is spending taxpayers
money at the present time and hence the name of each consultant?

(3) Why is the Minister so intent on keeping consultants employed by him a secret at the present time?

(4) Is it true that a number of consultants employed by the Minister are engaged on activities connected with the next
election?

(5) If not, for what other reason does the Minister wish to keep secret the name and other information relating to each
consultant engaged by departments under his authority?

(6) Will the Minister now release the name of each consultant employed by each department and agency under the
Minister's control?

(7) If not, why not?

(8) If the Minister will release that information, what is the -

(a) purpose or nature of the consultancy;
(b) cost of the consultancy; and
(c) anticipated completion date of the consultancy?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1)-(8) The member would be aware that, in line with the Government’s commitment to openness and accountability,
details of consultants engaged by Government have been tabled in Parliament since 1995.  All Government
agencies are required to forward a return through their respective Minister every six months.  These returns are
scrutinised by the Minister’s Office and the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet to ensure accuracy, completeness
and consistency.

TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE

309. Mr BROWN to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Does the Government, as a matter of policy, support the -

(a) continuation; and/or
(b) expansion

of the tourism industry in Northcliffe?

(2) Is the retention of old growth forests near Northcliffe critical to the success of the tourism industry in the town?

(3) Does the Government accept the retention of old growth forest in -

(a) Northcliffe 2 coupe; and
(b) Northcliffe 7 coupe; and
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(c) Northcliffe 9, 10 and 11; and
(d) Muirillup 4 coupe

is critical to the success of tourism in Northcliffe in the -

(i) immediate; or
(ii) medium term

future?

(4) If not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) (a)-(b) Yes. This is demonstrated by Government funding for the redevelopment and upgrading of key tourist
attractions in the Northcliffe area such as the Bibbulmun Track, Boorara Tree, Lane Poole Falls, the Point
D'Entrecasteaux precinct and the planning for a tourist/recreation site at Mount Chudalup.

(2)-(3) No. The success of the tourism industry in Northcliffe is dependent on a number of factors including the availability
of a wide range of accommodation (type, quality and price), the availability of good quality food and the
availability of a wide range of "things to see and do".

(4) Reference to a map of the area will show that Northcliffe is located in close proximity to a number of significant
conservation reserves.  

Shannon National Park - This park is some 53 500 hectares in size and contains extensive areas of old growth karri
plus tourist attractions such as the Shannon campgrounds and picnic areas, the Great Forest Trees Drive and
associated walk trails.

D'Entrecasteaux National Park - This park is some 118 000 hectares and Northcliffe is the only town that can claim
to be the "gateway to D'Entrecasteaux". It is ideally located at the entrance to key features of the park such as
Malimup Beach, Salmon Beach, Point D'Entrecasteaux, Mount Chudalup, Coodamurrup and Fish Creek.

Boorara Conservation Park - This park is some 610 hectares of karri and marri forest that also contains tourist
attractions such as Boorara Tree and Lane Poole Falls.

The Bibbulmun Track also goes through Northcliffe. All these reserves, the multiple use State Forest and other
reserves such as the Northcliffe Forest Park (mostly vested in the Shire of Manjimup) provide a wonderful array
of natural features for the Northcliffe tourism industry to expand and grow into the foreseeable future.

TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE

310. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Is the Minister aware members of the Northcliffe tourism industry are keen to see the areas known as Northcliffe
7 coupes saved from logging due to its intrinsic value and future potential?

(2) Is the Minister also aware the coupe contains old growth karri on the edge of the Gardner River and is ideal for a
loop off the Bibbulmun track?

(3) Will the Minister make representations to his Cabinet colleague, the Minister for the Environment, to preserve the
Northcliffe 7 coupes?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) The Northcliffe tourism industry has not raised this as a key issue with me.

(2) No.

(3) I would  be happy to bring this issue to the attention of my Cabinet colleague, the Hon Minister for the
Environment.

TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE

311. Mr BROWN to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Is the Minister aware -

(a) that as part of the S.T.E.P. initiative, Northcliffe planned a walk trail in the Jane State Forest;

(b) that Government funds have been approved for the development of the trail;

(c) the trail is planned to be for dual use; both walking and wheelchair sports; and

(d) the area where the trail is to be constructed is earmarked for clear felling?

(2) Will the Minister take steps to ensure -

(a) the area is not clear felled; and

(b) the funds for the walk trail are able to be used for that purpose?
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(3) If so, when?

(4) If not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) (a) I am aware that the STEP Project Consultant, Mr Jeff Milne from Northcliffe has identified seven
potential walk trails in the Northcliffe area, including one within Jane State Forest.

(b) Yes. I am advised that the initial funding was for identification and planning for five walk trails, design
and drafting of brochures, construction of a web page, completion of the story telling phase of the project
and ongoing administration. The Northcliffe Telecentre has recently obtained additional funds for the next
phase of the project.

(c) Yes.

(d) All harvesting plans are currently being reviewed as a consequence of the Government’s decision to end
logging of old growth karri and tingle from 2004.  However there are no plans to harvest this area.

(2)-(4) (a) See (1)(d).

(b) It is the role of the Northcliffe Telecentre Committee to continue to develop proposals that will meet
visitor safety standards, are integrated with other land management activities and meet environmental
standards. Some of the current proposals do not evidently meet these requirements. CALM staff continue
to be available to assist the committee in the design and construction of walk trails to the appropriate
standards.

TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE

312. Mr BROWN to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Is the Minister aware -

(a) that as part of the S.T.E.P. initiative, Northcliffe planned a walk trail in the Jane State Forest;

(b) that Government funds have been approved for the development of the trail;

(c) the trail is planned to be for dual use; both walking and wheelchair sports; and 

(d) the area where the trail is to be constructed is earmarked for clear felling?

(2) Will the Minister take steps to ensure -

(a) the area is not clear felled; and

(b) the funds for the walk trail are able to be used for that purpose?

(3) If so, when?

(4) If not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(4) I refer the member to Parliamentary Question No 311.

TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE

314. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Tourism:

(1) Does the -

(a) Government; and/or
(b) Western Australian Tourism Commission

have a plan or strategy for tourism in and around Northcliffe?

(2) If so, what is that plan or strategy?

(3) Does the plan or strategy take into account -

(a) infrastructure needs of the town; and
(b) infrastructure needs for tourism industry development; and
(c) transport and preservation needs; and
(d) training and employment needs?

(4) If not, will the Government/Western Australian Tourism Commission provide funds to the Northcliffe Tourism
Centre or some other entity nominated by Northcliffe tourism operators to develop a plan or strategy for the
industry?

(5) If not, why not?
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Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1)-(3) Northcliffe needs to be seen in the broader context of South West tourism.  While there is no specific tourism
strategy for Northcliffe, there is a tourism strategy for the South West, of which Northcliffe is an integral part.

(4)-(5) The WATC does not provide funding for local area tourism plans but would be available to assist the local tourism
operators in Northcliffe to develop their own plan to fit into the broader South West Tourism Plan.  The WATC
advises they are already assisting some local operators and would be pleased to assist locals develop their own plan.

FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S POLICY OFFICE, ESTABLISHMENT

323. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Family and Children's Services:

I refer to the decision to allocate $1.063 million to the development of a Family and Children's Policy Office (The Office)
and ask the Minister -

(a) (i) how many Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) are currently employed on the establishment of the office;
(ii) what are their names;
(iii) what is the level of their seniority; and
(iv) describe their designated duties in relation to that establishment;

(b) (i) how many FTEs will be employed in the office; and
(ii) at what classification levels;

(c) when is the office expected to open;

(d) where will the office be situated;

(e) what is the cost of establishing the office (will the Minister provide a breakdown);

(f) (i) what liaison has occurred with the Office of Youth Affairs; and
(ii) when;

(g) (i) what consultation has occurred with the Youth Sector; and
(ii) when;

(h) (i) what consultation has occurred with the Child Protection Council; and
(ii) when; and

(i) (i) will the office take on a co-ordinating role; and
(ii) what impact will that have on the current co-ordinating role of the Office of Youth Affairs?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(a) (i) Seven Full Time Equivalent (FTEs) and two part-time FTEs are currently employed in the Family and
Children’s Policy Office (FCPO).

(ii)-(iv) Jane Brazier has been appointed Executive Director, Class 1.  
The Executive Director has the task of setting up the FCPO and the responsibility for:

Promoting the development and implementation of policies that support and strengthen family
life; 
Promoting the interests of families and children within the Government, non-Government
agencies and the community; and Facilitating whole of Government customers, which impact on
families and children.

The following officers are on a secondment and contract basis for set periods up to three months:

Shelley Liddelow - Acting Director Policy Co-ordination and Development, Level 8.
The Director Policy Co-ordination and Development’s key responsibilities are:

responsible for the management, development and co-ordination of across government policy
pertaining to families and children; 
directs and supports a range of structures to achieve a co-ordinated approach to family and
children’s issues across government and the broader community; 
manages Office resources effectively to deliver the business plan and achieve effective outputs
and outcomes; and
provides high level advice and reports to the Minister.

Judith Uren -  Acting Senior Research Officer, Level 7.
The Principal Research Officer is responsible to: 

develop a planned approach to research and information for the development and application of
across government policies relating to families and children; 
undertake and supervise complex research, market research, evaluation, analytical projects for
the FCPO;
monitor and quality assure research, market research, evaluation and analytical methodologies,
reporting on research and information issues; and to provide project leadership.

Sue Nye and Kerri Watson - part-time Acting Senior Project Officers, Level 6. 
The Senior Project Officer position is responsible to:



3138 [ASSEMBLY]

significantly contribute to the development and application of across government policy on
families and children; 
provide advice contributing to the development of family and children’s policies in response to
State and national issues;  
assist in the development and maintenance of across government family and children’s policy
strategies; 
plan and manage special reviews, investigations, consultancies and projects which contribute to
the outcomes of the Office’s business plan; report and interpret information based on data
analysis which contributes to forecasting trends on the status of families and children in the State;
and
undertake liaison with other departmental and external bodies. 

Jane White - Acting Project Officer, Level 5. 
The Project Officer is responsible for:

providing executive and project support to the Family and Children’s Advisory Council;
assist in research and analysis and prepare reports and advice for the Family and Children’s
Advisory Council and FCPO; and
assist in identifying and developing across government policy on family and children’s issues
for the FCPO. 

Patricia Yip - Acting Management Officer, Level 5 (temporary position created to assist with the
establishment of the Office).
The Management Officer is responsible for:

providing administrative support services involving finance, budgeting, human resources,
information technology, office management and other corporate services.  

Gabrielle Kay - Acting Personal Assistant, Level 2.
The Personal Assistant is responsible for:

providing assistance to the Executive Director and providing administrative support to the
FCPO.

Clare Masten - Acting Administrative Assistant, Level 2.
The Administrative Assistant is responsible for:

providing a quality customer service for the Office; and providing quality clerical and
administrative support to the FCPO in the efficient operation of human, financial and physical
resources. 

(b) (i) Eight (8) FTEs will be employed in the FCPO.  

Executive Director, Class 1
Director Policy Coordination and Development Level 8
Principal Research Officer, Level 7
Senior Project Officer, Level 6
Project Officer, Level 5
Project Officer, Level 4
Administrative Assistant, Level 2
Personal Assistant, Level 2

(c) The Executive Officer , Family and Children’s Policy Office took up her position on 7 June 1999.  The Office is
in full operation at present.

(d) The Office is situated on Level 13, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, West Perth.  

(e) The set up costs in 1998/99 were $209,439.76.  The 1999/2000 budget estimated cost for the FCPO for a full year
is as follows:

Cash $  970,850
Accruals       57,802
Family and Children’s Services overhead        42,000
Total $1,070,652

(f) (i) Liaison has commenced. 
(ii) A first meeting took place on 11 August 1999.

(g) (i) None as yet.
(ii) Not applicable.

(h) (i) Liaison has commenced.
(ii) On a number of occasions.

(i) (i) The FCPO will take a coordinating role across government agencies in relation to policies and services
relevant to families and children.

(ii) Yet to be determined.
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TOURISM, STATE-WIDE ACCESS PASS

337. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary for the Minister for Tourism:

In the 1999-2000 State budget how much has been allocated towards a State wide access pass to tourism product and
services?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

Funds have not been allocated in the WATC’s 1999/2000 budget towards a State wide access pass to tourism product and
services.  However staff are working on the concept as part of the new Electronic Distribution Strategy.

KALBARRI, SEALED AIRSTRIP

354. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Has the Government given any consideration to sealing the air strip at Kalbarri?

(2) Has the Government examined what impact on tourism a sealed air strip would have?

(3) What is that impact?

(4) If not, will the Government undertake such an examination?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1)-(2) Yes. 

(3) Part of the process of assessment for the relocation and upgrade of the Kalbarri airstrip, was to undertake
comprehensive business and feasibility analysis, as well as market needs analysis.  The outcomes of this analysis
have been formulated into a Kalbarri Airport Master Plan and a Kalbarri Airport Development Plan, including
forecasts of a range of passenger movement scenarios.  This process examined the impact on tourism of initially
sealing the airstrip and clearly identified that a quality unsealed airstrip would more than satisfy anticipated usage
in the medium term. However, it was agreed that initial construction would take into account the possibility of
future sealing if required.

(4) Not applicable.

FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES, EMERGENCY RELIEF FUNDING

357. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Family and Children's Services:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 3181 of 1999, will the Minister advise if a response to her letter has been received
from Senator the Hon Jocelyn Newman?

(2) If not, does the Minister intend to pursue the matter with the Senator?

(3) If so, what further action has the Minister taken in this regard?

(4) Will the Minister table copies of all correspondence?

(5) If not, why not?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) No specific action has been taken in regard to the correspondence received from Senator the Hon Jocelyn Newman.

(4) Yes.  [See paper No 370.]

(5) Not applicable.

YOUTH, PROGRAMS IN REGIONAL AREAS

378. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Family and Children's Services:

(1) Apart from the formal system, what range of youth programs and projects in the regions are presently -

(a) organised;
(b) funded; and
(c) supported,

by departments and agencies under the Minister's control?

(2) What is name of each program and project?

(3) In what town or locality is each program or project conducted?

(4) How much is allocated to each program or project in each town or locality?
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Mrs PARKER replied:

(1) (a) The Keith Maine Youth & Family Centre provides opportunity for families and young people to develop
skills, knowledge, self esteem and supportive networks during the course of activities which are offered
at the centre.  Over $100,000 is available for program activities with three full-time staff to provide on-site
support and approximately fifty volunteers are also available when required.  The Rally Australia Youth
Project has a total operating budget of $179,593 and currently operates at three localities - Kensington,
Peel and Northern Suburbs.  The project encourages young people to develop a variety of skills through
the process of preparing cars for the Rally Australia event.  A number of youth programs are also offered
via the W.A. Drug Abuse Strategy Office (WADASO):

The School Drug Education Project, with a $4.5 million over three years is a comprehensive programme
including teacher training program, a new drug curriculum, policies and protocols in all schools and
strategies to involve parents and the community.  Currently 60 Local Drug Action Groups operate
throughout the state and approximately 40% of the $212,000 grant money available to these community
based groups is spent on youth projects of varying types.

Sporting Partnership are also being established to promote drug free messages through the use of positive
role models across 7 sporting codes (football, swimming, netball, surfing, soccer and baseball.) Aimed
at both primary and secondary age groups a budget of $150,000 has been allocated to this strategy.

WADASO also funds a number of non-government agencies to provide services to young people as listed
below:

Yirra - both residential and non-residential drug treatment services ($354,800)
Yirra - Prison to Parole program ($38,500)
Swan Emergency Accommodation - one staff member to provide a service on drug issues
($43,900)
Wanneroo Emergency Accommodation - one staff member to provide a service on drug issues
($43,900)
Palmerson - prison to Parole program ($19,250)
Drug Arm WA - outreach service to young people with drug use issues ($46,800)

(b) 96 youth programs are funded by Family and Children’s Services in the non government sector to a total
of $14,548,058.00.  The detail of this funding is attached in appendix one. Funded services are listed
under 5 categories.

services for young people are generic services which could provide training, support, mentoring,
activities and assistance with housing; funding in this area totals $2,768,242.
youth counselling provides counselling services often in the area of parent /adolescent conflict;
funding in this area totals $669,510.
youth SAAP services provide emergency accommodation; funding in this area totals $5,801,958.
Moving to Independence this service provides transitional support to young people between 16 -
25 years who have left and/or are leaving accommodation and care. Funding totals $203,000.

(c) The purpose of the Youth Development Holiday Program is to provide opportunities for young people
in high school years 8-12 to enhance their self esteem and improve their personal development through
a range of indoor / outdoor activities.  Grants up to a maximum of $2,000 for each school holiday period
(October, January, April, July) are available to subsidise the cost of running holiday activities.  $200,000
is allocated to this program per annum with 60% distributed to country zones and 40% to metro areas. 
Attached in appendix two is a list of grant recipients for the April 99 and July 99 school holiday periods.

The amalgamation of the Western Australian Association of Young People in care (WAAYPIC) with the
national body known as CREATE was announced on 10 August 1999. CREATE is not an acronym but
is rather an action word intended to inspire innovation and creativity in meeting the needs of children and
young people who are in care or are leaving care. The department, together with UWA and the Salvation
Army has recently worked with CREATE to research, develop and pilot a Leaving Care kit.

(2)-(4) See below.

Funded Youth Service July 1999

FAMILY, YOUTH AND INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

LOCATION Youth Lifeskills Development AFL 99/00*

N W Metro Anglican Health & Welfare Services Inner City Service for Young People $252,400.00

NW Metro Balga Detached Youth Work Project Balga Detached Youth - Mobile Youth Service $43,929.44

NW Metro Balga Detached Youth Work Project Balga Detached Youth Work Project Youth and
Education Support Service

$46,675.04

N E Metro Bassendean Youth Service Bassendean Youth Service $5,011.50

Kimberley Broome Youth Support Group Broome Youth Support Group $55,497.77

Kimberley Burdekin - Youth in Action Inc Burdekin - Youth in Action $69,130.06

S E Metro Churches Commission On Education Belmont Senior High School Support Program $6,717.00

S E Metro City of Belmont Belmont Youth Outreach $33,515.51
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S W Metro City of Cockburn Burdekin Brokerage Program $69,042.05

S W Metro City of Cockburn City of Cockburn Youth Outreach $51,400.88

S W Metro City of Fremantle Fremantle Community Youth Service $50,299.36

N W Metro City of Joondalup Wanneroo Youth Service (Quinns Rock/Merriwa) $47,519.83

NW Metro City of Joondalup Yanchep/Two Rocks Youth Service $33,000.00

Goldfields Subject to RFP Laverton Youth Service (Perth City Mission) $43,380.00

Southern Collie Welfare Council Collie Welfare Council Youth Program $20,159.18

Kimberley Derby Aboriginal Sporting Association Derby Aboriginal Sporting Association Services for
Young People

$54,911.81

Goldfields Esperance Group Training Scheme Inc Services for Young People $34,889.06

Murchison Geraldton Regional Community Education Centre Geraldton Youth Support Service $56,190.39

Kimberley Halls Creek Youth Service Youth and Community Program $23,495.03

N E Metro Hills Community Support Group Swanview Youth Centre $50,250.93

Southern Jobs South West Inc Jobs South West Busselton Youth & Family Support
Service

$27,900.00

Southern Jobs South West Inc Jobs South West Inc - Manjimup Youth Support $15,839.94

Southern Jobs South West Inc Jobs South West Inc - Youth Outreach Service $40,975.11

Southern Jurien Youth Group Inc Jurien Youth Group: Services for Young People $12,671.00

Pilbara Karratha Youth Housing Project Karratha Youth Housing Project $65,181.73

Kimberley Kimberley Aboriginal Law & Culture Fitzroy Crossing Youth $69,456.57

NW Metro Koondoola & Girrawheen Youth Inc Work Skills Training Programme $103,781.44

Kimberley Kununurra Youth Services Inc Kununurra Youth Centre $55,744.05

Kimberley Kununurra Youth Services Inc Youth and Community Program $90,072.03

Southern Lake Jasper Project Aboriginal Corporation Lake Jasper Youth Service $147,839.48

Murchison Meekatharra Youth And Social Centre Meekatharra Youth Work Service $46,221.39

Southern Moora Youth Group Moora Youth Group $36,795.32

Goldfields Nindeebai Pirniku Nindeebai Pirniku Kalgoorlie Boulder Youth Service $34,889.06

N E Metro North East Regional Youth Council Midland Gate Street Work Programme $20,458.31

N E Metro North East Regional Youth Council Community Youth Centre $39,046.52

Southern Northam Youth Outreach Youth Services and School Support Program $74,868.41

N W Metro North West Metro Regional Youth Service Wanneroo Youth Activities Centre $50,081.54

N W Metro North West Metro Regional Youth Service Whitford Youth Centre $50,166.61

Pilbara Onslow Youth Centre Inc. Onslow Youth Centre $55,609.14

Pilbara Paraburdoo/Tom Price Youth Support Paraburdoo/Tom Price Youth Support $55,774.23

Southern Peel Youth Programme Inc Peel Youth Programme $103,781.44

S W Metro Rockingham Youth Services Development
Association

Youth and Family Mentor Project $48,638.69

S W Metro Rockingham Youth Services Development
Association

Rockingham Outreach Program $50,059.57

Pilbara Roebourne Youth Centre Roebourne Youth and Education Centre $55,550.56

N W Metro Salvation Army Morley Citadel Corps Salvation Army Morley - Youth and Community $13,433.96

Southern Shire Of Denmark Youth Support Service $16,473.54

Goldfields Shire Of Dundas Norseman Youth Activity $44,496.15

Southern Shire Of Katanning Katanning Youth Support Service $17,527.85

Murchison Shire of Mullewa Mullewa Youth Service $57,256.86

N E Metro Stand By Me Youth Service (WA) Inc Lockridge Youth Service $50,112.50

S W Metro Town of Kwinana Town of Kwinana Outreach Program $36,480.85

S E Metro YMCA Southern Suburbs Southern Suburbs Mobile Youth Outreach $17,242.31

Pilbara Youth Involvement Council Inc Youth Involvement Council Programmes (Hedland) $116,401.24

$2,768,242.24

 Youth Counselling

S W Metro Anglican Health & Welfare Services Parent/Adolescent Conflict Counselling Service $50,969.43

Metro Centrecare Marriage & Family Service Parent Teen Link $140,140.78

N W Metro Centrecare Marriage & Family Service Parent/Adolescent Conflict Counselling Service $50,969.43

S E Metro Communicare Inc. Parent/Adolescent Conflict Counselling Service $50,969.43

NW Metro Perth City Mission (Mission Australia) Youth and Family Support Service $44,879.84

SE Metro Roberta Jull Child Care Association Youth Family Counselling Service $50,259.74

N E Metro Shire of Mundaring Mundaring Parent/Adolescent Conflict Counselling
Service

$50,969.43

Metro YMCA Of Perth Inc Youth and Family Counselling $230,352.58

$669,510.66
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CRISIS SUPPORT

Youth SAAP

Southern Agencies for South West Accomodation Inc. Bunyap $290,595.40

Southern Albany Youth Support Association Young House $295,927.58

S W Metro Anglican Health & Welfare Services Chesterfield House $284,708.52

Metro Anglican Health & Welfare Services YES Housing - North $149,375.24

S E Metro Anglican Health & Welfare Services YES Housing - South East $111,030.98

SE Metro Armadale Youth Accommodation Service Armadale Youth Accommodation Service $344,912.07

Southern Calvary Youth Service Mandurah Inc Calvary Youth Service Mandurah $302,261.09

S E Metro City of Canning City of Canning Youth Accommodation Service $63,556.72

Pilbara East Pilbara Youth Council Youth Refuge Services $174,099.46

NW Metro Ebenezer Homes Inc Ebenezer Home $339,588.81

S W Metro Fremantle Community Youth  Service Fremantle Youth Accommodation Service $160,896.55

S E Metro Fusion Australia Ltd Student Household Service $71,746.41

Pilbara Karratha Youth Housing Project Karratha Youth Housing Project $213,121.68

Metro Mercy Community Services Catherine McAuley Family Centre Youth Care $443,119.27

Southern Northam Youth Outreach Northam Youth Outreach SAAP Service $52,050.98

N W Metro P.I.C.Y.S. Household Network Perth Inner City Youth Service $99,783.06

Metro Perth City Mission (Mission Australia) Perth City Mission -  Youth Accomodation &
Support Service

$288,641.84

SE Metro Ravenhill Youth Accommodation Program Ravenhill Youth Accommodation Program $85,762.02

Murchison S.T.A.Y. Short Term Accommodation for Youth $297,112.10

Goldfields Salvation Army (WA) Property Trust (interim
sponsor)

Kalgoorlie Youth  Accommodation Service (prev.
Golden Mile)

$252,994.85

N E Metro Swan Emergency Accommodation Inc Swan Emergency Accommodation - Youth $289,737.03

S E Metro Victoria Park Youth Accommodation Inc Victoria Park Youth Accommodation Service $110,764.96

N W Metro Wanneroo Accommodation & Support Service
Inc.

Wanneroo Accommodation & Support Service $336,343.15

Metro YMCA of Perth Inc YMCA Emergency Youth Accommodation
(Streetsyde)

$47,217.11

$5,105,346.88

CARE FOR CHILDREN

Child Placements

Metro Anglican Health & Welfare Services Anglicare Child Placement Service (Teenshare) $297,151.75

Metro Djooraminda Djooraminda $861,897.05

Metro Manguri Manguri $383,089.26

Metro Mercy Community Services Mercy Community Services - Placement Service $1,032,701.71

Metro Parkerville Children's Home Parkerville Children's Home - Cottage Program $895,838.61

Metro Parkerville Children's Home Parkerville Children's Home Belmont Program $302,570.59

Metro Salvation Army (WA) Property Trust Crossroads West - Oasis House $308,973.54

Metro Salvation Army (WA) Property Trust Crossroads West - Landsdale House $475,844.55

Metro Wanslea Family Services Wanslea Placement Service $509,877.74

Metro Yorganop Child Care Aboriginal Corporation Yorganop Child Care Aboriginal Corporation $431,442.93

Metro Parkerville Children's Home WA Association of Young People in Care $302,570.59

$5,801,958.32

Leaving Care

Metro Salvation Army (WA) Property Trust Crossroads West - Moving to Independence $203,000.00

TOTALS $14,548,058.10

* Yet to be adjusted for CPI and SAAP indexation
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Youth Development Holiday Programs April and July 1999.

Metropolitan

APRIL 1999 GRANT JULY 1999 GRANT

AGENCY ($) AGENCY ($)

City of Cockburn 2000 City of Melville 1000

City of Melville 1000 Kulcha Multicultral Arts of WA 2000

YMCA 2000 YMCA 2000

Salvation Army Morley 1700 Step 1, Anglicare 1800

Hamersley Community Centre 1600 Hamersley Community Centre 1400

City of Joondalup Anchors Centre 1700 Shire of Wanneroo Clarkson/Yanchep Youth Services 2000

North East Regional Youth Council 1090 NE Regional Youth Council 1090

Bassendean Youth Service 740 Bassendean Youth Service 750

African-Australian Advancement Centre 1950 Balga Detached Youth Work Project 1900

Shire of Mundaring 1220 Lesmurdie Baptist Church 1300

Karrawara Community Project Inc 2000 Karrawarra Community Project Inc 2000

Armadale/Gosnells & District Youth Resources 2000 Armadale/Gosnells & District Youth Resources 2000

City of Gosnells 1000 City of Gosnells 1000

TOTAL $20000 $20040

Country 

APRIL 1999 GRANT JULY 1999 GRANT

AGENCY ($) AGENCY ($)

Eastern Goldfields YMCA 1500 Eastern Goldfield YMCA 1765

Curtin Volunteers 1500 Eastern Goldfield Aboriginal Advancement Council 2000

Eastern Goldfields Aboriginal Advancement Council 1500 Carnarvon PCYC 1200

Shire of Mullewa 1500 Geraldton Regional Community Education Centre 1000

Carnarvon PCYC 800 Shire of Mullewa 1400

Womensport West 750 Geraldton Public Library 400

Geraldton Regional Community Education Centre 950 Irrungadji Group Association Inc 520

Irrungadji Group Association Inc. 1600 Youth Involvement Council 1500

Newman – YMCA 1700 Newman – YMCA 1500

Youth Involvement Council 1700 Roebourne Youth Centre 1500

Murray Districts Recreation Centre 1650 Mandurah City Council 1000

Fairbridge 950 Peel Youth Program 1750

Northcliffe Family Centre Inc. 1200 Northcliffe Family Centre Inc. 1250

Shire of Bridgetown/Greenbushes 1200 Shire of Bridgetown/Greenbushes 1250

CRANK Inc 500 NEEDAC 1000

Boyup Brook Teenscene 570 Bunbury Regional Art Galleries 600

Peppermint Grove Beach Community Association 730 Peppermint Grove Beach Community Association 600

Agencies for South West Accommodation 730 Agencies for South West Accommodation 550

Bunbury Regional Art Galleries 720 York Community Centre 1100

Dalwallinu Baptist Youth Group 500 Mukinbudin Shire Council 865

Town of Northam 1000 Toodyay Community Resource Centre 500

Tammin Cooinda Centre 350 Central Wheatbelt Games 750

York Community Centre 600 Fitzroy Valley Aboriginal Sporting Association 700

Toodyay Community Resource Centre 300 Halls Creek Youth Service 700

Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre –
Fitzroy Crossing

750 Kununurra Youth Service 700

Halls Creek Youth Service 750 Oombulgurrie Aboriginal Corporation 500

Kununurra Youth Service 750 Kalumburu Youth Group 500

Oombulgurrie Aboriginal Corporation 500 Warmun Aboriginal Corporation 500

Warmun Aboriginal Corporation 500 Derby Aboriginal Sporting Association 700

Derby Aboriginal Sporting Association 500 Diocese of Broome 500

Diocese of Broome 500 Bardi Aboriginal Association 500

Bardi Aboriginal Association – One Arm Point 500 Broome Youth Support Group 700

Broome Youth Support Group 750

TOTAL $30,000 $30,000
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RAILWAY SLEEPERS, TIMBER AND STEEL

390. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the Minister's response to question on notice No. 2499 of 1999 and ask -

(a) as part of Westrail's grain line strengthening project, how many railway sleepers will be -

(i) timber; and
(ii) steel;

(b) why was the decision made to utilise both steel and timber; and

(c) for this project, what is the total budget for -

(i) timber sleepers; and
(ii) steel sleepers?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a) (i) New 576 683 (estimated). 
Recovered 139 130 (estimated).

(ii) New 589 989 (estimated).

(b) Where axle loads, train speeds and the freight task are low, the use of timber sleepers interspersed with steel
sleepers provides a fit for purpose track structure at the best whole of life value for money. 

(c) (i) $19.7 million. *
(ii) $26.8 million. *

* Represents supply of materials only and does not include freight, installation, fastenings, etc.

INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL EMPLOYEES HOUSING AUTHORITY, CHARGES AGAINST MR
WILLIAM BLACKBURN

392. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Housing:

(1) Have the 41 charges of corruption against William Blackburn, formerly the Manager of the ICEHA, yet been set
down for trial?

(2) If yes, what is the date of that trial?

(3) If no, why not?

(4) When does the Minister expect the trial date to be set?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) No.  Mr William Blackburn has been indicted on only 25 charges, not 41.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The District Court of Western Australia has not allocated a trial date.

(4) Mr Blackburn’s next appearance is on 30 November 1999 (third status conference), when the Court may set a trial
date.

TOM PRICE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL, GYMNASIUM

403. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Education:

(1) Does the Minister agree that a gymnasium is an urgent requirement for the Tom Price Senior High School?

(2) If yes, when is it likely to be budgeted for?

(3) If no, then why has this school had to endure being the only Senior High School in Western Australia without a
covered gymnasium?

(4) Does the Minister agree that Paraburdoo District High School needs to have its air-conditioning system upgraded?

(5) When can we see this budgeted for?

(6) Does the Minister agree the verandah roof at North Tom Price Primary School is in urgent need of repair?

(7) When will funds be allocated for this repair?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) Yes.
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(2) Due to other competing demands on the funds available to the Education Department for the provision of facilities
in schools, it has not been possible to construct a sports hall at the school.  However, the construction of a
gymnasium at Tom Price Senior High School is a high priority in the Pilbara District’s capital works program and
will continue to be considered alongside other priorities for future building programs.  However, the Local Area
Education Planning currently underway in the area may lead to a reassessment of Tom Price’s requirements.

(3) Not applicable.

(4)-(5) No.  The maintenance condition of the air-conditioning systems in the schools in the former Karratha District was
investigated and reported upon in May 1997.  At that time, it was reported that a significant number of the air-
conditioning units at Paraburdoo District High School were new and did not require replacement.  It was
recommended that the remainder of the units be replaced over the following one to five years, at a total cost in the
order of $180 000.  An annual budget allocation is made to the Pilbara Education District each year for preventive
maintenance work in schools.  In 1998/1999 that amount was $938 785.  A similar amount will be allocated in
1999/2000.  The scheduling of the replacement of the remaining air-conditioning units at Paraburdoo will be a
matter for consideration by the Pilbara District Education Office, which administers those funds.  I have requested
the District Education Office to consider the air-conditioners at Paraburdoo District High School as a priority for
the preventive maintenance program, which is due to be finalised early in 4th term this year.

(6)-(7) The buildings at North Tom Price Primary School were constructed about 1977. At that time, new primary schools
usually comprised several cluster blocks of classrooms.  In general, these buildings were not provided with
verandahs, but with eaves about 1.2 metres wide to reduce the heat load on the buildings.  In recognition of the high
temperatures experienced in the Pilbara area, the design of the classroom blocks was modified to include 2.8 metre
wide pergola structures on each elevation.  These structures are in need of repair and, following a recent visit to
the school, I requested the District consider this work as a priority.  I understand that funding to repair the
verandahs has now been allocated by the District Office.  The school has a purpose-built covered assembly area
which provides the students with protection from both the sun and the rain.

SPEEDWAY, KWINANA

406. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the Government speedway proposal in Kwinana and ask -

(a) how much by way of public funds is set aside to construct this facility;

(b) over what period of time is this money allocated;

(c) how much of this money is allocated for each year of construction;

(d) what is the total cost of the land for the project;

(e) has the cost of land been factored into the amount of money set aside for construction;

(f) what is the total cost of the construction and acquisition of land; and

(g) how much more is that than the amount set aside in the budget?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) $16m.

(b) Two financial years 1999/2000 and 2000/2001.

(c) 1999/2000 $12.7m
2000/2001 $  3.3m  

(d) A zero land cost has been factored into this project as the land currently comprises of an Alcoa bauxite residue
disposal site with significant environmental implications and vacant Crown land.

(e) No.

(f) The total cost of construction is estimated at $16m.

(g) This is the amount set aside in budget.

PRIMARY SCHOOLS, COMPUTER SOFTWARE PACKAGES FOR TEACHERS

409. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Education:

(1) What computer software packages are available to assist primary school teachers in recording, assessment and
reporting duties?

(2) Are these computer software packages available at all Government primary schools?

(3) Are there any plans to introduce new or updated computer software packages to support assessment and reporting
duties?
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(4) Does the Education Department fund professional development for primary school teachers in the use of these
software packages?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) A new customised Student Information System (SIS) package is being piloted in schools and will aid teachers in
recording, assessment and reporting duties.  As well, schools may choose and purchase from a variety of
commercially available computer packages.

(2) Between 1992 and 1996 the MAZE school administrative system, supplied by CAZ software, and funded by the
Education Department, was implemented in primary schools.  There are currently 630 primary schools using the
package.  All primary schools have access to the full MAZE application.  The use of the MAZE finance package
is mandatory for all schools, while the use of the system for maintaining student demographic records is optional. 
A facility for recording student assessment data is also available in the MAZE system.  13 schools are currently
in the pilot program for SIS (a mixture of primary and secondary schools).  Another 60 schools will be invited to
participate in the implementation trial phase in Semester 1, 2000 (a mixture of primary, district and secondary
schools).

(3) Yes.  SIS contains a Curriculum Module which enables schools to assess and report student performance.

(4) Yes.  Training in the use of Curriculum Module of the SIS package can be accessed at the school level.  The
Department will continue in the short term to support the current version of the MAZE software.

SENIOR CARDS, REBATES POLICY

412. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Seniors:

(1) Is the Minister aware that holders of Senior Cards are precluded from receiving rebates unless they hold the card
at the commencement of the rating year (1 July each year)?

(2) Does the Minister have any intention to seek to change this policy?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1) Yes I am aware that Seniors Card members must hold a Seniors Card prior to 1 July each year to obtain the
concession for the Water Corporation’s rebate.

(2) In the International Year of Older Persons, the Government has demonstrated a special commitment to
improvement of services to seniors in Western Australia. I have written to the Minister for Finance requesting that
consideration be given to amending the 1 July policy to allow Seniors Card members to access the Water
Corporation rebate throughout the year.

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION COSTS

414. Ms McHALE to the Treasurer:

(1) What was the cost of vehicle registration for the following years -

(a) 1992-93;
(b) 1993-94;
(c) 1994-95;
(d) 1995-96;
(e) 1996-97;
(f) 1997-98; and
(g) 1998-99?

(2) Is there an option for drivers to pay the vehicle registration in instalments?

(3) If not, would the Premier consider introducing such a payment method, in recognition of the difficulties some low
income drivers have in raising the total amount?

Mr COURT replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1) Up until 30 June 1998 vehicle licence fees were based on the tare weight and horsepower of a vehicle.  The
following registration costs for the period 1992-93 to 1997-98 are based on an average vehicle with a tare weight
of 1315 kilograms and a horsepower of 27.  Also, there are two categories of vehicle licence fees – “standard” and
“family”.

Period Effective Date “Standard” “Family”
1992-93 1 January 1992 $295.98 $270.07

1 October 1992 $296.94 $270.07
1 January 1993 $296.94 $270.76

1993-94 1 August 1993 $339.74 $313.56
(3rd Party Insurance 
"WA Inc" Levy introduced)

1994-95 $339.74 $313.56
1995-96 1 July 1995 $340.84 $314.66
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1996-97 1 July 1996 $341.34 $315.16
1 August 1996 $291.34 $265.16
(3rd Party Insurance 
"WA Inc "Levy withdrawn)
1 April 1997 $292.84 $266.66

1997-98 1 July 1997 $310.91 $303.44
1 August 1997 $320.46 $313.04

From 1 July 1998 the basis for calculating vehicle licence fees was changed to the tare weight of the vehicle only.

Period Effective Date “Standard” “Family”
1998-99 1 July 1998 $397.10 $369.10

(2) No.

(3) Vehicle owners currently have the option of paying for either a six or twelve months licence.  However, through
the facility to pay by telephone and the internet using credit cards, owners are given the opportunity to pay by
instalments through their credit provider.  As at 1 July 1999, the registration cost of a vehicle weighing 1315
kilograms at family rates for 12 months is $380.45.  Based on information provided by the other State licensing
authorities of the current registration cost of a similar vehicle, Western Australia has the lowest registration cost
of all States.

New South Wales $654.00
Queensland $576.00
South Australia $497.00
Northern Territory $473.00
Victoria $444.70
Tasmania $408.00
Western Australia $380.45

DEPARTMENT OF PRODUCTIVITY AND LABOUR RELATIONS, KARRATHA BRANCH CLOSURE

415. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations is closing the Karratha branch?

(2) If the answer to (1) above is yes, when?

(3) If the answer to (1) above is no, will the Minister confirm that all inspection powers are to be taken away from
regional offices?

(4) Will the Minister confirm that all regional offices are closing?

(5) If the answer to (2) above is yes, when?

(6) If all regional offices are to be closed, how does the Minister propose to deal with labour relations issues that arise?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The Department of Productivity and Labour Relations (DOPLAR) has no intention of closing its Karratha office.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Inspectorate powers will be retained by all DOPLAR’s regional officers,

(4) There is no intention by DOPLAR to close any of its regional offices

(5)-(6) Not applicable.

WEDGE ISLAND, COASTAL HERITAGE VILLAGE

421. Mr BROWN to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Is the Minister aware of a submission by the Wedge Island Protection Association Incorporated concerning the
proposal for a Coastal Heritage Village at Wedge Island?

(2) Is the Minister aware that the Association proposal for Wedge Island would see individual cottages remaining along
with other tourist and recreational uses managed by the Department of Conservation and Land Management?

(3) Does the Minister agree that the implementation of the Association proposal would have a substantial heritage and
recreational benefit?

(4) Is the proposal, as claimed by the Association, consistent with the Department of Conservation and Land
Management recreation and tourism strategy?

(5) What plans does the Government have for Wedge Island?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(2) Yes.
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(3)-(4) In preparing a detailed Masterplan, that will guide future land use at Wedge, the Department of Conservation and
Land Management formed a consultative group consisting of major stakeholders. This included representatives
from the shack community associations. The concept of a coastal heritage village involving the retention of squatter
shacks was given careful consideration, but was rejected on the grounds that it did not meet with State Government
policy nor CALM’s goals for conservation, equity, sustainability and public safety.

(5) The Masterplan does not support the retention of squatter shacks, but instead provides alternative proposals for
conservation recreation and tourism. It is envisaged that areas will be set aside for camping, built accommodation
and other facilities to cater for a wide range of visitors to the area. 

FORESTS AND FORESTRY, REGROWTH KARRI AND MARRI

435. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) In the plan titled Timber Production in Western Australia which was adopted by the Lands and Forests Commission
in December 1987 it was indicated that regrowth karri and marri would provide 170 000 cubic metres for each of
the years 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999 and 2000 for shiploads, with this figure rising to 190 000 cubic metres from 2001
to 2005. Has any revision of these figures been undertaken?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) If yes,  what are the revised expectations for regrowth karri and marri chiplogs for each year from 1997 to 2007

(4) Will the Minister name each forest block from which the revised regrowth karri and marri chiplogs are expected
to be sourced?

(5) If not, why not?

(6) With reference to the above document, what volume of the karri and marri logs in Table 14 destined for use as
sawlogs in 1997 were sourced from -

(a) silvicultural thinnings; and
(b) regrowth karri and marri?

(7) Will the Minister explain if the 'small logs' in Table 14 are sourced from regrowth karri and marri or silvicultural
thinnings?

(8) If not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(3),(6)-(8)
The native timber supply provisions contained in the Forest Management Plan 1994-2003 replace those provisions
of Timber Production in Western Australia – A strategy to take WA’s south west forests into the 21st century.

(4)-(5) Karri and marri regrowth thinning programs for the period to 2007 are under review pending the results of current
independent work on karri silviculture and logging plans. 

FORESTS AND FORESTRY, INCREASED SOFTWOOD SAWLOG VOLUME

436. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 1806 of 1998 and with respect to the 40% increase from the end of 1999 in
softwood sawlog availability (from 313 000 cubic metres to 436 000 cubic metres), according to the WA Hardwood
Sawmill Industry Survey, how and where will this increased sawlog volume be processed?

(2) With respect to the Minister's response to part (5) of question on notice No. 1806 of 1998, what is the nature of
the facilities for which the Government is negotiating to use 200 000 cubic metres of logs per annum?

(3) Where will these new facilities be located?

(4) What proportion of the 200 000 cubic metres of logs intended for the new facilities will be saw logs?

(5) Given that since question on notice No. 1806 of 1998 was asked Whittakers have been placed in the hands of the
receivers, does this mean that the 60 000 cubic metres of pine sawlogs previously processed by Whittakers is now
added to the average pine sawlog surplus of 123 000 cubic metres to make an overall surplus of 183 000 cubic
metres?

(6) If not, why not?

(7) Given that the Minister has indicated in response to part (6) of question on notice No. 1806 of 1998 that additional
direct employment generated by an increase of 123 000 cubic metres of sawlog being processed by existing
establishments would likely range between 60 and 140 jobs, what is the range of the total number of jobs that could
be expected to be created when the relevant multiplier effect is included?

(8) What is the total number of jobs, both direct and indirect, which could be expected to be generated by an increase
of 183 000 cubic metres of pine saw logs?
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Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(3) All sawlogs from plantations managed by the Department of Conservation and Land Management are committed
to existing or proposed facilities. Increases in the input quantity of logs are expected in the Wespine sawmill, and
a Laminated Veneer Lumber (LVL) facility is being considered in the Perth region. The exact timing  and levels
of these proposals are currently the subject of discussion and negotiation.

(4) The revised log requirement for this proposed facility is 160,000m3 per annum. These LVL logs have different but
similar specifications to sawlogs.

(5) No.

(6) There is no surplus. All softwood sawlog resources are committed to existing and proposed industries. Whittakers
did not have access to 60,000 cubic metres per annum from CALM-managed plantations. An associated company
of Whittakers, Western Pine Associates, has a softwood supply contract from CALM until 31 December 2000 for
20,000 cubic metres per annum.

(7) I am not aware of a specific employment multiplier for the softwood processing industry. If the same multiplier as
used in the Regional Forest Agreement calculations were to apply for softwoods, then the employment increase
would be 132 to 308 persons.

(8) There is not an additional 183 000 cubic metres per annum available from State–managed plantations [see (6)].
Any changes in employment due to increases in log volumes will largely depend on the timing of new facilities as
proposed or the expansion of existing facilities.

WOODCHIP MILLs, ALBANY AND BUNBURY

437. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) How many direct jobs are likely to be created by the recently announced bluegum export woodchip mill at Albany?

(2) When is this mill expected to begin production?

(3) How many direct and indirect jobs are expected to be generated by the provision of the Albany woodchip mill using
the relevant multiplier effect?

(4) Is another export woodchip mill planned for the Bunbury region, or any other part of the South West?

(5) If yes how many direct and indirect jobs are expected to be created from the production of this mill?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) See tabled paper No 364 of Ministers Barnett and Criddle’s media statement of the 15 July 1999.

(2) 2001.

(3) See (1).

(4)-(5) There has been some suggestion of another woodchip mill.  However, at present I am unaware of any firm plans
to proceed.

FAIR TRADING, UNCONSCIONABLE CONDUCT PROPOSAL

444. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Fair Trading:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 3278 of 1999, what progress has the Minister made in developing an appropriate
unconscionable conduct proposal for Cabinet consideration?

(2) Does the Minister intend to invite industry or public comment on any proposal before it is considered by Cabinet?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr SHAVE replied:

I assume the member refers to question 3378.

(1)-(2) I am advised that a suitable unconscionable conduct proposal to protect commercial retail tenants is being
considered in conjunction with an Industry Reference Group.  This is consistent with the Government's approach
to fully consult on initiatives to safeguard small business.

(3) Not applicable.

SPORT AND RECREATION, MULTIPURPUSE STADIUM

456. Mr McGOWAN to the Premier:

I refer to the Government's proposed multipurpose stadium and ask, does the Premier stand by his commitment made to
construct this facility in the lead up to the 1996 election; at one of the Perth Glory finals this year; and at the Premier's Perth
Glory function held at his office earlier this year?
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Mr COURT replied:

The Government is committed to the construction of the Stadium as part of the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. In
the expressions of interest for the Centre applicants were invited to include a soccer/rugby stadium as an optional ancillary
facility.  Subsequently it has been determined that the Stadium is to be a mandatory component of the project. The Request
for Proposal includes the following mandatory requirements for the stadium;

It must accommodate rugby and soccer to international standards as defined by the respective world bodies (FIFA
and IRB);
It must operate efficiently and cost effectively for all identified activities;
It must have a minimum seating capacity of 19 000 in stage 1 with an unconditional commitment by the Proponent
to increase this to 30 000 at no additional cost to the State when the business can justify the expansion;
The facility must secure the approval of the Soccer Administration of WA, WA Rugby Union Inc. and the Ministry
for Sport and Recreation;
The stadium must be able to operate in a manner that allows access to community based sport in a cost effective
way.

In addition to the mandatory requirements, preferred attributes of the stadium include;

Flexible seating arrangements to accommodate other activities;
Elements of innovation that position it as a uniquely attractive  facility

SPORT AND RECREATION, MULTIPURPOSE STADIUM

457. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the Government's proposed multipurpose stadium and ask, does the Minister stand by the Premier's commitment
made to construct this facility in the lead up to the 1996 election; at one of the Perth Glory finals this year; and at the
Premier's Perth Glory function held at his office earlier this year?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

I am happy to stand by any commitment made by the Premier in respect to the stadium.

SYDNEY OLYMPICS, ATTENDANCE BY MINISTERS

475. Mr McGOWAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Will the Minister be attending any events or functions at the Sydney Olympics?

(2) If so, when and which events?

(3) What is the estimated cost of the Minister's attendance and any attendance by his family and staff?

(4) Who is meeting these costs?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) No arrangements have been made at this time.

(2)-(4) Not applicable.

SYDNEY OLYMPICS, ATTENDANCE BY MINISTERS

479. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Will the Minister be attending any events or functions at the Sydney Olympics?

(2) If so, when and which events?

(3) What is the estimated cost of the Minister's attendance and any attendance by his family and staff?

(4) Who is meeting these costs?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) No arrangements have been made at this time.

(2)-(4) Not applicable.

SYDNEY OLYMPICS, ATTENDANCE BY MINISTERS

481. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Will the Minister be attending any events or functions at the Sydney Olympics?

(2) If so, when and which events?

(3) What is the estimated cost of the Minister's attendance and any attendance by his family and staff?

(4) Who is meeting these costs?
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Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) As far as the Minister is aware Ministers for Sport and Recreation from the States and Territories of Australia have
not been invited to the Sydney 2000 Olympics.  The Minister has made no arrangements at this time.

(2)-(4) Not applicable.

EASTERN GOLDFIELDS HIGH SCHOOL, EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF STUDENTS

486. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Education:

I refer to the Minister's meeting with School Council and Parents and Citizens representatives of the Eastern Goldfields High
School on 30 April 1999 and ask -

(a) what assurances did you give at that time and what actions have you taken since then;

(b) what actions have your staff taken on this issue;

(c) does the Minister accept that there are very complex educational needs of students at the high school;

(d) what is the anticipated enrolment for the year 2000;

(e) what is the current estimate of the number of children who have remedial literacy or numeracy needs;

(f) how many children currently receive remedial or student services special assistance and how many teachers are
employed in providing that support;

(g) will the Minister meet again with parent's representatives; and

(h) what review will be conducted as reported by the Kalgoorlie Miner on 11 August 1999?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(a) At the time of the meeting with the principal and parent representatives, assurances were given that submissions
from the school council and the P&C Association would be considered promptly.

(b) Arrangements have been made to provide an additional Full Time Equivalent (FTE) for the remainder of 1999 and
throughout 2000.  Eastern Goldfields Senior High School has the flexibility to use the extra FTE to enable the
continuation of the Youth Support and Fast Track Programs through this period.  The Goldfields District Education
Office is also in the process of appointing an officer to support Eastern Goldfields Senior High School and two
Kambalda Schools with the implementation of the Local Area Education Plan.

(c) Eastern Goldfields Senior High School, as with all schools, has complex educational needs.  The staffing formula
recognises socio-economic factors, the distance from Perth and number of enrolments in compulsory and post
compulsory education.  The school is also well supported by other Government agencies, industry and community
groups.

(d) Anticipated enrolment for 2000 is 1 385 students.

(e) Actual number:
Year 8 80
Year 9 87
Year 10 74
Year 11 11

(f) Seven students were involved in the Youth Support Program in Term 3.  During 1999, 14 students returned to
mainstream classes from this program.

(g) A further meeting was held on 20 August 1999.

(h) Under the Local Area Education Planning process, the school’s needs in relation to the Youth Support Program,
will be reviewed.

MINING, "FLOW THROUGH" SHARES SYSTEM

504. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Is the Minister aware of a briefing paper prepared by the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies Inc.
on "The importance of implementing a system of 'flow through' shares as a mineral exploration incentive"?

(2) Does the Minister/Government intend to fully investigate the scheme to see if it would be of value to the Western
Australian mining industry?

(3) If so, when?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) What further investigations will the Minister undertake?

(6) Will the Minister/Government make representations to the Federal Government to implement such a system through
the Australian taxation system?
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(7) If so, when?

(8) If not, why not?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies Inc (AMEC) has written to the Prime Minister seeking
support for the initiative.  A copy of AMEC’s paper was sent to the Ministers for Mines and Resources
Development.

(2) The proposal has been considered by the Australian and New Zealand Minerals and Energy Council (ANZMEC)
as part of its deliberations on taxation reform.

(3)-(5) See (1) & (2) above.

(6)-(8) At the recent meeting of ANZMEC Ministerial Council, which was chaired by the Minister for Resources
Development, AMEC’s proposal was raised with the Federal Minister for Industry, Science and Resources, Senator
Nick Minchin.  Senator Minchin agreed to consider the proposal.

MINING, "FLOW THROUGH" SHARES SYSTEM

505. Mr BROWN to the Premier:

(1) Is the Premier aware of a briefing paper prepared by the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies Inc.
on "The importance of implementing a system of 'flow through' shares as a mineral exploration incentive"?

(2) Does the Premier/Government intend to fully investigate the scheme to see if it would be of value to the Western
Australian mining industry?

(3) If so, when?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) What further investigations will the Premier undertake?

(6) Will the Premier/Government make representations to the Federal Government to implement such a system through
the Australian taxation system?

(7) If so, when?

(8) If not, why not?

Mr COURT replied:

(1) The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies Inc (AMEC) has written to the Prime Minister seeking
support for the initiative.  A copy of AMEC’s paper was sent to the Minister for Resources Development.

(2) The proposal has been considered by the Australian and New Zealand Minerals and Energy Council (ANZMEC)
as part of its deliberations on taxation reform.

(3)-(5) See (1) and (2) above.

(6)-(8) At the recent meeting of ANZMEC Ministerial Council, which was chaired by the Minister for Resources
Development, AMEC’s proposal was raised with the Federal Minister for Industry, Science and Resources, Senator
Nick Minchin.  Senator Minchin agreed to consider the proposal.

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT, RESTRUCTURING

509. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Will the Minister table a list of all staff in any way involved in providing advice on the restructuring of the
Department of Conservation and Land Management?

(2) If not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(2) Haydn Lowe, Chief Executive Officer of the Aboriginal Affairs Department was appointed to oversee the
restructure of the Department of Conservation and Land Management.  My media statement of 27 July 1999
provides details.  While the Executive Director of the Department of Conservation and Land Management and his
staff had provided earlier advice, Mr Lowe’s role was to provide independent advice on both the restructure and
drafting of the legislation.  Mr Simon Hancocks has assisted Mr Lowe and acted as the drafting officer for the
legislation. 

HOSPITALS AND HEALTH SERVICES, BUDGETS IN COUNTRY AREAS

511. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) What is the individual budget allocation for all country health services and country hospitals for 1999-2000?
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(2) How does the individual budget allocation compare with the amount sought by each hospital and health service?

(3) What was the actual expenditure of each hospital and health service in 1998-99?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) The Health Department of Western Australia in its roles of both Purchaser of health services and Owner of
government assets directs funds to Health Services rather than to individual hospitals.  The allocation of funds to
individual hospitals is an operational issue, which is the responsibility of the management of each Health Service
operating in the role of the Provider.  The 1999/2000 purchasing allocations detailed by Health Services on the
attached table include an indicative allocation from a pool of funds that is available to pay for approved
exceptionally costly or long treatments, in line with government health purchasing policy.  

(2) One of the principal roles of the Health Department of Western Australia is that of enhancing health outcomes for
the population of WA.  It does this by ensuring the appropriate acquisition, allocation, maintenance and
development of resources, inclusive of clinical resources, based on a purchasing for health gains model.  In such
a model, providers do not put forward a budget allocation request.  Rather, the HDWA constructs a Health Service
Agreement which indicates what volume of activity is expected to be undertaken by each Health Service, and the
price that will be paid for that volume of activity.  The concept of hospitals forwarding requests for funding levels
each year, and having requests met without expectation of producing outputs and outcomes, that is, of input funding
for historical expenditure, is not applicable to the present WA Health System.

(3) Refer to the following table for detail of Health Service Actual Net Expenditure for 1998/99 

Health Services 1999/00 Total HS Actual Net Expend

Allocation 1998/99

Response to Question (1) Response to Question (3)

Avon           10,195.5 10       10,417.5 

Bunbury           28,072.0       28,888.7 

Central Great Southern             8,045.2         7,984.0 

Central Wheatbelt             5,599.0         5,638.7 

East Pilbara           23,334.8       23,331.0 

Eastern Wheatbelt             8,804.5         9,582.8 

Gascoyne           13,950.1       14,544.6 

Geraldton           20,586.4       20,595.9 

Harvey Yarloop             3,134.7         3,076.9 

Kimberley           44,309.1       43,716.6 

Lower Great Southern           27,020.7       26,934.4 

Midwest             6,044.1         6,816.6 

Murchison             2,954.3         2,643.2 

Northern Goldfields           32,761.4       31,948.2 

Peel             8,365.0       10,205.6 

South East Coastal             8,973.3         9,238.8 

Upper Great Southern           14,732.5       14,501.3 

Vasse Leeuwin           11,550.0       11,745.5 

Warren Blackwood           10,059.5       10,230.1 

Wellington             6,866.1         8,017.5 

West Pilbara           13,233.3       14,276.8 

Western             6,224.6         5,779.2 

Sub Total         314,816.1  *   320,113.9 

Additional Funding to be allocated during the
Financial Year

(Capital, Y2K, Wait List, etc) 20,983.9 -        

Total 335,800.0 320,113.9

Notes:
(a) *The 1998/99 Health Service expenditure includes non recurrent funding allocations similar to listed in note (d) below and therefore

the total expenditure is comparable with the 1999/2000 total allocation.
(b) All figures are net expenditure.
(c) The 1999/2000 allocations include recurrent funding levels with some capital items and estimated payments from the exceptional

episode insurance pool.
(d) Further allocations in 1999/2000 are expected to be made for:

Capital Items
Y2K
Wait List
Innovations in Health Purchasing
Other Sundry Adjustments
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MINISTRY OF SPORT AND RECREATION, RESTRUCTURING

522. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Was one of the reasons for re-structuring the Sport and Recreation portfolio to save duplication and money?

(2) What will be the gross and net saving from abolishing the Western Australian Coaching Foundation and the
Women's Sport Foundation and incorporating them in the Minister of Sport and Recreation?

(3) Will any Ministry staff positions be upgraded in the restructure?

(4) If the answer to (3) above is yes -

(i) which positions will be affected;
(ii) what will be the increase in classification; and
(iii) what will be the cost?

(5) Will increased staffing costs outweigh the savings from the mergers?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Gross savings will be $400 000 with net savings of $200 000.

(3) Yes.

(4) (i) Initially, the five previous Director positions will be reduced to four as indicated below:
Previous Positions:
1. Director of Sport
2. Director of Recreation
3. Director of Regional Services
4. Director of Corporate Services
5. Executive Director, WA Sport & Recreation Council

New Positions:
1. Director of Sport & Recreation Resources
2. Director of Regions & Facilities
3. Director of Policy, Planning & Research
4. Director of Corporate & Business Services

(ii) Previous classifications: 1 x Level 9
3 x Level 8
1 x Level 7

New classifications: 3 x Level 9
1 x Level 8

Further realignment of staff at lower than Director levels to fit into the new structure is being examined
and consequently changes in classification may occur.

(iii) There will be an approximate net savings of $50 000 as a result of the above as previously there was the
equivalent of five directors and this has been condensed into four.

(5) No.

MINISTRY OF SPORT AND RECREATION, BUDGET CUTS

523. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Along with other Government Departments was the Ministry of Sport and Recreation subject to budget cuts in
1999/2000 prior to the budget being brought down in Parliament?

(2) If the answer to (1) above is yes, will the Minister provide details of the amounts, programs and other areas of
savings (including staffing) that have been deleted this year and for the next 2 years?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) CSRFF.  In 1992, the Labor Government allocated $5 million to the CSRFF program in each of the 1992/93,
1993/94 and 1994/95 Financial Years.  The Coalition Government increased that annual allocation by 60%
commencing in the 1995/96 Financial Year.  The annual allocation to the CSRFF program has been $8 million
since 1995/96. However, special allocations of $2 million in the 1995 and a further sum of $10 million in 1998 to
the CSRFF program in addition to the annual grant of $8 million were made to ensure that the backlog of projects
were cleared.  The ongoing budget allocation has now reduced by $250 000 to $7 750 000.  Each year, for a variety
of reasons, the full allocation of $8 million is not taken up because applicants either decide not to progress with
the project or eliminate one or more aspects of the construction or simply come under budget.  Hence, it is
anticipated there will be no impact of this 3.13% budget reduction and the program will be managed appropriately
to accommodate this over the next two Financial Years.
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CAPITAL.  New capital works provisions increased dramatically as a result of allocations for the International
Motor Sport Facility ($12 700 000) and planning for a new Sports Stadium ($500 000) in the current Financial
Year.  Provisions for the International Motor Sport facility is $3.3m in 2000/01.  Provisions for the Sports Stadium
is maintained at $500 000 in 2000/01 and is increased to $2 000 000 in 2001/02.

RECURRENT (TO FUND OUTPUTS).  There are a number of adjustments, the net effect of items of significance
being:

An additional ongoing $1.5m as a contribution towards Subiaco Oval redevelopment.

A reduction of $250 000 in respect of the Sport Club Development Scheme which was introduced in
1997/98 and concluded in June 1999.

A reduction from $250 000 to $150 000 in respect of Sport International WA. 

The Ministry is also currently undertaking a review which may result in some internal resourcing adjustments.  In
addition, there are a number of further adjustments.

Contribution to Surf Life Saving reduces by $200 000 in 2000/01 as further contracts have not yet been
considered.

Reductions of $150 000 in 2000/01 and $450 000 in 2001/02 which reflect anticipated savings from
portfolio rationalisation opportunities (eg. the possible establishment of a corporate services bureau for
the major sport agencies).

COMMISSIONER OF THE OFFICE OF WATER REGULATION

536. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Is the Office of Water Regulation currently negotiating a renewal of the Operating Licence for the Water
Corporation?

(2) When is the licence agreement likely to be finalised?

(3) What is the role of the Commissioner of the Office of Water Regulation in this process?

(4) (a) When does the current contract of employment expire for the Commissioner of the Office of Water
Regulation; and

(b) what was the commencement date of the contract and when was it signed?

(5) What were the commencement and expiry dates of any previous employment contracts under which the
Commissioner was engaged and on what dates were they signed?

(6) I refer to the Minister's answer to question on notice No. 866 of 1998 regarding the results of naeglaria testing in
1997-98 and ask -

(a) are these results publicly available; and

(b) if yes, in which report/s have they been published?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) The operating licence for the Water Corporation was first issued in 1996.  In the light of experience since then it
was decided to undertake some significant amendments.  These addressed concerns raised with the Office of Water
Regulation by several service providers as well as improvements sought by the Office itself.  The revised licence
for the Water Corporation was issued in July 1999.  A similarly revised licence was issued for Busselton Water
Board in August 1999.  Revised licences for other service providers are being finalised.

(2) The licence was finalised in July 1999.

(3) Licences are issued under the authority of the Coordinator of Water Services, as provided for in Part 2 and Part 3
of the Water Services Coordination Act 1995.

(4) (a) The contract of employment expired on 8 April 1998.  Dr Martin has been undertaking the role of
Coordinator in an acting capacity since 9 April 1998.

(b) The contract of employment commenced on 9 April 1996.  It was signed by Dr Martin on 21 March 1996
and by the Minister for Public Sector Management on 9 April 1996.

(5) No previous employment contracts between Dr Martin and the Minister for Public Sector Management exist.  Dr
Martin acted in the position of Coodinator from 2 October 1996.

(6) (a) Yes.

(b) The 1997/98 Annual Report of the Water Corporation.
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SCHOOLS, STUDENT ABSENCES

555. Mr CARPENTER to the Minister for Education:

On how many occasions were children absent from Government schools without explanation in each of the Education
Districts in -

(a) 1998; and
(b) 1999 to date?

Mr BARNETT replied:

Complete data on the number of absences from schools without explanation, by district, are not available.  The Department
introduced a systemic collection of first semester absence data in 1998.  Data from secondary schools was not included in
this census.  Districts also collect information and are advised by schools of individual students whose attendance is
considered to be of concern.

(a) Information from government primary, education support and remote community schools in 1998 provided the
following district summary:

1998 Semester 1 Attendance Rates
Primary, Education Support and Remote Community Schools

District Attendance Rate
Albany 94.3%
Bunbury 94.7%
Cannington 94.2%
Esperance 94.9%
Fremantle 95.3%
Goldfields 91.0%
Joondalup 94.8%
Kimberley 88.2%
Mid West 92.7%
Midlands 94.3%
Narrogin 93.4%
Peel 94.4%
Perth 95.5%
Pilbara 89.5%
Swan 94.4%
Warren-Blackwood 95.7%
Total 94.3%

(b) Information from government schools (including secondary schools) provided the following 1999 district summary:

1999 Semester 1 Attendance Rates
Government Schools

District Attendance Rate
Albany 93.7%
Bunbury 94.8%
Cannington 93.5%
Esperance 92.5%
Fremantle 94.6%
Goldfields 89.2%
Joondalup 93.8%
Kimberley 85.7%
Mid West 91.7%
Midlands 93.9%
Narrogin 94.1%
Peel 93.8%
Perth 94.7%
Pilbara 89.5%
Swan 93.8%
Warren-Blackwood 94.1%
Total 93.5%
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TOURISM SIGNAGE BOOSTER PROGRAM, FUNDING

598. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Has the Minister/Government announced the allocation of funds for a tourism signage booster program?

(2) How much has been allocated?

(3) What will the program entail?

(4) Will the program involve giving a prominence to tourist attractions in different localities?

(5) Under what budget item in the State Budget have the funds been provided for the program?

(6) Did the Minister issue a media release about the program?

(7) What was the date of that release?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) The WATC has produced a Signage Booster Program which was announced on Friday 22 October 1999.

(2) The Signage Booster Program boosts the Tourism Development Fund (TDF) by $100 000 for 1999/2000 and
following this year, will be assessed for future years.

(3)-(4) The program’s key objective is to establish a readily identifiable gateway signage system (welcome and departure)
throughout the State that reflects Brand WA.  Funding will be provided through a grant scheme under this program
for:

Regional gateway signage
Tourism Locality gateway signage

A region is defined as a tourism marketing region that is administered by a recognised Regional Tourism
Association (RTA).  For the purposes of this policy, a tourism locality is a tourist node or precinct, which contains
a range of facilities and/or attractions that people travel to or visit for pleasure or recreation.  Tourism localities
generally:

Are not limited to Shires or regions
May contain towns
Are generally accepted as a marketing name
Cannot be a season natural event (eg wildflowers)
Cannot be a single product (eg Greenough Hamlet or Tree Top Walk)

Some typical examples of possible “Tourism Localities” occurring around WA are Kalbarri; Swan Valley,
Exmouth, Valley of the Giants.

(5) Funding item in Program 2 of the 1999/2000 WATC budget.

(6)-(7) The Minister issued a media release on Friday 22 October 1999.

CONVENTION AND EXHIBITION CENTRE, EVALUATION

618. Mr McGOWAN to the Premier:

I refer to page 4 of the Feasibility Study for the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre where it indicates that the
Government's Convention Centre proposal needs to be evaluated in the context of new convention centres in Melbourne,
Cairns, Brisbane and Singapore and ask -

(a) has the Government conducted such a re-evaluation;
(b) if the answer to (a) above is no why not; and
(c) if the answer to (a) above is yes, what were the results of this re-evaluation?

Mr COURT replied:

(a) The Government is in the process of conducting such a re-evaluation.

(b) Not applicable.

(c) The report is not yet completed. 

CONVENTION AND EXHIBITION CENTRE, TENDER COSTS

620. Mr McGOWAN to the Premier:

I refer to the Government's Convention Centre proposal and ask -

(a) is it the Government's intention to pay the unsuccessful tenders for the Convention Centre proposal the cost of or
a proportion of the cost of the Convention Centre tender;

(b) if the answer to (a) above is no, why not; and

(c) if the answer to (a) above is yes, what will be the amount spent on each tenderer?
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Mr COURT replied:

(a)-(b) The Taskforce has considered this issue at some length.  It was agreed that on projects of this size, the speculative
costs of securing the work should be considered a cost of doing business.

(c) Not applicable.

AQUATIC CENTRE, ROCKINGHAM

621. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the proposal for a new Aquatic Centre in Rockingham and ask -

(a) will the Government be contributing to this Aquatic Centre;

(b) will the Government be contributing more than the Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund Grant;

(c) if the answer to (b) above is yes, what amount and through which funds; and

(d) what options are available to pursue in relation to funding for this project?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) The Government has committed $1.5m to the Warnbro Aquatic Centre through the Community Sporting and
Recreation Facilities Fund.

(b) No other Government funds have been contributed at this stage.

(c) Not applicable.

(d) Lotteries Commission, Arts WA, and Office of Youth Affairs if the City decides to include a skateboard facility
within the complex.

ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

622. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

I refer to the Government's "Elle" tourism advertising campaign and ask -

(a) how many television advertisements were run on United States television as part of this campaign;

(b) on which channels were they run and at what times and on what dates;

(c) in which cities and States did these TV advertisements run; and

(d) what was the total cost of the US part of this campaign?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(a)-(d) As the United States of America is not a core tourism market for WA, the Elle campaign was not run in that market.

ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, JAPAN

623. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

I refer to the Government's "Elle" tourism advertising campaign and ask -

(a) how many television advertisements were run on Japanese television as part of this campaign;

(b) on which channels were they run and at what times and on what dates;

(c) in which cities and Prefectures did these TV advertisements run; and

(d) what was the total cost of the Japanese part of this campaign?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(a)-(d) The Elle campaign did not run in Japan.  Instead, as a result of negotiations, the WATC leveraged an Australian
Tourist Commission television campaign that promoted Perth and Western Australia as a desirable holiday
destination.  The campaign ran in Tokyo and Osaka in April and September, 1999.  As a result, the WATC was
able to leverage its $800,000 commitment into a $5.16M campaign.

ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, CHINA

625. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

I refer to the Government's "Elle" tourism advertising campaign and ask -

(a) how many television advertisements were run on China television as part of this campaign;

(b) on which channels were they run and at what times and on what dates;

(c) in which cities and Provinces did these TV advertisements run; and



[Tuesday, 16 November 1999] 3159

(d) what was the total cost of the China part of this campaign?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(a)-(d) The Elle television campaign was not run in China.  China is not ready for a major consumer awareness campaign
on Western Australia and is not a core market for Western Australia. 

ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, THAILAND

626. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

I refer to the Government's Elle Tourism advertising campaign and ask -

(a) how many television advertisements were run on Thai States television as part of this campaign;

(b) on which channels were they run and at what times and on what dates;

(c) in which cities and Provinces did these TV advertisements run; and

(d) what was the total cost of the Thailand part of this campaign?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(a)-(d) Thailand is not a core market for Western Australia and no Elle advertising campaign was undertaken.

ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, MALAYSIA

627. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

I refer to the Government's "Elle" tourism advertising campaign and ask -

(a) how many television advertisements were run on Malaysian television as part of this campaign;

(b) on which channels were they run and at what times and on what dates;

(c) in which cities and States did these TV advertisements run; and

(d) what was the total cost of the Malaysian part of this campaign?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(a)-(d) The Western Australian Tourism Commission’s advertising campaign in Malaysia is restricted to print or radio.

ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, GERMANY

629. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

I refer to the Government's "Elle" tourism advertising campaign and ask -

(a) how many television advertisements were run on German television as part of this campaign;

(b) on which channels were they run and at what times and on what dates;

(c) in which cities and States did these TV advertisements run; and

(d) what was the total cost of the German part of this campaign?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(a)-(d) Whilst the German market is identified as a core market for WA, budget restrictions precluded the WATC being
able to conduct the Elle television advertising campaign in Germany.

ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, CANADA

630. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

I refer to the Government's "Elle" tourism advertising campaign and ask -

(a) how many television advertisements were run on Canadian television as part of this campaign;

(b) on which channels were they run and at what times and on what dates;

(c) in which cities and Provinces did these TV advertisements run; and

(d) what was the total cost of the Canadian part of this campaign?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(a)-(d) Canada is not a core market for Western Australia and as such the Elle television advertising campaign was not
conducted there.

ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, FRANCE

631. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

I refer to the Government's "Elle" tourism advertising campaign and ask -
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(a) how many television advertisements were run on French television as part of this campaign;

(b) on which channels were they run and at what times and on what dates;

(c) in which cities and Regions did these TV advertisements run; and

(d) what was the total cost of the French part of this campaign?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(a)-(d) France is not a core market for Western Australia and as such the Elle television advertising campaign was not
conducted there.

EYRE HIGHWAY, FRASER RANGE AND CAIGUNA WEST SECTIONS

634. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

With reference to the reconstruction of Eyre Highway east of Norseman and both the completed Fraser Range and Caiguna
West 30 kilometre sections, will the Minister advise -

(a) the name of the contractor who carried out the work;

(b) whether any aspects of the road had to be repaired or redone; and

(c) if repair or resurfacing work had to be undertaken -

(i) who did the repair work;
(ii) on which sections was the repair or resurfacing work required;
(iii) what was the cost of this additional work;
(iv) who met the costs of the repair work; and
(v) what was the reason for repair work or work being redone,

(d) has a contract been awarded for the next 15 kilometre section of Caiguna West;

(e) if the answer to (d) above is yes -

(i) to whom was the contract awarded;
(ii) on what date was it awarded;
(iii) what is the value of the contract; and
(iv) what is the anticipated completion date?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

Fraser Range Section
(a) (i) 1997/98 20 kilometres by BGC Contracting Pty Ltd.

(ii) 1998/99 30 kilometres by MacMahon Contractors (WA) Pty Ltd.

(b) (i) Yes remedial work was undertaken on the 1997/98 20 kilometre section.
(ii) No remedial work was undertaken on the 30 kilometre section completed in 1998/99.

For the 1997/98 20 kilometre section:
(c) (i) Pavement Technology and Boral Asphalting.

(ii) Fraser Range Section.
(iii) $663 419.
(iv) Main Roads.
(v) The pavement on this contract consisted of local naturally occurring materials, combined with

manufactured crushed rockbase, both provided to the contractor by Main Roads.  The natural material is
variable in nature and resulted in some weak sections of pavement which deformed and required remedial
work.  (The natural pavement material was modified with cement in the 1998/1999 work overcoming the
variability).  Resurfacing required to seal pavement repairs and address fatty seal which was caused by
Main Roads’ bitumen design being too heavy for the type of pavement material.

Caiguna West Section – 30 kilometre widening
(a) (i) 1997/98 23 kilometres by Main Roads day labour workforce.

(ii) 1998/99 7 kilometres by Pavement Technology.

(b) Yes.

(c) (i) Pioneer Road Services.
(ii) Caiguna west section.
(iii) $66 242.
(iv) Main Roads.
(v) Surfacing reinforcement required to alleviate pot-holing of the seal joint between the old road and the first

coat primerseal applied to the widening.  Problem due to combination of salt water, cement and limestone
which often affects a bitumen primerseal prior to placement of final seal coat.   Remedial work was
required to ensure the primerseal remained sound until the final seal is applied in late 1999.

(d) Yes.

(e) (i) Works Infrastructure Pty Limited.
(ii) 1 September 1999.
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(iii) $1 314 396, including Eyre Highway widening and pavement repairs on various roads in the Goldfields
Esperance Region.

(iv) January 2000.

SOUTH WEST HEALTH CAMPUS, COST OF CONSTRUCTION

637. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

In relation to the construction of the new South West Health Campus -

(a) what was the contracted price of  the construction;

(b) what was the final total cost of the construction;

(c) if there was a cost overrun, what  was the cause and the cost of the overrun;

(d) what was the total government contribution towards these costs;

(e) what was St John of God's contribution;

(f) have all accounts relating to the construction been settled; and

(g) if the answer to (f) above is no, which accounts are still outstanding?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) $49,439,473.00.

(b) $54,529,316.99.

(c) Approved variations for scope changes.

(d) $3,306,558.67.

(e) $1,783,285.32.

(f) No.

(g) Agreement on the full and final settlement of the construction contract has been reached. $200,000 has been
retained for incompleted works.

NORTH WEST CAPE, PROJECT DIRECTOR

647. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Has the Government/Western Australian Tourism Commission recently established the position of Project
Director - North West Cape?

(2) Did the Minister/Western Australian Tourism Commission have any discussions with -

(a) Gascoyne Development Commission; and/or
(b) Exmouth Chamber of Commerce; and/or
(c) Exmouth Tourist Centre; and/or
(d) other industry groups,

about the establishment of that position?

(3) Was the establishment of the position recommended by the Western Australian Tourism Commission?

(4) What was the basis of the recommendation to establish the positions?

(5) What is the nature of the work that will be carried out by the person who holds the position?

(6) What deficiencies were identified by the Minister/Western Australian Tourism Commission in the Exmouth
structure that warranted the appointment of this position?

(7) What is the precise role expected of the Project Director?

(8) Has Mr Kieran Kinsella been appointed to the position?

(9) Is the Minister aware that prominent members of the business community have the highest respect for Mr Kinsella's
capacity and integrity?

(10) Is the Minister also aware that prominent members of the business community are concerned about Mr Kinsella's
abilities being wasted in this position?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The WATC had communication with the Gascoyne Development Commission and the Shire of Exmouth,
representing community groups, and my office in regard to establishing a Taskforce for the North West Cape
Tourism Project.  This Taskforce includes the Project Director – North West Cape.
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(3) The WATC established the Taskforce and that included the appointment of the Project Director as part of the
Taskforce.

(4) A dedicated position was needed and agreed by the Taskforce in order to progress the North West Cape Project.

(5) The Project Director – North West Cape has been appointed to progress and ensure appropriate accommodation
is developed on the North West Cape.  He will work through a Taskforce structure to achieve that goal.  In addition
to his work for the Taskforce, the Project Director is the WATC representative on a number of other Government
working parties for North West Cape related infrastructure such as the Coral Bay Infrastructure Implementation
Group and the Exmouth Marina Village project.

(6) There was no question of deficiencies but a need for a dedicated resource to progress the project on behalf of the
Taskforce.

(7) Please see response to (5) above.

(8) Yes.

(9) I am aware that Mr Kinsella has a good reputation as to his capacity and integrity.

(10) I am not aware of this.  Mr Kinsella is on a two year secondment from the Public Service structure to undertake this
important role.

EXMOUTH, REPAIRS TO CYCLONE-DAMAGED PROPERTY

648. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Fair Trading:

(1) Is the Minister aware of any complaints from Exmouth residents/businesses relating to the quality of repairs carried
out by insurers to property damaged in the recent cyclone?

(2) Does the Minister intend to investigate this matter?

(3) If not why not?

(4) If so, when?

Mr SHAVE replied:

(1) No. I am advised that neither the Ministry of Fair Trading nor the Building Disputes Committee have received any
complaints from Exmouth residents or businesses relating to the quality of repairs carried out by insurers to
property damaged in the recent cyclone.

(2) If the member has any particular complaints, it would be appropriate for the details to be forwarded to the Ministry
of Fair Trading who will consider the matters.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD

653. Ms McHALE to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal Affairs:

(1) How many contracts were awarded to Coney Stevens Project Management by agencies and departments under the
Premier's control in -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99?

(2) For each contract, will the Premier state -

(a) the project that the contract was awarded for;
(b) the date that the contract was awarded;
(c) the expiry date of the contract;
(d) the value of the contract;
(e) did the contract go to tender; and
(f) how many companies or individuals submitted tenders?

Mr COURT replied:

I am advised that :

Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet
(1) A search of Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet records reveals no payments to Coney Stevens Project

Management during the periods :
(a) 1996-97
(b) 1997-98
(c) 1998-99

(2) Not applicable.
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Government Projects Office
(1) In April 1998 the Department of Contract and Management Services awarded a contract to Coney Stevens Project

Management on behalf of the Government Property Office for Urban Planning Services for the masterplanning of
the Midland Railway Workshops.

(2) I understand that the Minister for Works has provided the details.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD

656. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Resources Development; Energy; Education:

(1) How many contracts were awarded to Coney Stevens Project Management by agencies and departments under the
Minister's control in -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99?

(2) For each contract, will the Minister state -

(a) the project that the contract was awarded for;
(b) the date that the contract was awarded;
(c) the expiry date of the contract;
(d) the value of the contract;
(e) did the contract go to tender; and
(f) how many companies or individuals submitted tenders?

Mr BARNETT replied:

Department of Resources Development
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(2) (a)-(f) Not applicable.

Office of Energy
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(2) (a)-(f) Not applicable.

Western Power
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(2) (a)-(f) Not applicable.

AlintaGas
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(2) (a)-(f) Not applicable.

Education Department of Western Australia
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(2) (a)-(f) Not applicable.

Department of Education Services
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(2) (a)-(f) Not applicable.

Curriculum Council
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(2) (a)-(f) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD

661. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Lands; Fair Trading; Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:

(1) How many contracts were awarded to Coney Stevens Project Management by agencies and departments under the
Minister's control in -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99?

(2) For each contract, will the Minister state -

(a) the project that the contract was awarded for;
(b) the date that the contract was awarded;
(c) the expiry date of the contract;
(d) the value of the contract;
(e) did the contract go to tender; and
(f) how many companies or individuals submitted tenders?
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Mr SHAVE replied:

I am advised that:

Western Australian Electoral Commission
(1) (a)-(c) None.

(2) (a)-(f) Not applicable.

Department of Land Administration
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(2) (a)-(f) Not applicable.

LandCorp
(1) (a) 1

(b) Nil.
(c) 3

(2) (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
Project Date Expiry Value of Tender No of

Awarded Date Contract Called Tenders
    $

Mosman Park - Minim Cove 12.6.97  19.6.97     2 400 No Not applicable
Nth Fremantle Cypress Hill   6.7.98 31.12.99   99 000 No Not applicable
Jervoise Bay Expansion 25.9.98 ongoing   45 000 Yes 2
Bunbury Marlston Hill  4.12.98 31.12.01 250 150 Yes 4

Ministry of Fair Trading
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(2) (a)-(f) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD

668. Ms McHALE to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) How many contracts were awarded to Coney Stevens Project Management by agencies and departments under the
Minister's control in -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99?

(2) For each contract, will the Minister state -

(a) the project that the contract was awarded for;
(b) the date that the contract was awarded;
(c) the expiry date of the contract;
(d) the value of the contract;
(e) did the contract go to tender; and
(f) how many companies or individuals submitted tenders?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) None.

(2) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD

672. Ms McHALE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) How many contracts were awarded to Coney Stevens Project Management by agencies and departments under the
Minister's control in -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99?

(2) For each contract, will the Minister state -

(a) the project that the contract was awarded for;
(b) the date that the contract was awarded;
(c) the expiry date of the contract;
(d) the value of the contract;
(e) did the contract go to tender; and
(f) how many companies or individuals submitted tenders?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

Western Australian Tourism Commission
(1) (a)-(c) Nil.

(2) Not applicable.
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Rottnest Island Authority
(1) (a)-(b) Nil.

(c) One.

(2) (a) Project Management Services Panel.
(b) 31 August 1999.
(c) 30 August 2000.
(d) Not known – dependent on use.
(e) Yes.
(f) Eleven.

WESTRAIL, CENTRALISATION OF TRAIN CONTROL FUNCTION

679. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the centralisation of Westrail's train control function and ask -

(a) will the Minister confirm that private railway companies will be responsible for performing their own train detail
computer information; and

(b) if so, what procedures will be put in place to ensure that Westrail will have adequate access to that information?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a)-(b) Westrail requires that all third parties operating train services over the Westrail network must enter specified details
of those trains into Westrail’s computer system.  Westrail has full access to that information and there will be no
change to this requirement under centralisation.

WESTRAIL PASSENGERS, FARE EVASION

681. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

I refer the Minister to the articles about Westrail which appeared on page 11 of the Canning Community Newspaper on 24
August 1999 and page 5 of the News Chronicle on 17 August 1999 and ask -

(a) how many Westrail passengers are fined for fare evasion every week; and

(b) how many Westrail passengers are checked for fare evasion every week?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a) For the financial year 1998/1999, an average of 684 passengers were infringed each week for not being in
possession of a valid ticket for their journey.

(b) For the financial year 1998/1999, an average of 26 978 passengers had their tickets checked each week.

WESTRAIL PASSENGERS, FARE EVASION

682. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

What measures have been put in place by the Minister or Westrail to reduce the number of Westrail passengers who are not
buying tickets?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

Westrail has a Fare Evasion Squad dedicated to checking tickets on trains and at stations during the day and at night.  Ticket
inspections are also carried out by Service and Security Officers (Special Constables) who ride all trains after 7.00 pm each
evening.  In addition, Customer Service Assistants undertake ticket inspecting duties as part of their customer service duties. 
For the 1998/1999 financial year a weekly average of 26 978 passengers had their tickets checked, representing 4.96 per
cent of all passengers.  Westrail’s target is to check five per cent of all passengers’ tickets.

ROADS, WYNDHAM SPUR UPGRADE CONTRACT

695. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that the contract for the Wyndham Spur upgrade was awarded to BGC Contracting?

(2) If yes -

(a) how many companies tendered for the contract;
(b) what is the estimated completion date; 
(c) what is the estimated cost of the project; and
(d) was the tender price submitted by BGC Contracting the lowest tender price?
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Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) Seven.
(b) December 1999.
(c) $6 700 000.
(d) Yes.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING

710. Mr RIPPER to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal Affairs:

(1) Has the company 'Western Pacific Consulting' provided any form of service for departments under the Premier's
control?

(2) If yes -

(a) what was the nature of the service;
(b) when was the service provided; and
(c) what was the cost of the service?

Mr COURT replied:

I am advised that:

Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet
(1) Yes.

(2) (a)-(c)
8 & 15 July 1994 Facilitation Services $1,050

16 August 1994 Facilitation Services $650

August/September 1994 Consultancy services for development of $25,712
Curriculum for senior public service managers
in respect of introduction of competitive tendering 
and contracting by WA Government Agencies

November/December 1994 Completion of Course material $7,235
Preparation, Conduct, Evaluation
And modification of Pilot Course, MTT

January 1996 Training Course - Contracting $150
1 x attendee

March & April 1996 Contract No 01941995 $16,115
Training Services – CTC (State Supply
Inc.  Development Commission paid

$8,215 of this - ie.
$7,900 paid by MPC)

April 1996 CTC Workshop 1 x attendee $300

May 1996 Training Course - Contracting 2 x attendees $300

April/May 1996 Editorial Services – Casebook of $5,207.50
Contracting for Services

July/August 1996 Training Course – Procurement 1 x attendee $240

August 1996 CTC Workshop 2 x attendees $420

September 1996 Training Course – Contracting 1 x attendee $150

February 1997 Training Course – Procurement 1 x attendee $240

1996/97 Editorial Services – Casebook of $7,355
Contracting for Services

January 1999 Consultancy Services – Tender Development $850

April – June 1999 Training Courses – Procurement $625 
and Contract Management 1 x attendee

January/February 1999 Training Course – Contracts & Law 1 x attendee $425

Anti-Corruption Commission 
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) Providing training courses regarding the purchasing environment in the public sector and contract
negotiation.
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(b) Training courses relating to purchasing were delivered in two sessions in February and July 1998. Contract
Negotiation courses were delivered September, 1999.

(c) Purchasing Courses cost $1,065.00
Contract Negotiation Course cost $   722.50

Office of the Public Sector Standards Commissioner
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) Staff training x 4 persons – contracting for consulting services
(b) 5/12/95 8/12/95 29/4/96
(c) $150 $150 $300

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING

713. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Resources Development; Energy; Education:

(1) Has the company 'Western Pacific Consulting' provided any form of service for departments under the Minister's
control?

(2) If yes -

(a) what was the nature of the service;
(b) when was the service provided; and 
(c) what was the cost of the service?

Mr BARNETT replied:

Department of Resources Development
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) Staff Training Courses
(b) Between March 1996 and March 1999.
(c) Eight courses for nine staff costing a total of $3226.00.

Office of Energy
(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

AlintaGas
(1)-(2) AlintaGas has no record of Western Pacific Consulting providing any service to the Corporation.

Western Power Corporation
(1) Western Pacific Consulting has provided services to Western Power Corporation.

(2) (a) The nature of the service was:
(i) to provide high voltage switching training; and 
(ii) facilitate strategic alliance for coded welding.

(b) Between December 1994 and May 1998.
(c) The total cost of the service was $227,453.57.

Education Department of Western Australia
(1) Yes.

(2)
(a) (b) (c)

Participation in WPP602 – Tender Preparation and
Contract Formation

14 March 1995 $1 320.00

Simple Procurement Course 25 August 1995 $2 600.00

Attendees at Cross Agency Workshop 22 September 1995 $1 150.00

Tender and Contract Seminar Consulting Fee 23 August 1996 $3 550.00

Course Attendance 3 September 1996 $3 100.00

Contract Management Skills Development Course 5 March 1997 $9 947.50

Perth District Office Training Courses 3 June 1997 $12 579.60

CTC Training Course (3 Modules) 5 June 1997 $898.00

Training Needs Analysis 4 March 1998 $6 700.00

District Operations Course for Country Staff 2 June 1998 $7 100.00

CAMS Training Course 28 June 1998 $1 200.00

Contract Management Seminar and Manuals 8 September 1998 $3 530.00

Contract Management Training Course 30 November 1998 $3 600.00
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Department of Education Services
(1) No.

(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

Curriculum Council
(1) No.

(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING

717. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Family and Children's Services; Seniors; Women's Interests:

(1) Has the company 'Western Pacific Consulting' provided any form of service for departments under the Minister's
control?

(2) If yes -

(a) what was the nature of the service;
(b) when was the service provided; and 
(c) what was the cost of the service?

Mrs PARKER replied:

Family and Children’s Services
(1) As a panel contractor for whole of government procurement, education and training services.

(2) (a) Provision of procurement, education and training services.

(b)-(c) Family and Children’s Services

1996-1997   $2,036.00
1997-1998 $12,022.50
1998-1999 $38,445.80
1999-2000 $11,996.25

Office of Seniors Interests
1997-1998 $1,494.00

Women’s Policy Development Office
1996-1997 $8,805.00
1997-1998 $6,681.25

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING

721. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the company 'Western Pacific Consulting' provided any form of service for departments under the Minister's
control?

(2) If yes -

(a) what was the nature of the service;
(b) when was the service provided; and 
(c) what was the cost of the service?

Mr DAY replied:

Healthway
(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

Office of Health Review
(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

Health Department of Western Australia
(1) Yes.

(2) Readily accessible financial records indicate that since 1992-93 there have been 52 transactions with Western
Pacific Consulting, totalling $52,421, for consultancy and staff training services, and the provision of training
materials.  Most of the staff training has been in the areas of purchasing, tendering and contracting out.  The cost
of the individual transactions ranges from $25 to $7,800.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING

725. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Has the company 'Western Pacific Consulting' provided any form of service for departments under the Minister's
control?
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(2) If yes -

(a) what was the nature of the service;
(b) when was the service provided; and 
(c) what was the cost of the service?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) Yes

(2) (a) Provision of various training courses in procurement and contracting functions.
(b) As required during the period of 1 January 1993 - 16 September 1999.
(c) $25 083.75

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING

731. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Has the company 'Western Pacific Consulting' provided any form of service for departments under the Minister's
control?

(2) If yes -

(a) what was the nature of the service;
(b) when was the service provided; and 
(c) what was the cost of the service?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) For the financial years 1997/98, 1998/99 and 1999 to date there has been no use of the services of the company
'Western Pacific Consulting'.

(2) (a)-(c) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, GRANTS, LOANS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

747. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

Will the Minister provide the following details of all grants, loans and any other form of financial assistance, offered within
the Minister's portfolio -

(a) the name of the financial assistance;

(b) the purpose of the assistance;

(c) the eligibility criteria for assistance;

(d) the actual expenditure in -

(i) 1997-98;
(ii) 1998-99; and

(e) the budgeted allocation in 1999-2000?

Mr BARNETT replied:

1. CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP

(a) Safety conferences sponsorship.
(b) To promote appropriate safety conferences and assist in publication of proceedings.
(c) Conference support for non-profit Industry-Government organisations.
(d) (i) 1997-98 $25 000

(ii) 1998-2000 Nil
(e) 1999-2000 $28 000

2. RESEARCH ASSISTANCE

(a) Support for research aimed at solving mining safety and environmental problems.
(b) To enable research to be carried out by collective research groups, jointly funded by Government

Departments, Tertiary institutions etc.
(c) Projects have been identified as priority items for problem solving.
(d) (i) 1997-98 $5 000

(ii) 1998-99 $5 500
(e) 1999-2000 $1 500

3. ROYALTY ASSISTANCE

(a) Royalty relief.
(b) To assist mineral and petroleum projects that meet eligibility criteria.
(c) Mineral Royalties – Royalty relief criteria.  [See paper No 366.]

Petroleum Royalties – Petroleum legislation.  [See paper No 366.]
(d) (i) 1997-98 $17 000

(ii) 1998-99 $42 391
(e) 1999-2000 $32 000
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4. SCHOLARSHIPS

(a) Two scholarships tenable at the Western Australian School of Mines, Kalgoorlie.
(b) To attract high calibre students to study mining engineering.
(c) Academic excellence.
(d) (i) 1997-98 $45 000

(ii) 1998-99 $48 000
(e) 1999-2000 $48 000

5. MINERALS AND RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA (MERIWA)

(a) MERIWA
(b) To encourage the development of minerals and energy industries within WA by fostering all aspects of

minerals and energy research and providing some post-graduate research scholarships.
(c) Applications for research must demonstrate that the research is being undertaken principally in WA for

WA companies and will benefit the WA minerals and energy industries.  The work must be shown to be
supported by industry, the evidence for this being at least 65% financial support of the project industry. 
In addition each proposal must pass an assessment by a specially appointed Sub-committee of the minerals
Research Advisory Committee (MRCA) followed by assessment by both MRCA and the MERIWA Board.

(d) (i) 1997-98 $820 000
(ii) 1998-99 $828 000

(e) 1999-2000 $872 000

ALINTAGAS, SPONSORSHIPS TO COMMUNITY GROUPS

762. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Energy:

I refer to the practice of Alinta Gas of providing sponsorships to community groups throughout the State and ask -

(a) how many such organisations have received sponsorships in the 1998-99 financial year;

(b) which organisations; and

(c) what is the amount of sponsorship in each case?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(a) 21.

(b) Perth Zoo, Arthritis Foundation of WA, RSPCA, Salvation Army Dementia House, Centre for Excellence in
Teaching, Energy Efficiency Awards, Schools Airwatch, Kalgoorlie-Boulder Urban Landscape Groups, Bushland
Care Days, Vacswim, Eternal Flame Project, United Way, Walk for the Cure, AFS Scholarship Programme, Variety
Club, Deckchair Theatre, Perth City Mission, Tidy Day in May (Keep Australia Beautiful), Winter Woollies
Campaign, Red Cross Blood Bank, Rotary.

(c) AlintaGas does not disclose its expenditure on a number of activities including sponsorship.  The business is
participating in a competitive environment and considers such matters to be commercially sensitive both to
AlintaGas and the sponsored organisation.  In addition, some of our support is through employee commitment and
provision of goods and services.  AlintaGas is pursuing a rigorous marketing strategy of which sponsorship is only
one element.

WESTERN POWER, SPONSORSHIPS TO COMMUNITY GROUPS

763. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Energy:

I refer to the practice of Western Power of providing sponsorships to community groups throughout the State and ask -

(a) how many such organisations have received sponsorships in the 1998-99 financial year;

(b) which organisations; and

(c) what is the amount of sponsorship in each case?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(a) Fifty one .

(b) Current Western Power sponsorship involvement for 1998/99 is as follows:

DATE EVENT

July ‘98 Allergy Research Foundation

July ‘98 Constable Care (Broome)

31 Aug-18 Sept Handzon Theatre
(CHAT – the $5 Musical – lunchtime theatre)

September ‘98 Western Power Perpetual Golf  Trophy

September ‘98 West Australian Academy of Performing Arts
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September ‘98 Queen’s Cup Concert and Brass Band competition

September ‘98 St John Ambulance (Esperance)

September ’98 –March ‘99(cricket
season)

WACA – Western Warriors/Regional Junior
Cricket Program (4 year sponsorship)

October ‘98 Safety House Program

October ‘98 WA Retailers Crime Prevention Forum

October ’98 (ongoing) scholarship is
for duration of degree (3/5 years)

Stuart Morgan Scholarship *

October 15/16 ‘98 Western Power Solar Model Car Challenge  **

17 October ‘98 Master Builders Association

25 October Diabetes Ladies Charity Golf Day

November ‘98 Young Australian of the Year Awards (Science & Technology Award)

November ‘98 Collie Speedway State Championships

November ‘98 Collie Agricultural Show

November 1999 Esperance Festival of the Wind

11 November ‘98 Aust Quality Council – Aust Quality Awards for Business
Excellence Presentation Dinner

21-27 November ‘98 Constable Care Puppet Show

29 November ‘98 Cambridge 1998 Pro-Am Golf Tournament

November 30 – December 10 ’98 (V1
National Special Olympic Games)

Goldfields Disabled Sports Inc

December ‘98 Cheerio Club’s Aged Peoples’ Christmas Dinner

December ‘98 Western Power Primary Schools Science and Technology Awards *

December ‘98 Christmas Lights Competition

January ‘99 Western Power Tertiary Scholarships *

January ‘99 Muja Night Series Soccer

January ‘99 Australia Day Concert

26 January ‘99 Australia Day Fireworks (Kalgoorlie)

January 29/30/31 ‘99 WASO – Symphony Under the Stars Concerts

February ‘99 World Renewable Energy Congress, Murdoch University

28 Feb/1 Mar ‘99 Hyde Park Community Fair

Feb/March Ideal Home Show

March Master Builders Association

March Exmouth Appeal  (philanthropic)

March ‘99 Powerex Expo (part of Minex)

April ‘99 Western Power Perpetual Lawn Bowls Open

July ‘98-Sept ’98
Apr ‘99- June ’99 (football season)

Goldfields Football League (GFL)  (3 year sponsorship)

May’99 (scholarship over 2 years) Bruce Kirkwood Memorial Scholarship *

May ‘99 PhD Conference in Economics and Business (Perth Nov ’99)

May ‘99 Bunbury Entertainment Centre musical play “The Sound of Music”

6 June ‘99 Menzies to Kalgoorlie Bike Ride (Menzies Classic)

19 June ‘99 Goldfields Football League (State game – WA v Tasmania)

June ’99 (inaugural year of a 5 year
term)

Energy Engineering Western Power Chair of Renewable, Murdoch
University (5 year sponsorship)

June ‘99 Surf Life Saving WA Appeal  (philanthropic)
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June ’99 WA Energy Efficiency Awards, Office of Energy

1 season 1998-99 Goldfields Touch Association

All year – special days (Christmas,
Anzac, Aust Day, Easter, Telethon,
Foundation Day, etc.

Kings Park Lights (5 year sponsorship)

(12-month o/seas scholarship for
winner)

AFS Scholarship *

All year (on-going since 1995,
completing in 1998/99

Western Power Endangered Plant Rescue Program,
Kings Park & Botanic Garden

All year (on-going since 1996) Western Power Greening Challenge, Hotham-Williams Catchment
Landcare District Committees  **

All year 1998-99 Scitech Discovery Centre
Western Power Zone (exhibits)

All year 1998-99 Community Fireguard

All year Collie Mail Community Service Club page

All year Collie Recreation Centre signage

All year Collie Trauma After Care Group

All year South West  Counselling Therapy

1998-99 financial year WACOSS  (philanthropic)

1998-99 financial year Australian Institute of Company Directors

* Scholarships given to individuals
** Western Power-owned sponsorships – no funds given to other organisations

(c) Western Power’s community partnership program delivers benefits to a wide range of community groups across
Western Australia through direct and indirect sponsorships.  Through its  short, medium and long term
sponsorships, Western Power seeks to maximise the benefits of a limited sponsorship budget across the broadest
section of the Western Australian community.  Western Power monitors and reviews its sponsorships regularly to
ensure an appropriate distribution of funds provides benefits to the maximum number of Western Australians. 
Western Power has adopted an annual review policy.  Submissions under the Corporation’s community partnership
program will be sought annually.  Funding application guidelines are being finalised and will assist community
groups in applying for funds.  Western Power’s community partnership program benefits Western Australians
across a variety of categories – sport, art and culture, education, community, regional and environment.  While
specific arrangements vary from sponsorship to sponsorship, Western Power contributed $1 million through its
1998-1999 sponsorship program to the people of Western Australia.

HOSPITAL BUDGETS, PEEL, JOONDALUP AND BUNBURY

765. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) For each of the following years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99;

what was the financial out-turn for the -

(i) Peel;
(ii) Joondalup; and
(iii) Bunbury

Hospitals?

(2) For the same years, what were the budgets for each of the hospitals?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) (a) Peel:  The Peel Health Campus was established as a separate entity, under the management of Health
Solutions, as from 1 September 1997.  The outturns for Peel Health Campus for 1997/98 and 1998/99
were:
1997/98 $4,396,100
1998/99 $15,950,181
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(b) Joondalup 1996/97 $14,960,516.45
1997/98 $26,026,585.92
1998/99 $38,662,186.97

(c) Bunbury 1996/97 $22,110,830
1997/98 $22,658,280
1998/99 $28,888,700

(2) (i) Peel 1997/98 $4,396,100
1998/98 $19,150,067

(ii) Joondalup 1996/97 $15,412,413.00
1997/98 $26,026,585.92
1998/99 $38,662,186.97

(iii) Bunbury 1996/97 $22,408,000
1997/98 $22,475,000
1998/99 $29,163,900

In each of the above answers the figures represent only that part of the business in these hospitals which is directly funded
through the HDWA.  The full overturn and budget of Joondalup and Peel Health Campus’ institutions is not known as they
also operate significant private hospital services.

OAKAJEE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HERITAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN TENDER

775. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Resources Development:

With respect to the Heritage Management Plan for the Oakajee Industrial Estate and Port -

(a) what was the basis for selecting the tender of McDonald Hales and Associates over that of Tamora Pty Ltd;

(b) which officer of the Department was responsible for making this decision;

(c) which Aboriginal group has protested about the activities of McDonald Hales;

(d) have any developers protested about the activities of McDonald Hales; and

(e) if yes, which developers?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(a) The selection of the tender of McDonald Hales and Associates was based on normal State Supply Commission
selection guidelines including a comparison of the tenders based on the Association of Consulting Engineers of
Australia’s “Value Selection Process”.  The assessment team was led by a senior government officer.

(b) The approval to proceed with the recommended consultant was given by the Executive Director, Projects and
Infrastructure, Department of Resources Development.

(c) The Mullewa Wadjari Native people.

(d) One developer has complained about the lack of consultation by McDonald Hales and Associates.  The situation
is now resolved with the developer.

(e) Kingstream Steel Limited.

SPORT BETTING ACCOUNT, GUIDELINES FOR APPLICATIONS

776. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Will the Minister advise what the guidelines are for making an application for a grant for assistance from the Sport
Betting Account?

(2) Are the guidelines published?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) How much money is available in the account annually?

(5) What is the current balance in the account?

(6) Will the Minister provide a list of grant recipients for the past two years and the amounts and purpose of each
grant?

(7) Where is the operation of this account reported annually?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) The disbursement of funds is in accordance with the Totalisator Agency Board Betting Act 1960.

(2) Yes, as illustrated in the Totalisator Agency Board Betting Act 1960.

(3) Not applicable.
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(4) In varying amounts of approximately $200 000 per annum depending on the amount of revenue generated through
sports betting.

(5) The current balance in the account is $416 241.59

(6)
RECIPIENT PURPOSE AMOUNT

Northam Avon Descent Assoc Malaysian sports officials       6 435.00

WA Cricket Association Junior Development Initiative     15 000.00

WA Cricket Association Lillee Marsh Stand     15 000.00

Seniors Recreation Council Program initiatives     35 000.00

TOTAL (1997/98)     71 435.00

Midvale Speed Dome Operating Costs     40 000.00

South West Regional Aquatic/Indoor Sports Feasibility Study     49 080.00

Multi Purpose Stadium Feasibility Study       8 616.80

Soccer Review Engage a consultant     30 000.00

WA Olympic Council Olympic torch guest presenters       1 500.00

WA Cricket Association Junior development Initiative     15 000.00

WA Cricket Association Lillee Marsh Stand     15 000.00

Drugwise Projects Football Posters for juniors       1 600.00

ACHPER WA Branch Various activities     30 000.00

Bridge Association of WA National Championships 1999       2 500.00

TOTAL (1998/99) $193 296.80

(7) The Totalisator Agency Board annual report.

COMMUNITY SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITIES FUND, IMPACT OF GOODS AND SERVICES TAX

777. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Has the Ministry of Sport and Recreation done any market research on the possible impact of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) on Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund (CSRFF) grants?

(2) Has the Minister or his staff obtained feedback that Local Government is receiving an increase in forward planning
grant applications from the community because of the uncertainty of the impact of the GST on sport and recreation
facility construction costs?

(3) Will the Minister arrange for CSRFF grants announced in the year 2000 to have some flexibility for increases
should building costs for a project rise due to the GST?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) Yes.  The Ministry of Sport and Recreation is arranging seminars to alert the industry to the impact of GST on
Sport and Recreation.

(2) Yes.

(3) These CSRFF applications are currently being submitted.  The implications of GST have been disseminated and
will be allowed for in MSR assessments.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

780. Mr BROWN to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal Affairs:

(1) How many contracts of $50 000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Premier's control entered into between 1 June 1999 and 31 July 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr COURT replied:

I am advised that :

Treasury
(1) 1.

(2) $174,620.
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(3) Wormald Fire Systems.

(4) To upgrade the emergency warning intercom system at the building located at 151 Royal Street, East Perth.

(5) October 1999.

Gold Corporation
(1) Gold Corporation (GC) regularly enters into contractual transactions of a financial nature with banks in respect of

precious metals and foreign exchange. The bulk of these transactions are for a value in excess of $50,000, but are
of a balancing nature and are part of the Corporation's ongoing business. Apart from such routine transactions, GC
did not enter into any contracts between 1 June, 1999 and 31 July, 1999.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

Office of the Auditor General
(1) One.

(2) $56 800 over three years.

(3) Bird Cameron Partners.

(4) Contract for Audit Services.

(5) 3 year contract expires after the audit for the 30/6/2001 period – approximately 30/11/2001.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

783. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Resources Development; Energy; Education:

(1) How many contracts of $50 000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 June 1999 and 31 July 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr BARNETT replied:

Department of Resources Development
(1) Two.

(2) Contract A - $79,890
Contract B - $198,525

(3) Contract A – Landvision Pty Ltd.
Contract B – Dames and Moore.

(4) Contract A – Draft State Lime Supply Strategy.
Contract B – Preparation of Wood Processing Industry Development Strategy and Action Plan.

(5) Contract A – 31 December 1999.
Contract B – 14 April 2000.

Office of Energy
(1) Nil.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

AlintaGas
(1)-(5) These matters are commercially sensitive and it would be inappropriate to disclose details of any such contracts.

Western Power Corporation
(1)-(5) Western Power entered into many contracts during 1 June 1999 to 31 July 1999.  Western Power operates as a

corporatised entity within a competitive framework. It is inconsistent with corporatisation for Western Power to
be subject to Parliamentary scrutiny to this detailed extent when its competitors are not.  Also, Western Power
regards details of contracts such as those requested, to be commercially confidential.

Education Department of Western Australia
(1) 28.

(2)-(5) [See paper No 367.]

Note: Contracts arranged for EDTC006/1999, EDTC008 – 012/1999, EDTC015/1999 and EDTC043/1999 are
panel arrangements and the value expressed is the total contract value for all panel members.

Department of Education Services
(1) Nil.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.
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Curriculum Council
(1) Nil.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

795. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) How many contracts of $50 000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 June 1999 and 31 July 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

Two. $120 000 The Healthy Worker Provision of Services of a 30 June 2002
Consulting Mines Occupational
Physician.

$100 000 Ertech Pty Ltd Provision of regular maintenance 30 June 2004
of the existing roadworks at the
Kalgoorlie Explosives Reserve.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

799. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) How many contracts of $50 000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 June 1999 and 31 July 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

Rottnest Island Authority
(1) One panel contract.

(2) The contract is for services provided but may exceed $50,000.

(3) Practical Management and Development.
Australia Pacific Projects.
Coney Stevens Project Management.

(4) Provision of project management services.

(5) 30 August 2000.

Western Australian Tourism Commission
(1) Three contracts.

(2) (a) $373,437
(b) $50,000
(c) $65,000 Contra.

$150,000 Cash.

(3) (a) International Triathlon Union.
(b) Australian University Games.
(c) National Foods Milk Ltd.

(4) Payments by WATC in respect to Items 2(a) and 3(a), and Items 2(b) and 3(b) are for event management and
sponsorship.  Payments to WATC in respect to Items 2(c) and 3(c) are for a three-year sponsorship of an event
conducted by WATC.

(5) (a) 30 May, 2000.
(b) 6 March, 2000.
(c) 11 November, 2001.
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STUDENT TRANSPORTATION, COST

809. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

How much has the Department of Transport spent on transporting students -

(a) on Transperth public transport services and school specials in the metropolitan area;

(b) on public transport and school specials in country towns;

(c) on contract school bus services in rural and outer metropolitan areas;

(d) with intellectual disabilities;

(e) with hearing and speech impairments;

(f) of culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds to Intensive Language Centres,

in -

(i) 1995;
(ii) 1996;
(iii) 1997;
(iv) 1998; and
(v) to July 1999?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a) From information available, the cost of transporting students on dedicated Transperth school bus services is as
follows:

Cost Per Service KM School Special Annual Cost
$        KMs

1995/96 3.48 Not available Not available
1996/97 3.35 1 070 389 3 831 993
1997/98 3.35 1 442 467 4 832 264
1998/99 3.27 1 596 866 5 221 752

In addition students are transported to and from school by Transperth on both regular route network bus and train
services.  Overall, school students account for around 18 per cent of fare paying passengers.  It is not possible to
isolate the cost of transporting students on regular route network services as these services also operate for the
benefit of the general public.  Historical data is not readily available on a calendar year basis and hence the
information provided in answer to questions (b)-(f) is for a financial year.  Also, the school bus service function
was transferred from Education to Transport in January 1996 and, excepting for the prior six months, earlier
information is not held by Transport.

1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99
(b) $5.886m $5.839m $6.827m $6.499m

These figures represent the fare concessions payable for the transport of students to/from school on public school
bus services operating in and between country towns.  They also include the operating subsidies paid in each
respective year for the integrated public transport systems in Kalgoorlie/Boulder and Bunbury, as such systems
cater for student transport but the specific cost attributable to students is not segregated.

(c) $38.108m $37.265m $40.165m $37.836m

These figures also include the cost of conveyance allowances paid for the use of private vehicles in transporting
students to and from school.

(d)-(e) $4.521m $5.054m $5.683m $5.831m

These figures relate to the cost of transport assistance for students attending education support facilities; it includes
students with intellectual disabilities, speech and hearing impairments and those attending language development
centres.  Separate figures are not available for the different student categories as they are essentially catered for on
the same system.

(f) $0.190m $0.182m $0.216m $0.252m

These figures relate to dedicated contracted bus services for the transport of students to English as a Second
Language (ESL) centres.  There are a number of ESL students who are transported on education support bus
services, the cost of which is included at (e); segregated figures are not available.

FREIGHT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM, NANUTARRA BRIDGES UPGRADE

817. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the Freight Improvement Program to upgrade three bridges at Nanutarra in the Gascoyne region, announced in
Main Roads' Transform WA document 'Bringing the Pieces Together', and ask -



3178 [ASSEMBLY]

(a) why is this program under review;

(b) under the Transform WA plan, when was it originally planned to upgrade these bridges;

(c) when is it now anticipated that these bridges will be upgraded?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a) Main Roads reviews its program on an annual basis to take account of project scope changes, weather delays,
savings available by packaging works, changing demands and emerging needs.

(b) This was not a TransformWA project and was part of the ten year program published at the time.  Work was
planned in 1998/99 but was deferred originally due to river flows and was not funded in 1999/00 due to funding
constraints.  Funds in 1998/99 were used for resealing Nanutarra – Munjina Road.

(c) These works are relatively minor in nature and the performance of the structures is not impacted and the
serviceability of the link is not compromised.  The timing of this work is continually under review and as funds
become available it is one of many projects which is considered for funding.

ROAD SAFETY COUNCIL, ADVERTISING CONTRACT

818. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

Will the Minister advise the names of the members of the evaluation committee or panel that recommended the awarding
of the contract for the provision of advertising services to the Road Safety Council?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

The names of the members of the evaluation committee/panel that recommended the awarding of the contract for the
provision of advertising services to the Road Safety Council were as follows:

Rod Evans Office of Road Safety, Department of Transport – Chairperson
Arabella Taylor Communications and Corporate Relations, Department of Transport
Gary Kirby Office of Road Safety, Department of Transport.
Luana Raspa* Insurance Commission of Western Australia.
Grant Dorrington Road Safety Council.
John Miller Contracts and Purchasing Services, Department of Transport

(non-voting, probity and advisory role).

* Ms Raspa replaced another officer from the Insurance Commission of Western Australia after the close of tenders
but prior to the tenders being distributed for evaluation.  Due to a work transfer, she was unable to complete the
full evaluation process.  Ms Raspa participated in the individual desktop scoring assessment  and discussions that
determined the initial consensus scores.  Ms Raspa did not attend the presentations from tenderers.

WORLD DANCE CONGRESS, NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

820. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Is the Minister aware of an article that appeared in The West Australian on Monday, 12 July 1999 concerning the
failed World Dance Congress?

(2) Is the Minister aware the article reported the West Australian Tourism Commission did not inform Dance Promoter
Peter Reynolds that the Australian Dance Council opposed the Dance Congress planned?

(3) Why did the Commission/Government keep this information secret from Mr Reynolds?

(4) Is the Minister aware the newspaper article reported Mr Reynolds as saying that had he known of the letter he
would not have proceeded further as it would have been a waste of money?

(5) Does the Minister/Commission accept responsibility for that waste as alleged by Mr Reynolds?

(6) If not, why not?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

West Australian Tourism Commission
(1)-(2) Yes.

(3) The Western Australian Tourism Commission requested Mr Reynolds on several occasions to seek the approval
of the local dance community.  For example, on 4 January 1996, the Western Australian Tourism Commission
through its solicitors wrote to Mr Reynolds via his solicitors, stating “WATC is of the opinion if the Event
Objectives are to be achieved and if GDF’s (Global Dance Foundation) obligations under the agreement are to be
met, GDF will need the full support of the Perth dance community.  This full support can be obtained with little
effort.  At present however there is disquiet within that community as it is felt that there has been a lack of
consultation regarding the Event.  WATC therefore strongly urges GDF to actively seek out the involvement and
support of the Perth dance community in respect of the event.”  In a discussion with Mr Reynolds on December



[Tuesday, 16 November 1999] 3179

8 1995, Mr Reynolds advised Eventscorp that he had received a letter from Ausdance.  On that basis it was
reasonable to assume that Mr Reynolds was and indeed should have been aware of Ausdance’s position.

(4) The newspaper quotes Mr Reynolds as stating the “signs of warm interest” had stopped by February 1996, and that
he had no “understanding or reason why until it became apparent later there was a letter”.  Nowhere does Mr
Reynolds provide any evidence of any activities on a national or international level of any external parties which
may have caused a supposed change of heart from potential participants in the event.

(5) No.

(6) See (1), (2) and (3).

ELECTORATE OFFICERS CONFERENCE, COSTS

821. Dr CONSTABLE to the Premier:

(1) I refer to the answer to question on notice No. 2434 of 20 April 1999 and ask in relation to the Electorate Officers'
Conference held at the Mecure Hotel on Thursday, 25 February and Friday, 26 February 1999, and ask if all the
costs for this conference have now been determined?

(2) If the answer to (1) above is yes -

(a) what was the total cost of the conference;
(b) how much was paid to the Mecure Hotel; and
(c) how much was paid to the Australian Learning Academy?

Mr COURT replied:

(1)-(2) (a) The total cost of the conference was $31,757.27. This figure does not include salary costs for participants,
relief staff or administrative support staff.

(b) $14,231.20
(c) $4,200.00

HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST

824. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Health:

(1) Since October 1998 what has been the budget allocation for health services in the North West of the State to deal
with diabetes and renal disease?

(2) Since October 1998 what additional allocation has been made to health services in the North West of the State to
deal with diabetes and renal disease?

(3) If there was no additional allocation, what is/are the reason/s that no additional allocation has been made?

(4) If there was an additional allocation -

(a) what is the allocation to each health service in the North West;
(b) for what purpose is each allocation made;
(c) what is the period which the funding is expected to cover; and
(d) what are the outcomes that the funding is expected to achieve?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Since October 1998, approximately $3.6 million has been allocated to the Health Service Agreements with the
Kimberley, East and West Pilbara Health Services for diabetes and renal disease.  

(2) Additional funds allocated to the North West for diabetes and renal disease since October 1998 total $1.34 million.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Additional allocations include:

Diabetes Prevention Program – In 1999/00 a total of $320,000 has been provided to the Kimberley and Pilbara
Health Units to increase the prevalence of healthy eating behaviours, improve healthy lifestyle practices and
increase the availability and access to nutritionally acceptable food and physical activity programs.  The aim is to
reduce the incidence of complications associated with diabetes.

Satellite Renal Unit Developments – Capital funds totalling $1 million have been set aside in 1999/00 to support
the development of satellite renal units in Port Hedland and Broome.  These units will enable patients to be treated
closer to their homes.

Podiatry Program – In 1999/00 $24,000 was provided to Mawarnkarra Aboriginal Health Service.  The aim of this
project is to provide podiatry services to Aboriginal people along with diabetes and foot care education.

HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST

825. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Health:

(1) Since October 1998 what has been the budget allocation for health services in the North West of the State to deal
with respiratory disease?
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(2) Since October 1998 what additional allocation has been made to health services in the North West of the State to
deal with respiratory disease?

(3) If there was no additional allocation, what is/are the reason/s that no additional allocation has been made?

(4) If there was an additional allocation -

(a) what is the allocation to each health service in the North West;
(b) for what purpose is each allocation made;
(c) what is the period which the funding is expected to cover; and
(d) what are the outcomes that the funding is expected to achieve?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Since October 1998, approximately $10.6 million has been allocated to the Health Service Agreements with the
Kimberley, East and West Pilbara Health Services for respiratory disease.

(2) Additional funds allocated to the North West for respiratory disease since October 1998 total $92,000.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) This additional allocation includes:

Respiratory Disease Prevention Program – In 1999/00 a total of $92,000 has been allocated to the Kimberley and
Pilbara Public Health Units to support prevention programs which focus on smoking cessation.  The objective of
the program is to reduce the uptake of smoking in young people.

HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST

826. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Health:

(1) Since October 1998 what has been the budget allocation for health services in the North West of the State to deal
with cardiovascular disease?

(2) Since October 1998 what additional allocation has been made to health services in the North West of the State to
deal with cardiovascular disease?

(3) If there was no additional allocation, what is/are the reason/s that no additional allocation has been made?

(4) If there was an additional allocation -

(a) what is the allocation to each health service in the North West;
(b) for what purpose is each allocation made;

(c) what is the period which the funding is expected to cover; and
(d) what are the outcomes that the funding is expected to achieve?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Since October 1998, approximately $3.7 million has been allocated to the Health Service Agreements with the
Kimberley, East and West Pilbara Health Services for cardiovascular disease.

(2) Additional funds allocated to the North West for cardiovascular disease since October 1998 total $305,000.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) This additional allocation includes:

Cardiovascular Disease Prevention Program – In 1999/00, $305,000 was allocated to the Kimberley and Pilbara
Public Health Units to increase the prevalence of healthy eating behaviours, improve healthy lifestyle practices and
increase the availability and access to nutritionally acceptable food and physical activity programs.  The aim is to
reduce the incidence and impact of cardiovascular disease.

HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST

827. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Health:

(1) Since October 1998 what has been the budget allocation for health services in the North West of the State to deal
with oral health?

(2) Since October 1998 what additional allocation has been made to health services in the North West of the State to
deal with maternal, foetal and child health?

(3) If there was no additional allocation, what is/are the reason/s that no additional allocation has been made?

(4) If there was an additional allocation -

(a) what is the allocation to each health service in the North West;
(b) for what purpose is each allocation made;
(c) what is the period which the funding is expected to cover; and
(d) what are the outcomes that the funding is expected to achieve?
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Mr DAY replied:

(1) Oral health services in the North West of the State are provided through Perth Dental Hospital and Community
Dental Services and not through specific funding allocation to individual health services in that area.  For the period
October 1998 to September 1999, $825,000 was provided for the provision of public oral health services in the
North West.

(2) An additional allocation of $27,000 has been made for the current financial year.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) (a) Separate allocations are not made to the health services in the North West.

(b) The additional allocation provided within Perth Dental Hospital and Community Dental Services is to
ensure the ongoing provision of current public oral health services in the North West.

(c) The financial year 1999/2000.

(d) The maintenance of public oral health services in the North West.

HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST

832. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Health:

(1) Since October 1998 what has been the budget allocation for health services in the North West of the State to deal
with communicable diseases?

(2) Since October 1998 what additional allocation has been made to health services in the North West of the State to
deal with communicable diseases?

(3) If there was no additional allocation, what is/are the reason/s that no additional allocation has been made?

(4) If there was an additional allocation -

(a) what is the allocation to each health service in the North West;
(b) for what purpose is each allocation made;
(c) what is the period which the funding is expected to cover; and
(d) what are the outcomes that the funding is expected to achieve?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Since October 1998, approximately $951,588 has been allocated to Health Service Agreements with the Kimberley,
East and West Pilbara Health Services for communicable diseases.

(2) Additional funds allocated to the North West for communicable diseases since October 1998 total $995,950.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Additional Allocations include :

(a) Kimberley Health Service $571,010 and Pilbara Health Service $424,940.
(b) Prevention, education and promotion programs to reduce the incidence and health impact of HIV,STDs

and Hepatitis C.
(c) Period of funding expected to cover to June 2000.
(d) Reduce the incidence and impact of communicable diseases in WA.

PORT HEDLAND-MARBLE BAR ROAD, BITUMINISATION

840. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the budget allocation for the bituminisation of the Port Hedland/Marble Bar road for the following
financial years -

(a) 1992-93;
(b) 1993-94;
(c) 1994-95;
(d) 1995-96;
(e) 1996-97;
(f) 1997-98; and
(g) 1998-99?

(2) What was the actual expenditure for the bituminisation of the Port Hedland/Marble Bar road for the following
financial years -

(a) 1992-93;
(b) 1993-94;
(c) 1994-95;
(d) 1995-96;
(e) 1996-97;
(f) 1997-98; and
(g) 1998-99?
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(3) What are the reasons for the differences between the budget allocations in (1) above and expenditures in (2) above?

(4) What are the forward estimates for the bituminisation of the Port Hedland/Marble Bar road for the following
financial years -

(a) 1999-2000;
(b) 2000-2001; and
(c) 2001-2002?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1)-(2) (a)-(g) Year Budget Expend
1992-93 $4.2m $2.74m
1993-94 $1.98m $1.8m
1994-95 $3.22m $2.28m
1995-96 $3.87m $1.97m
1996-97 $2.50m $3.25m
1997-98 $0.51m $3.61m
1998-99 $3.36m $6.13m
TOTAL $19.64m $21.78m

(3) All major construction work in the Pilbara is carried out over the dry season, May to November, and there may be
a requirement to change the schedule if weather impacts on the construction timetable.

(4) (a) In 1999/2000 $2.0 million is scheduled to be expended.

(b)-(c) Indicative Funding for 2000-2002 is $4 million but this is being reviewed.  Options to complete the
majority of the unsealed sections between Marble Bar and Port Hedland in 2000 are being examined.

LNG EXPORT

857. Mr BROWN to the Premier:

(1) Has the Premier had any recent discussions with Chinese authorities about Western Australia supplying China with
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG)?

(2) What representatives of overseas Governments/interests has the Premier met with to push this West Australian
export since 1 July 1999?

(3) Have any commitments been obtained from any Governments/interests on taking LNG from Western Australia?

(4) What is the nature of the commitments?

(5) Have any understandings or arrangements been entered into which position Western Australia as a potential
supplier of LNG to other countries?

(6) What arrangements and understandings have been reached in this regard?

Mr COURT replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) President Jiang Zemin in Sydney during his visit to Australia in September this year.  Chinese Ambassador, Mr
Zhou Wenzhong, on 11 October 1999, during his visit to Perth.

(3) Yes.

(4) Western Australia is a preferred supplier of LNG but will need to demonstrate its competitiveness through a
formalised selection process.

(5) To my knowledge, Western Australian LNG is being marketed into China, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, India and
Singapore.

(6) The marketing is a commercial matter and I am unaware of the detail of that marketing. However, where
Government representations would assist that marketing effort, then the Government would consider requests for
it to support the marketing efforts.

SMALL BUSINESS, GOODS AND SERVICES TAX

860. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Small Business:

(1) Is the Minister aware of a media release issued by the Australian Society of Certified Practising Accountants (CPA)
dated 12 September 1999 concerning the Goods and Services Tax (GST) Crisis Looming for the Small Business
Sector?

(2) Is the Minister aware that the survey found 72 per cent of small businesses had not spent any money in the
preparation for the GST?

(3) Is the Minister also aware that of the money spent preparing for the GST, the amount spent varied widely between
States with Melbourne reporting an average of $1056 compared to the Perth average of $94?
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(4) What action, if any, does the State Government intend to take to ensure small businesses are provided with all the
information they require prior to the introduction of the GST?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1)-(2) Yes.

(3) Yes.  However, conclusions should not be drawn solely on the basis of this survey.  No indication is given in the
survey as to the number of small businesses, industry type or the size of the small business sample taken in Western
Australia.  A small retailer interviewed in Perth would give a different response to a larger manufacturer in
Melbourne.  It should also be noted that both State and Federal GST information and awareness activities are in
their early stages.  For instance, the Australian Taxation Office only commenced providing its extensive series of
free GST seminars to businesses in Western Australia in September 1999.  Once in receipt of accurate advice and
information, small businesses in Western Australia will be better positioned to determine the level of expenditure
needed to gear up their businesses to deal with the GST.

(4) The State Government through the Small Business Development Corporation (SBDC) has taken significant steps
to assist small businesses prepare for the GST and to ensure they have access to essential information.  Principal
amongst these steps is the establishment of a GST Transition Centre located in the Perth CBD as a part of the
SBDC.  The Centre will provide:

independent, objective and confidential information and assistance to small businesses at no cost;
personal appointments with experienced business counsellors;
a telephone service, with the ability to refer queries directly to ATO personnel;
an access and coordination point for GST related information;
a central source of publications and literature on the GST;
electronic information delivery facilities; and
links to the States’ thirty seven (37) Business Enterprise Centres (BECs) and its sixty five (65)
Telecentres.

The service will focus on small business management concerns such as registration, cash flow planning, pricing,
record keeping and transitional issues, rather than the technical focus that will be provided through the ATO.  The
Centre will be operational in October 1999 and be promoted through an advertising and awareness campaign.  In
addition, the SBDC, in conjunction with the Business Enterprise Centre (BEC) network is hosting 95 Australian
Taxation Office (ATO) free GST seminars in Perth and regional areas between 28 September 1999 and 18
November 1999.  In September alone, 955 people attended these seminars.  The SBDC has also made an
application to the GST Start-up Assistance Office for education and training for selected SBDC Enterprise
Development Officers and the 37 BEC Managers, 27 of whom are in regional areas of the State.  The training, in
all aspects of the GST, will further their ability to respond to the needs of small business on the GST and tax reform
process.

CALM EMPLOYEES, FIXED TERM CONTRACTS

864. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) How many employees of the Department of Conservation and Land Management are employed on fixed term
contracts?

(2) What is the breakdown per division directorate of this number?

(3) For each division, what is the average time employees have been on fixed term contracts?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) 265

(2) CALMScience 36
Corporate Executive 1
Corporate Relations 5
Corporate Services 16
Forest Resources 46
Nature Conservation 34
Parks, Recreation, Planning and Tourism 12
Regional Services 115

(3) CALMScience 15.24 months
Corporate Executive 25.70 months
Corporate Relations 18.20 months
Corporate Services 12.40 months
Forest Resources 15.35 months
Nature Conservation 12.70 months
Parks, Recreation, Planning and Tourism 13.99 months
Regional Services 11.67 months

CALM, BUSH RANGERS PROGRAM

865. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

In relation to the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) Bush Rangers Program -
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(a) for 1998-1999 what was CALM's expenditure on the program;
(b) was there expenditure from any other source(s);
(c) if yes, from what source(s) and for what amount;
(d) what is CALM's 1999-2000 budget allocation for the program; and
(e) which schools now participate in the program?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(a) $71 918

(b) Yes.

(c) Cadets WA program. The question on Cadets WA expenditure should be directed to the Minister responsible for
the Office of Youth Affairs and the Cadets WA program.

(d) $87 583

(e) As of 8 October 1999, 18 schools participate in the CALM Bush Ranger program.  They are Norseman District
High School (DHS), Como Senior High School (SHS), Duncraig SHS, Esperance SHS, Gosnells SHS, Helena
College Senior School, John Forrest SHS, John Septimus Roe Anglican School, Manjimup SHS, Narrogin SHS,
Mt Lawley SHS, Newton Moore SHS, Ursala Frayne Catholic College, CBC Tardin, Waroona DHS, Warnbro
Community High School, Rossmoyne SHS and Wongatha CAPS.

SOILS AIN'T SOILS, PERMIT CONTRAVENTION

871. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that 'Soils ain't Soils' have contravened the requirements of their sandmining permit for
Lots 1 and 2 Johnson Road, Jandakot by excavating below 29m Australian Height Datum (AHD)?

(2) What action has been taken with regard to a prosecution over this permit contravention?

(3) Is it intended to prosecute 'Soils ain't Soils' over this contravention of the sandmining permit?

(4) If not, why not?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) Soils aint Soils has not contravened the requirements of its Water and Rivers Commission permit for sand mining
at Lots 1 & 2 Johnston Road.  (An area was excavated to below 29mAHD prior to the Water and River’s
Commission permit when the site operated under an approval from the City of Cockburn.  The Commission
considered  sand mining should only occur above 29mAHD  to retain an adequate clearance to the groundwater
table.  The area is now being  backfilled to above 29mAHD in line with the Commission’s permit requirements).

(2) As the sand mining permit has not been breached,  prosecution by the Water and Rivers Commission is neither
warranted or possible. 

(3) No action will be taken regarding the sand mining operation while site auditing shows the operation is complying
with permit conditions and addressing all water resources management issues.

(4) Soils aint Soils has not contravened its permit.

JOONDALUP CITY, INCENTIVE PACKAGE

872. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) Is the Minister aware of correspondence from LandCorp dated 1 September 1999 which advises that Joondalup
City has been given a major boost with the announcement of an incentive package by the State Government to
establish a call centre in the heart of the City?

(2) What are the full details of the incentive package provided?

(3) What is the expected number of jobs to be created by the package?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1) Yes. 

(2) Stellar Call Centres Pty Ltd has been offered a $1,350,000 conditional grant, secured by a bank guarantee, based
on a five-year agreement detailing specified performance milestones relating to location, employment and
investment in the centre.

(3) It is expected that 225 new jobs will be created by the package. 

WESTRAIL, REDEPLOYEES' RELOCATION EXPENSES

874. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) At the commencement of 1998 was Westrail meeting the relocation expenses of redeployees who had worked for
Westrail in rural centres in Western Australia?
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(2) Did the Western Australian Government employees redeployment retraining and redundancy provisions, in the
general order of 20 August 1997, apply to all redeployees who were required to be relocated in order to take up
employment with another Government agency?

(3) How many employees in 1998 had their relocation expenses met by Westrail?

(4) How many Westrail redeployees did not have their relocation expenses met by Westrail?

(5) In cases where Westrail did not meet the relocation expenses, were such expenses met by the new employing
agency?

(6) If so, then in how many cases did the new employing agency pay for the relocation expenses of the redeployee?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1) Yes.  Where the relocation of those employees met the criteria defined in Westrail’s Staff Relocation Policy.

(2) No.  The General Order of 20 August 1997 has no application to Westrail employees. Westrail awards are not listed
in Schedule B of that order.

(3) One employee was assisted with relocation expenses by a special arrangement.

(4) None.

(5)-(6) Not applicable.

MS GRETA VOM BERG, ALINTAGAS EMPLOYMENT

878. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Energy:

(1) Is Ms Greta Vom Berg employed by AlintaGas?

(2) When did her employment commence?

(3) What was her previous employment?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1)-(3) AlintaGas has advised that details of AlintaGas employees are personal and not for public disclosure.

HOSPITALS, POWER BLACKOUT DURING STRIKE

880. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Energy:

(1) Was there a "power blackout" at major hospitals such as King Edward Memorial Hospital during the recent strike
by power station workers at Western Power?

(2) If yes, was there sufficient power available so that power cuts to hospitals could have been avoided?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) King Edward Memorial Hospital was affected by load shedding on 23 July 1999, during a strike by Western Power
power station workers.

(2) King Edward Memorial Hospital was shed as part of the load reduction of at least 500MW necessary to protect the
electrical system from total collapse.

SEXUAL ASSAULT RESOURCE CENTRE, STAFF NUMBERS AND SERVICES

882. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Health:

(1) How many people are employed at the Sexual Assault Resource Centre (SARC) -

(a) on a part time basis; and
(b) on a full time basis?

(2) What is the title of each position?

(3) How many positions are currently unfilled?

(4) When will each of these positions be filled?

(5) How many positions have been abolished since 1 July 1998?

(6) For what reasons were these positions abolished?

(7) How many positions will be abolished in the 1999-2000 financial year?

(8) What is the nature of these positions?
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(9) What are SARC's core business objectives?

(10) How many clients were assisted by SARC in -

(a) 1997-98; and
(b) 1998-99?

(11) What services are provided to people in country areas?

(12) When were services in Northam suspended and for what reason?

(13) When were services in Narrogin suspended and for what reason?

(14) What activities are currently undertaken by the Training and Education Unit?

(15) What services are provided to people who have been sexually assaulted in the past?

(16) What changes are planned to this service?

(17) What functions are currently being undertaken by the Aboriginal Services Unit?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) (a) 22 people part time
(b)   8 people full time

(2)
Manager

Assistant Manager (Clinical)

Senior Clinical Psychologist

Clinical Psychologist  (2 x part time positions)

Senior Social Worker

Social Worker

Counsellor  (2 x full time positions)

Counsellor  (1 x full time positions)

Team Leader

Crisis Intervention Counsellors. (2 full time positions)

Medical Coordinator
Medical Practitioners (7 positions)
Nurse Practitioner
Assistant Manager (Business Operations)
Administrative Assistant
Clerk Typist 

(3) Three (3) positions :
   Clerical Officer trainee, 
   Counsellor;
   Senior Clinical Psychologist.

(4) Clerical Officer trainee position will not be filled.  Full time medical typist position will be created in its place and
substantively filled following approval of exclusion recruiting from Metropolitan Health Service Board Chief
Executive Officer.

Counsellor temporary position (1 FTE) is not required.  The substantive incumbent was moved to act in the newly
created Team Leader position to provide clinical leadership to the crisis intervention Counsellors. 

Senior clinical Psychologist:  The incumbent commenced secondment on the 5th July 1999 to the newly created
position of Assistant Manager Clinical Operations.  Application to recruit for the position of Senior Clinical
Psychologist has been made to the Metropolitan Health Service Board Chief Executive Officer.

(5) Aboriginal Project Officer (0.5) abolished April 1999
Coordinator Men’s Program (0.5) abolished May 1999
Counsellors x 2 positions:  Narrogin 0.6, Northam 0.4, Northam 0.2 abolished 30th September 1999.
Project Officer Domestic Violence 0.6

(6) Aboriginal Project Officer (0.5) abolished April 1999 externally funded position, the funds ceased.
Coordinator Men’s Program (0.5) abolished May 1999 externally funded position, the funds ceased.
Counsellors x 2 positions: Narrogin 0.6, Northam 0.4, Northam 0.2 abolished 30th September 1999. Purchaser(s)
elected to terminate service and employ local staff to provide sexual trauma counselling service.
Project Officer Domestic Violence 0.6 abolished September 1999.  Position is externally funded and is located now
with a new service provider.
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(7) Currently one position is scheduled to be replaced by a clerical position.  No other positions at this time are
scheduled to be abolished.

(8) Part time Nurse Practitioner. Role has changed to include more clerical administrative duties and responsibilities
which will be fulfilled by the new position of medical typist.

(9) To provide a 24 hour crisis medical/ forensic service: sexual trauma counselling service to victims aged 13 years
and above.

(10) 5,614  clients were assisted in 1997-1998
6,280  clients were assisted in 1998-1999.

(11) Clients in country services have access to a 24 hour 1800 telephone number.  Telepsychiatry services are available
to clinicians in some country areas upon request.

(12) Services in Northam were not suspended. They were terminated at the request of the purchaser who wished to
employ local staff to provide sexual trauma counselling instead of Perth based SARC staff.  Perth SARC have
offered support and supervision services upon request.

(13) Services in Narrogin were not suspended. They were terminated at the request of the purchaser who wished to
employ local staff to provide sexual trauma counselling instead of Perth based SARC staff.  Perth SARC have
offered support and supervision services upon request.  The locally based Narrogin sexual trauma counsellor will
be attending Perth SARC for training in October 1999.

(14) Internal training requirements are conducted by SARC clinicians or by representatives of the Psychological
Medicine Directorate’s Training, Research, Education and Evaluation Unit (TREE). Staff members from the
original training and education unit are currently working within TREE.

(15) 24 hour crisis counselling  telephone service, psychology services, therapeutic groups, appointment based sexual
trauma counselling services located at 6 suburban centres across the metropolitan area, information and advice to
family and friends of victims of sexual trauma.

(16) Perth SARC is undertaking an internal review on the efficiency and effectiveness of its operations with the intention
of improving all of its services to clients.  At this time no changes have been put forward and will not be until the
review process has been completed. It is anticipated that Perth SARC review will be completed by the end of the
1999 calendar year.  This review was initiated following a recent independent audit report.

(17) None.  Aboriginal Service Unit does not exist.  It was externally funded and funding ceased.

COMBAT SPORTS, HITCHEN REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS

887. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) What action has the Government taken in relation to the recommendations of the Hitchen report into boxing that
recommend regulation of other professional combat sports such as Muay Tai and Ultimate Fighting?

(2) What action does the Government plan to take in relation to this matter?

(3) Will the Government be outlawing Meuy Tai or Ultimate Fighting?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) What recommendations of Hitchen's report does the Government support?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) Approval was given by Cabinet in September 1998 for the Boxing Control Act 1987 to be extended to include all
forms of professional combat sports and that the membership of the Boxing Commission be increased to include
a person with knowledge of professional martial arts.

(2) The amended Act is being prepared by the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office to include the recommendations of the
Hitchen report.  All forms of professional combat sport will be regulated by the amended Act and the Commission’s
membership will be increased by at least one person who has knowledge of professional martial arts.  The new Act
will be titled "Professional Combat Sports Act".  The new Commission will be titled "Professional Combat Sports
Commission".

(3) The Government will not be outlawing Muay Thai but will outlaw Ultimate Fighting.  This policy is in line with
Victoria.

(4) It is considered that in order to protect the health, safety and possible exploitation of contestants and others
involved in the professional combat sports industry, regulation rather than outlawing is preferable.  Outlawing may
force this style of contest to go underground and have the effect of fostering an unsafe environment similar to that
which prompted the 1984 report into professional boxing in Western Australia.

(5) The Government supports all recommendations contained in the Hitchen report with the exception of expanded
administration.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS

890. Mr BROWN to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal Affairs:

(1) Since 1 January 1999, what reports has each department and agency under the Premier's control received from
consultants employed by it?

(2) What is the title of each report?

(3) In brief terms, what is the subject of each report?

(4) What recommendations are contained in each report?

Mr COURT replied:

(1)-(4) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies. The member should access these reports to obtain information on consultants.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS

892. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Since 1 January 1999, what reports has each department and agency under the Attorney General's control received
from consultants employed by it?

(2) What is the title of each report?

(3) In brief terms, what is the subject of each report?

(4) What recommendations are contained in each report?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1)-(4) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies. The member should access these reports to obtain information on consultants.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS

896. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Planning; Employment and Training; Heritage:

(1) Since 1 January 1999, what reports has each department and agency under the Minister's control received from
consultants employed by it?

(2) What is the title of each report?

(3) In brief terms, what is the subject of each report?

(4) What recommendations are contained in each report?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(1)-(4) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies. The member should access these reports to obtain information on consultants.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS

897. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Family and Children's Services; Seniors; Women's Interests:

(1) Since 1 January 1999, what reports has each department and agency under the Minister's control received from
consultants employed by it?

(2) What is the title of each report?

(3) In brief terms, what is the subject of each report?

(4) What recommendations are contained in each report?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1)-(4) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on consultants.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS

903. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Works; Services; Youth; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests:

(1) Since 1 January 1999, what reports has each department and agency under the Minister's control received from
consultants employed by it?
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(2) What is the title of each report?

(3) In brief terms, what is the subject of each report?

(4) What recommendations are contained in each report?

Mr BOARD replied:

(1)-(4) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on consultants.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS

907. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Since 1 January 1999, what reports has each department and agency under the Minister's control received from
consultants employed by it?

(2) What is the title of each report?

(3) In brief terms, what is the subject of each report?

(4) What recommendations are contained in each report?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(4) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on consultants.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS

910. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Since 1 January 1999, what reports has each department and agency under the Minister's control received from
consultants employed by it?

(2) What is the title of each report?

(3) In brief terms, what is the subject of each report?

(4) What recommendations are contained in each report?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

(1)-(4) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on consultants
engaged by Government agencies. The  member should access these reports to obtain information on consultants.

JOONDALUP HOSPITAL, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT SURGICAL PROCEDURES

918. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

How many ear, nose and throat (ENT) surgical procedures were undertaken at Joondalup Hospital during the
September/October 1999 school holidays?

Mr DAY replied:

Joondalup Health Campus undertook 4 ENT cases during the school holidays.

HOSPITALS, RECRUITMENT DURING STAFFING MORATORIUM

924. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

For each of the following teaching hospitals what positions have been approved for filling since the staffing moratorium was
imposed -

(a) Royal Perth Hospital;

(b) Princess Margaret Hospital for Children;

(c) Fremantle Hospital; and

(d) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital?

Mr DAY replied:

All level 1 and 2 nurse positions have been filled.  The attached chart details positions which have been approved for
external filling.  The moratorium did not affect recruitment internal to the Metropolitan Health Service.
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POSITION RPH SCGH FH&HS PMH/KEMH

Aboriginal Liaison Officer 1

Anaesthetic Technician 2

Anaesthetist 2 1

Ass.Catheter Lab Tech 3

Cardiac Ultrasonographer 1

Chaplain 1

Clinic/Ward Clerk/Receptionist 1 7 1

Clinical Research Officer 1

Aboriginal Liaison Officer 1

Anaesthetic. Technician 1

Anaesthetist 1

Ass.Catheter Lab Tech 5

Cardiac Ultrasonographer 1

Chaplain 1

Hospital .Service Asst 3

HR Officer 1

Medical Scientist 1

Neurophysiology technician 1

Obstetricians 2

Occupational. Therapist 2 1

Optometrist 1

Orthopaedic Surg 1

Paediatric Anaesthetist 1

Pharmacist 1

Pharmacy Intern 1

Phlebotomy/Lab Asst 2

Physiotherapist 1

Physiotherapist (weekend) 1

Plastic Surg 1

Project Officer (PG Med.Educ) 1

Psychiatrist 1

Psychiatrist 1

Psychogeriatrician 1

Patient & Staff Allocation Nurse Mgr 1

Resp. Physician 1

Respiratory technician 1

Secretary 1

Snr Catheter Lab Tech 1

Snr Cl. Psychologist 1

Social Worker 1

Trainee cardiac ultrasonographer 1

Welfare Asst 1

TOTAL 11 22 6 26

*Patient and Staff Allocation Manager coordinates elective and emergency admissions and also coordinates and maximises
casual agency and rostered staff across the whole hospital.

JOONDALUP HOSPITAL, YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE

925. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

Will the Minister outline what contingency plans Joondalup Hospital has in place for the management of incidents which
may arise through Y2K events?
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Mr DAY replied:

Joondalup Health Campus ( JHC )has undertaken steps to ensure that all equipment is Y2K compliant and that services will
not be disrupted.  Business Continuity and Disaster Recovery planning has been developed and includes escalation
procedures.  Staff manuals are currently being introduced and staff are being trained.  Staff education and testing of the
business continuity plans is expected to be completed by 30 October 1999.  The Health Department’s 2000 Project team
and the Metropolitan Health Service have included JHC in the Metropolitan Health Service’s business continuity processes
and plan. 

MULTICULTURAL LIAISON OFFICERS

929. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests:

(1) What commitment has the Government made to supporting a multicultural liaison position in the police service?

(2) How many of those officers does the Government employ?

(3) Will the Government employ further ethnic affairs liaison officers in other departments?

(4) Will new resources be provided for any of these positions including that in the police service?

(5) What are the specific duties of a multicultural liaison officer?

Mr BOARD replied:

(1) The Government is strongly committed to developing and maintaining good relations between the police and
members of migrant communities in Western Australia.  One of the Government’s strategies to achieve this aim
is the appointment of Multicultural Liaison Officers in the Police Service.

(2) Following a successful pilot project the Commissioner created the first permanent Migrant Liaison Officer in
February of this year.  This position is based in Mirrabooka.

(3) Many departments already employ staff whose dedicated role is to liaise with customers or clients from migrant
backgrounds and with migrant community organisations.  The Health Department, for example, has its own
Multicultural Access Unit.  The Office of Citizenship and Multicultural Interests provides all agencies with copies
of the publication “Valuing Diversity” - guidelines on how to implement and monitor structures that ensure they
meet their responsibilities in this area.  Each agency then develops mechanisms that are appropriate to their own
role.  These mechanisms include the employment of Multicultural Liaison Officers.

(4) Individual agencies allocate resources to fund these positions as and when a need is identified.  It is up to these
agencies to request additional funds if they cannot meet the need from their existing budgets. 

(5) The Specific duties of the Police Multicultural Liaison Officer are to:

work in collaboration with local advisory committees and project managers to achieve desired objectives;
establish effective communications and working partnerships between the local police services and ethnic
communities;
develop, evaluate and implement relevant community programs;
establish and maintain relevant networks and working partnerships within local communities and with local police
officers;
develop community projects that will promote partnerships between communities and local police;
assist community groups to identify areas of concern and develop appropriate strategies to reduce these concerns;
develop community education, information and awareness raising programs;
analyse relevant policies and their impact on ethnic communities;
contribute to the design and presentation of cross cultural diversity training to local police officers;
contribute to the establishment of resource information on multicultural affairs to the local police;
assist to promote recruitment among the ethnic communities; and
undertake other duties as directed.

SPECIAL LANGUAGE SCHOOLS AND LIVING IN HARMONY PROGRAM

931. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests:

(1) How many specific ethnic language "schools" are run in Western Australia?

(2) Has the Minister liaised with his Federal counterpart, the Minister for Immigration, to increase spending on those
special language "schools"?

(3) What is the Government doing to promote the concept of "Living in Harmony"?

(4) How much Federal money has been spent on this strategy in Western Australia?

(5) Has the Government considered educating children about the history of migration in Western Australia?

Mr BOARD replied:

I am advised that:

(1) Education Department provides assistance to 40 ethnic associations, covering 24 languages.  Some of these
programs are run in government schools, after hours.  Additionally, there are Language Learning Resource Centres
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located in 94 Public Libraries in the Perth metropolitan and regional areas of WA. These have been funded through
a program administered by the Office of Citizenship and Multicultural Interests. Funding estimated at $900,000
has been allocated over 3 years to provide language learning materials including books, cassettes, videos and
computers.

(2) Joint Commonwealth/State spending has increased from $1,113,140 in 1998 to $1,239,296 in 1999.  This funding
includes the component allocated by the Education Department of WA for training and personal development needs
of the language teachers in the Community Language Program.

(3) In 1997 the Western Australian government launched the Living in Harmony strategy which is a three-year,
community harmony program in WA.  The strategy is promoted through several key initiatives and ongoing
publicity.  The Federal Government has adopted the initiative as a focus for its national anti-racism campaign and
announced an annual National Harmony Day, the first held on 21 March 1999.  The State Government actively
promotes Harmony Day involving schools, Local Governments, businesses, the public sector and community
groups across Western Australia.

The Orange Harmony Ribbon is a significant activity promoting commitment to harmony throughout the community
and in schools.  To date, thousands of signatures of Western Australians have been collected in a series of orange
satin ribbons.   A three kilometre orange ribbon is to be presented to SOCOG for use in events leading up to the
Sydney 2000 Olympics.

The Education Department of WA has launched an anti-racism policy to reduce discrimination, prejudice and
racism in schools.  This policy has been developed as part of the “Involving Schools and Youth” strategy launched
with Living in Harmony.

A “Best Practice in Cultural Diversity” Local Government case studies booklet is being developed to promote
harmony in communities featuring towns in WA noted for their positive community relations. This is a joint
initiative between the Office of Citizenship and Multicultural Interests and the Ethnic Communities Council of WA.

In 1999 the State Government substantially increased funding to the Citizenship and Community Grants Program
from $70,000 per annum to $300,000 per annum. This Program now targets a wider audience and provides funding
to community groups for projects which foster community harmony.

(4) The Federal Government allocated an amount of $10,000 to the Office of Citizenship and Multicultural Interests
to promote National Harmony Day in 1999.  As at 12 May 1999 the Federal Government had announced grants
under the National Living in Harmony initiative for 10 projects in this State.  Announcements as to the amounts
have not yet officially been made.

(5) Yes.  It is expected that students would learn about the history of migration in Western Australia as part of their
achievement of the outcomes of the Society and Environment Learning Area Statement in the Curriculum
Framework.  It is listed as part of the Essential Knowledge in this Learning Area Statement.

YVONNE RATE, MEMBERSHIP OF SPORTING COMMITTEES OR BOARDS

934. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) What Government sporting committees or boards is Yvonne Rate a member of?

(2) What remuneration does she receive from each of these committees or boards?

(3) Who appointed her to these committees or boards?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) (a) Western Australian Sport & Recreation Council.
(b) Western Australian Health Promotion Foundation (Healthway).
(c) Community Sport & Recreation Facilities Fund Advisory Committee.

* See below

(2) (a) $7,000
(b) $5,300
(c) Nil, only out of pocket expenses, if any, is paid.

(3) (a) Minister for Sport and Recreation.
(b) Healthway legislation prescribes a board member to be nominated by the Western Australian Sport

Council.
(c) Minister for Sport and Recreation.

* Ms Rate is also a board member of the Australian Sports Commission, appointed by the Federal
Government’s Minister for Sport.

WA TOURISM COMMISSION WEB SITE

935. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Has the Government/Western Australian Tourism Commission (WATC) given any further consideration to allowing
small tourism operators to advertise on the WATC - Brand WA website for less than $695?
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(2) Is there one single rate/charge for advertising on the WATC website?

(3) If so, what is that charge?

(4) If not, what charges apply?

(5) What is the basis of the different charges?

(6) What measures has the WATC/Government taken to encourage small tourism operators to advertise on the WATC
website?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) Yes.

(2)-(4) There are three levels of charges for advertising on the WA tourism web site.  They are:
Level 1 $685 per annum ($500 with discounts) for accommodation, tour and car hire operators
Level 2 $275 per annum ($200with discounts) for attractions, restaurants, wineries, galleries, museums and retail
outlets.
Level 3 $185 per annum ($150 with discounts) for all operators.

(5) Levels 1 and 2 provide a full listing on the web site with a promotional photograph and description, with a
maximum of 300 words including contact details, rooms and services information and tariffs (where applicable),
a live e-mail address, hyper-link to their own web site and a brief motivational description to entice web browsers
to select the product from search results.  Level 3 provides a limited listing including business name, address,
phone, fax, toll free number, live e-mail address, business description and RAC rating.

(6) Seminars were conducted in September to the tourism industry by the WATC Chief Executive Officer in Karratha
for the north of the State, as well as Perth.  An extensive mailout was carried out to industry throughout the State
promoting the new $185 price level in early October and there is an ongoing program of briefings to operators in
regional areas conducted by WATC staff responsible for the web site.

ROYAL LIFE SAVING SOCIETY, MR ALEX McKENZIE

937. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the Royal Life Saving Society and ask -

(a) what Government boards or committees is Alex McKenzie of the Royal Life Saving Association a member of;

(b) how much is he paid for each of these positions;

(c) what requests has the Royal Life Saving Society made for Government or Lotteries Funding in relation to aquatic
safety education;

(d) what reviews is Alex McKenzie the chairperson of; and

(e) what other public funds has the Royal Life Saving Society received?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) Diving Taskforce.

(b) No remuneration, voluntary contribution of his time and expertise.

(c) Water Safety 0-5 Toddler Drowning.

(d) None.

(e) Ministry of Sport and Recreation development plan sport funding; Water Safety funding; Healthways funding; and
Lotteries Commission capital grants (for headquarters building; computers and resuscitation dummies).

TOURISM, ROAD SIGNAGE

939. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Is the Government/Minister aware of the importance of good signage to the tourism industry?

(2) Is the Government/Minister aware of the inadequacy of the signage at present?

(3) If so, what steps does the Government intend to take to improve signage?

(4) Is the Minister aware of restrictions placed on signage by -

(a) Main Roads; and
(b) local government authorities?

(5) What steps does the Government intend to take to meet the concerns of -

(a) Main Roads; and
(b) local government authorities,
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whilst meeting the needs of the tourism industry?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) Yes, this is an important issue for visitor servicing that is constantly being addressed.  The State Government is
committed to providing a high standard of gateway and directional signage throughout regional Western Australia. 
The adoption and implementation of a high quality, uniform gateway, tourist and services signing practices
throughout the State will provide a signing system which adds value to tourism development and promotion
strategies.  In particular, it will contribute to enhanced visitor experiences, longer stays and greater tourism income
in regional areas.  A consistent signing system under the umbrella of Brand Western Australia (Brand WA), will
provide the opportunity for destination communities to brand and promote their own town or area. The recently
announced Signage Booster Program is just one such example of this commitment.

(2) There are locations where signage could be improved and these are being addressed.

(3) In consultation with Main Roads WA, the WATC has developed a tourism signage policy for WA.  Under a special
signage booster program, the WATC has allocated resources ($100 000 in 1999/2000) which supplements funds
under the State Government’s Tourism Development Fund.  Funds will be allocated on a matching basis to tourism
capital works programs around the State, including signage.

(4) I understand Main Roads WA and local government have guidelines in place for signage, including consideration
for driver safety and visual pollution.

(5) The WATC State Signage Policy works to provide effective visitor servicing through signage and the WATC is
very pleased with the ongoing cooperation of Main Roads WA and local government in refining tourist signage
guidelines.

TOURISM, BUNBURY

940. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

What plans does the Government have to increase the number of tourists visiting Bunbury?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

In order to provide an explanation to the member of the WATC’s marketing activities, hereunder is my overall response to
Questions 940 to 945.  The WATC does not undertake promotions for specific towns or sub regions in isolation, but rather
works in partnership with the State’s Regional Tourism Associations (RTAs) to promote regional areas.  The WATC offers
tourism operators at a regional or town level opportunities to participate in a number of co-operative marketing programs
which are outlined in the WATC’s publication “Partnership to Success”. 

Two specific programs relevant to Bunbury, Northcliffe, Kalgoorlie, Geraldton and the Blackwood River sub region are the
Winter Breaks campaign and the web site www.westernaustralia.net.  There is detailed information about these destinations,
as well as Carnarvon, on the web site.  To capitalise on opportunities presented by this information, tourism businesses in
these towns and sub regions are encouraged to subscribe to the web site so that interested consumers can access their product
details.  The WATC also works closely with the producers of “Our WA” and the RTAs to provide tourism businesses and
attractions within these towns and sub regions with valuable exposure to Statewide audience via television.

TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE

941. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

What plans does the Government have to increase the number of tourists visiting Northcliffe?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

Refer to answer given to Question on Notice 940.

TOURISM, KALGOORLIE

942. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

What plans does the Government have to increase the number of tourists visiting Kalgoorlie?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

Refer to answer given to Question on Notice 940.

TOURISM, GERALDTON

943. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

What plans does the Government have to increase the number of tourists visiting Geraldton?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

Refer to answer given to Question on Notice 940.
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TOURISM, CARNARVON

944. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

What plans does the Government have to increase the number of tourists visiting Carnarvon?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

Refer to answer given to Question on Notice 940.

TOURISM, BLACKWOOD RIVER REGION

945. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

What plans does the Government have to increase the number of tourists visiting the Blackwood River Region?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

Refer to answer given to Question on Notice 940.

CSBP, LEAK DETECTION MONITORING SYSTEMS

948. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Why was no leak detection monitoring system in place on the arsenic tank at Wesfarmers CSBP Limited (CSBP)
prior to the leak of arsenic into Cockburn Sound?

(2) Will CSBP be required to implement leak detection monitoring systems for storage tanks containing dangerous
chemicals?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) What assurance will the Minister give that the current monitoring system utilised by CSBP represents Best
Management Practice?

(5) If it is considered that the monitoring system utilised by CSBP does not represent Best Management Practice what
action will be taken to ensure that it does?

(6) Is CSBP currently involved in the remediation of the arsenic plume under the old CSBP site which was discovered
in 1997?

(7) If not, why not?

(8) If yes, what contribution as a proportion of the total cost of managing the plume is being borne by CSBP?

(9) What is the total cost of managing the arsenic plume under the old CSBP site since its discovery?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) A leak detection system is not a standard requirement for storing dangerous goods.  This particular facility does
however have a level gauge fitted and it is located within a bounded area.

(2)-(3) The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is currently investigating the recent incident involving the loss
of arsenic from a storage tank at Wesfarmers CSBP.  On completion of this investigation, DEP will be reviewing
the licence requirements in relation to this and other matters.

(4)-(5) Wesfarmers CSBP - Kwinana, holds a monitored licence and not a best practice licence.  The review referred to
in answer to questions 2 and 3 will address future performance and monitoring requirements.  The Environmental
Protection Act 1986 licence issued to CSBP, has already been altered to include additional monitoring and
reporting requirements.

(6) Wesfarmers CSBP is currently delineating the plume and preparing to remediate the groundwater.  Some
investigative work has been completed to treat the groundwater.  Remediation is planned to commence once the
old ammonia plant has been decommissioned and removed to allow adequate access to the site.  DEP has not yet
been advised as to a commencement date. 

(7) Not applicable.

(8) I understand that all the costs are to be borne by Wesfarmers CSBP.  

(9) Neither I nor DEP have been advised of a total cost estimate.

HOSPITALS, CATERING SERVICES REVIEW

949. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Will the Minister advise whether there is or has been a review of catering services at King Edward Memorial
Hospital (KEMH) and Princess Margaret Hospital for Children (PMH)?

(2) Will the Minister advise who is conducting or who conducted (if completed) the review?
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(3) What is the total cost of conducting the review?

(4) Will the Minister advise whether a report has been prepared on catering services at KEMH and at PMH?

(5) If yes, will the Minister advise -

(a) who prepared the report;
(b) on what date was it completed;
(c) has action been taken on the report; and
(d) if yes, what action has been taken?

(6) Will the Minister advise what capital works expenditure is proposed for the kitchens at KEMH and at PMH?

(7) Does the Chief Executive, Mr Michael Moodie, have any reports on the review of the kitchens at KEMH and PMH?

(8) If yes, will the Minister advise -

(a) when was the report submitted to the Chief Executive Officer (or his predecessor); and

(b) what action has he or his predecessor taken on any report submitted on the kitchens at KEMH or PMH?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Yes there has been a review.

(2) There was an internal review of catering in November 1997 which considered the potential for the integration of
food production for both King Edward Memorial and Princess Margaret Hospitals within a single kitchen at King
Edward Memorial Hospital. The Hospital Executive approved this course of action in principle in December 1997
and in the early part of 1998 further preparatory work occurred.  In August 1998 architect Hames Sharley was
appointed to undertake design works for the integration project. This report was completed in November 1998. 
In February 1999 a new Chief Executive was appointed to the hospitals and commencement of the integration plans
were postponed pending an internal review of the integration proposal and its compatibility with other potential
changes within Corporate Support Services.  This latest work has involved the production of internal draft
discussion documents which have reassessed the original findings and also considered the potential for utilising
an off-site kitchen for food production. Symonds Pty. Ltd. were requested to advise on the availability of suitable
off-site facilities and their work in this regard is not yet completed.  All of the options that have been considered
are consistent with the original proposal to improve efficiency by consolidating the catering function and have most
food produced at  a single facility.  In  September 1999 the Metropolitan Health Service Board announced plans
to reorganise corporate services across the Metropolitan area. Therefore the Chief Executive intends to submit his
proposals for catering to the Chief Executive of the Metropolitan Health Service before December 1999.

(3) The cost of the Hames Sharley report was $42,660. The estimated cost of Symond’s services is approximately
$7,250. The cost of hospital staff time spent on the review related activities is not calculated separately as this forms
a part of normal  management duties associated with operating and maintaining a catering facility.  

(4) Question 1 refers.

(5) (a)-(b) Question (1) refers.
(c) Yes.
(d) The Chief Executive of the hospitals is considering the options available and will submit his findings to

the Chief Executive Officer of the Metropolitan Health Service.

(6) The minimum estimated cost of capital works is $668,706.

(7) Yes. The Chief Executive has the reports referred to earlier.

(8) (a) Question (1) refers.
(b) Question (1) and (5)(c) refers. 

WESTERN POWER, WESTFIELD PROMOTION CAMPAIGN

951. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Energy:

(1) On what basis did Western Power Corporation choose to promote the Westfield Visa Card rewards program and
not simply a general advertising campaign to encourage customers to pay their accounts by credit card?

(2) What was the cost of the Westfield promotion campaign?

(3) What was the cost of the promotion campaign for Western Power Corporation?

(4) Was the campaign subsidised by the Westfield Visa Card rewards program?

(5) What was the objective of Western Power Corporation in engaging in this kind of advertising campaign?

Mr BARNETT replied:

I am advised by Western Power that:

(1) Western Power chose to become a corporate sponsor/member of the Westfield Visa Card rewards program as it
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has the potential to increase customer satisfaction by enabling card members to earn rewards points that can later
be redeemed for shopping vouchers at Westfield Shopping Centres.  Western Power’s participation enables
Westfield/ANZ Visa card users the choice of earning points by paying their residential electricity bill using the
card.  Customers can use other credit cards to pay their accounts and this is identified on the account.

(2) The cost of the Westfield promotion campaign was $17,450 in total.

(3) The shared cost of the campaign for Western Power is in accordance with the agreement between Western Power
and Westfield, Western Power paid 20% of the total cost (which was $3,490) and Westfield paid 80% ($13,960).

(4) The campaign was not subsidised by the Westfield Visa Card Rewards program.

(5) The objective of this campaign is to provide benefits to our customers and offer them the choice of paying their
residential electricity bills by credit card whilst earning reward points that can be redeemed for their choice of
products.  Western Power is keen to promote additional value to its residential customers.  It is expected that
Western Power’s participation in this program may encourage customers to use electricity in preference to
alternative energy sources.

ALINTAGAS, WORKPLACE AGREEMENTS

953. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Energy:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that at a meeting on Wednesday, 25 August 1999 at the Ballajura Depot attended by
approximately 50 employees of AlintaGas, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO), stated that new employees at
AlintaGas sign a 'Workplace Agreement' or work somewhere else?

(2) Does the Minister support the views expressed by the CEO?

(3) Is the Minister aware that this contravenes the Workplace Agreements Act 1993?

(4) Will the Minister give a commitment that those new employees will be offered a genuine choice of a Workplace
Agreement or an Enterprise Bargaining Agreement (EBA)?

(5) Will the Minister direct AlintaGas not to use 'duress' and give new employees the choice between a Workplace
Agreement or an EBA?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) No statement of this nature was made by the Chief Executive Officer of AlintaGas.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) As the statement was not made, there has been no contravention of the Workplace Agreements Act 1993.

(4) On 24 September 1999 Justice Moore handed down a decision [re Schanka v. Employment National
(Administration) Pty Ltd (FCA1334)] which provides that Australian Workplace Agreements offered to new
employees on its own does not constitute ‘duress’.  Therefore, the offering of an Australian Workplace Agreement
as the only mechanism for employment with a company would not be a breach of the Workplace Relations Act
given that decision.

(5) As no apparent breach of the Act has occurred, the need to direct AlintaGas is negated.

HOSPITALS, POWER BLACKOUT DURING STRIKE

954. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Energy:

(1) Was there a power blackout at major hospitals such as King Edward Memorial Hospital  (KEMH) during the strike
by power station workers at Western Power?

(2) How much power was available during the strike?

(3) How much power is required for KEMH to be operational?

(4) Why were hospitals like KEMH not made a priority in the allocation of power?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) Yes, there was a power blackout at major hospitals such as King Edward Memorial Hospital.

(2) At the time King Edward Memorial Hospital was shed, there was insufficient generating capacity to meet the loan
demand, which was increasing rapidly.

(3) Western Power does not have this information.

(4) Major hospitals are made priority in the allocation of power.  King Edward Memorial Hospital is on stage 5 of a
5 stage load shedding program and was shed as part of a load reduction of at least 500 MW necessary to protect
the electrical system from total collapse.
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WESTERN POWER, DELAYS IN ENTERPRISE BARGAINING

955. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Energy:

(1) Is the Minister aware that in the 1999 State Wage Case decision, the Western Australian Industrial Relations
Commission said that the Government was using strategies to "delay" enterprise bargaining while workplace
agreements were being offered and there were delays in finalising agreements while the employer sought
Government approval before an offer could actually be made?

(2) Were those delaying tactics used by the Government in the enterprise bargaining negotiations between Western
Power and its employees?

(3) Will the Minister provide a guarantee that these strategies will not be used in future enterprise bargaining
negotiations with those departments and statutory authorities within his portfolio?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) The Minister is aware that the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission in its decision noted that,
“Assertions were made about strategies being used to delay enterprise bargaining”.

(2) No delaying tactics were used by Government or Western Power.

(3) Not applicable.

DANGEROUS GOODS TRANSPORTATION

956. Mr PENDAL to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Is it correct that class 2 goods (ie. explosives) will be allowed to be transported through the Graham Farmer
Tunnel?

(2) If so, in the event of a tunnel closure, what other route(s) are likely to be used for the transportation of such goods?

(3) Is it likely that Canning Highway, between the City and Fremantle, is likely to be used as a route?

(4) At present, are class 2 goods allowed to travel on all routes through the metropolitan area or are these restricted?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1)-(4) The West Australian Dangerous Goods Legislation is based on the United Nations Dangerous Goods classification
system.  Explosives are Class 1 Dangerous Goods and Compressed Gases are Class 2.  The information requested
is provided for both classes of dangerous goods.  Commercial blasting explosives will not be allowed to be
transported through the Graham Farmer tunnel, nor will they move along Canning Highway.  In the Perth
metropolitan area, these explosives are restricted to specific routes between the Baldivis Explosives Reserve and
the Northern and Eastern mineral fields.  These routes do not include Canning Highway.

With regard to compressed gases, LP gas and hydrogen fluoride will be prohibited from the Tunnel.  In the event
of a tunnel closure, compressed gases would move the same way as they do for normal commercial transport by
following the major highways.  Transport along Canning Highway would occur for deliveries to sites along or
adjacent to that route. Compressed gases may currently travel on all routes in the metropolitan area but are almost
exclusively restricted to major highways except for deliveries to sites away from those highways.

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, SECTION 9 COMPLIANCE

976. Mr RIEBELING to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Is the Director General of the Ministry of Justice failing to comply with Section 9 of the Public Sector Management
Act 1994?

(2) Has there been any instances in the last two years where the general principles of office conduct have not been
complied with?

(3) Have there been any grievances lodged or inquiries undertaken in the Ministry since January 1997 on such issues?

(4) If yes, how many and who undertook the investigations?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

(1) The Director General of the Ministry of Justice endeavours at all times to comply with Section 9.  This has been
strengthened over the past year by the introduction to Ministry divisions of codes of conduct.

(2) Yes, breaches of the Public Sector Standards in HR Management were as follows:

For the 97/98 financial year - 7 material, 5 non-material.
For the 98/99 financial year - 7 material, 9 non-material.
From 1 July 1999 – 27 October 1999 - 3 material.

During the 97/98 financial year, one breach of Section 9 and the Western Australian Public Sector Code of Ethics
occurred.
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(3) Yes.

(4) From 1 January 1997 – 30 June 1999, Standards Commission data indicates 80 claims for breach of standard have
been received and reviewed.  A further 5 are currently in the review process.  Regarding investigations, please refer
to the answer to Question on Notice 2411, Thursday, 18 September 1997.  The confidential compliance requirement
referred to in the answer is now 9.6 in the current Grievance Resolution Standard.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

977. Mr RIEBELING to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal Affairs:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Premier's responsibility for the financial year 1998-99
on -

(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mr COURT replied:

(a) Six monthly reports providing information on consultants engaged by Government agencies are tabled in
Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain details of total expenditure on consultants.

(b) Annual reports tabled in Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act contain the
agency’s operating statement, which discloses a total incurred on administrative expenses including contracts and
services.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on costs of services.

(c) Quarterly reports detailing overseas and interstate travel undertaken by Ministers and government officials are
tabled in Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on total expenditure for
overseas travel and accommodation.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

979. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Attorney General's responsibility for the financial
year 1998-99 on -

(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(a) Six monthly reports providing information on consultants engaged by Government agencies are tabled in
Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain details of total expenditure on consultants.

(b) Annual reports tabled in Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act contain the
agency’s operating statement, which discloses a total incurred on administrative expenses including contracts and
services.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on costs of services.

(c) Quarterly reports detailing overseas and interstate travel undertaken by Ministers and government officials are
tabled in Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on total expenditure for
overseas travel and accommodation.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

983. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Planning; Employment and Training; Heritage:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Minister's responsibility for the financial year 1998-99
on -

(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(a) Six monthly reports providing information on consultants engaged by Government agencies are tabled in
Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain details of total expenditure on consultants.

(b) Annual reports tabled in Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act contain the
agency’s operating statement, which discloses a total incurred on administrative expenses including contracts and
services.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on costs of services.

(c) Quarterly reports detailing overseas and interstate travel undertaken by Ministers and government officials are
tabled in Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on total expenditure for
overseas travel and accommodation.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

984. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Family and Children's Services; Seniors; Women's Interests:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Minister's responsibility for the financial year 1998-99
on -

(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(a) Six monthly reports providing information on consultants engaged by Government agencies are tabled in
Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain details of total expenditure on consultants.

(b) Annual reports tabled in Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act contain the
agency’s operating statement, which discloses a total incurred on administrative expenses including contracts and
services.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on costs of services.

(c) Quarterly reports detailing overseas and interstate travel undertaken by Ministers and government officials are
tabled in Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on total expenditure for
overseas travel and accommodation.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

990. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Works; Services; Youth; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Minister's responsibility for the financial year 1998-99
on -

(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mr BOARD replied:

(a) Six monthly reports providing information on consultants engaged by Government agencies are tabled in
Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain details of total expenditure on consultants.

(b) Annual reports tabled in Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act contain the
agency’s operating statement, which discloses a total incurred on administrative expenses including contracts and
services.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on costs of services.

(c) Quarterly reports detailing overseas and interstate travel undertaken by Ministers and government officials are
tabled in Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on total expenditure for
overseas travel and accommodation.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

994. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Minister's responsibility for the financial year 1998-99
on -

(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(a) Six monthly reports providing information on consultants engaged by Government agencies are tabled in
Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain details of total expenditure on consultants.

(b) Annual reports tabled in Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act contain the
agency’s operating statement, which discloses a total incurred on administrative expenses including contracts and
services.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on costs of services.

(c) Quarterly reports detailing overseas and interstate travel undertaken by Ministers and government officials are
tabled in Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on total expenditure for
overseas travel and accommodation.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

997. Mr RIEBELING to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Minister's responsibility for the financial year 1998-99
on -
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(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

(a) Six monthly reports providing information on consultants engaged by Government agencies are tabled in
Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain details of total expenditure on consultants.

(b) Annual reports tabled in Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act contain the
agency’s operating statement, which discloses a total incurred on administrative expenses including contracts and
services.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on costs of services.

(c) Quarterly reports detailing overseas and interstate travel undertaken by Ministers and government officials are
tabled in Parliament.  The member should access these reports to obtain information on total expenditure for
overseas travel and accommodation.

PRISON SERVICES BUDGET

1001. Mr RIEBELING to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) What has been the total prison services budget and cost per day per prisoner for the financial years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99?

(2) What is the basis for the information on which these outcomes are determined?

(3) Is this information available in the Ministry of Justice's annual reports?

(4) For the 1998-99 financial year were there any significant one off costs that impacted on the Prison Service's
budgetary outcome?

(5) If so, what were these costs and the associated issues?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

(1) (a)-(c) Prison Services Budget Cost Per Day Per Prisoner
1996-97 $104.066M 1996-97 $139.65 (cash)
1997-98 $114.001M 1997-98 $169.20 (cash/accrual)
1998-99 $122.188M 1998-99 $163.24 (cash/accrual)

(2) The Prison Services budget contains funds for the operation of all adult prisons, head office, health, programs,
special operations unit known as the emergency support group (ESG), officer training and prison asset maintenance
costs.  Cost per prisoner per day is derived from the total cost of managing adults in custody, divided by the daily
average muster, divided by days in custody. 

(3) No - the cash appropriation and cash accrual financial statements in the Ministry of Justice annual reports only
report at Program (1996/97) and Output levels – 1997-98 onwards as per Treasury Budget Statements. The
Program/Output level is reported as Offender Management however Prison Services represents a major part of the
appropriations.

(4) Yes - the Christmas Day Casuarina incident/riot.

(5) Costs are still ongoing however $154,000 of capital costs has been incurred for damage to the prison because of
the riot.  The total cost of the security upgrade for Casuarina Prison is detailed below.

Units 2 to 6 Management Fencing/Movement Control …………………… $500,000
Units 1 to 6 Workstation and Secure Lines Upgrade ……………………… $950,000
Unit 1 Management and Movement Control ……………………………… $550,000
Total Cost ……………………………………………………..…………. $2,000,000

Most of the work has already been carried out and the upgrade is scheduled for completion by the end of November
1999.  It is also estimated that for 1998/99 $1.4M was incurred as recurrent expenditure to manage the change in
prison management until the prison is fully operational.

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, SELECTION PROCESSES

1002. Mr RIEBELING to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

Will the Director General of the Ministry of Justice give an assurance that all selection processes within the Ministry are
directed towards, and based on a proper assessment of merit, equality and not based on patronage?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

The Ministry has not had a finding of breach of the Public Sector Recruitment, Selection and Appointment Standard in HR
Management on the basis of patronage made against it.  The following continuous improvement processes are in place or
being planned:
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HR quality assurance checks.
The review and re-documentation of staff selection policies and processes.
Review and re-training of employees in staff selection methods and requirements.

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, CUSTODIAL INSPECTION TEAM

1004. Mr RIEBELING to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Who are the members of the Ministry of Justice's Custodial Inspection Team?

(2) Is the Inspection Team mainly focussing on the State's prisons?

(3) Do the members of the Inspection Team have prison experience?

(4) If so -

(a) what substantive positions have they held in prisons; and
(b) when were they last employed in these prisons?

(5) Will there be an assurance that the recommendations from the Inspection Team will be fully funded and
implemented?

(6) If not, why not?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

The Minister for Justice has provided the following reply.

(1) Bill Cullen, Janice Shuard, Maeve Barry and Michael Vickery.  The team has been assisted by Simon Boddis,
British Home Office and Bill Milroy, Ministry of Justice Aboriginal Policy and Services.   The team reports to Dr.
Robert Fitzgerald, Executive Director, Policy and Legislation.

(2)-(3) Yes.

(4) (a) Bill Cullen has been employed as a Senior Education Officer in New South Wales prisons and has been
extensively involved in the development of offender management policy and the conduct of numerous
reviews, in New South Wales and Western Australian prisons.

Janice Shuard is the Superintendent of Banksia Hill Juvenile Detention Centre.  She has been the
Superintendent, Rangeview Remand Centre and Assistant Superintendent of Casuarina Prison.  She was
a Regional Coordinator of Prisoner Welfare, and a Welfare Officer at the C.W. Campbell Remand Centre,
Fremantle Prison and Canning Vale Prison following placements as a prison officer at Bandyup Women’s
Prison, Roebourne and Wyndham Regional Prisons.

Maeve Barry has been a prison officer at Bandyup Women’s Prison and Wooroloo Prison Farm, a First
Class Prison Officer and Bail Coordinator at the C.W. Campbell Remand Centre and Senior Officer at
Casuarina Prison. 

Michael Vickery has been a prison officer at Canning Vale Prison and Roebourne Regional Prison. 

(b) Bill Cullen -1984
Janice Shuard- December 1992
Maeve Barry- August 1998
Michael Vickery- 1991

(5) The Ministry has been requested to develop action plans in response to each of the inspection reports which I will
table.  Funding necessary to implement recommendations will be subject to the normal budgetary process.

(6) Not applicable.

MINES SAFETY INSPECTORATE

1011. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Will the Minister advise, how many full time equivalents (FTE's) are employed in the mines safety inspectorate now
and for each of the years 1993 to 1999?

(2) Will the Minister advise what procedure is in place for the random inspection of mine sites for safety compliance
and how many FTE's have responsibility for this duty?

(3) Will the Minister advise how the 104 FTE's referred to in output 6 are employed and state the location of their
employment?

(4) How will the Minister measure "the percentage of compliance with requirements as measured at the time of the first
audit and the subsequent improvement" and what will be the date of each such audit?

(5) Has the first audit been conducted?

(6) If not, when did it occur?
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(7) If so, will the Minister provide details?

(8) Will the Minister provide a breakdown of operating revenues received and estimated?

(9) Will the Minister account for the increase in net output?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) The FTE’s employed within the Mining Operations Division of the Department of Minerals and Energy to carry
out the mine safety inspectorate function (which includes regional inspectors, technical specialists and support staff)
since 1993 have been as follows:

1993 - 80
1994 - 86
1995 - 74
1996 - 80
1997 - 75
1998 - 79
1999 - 77

(2) The Department plans to conduct approximately 2 000 random site inspections this year in addition to 250 safety
audits.  Inspection visits are planned to ensure an appropriate but not necessarily regular period between visits and
to maximise the use of resources, with inspection trips including a number of sites in the one locality.  The
inspections are carried out by district inspectors, special inspectors and employee’s inspectors; a total of 54
inspectors.

(3) The estimate of 104 FTE’s in Output No. 6 for 1999-2000 included 77 staff currently employed within the Mining
Operations Division:

Location FTE’s Function
Kalgoorlie 13 Inspectors 11

Support staff   2
Kalgoorlie 8.5 Inspectors   7

Support staff 1.5
Collie 7.5 Inspectors   6

Support staff 1.5
Perth 48 Inspectors 30

Support staff 18

The balance of 27 includes allowance of one FTE for future employment in that Division plus the allocation to
Output 6 of centralised Departmental Corporate Services – e.g financial services, human resources and computer
services.

(4)-(7) An audit process will be used to measure compliance.  The process involves a series of audits at each mine site over
an extended period of time.  At each mine site audit compliance is measured against a set of standards defined by
the Department’s inspectorate for the type of audit being undertaken.  The Department aims to conduct a
Management Safety System audit (broad safety management issues) and a range of High Impact Function audits
(relating to major hazards) on each mine employing over 50 people within each three year period.  A similar
process for the smaller mine sites is currently under development.  The audit process formally commenced in 1996-
97 and repeat auditing for comparison purposes will commence this year.  Audit results are entered into a database
(MODAMS) which can be used to report changes between audits for a single mine site, for selected industry or
commodity groups, or across the whole industry in Western Australia.

(8) The following is a breakdown of operating revenues for Output 6 received during 1998-99:

Fees from Mine Management Certification $29 000
Allocation to Output 6 of corporate revenue $12 000

$41 000
Less loss on disposal of equipment   $5 000
TOTAL $36 000

The estimated 1998-99 operating revenue for Output 6 was $81 000 as shown in the 1999-2000 budget papers.

(9) No increase in output as measured by the number of operating mines regulated was forecast for Output 6 in the
1999-2000 budget papers.

MR IAN LAURENCE, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS

1012. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the appointment of Mr Ian Laurence to various sporting bodies or Departments and ask -

(a) which partly or wholly Government, Lotteries or Healthways funded sporting bodies has he been appointed to;

(b) where are they situated;

(c) what Healthways, Lotteries or Government funding do each of these bodies receive each financial year;

(d) how much is Mr Laurence paid in each of these positions on an annual basis;
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(e) who appointed Mr Laurence to each of these positions and on the advice of which body or person; and

(f) what other positions does Mr Laurence occupy on Government Boards or bodies?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) Mr Laurance is appointed as Chairman of the WA Sports Centre Trust.

(b) The WA Sports Centre Trust office is located at Challenge Stadium in Mt Claremont.

(c) The WA Sports Centre Trust receives an annual allocation from the Consolidated Fund.  In the 1999/2000 financial
year the allocation is $2 608 000.

(d) $17 000.

(e) The Minister for Sport & Recreation.

(f) Mr Laurance does not occupy any other positions within the Sport and Recreation portfolio.

MR BARRY MacKINNON, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS

1013. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the appointment of Mr Barry MacKinnon to various sporting bodies or Departments and ask -

(a) which partly or wholly Government, Lotteries or Healthways funded sporting bodies has he been appointed to;

(b) where are they situated;

(c) what Healthways, Lotteries or Government funding do each of these bodies receive each financial year;

(d) how much is Mr MacKinnon paid in each of these positions on an annual basis;

(e) who appointed Mr MacKinnon to each of these positions and on the advice of which body or person; and

(f) what other positions does Mr MacKinnon occupy on Government Boards or bodies?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) None.

(b)-(e) Not applicable.

(f) Chairman, Disabilities Service Commission.
Chairman, Fire and Emergency Services Authority.

MR PETER BACICH, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS

1015. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the appointment of Mr Peter Bacich to various sporting bodies or Departments and ask -

(a) which partly or wholly Government, Lotteries or Healthways funded sporting bodies has he been appointed to;

(b) where are they situated;

(c) what Healthways, Lotteries or Government funding do each of these bodies receive each financial year;

(d) how much is Mr Bacich paid in each of these positions on an annual basis;

(e) who appointed Mr Bacich to each of these positions and on the advice of which body or person; and

(f) what other positions does Mr Bacich occupy on Government Boards or bodies?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) AthleticA.

(b) West Perth.

(c) Sports Lottery Account -$150 000
Healthway -  $63 000

(d) Nil.

(e) Minister for Sport and Recreation on recommendation from Board of AthleticA.

(f) None.

MR GRAHAM MOSS, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS

1016. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the appointment of Mr Graham Moss to various sporting bodies or Departments and ask -
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(a) which partly or wholly Government, Lotteries or Healthways funded sporting bodies has he been appointed to;

(b) where are they situated;

(c) what Healthways, Lotteries or Government funding do each of these bodies receive each financial year;

(d) how much is Mr Moss paid in each of these positions on an annual basis;

(e) who appointed Mr Moss to each of these positions and on the advice of which body or person; and

(f) what other positions does Mr Moss occupy on Government Boards or bodies?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) Mr Moss is employed as the Chief Executive Officer of the WA Sports Centre Trust and in accordance with the
provisions of the WA Sports Centre Trust Act, is also an ex officio member of all Committees established by the
Trust.

(b) Challenge Stadium in Mt Claremont.

(c) The WA Sports Centre Trust receives an annual allocation from the Consolidated fund.  In the 1999/2000 financial
year the allocation is $2 608 000.

(d) As CEO Mr Moss is paid a current annual salary of $104 525.

(e) See answer to (a).

(f) Mr Moss does not occupy any other positions within the Sport and Recreation Ministry.

CHANNEL 31

1023. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) Is the Minister aware of Channel 31?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Channel 31 provides -

(a) a completely local service;
(b) opportunities for local talent;
(c) opportunities for new ideas; and
(d) local (WA) - Perth content?

(3) Does the Government support the establishment of Channel 31 as it provides real employment and training
opportunities for Western Australians, and particularly young Western Australians?

(4) Does the Minister agree that the public interest is served by Channel 31 being established?

(5) If so, does the Minister have any plans to provide further financial support to Channel 31 in its early stages to
ensure it succeeds?

(6) Has the Minister/Government been approached by Channel 31 for funding support during this initial financially
sensitive period?

(7) Is the Government prepared to consider the request for financial support?

(8) Will the financial support be provided to Channel 31?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1)-(4) Yes.

(5) Government has strongly supported Channel 31 from its inception and funded engineering planning by specialised
broadcasting consultants for the station.  Upon formation of the Channel 31 Consortium, financial support was
given by Government agencies directly.  Westlink at the Department of Contract and Management Services,
partnering with the Department of Training’s TAFE Communications Network, has made a substantial contribution. 
The Office of Higher Education in the Department of Education Services was instrumental in obtaining Federal
funding on behalf of the universities for the station’s transmitter.

(6) Yes.

(7)-(8) The Office of Information and Communications at the Department of Commerce and Trade is currently
investigating options for assisting the station.  These investigations are not yet complete.

BELVIDERE SUBDIVISION, REPORT ON OIL LEAK

1025. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Energy:

(1) Will the Minister table the report prepared by environmental consultants to Western Power on the oil leak in the
Belvidere subdivision in East Perth?

(2) If not, why not?
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Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) Yes.  [See paper No 368.]

(2) Not applicable.

DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES, VAN AALST FAMILY

1028. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Family and Children's Services:

I refer to the complaints made to the Minister by the Van Aalst family and ask -

(a) what action has the Minister taken;

(b) when did the Minister refer the matter to the Child Protection Council (CPC), and why;

(c) does the Minister concede that the Department of Family and Children's Services has handled this complaint poorly;

(d) if not, why not;

(e) what meetings have occurred with the Van Aalst family, and when;

(f) what was the outcome of each such meeting;

(g) what terms of reference were given to the CPC;

(h) what meetings were held between the Minister's office and the CPC;

(i) will the Minister give details of when and where such meetings were held and with whom;

(j) when did the Minister receive the report of the CPC on this issue;

(k) why did the Minister not table it in Parliament for several months;

(l) did the Minister provide a briefing in relation to this report; and

(m) if not, why not?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(a) In relation to all of Mr and Mrs Van Aalst’s correspondence to me, I have sought comment and advice from the
Department of Family and Children’s Services.  The information has been reviewed by senior staff in the
department.  I am satisfied with departmental actions in these matters.  I have communicated my finding to Mr and
Mrs Van Aalst following all correspondence.

(b) At the inaugural meeting of the WA Child Protection Council, 28 May 1998.  The request followed on from a
meeting with WA Council Of Social Service (WACOSS) in March 1998, who had called on the State Government
on 26 March 1998: “to investigate how relevant government and community organisations can improve their
systems and practices to prevent or minimise such tragedies from occurring and what checks and balances can be
put in place to ensure that our systems are working effectively”.

(c) No.

(d) The findings of the WA Child Protection Council indicated the case reviewed did not illustrate any serious breach
of practice.

(e) Family and Children’s Services file records show there were in excess of 20 contacts/meetings in the period 28
August 1990 to 14 April 1993 with a member of the Van Aalst family.  These were related to Michael Van Aalst’s
juvenile offending behaviour.  As from July 1993 case management of juvenile offenders, including Michael Van
Aalst, was taken over by the Ministry of Justice. Family and Children’s Services records show that a field worker
met with Michael Van Aalst on three occasions in hospital or at the family home following the boy’s motor vehicle
accident in 1994.  Mrs Van Aalst was present at two of these visits and Mr Van Aalst at one.  The Southern Zone
Manager for Family and Children’s Services met with Mr Van Aalst 9 January 1998.  Numerous offers for Mr Van
Aalst to contact the Manager of the Mandurah Office have also been made during 1998 and 1999.

(f) The contacts between 28 August 1990 and 14 April 1993 were all related to the management of Michael Van
Aalst’s offending behaviour.  From July 1993 all case management of juvenile offending was dealt with by the
Ministry of Justice.  The contacts with Michael Van Aalst following his motor vehicle accident were at the request
of the boy’s friends to assist his recovery.  It is understood that these visits were appreciated by family members. 
In the meeting between Mr Van Aalst and Manager, Southern Zone 9 January 1998, Mr Van Aalst did not accept
explanations put to him concerning departmental action and declined services offered to him.

(g) To establish processes that applied during the case, to critique the processes currently in place, to determine
whether any gaps in processes remained and identify possible process concerns.

(h)-(i) I was present at the commencement of the inaugural Council meeting of 28 May 1998, with my Chief of Staff.  This
meeting was held on the 10th  Floor, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street West Perth, in the Ministerial Conference
Room.  Council members present were Ms Walter, Ms Allen, Mr Budiselik, Ms Callow, Mr Fialho, Dr Mcdonald,
Dr Meemeduma, Mr Roberts, Mr Schwass and Ms Couch.  I attended the Council meeting of 6 November 1998,
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with my Senior Advisor.  This meeting was held on the 10th Floor, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street West Perth,
in Ministerial Conference Room.  Council members present were Ms Walter, Ms Allen, Mr Budiselik, Ms Callow,
Mr Fialho, Ms Lucas, Dr Meemeduma, Mr Roberts, Mr Schwass, Mr Miller, Ms Pereira and Ms Couch.

(j) 23 December 1998.

(k) The report was used as part of the deliberation process of Government as one step in a process to further improve
responses to child abuse.  The WA Child Protection Council review was received 23 December 1998, and 3 January
1999 a copy was forwarded to the Minister for Police for his consideration, regarding joint actions that could be
undertaken by Police and Family and Children's Services.  WACOSS were also informed at that time that the
review had been received.  On 5 February 1999 Family and Children's Services and the WA Child Protection
Council were advised of my response to the recommendations arising from the WA Child Protection Council
review. The response to these recommendations is being progressed.

(l) Ministerial statement made in Parliament 17 August 1999 following question without notice by the member during
question time on 12 August 1999.

(m) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING

1029. Ms ANWYL to the Premier:

(1) How much funding has been allocated from the Premier's Department's budget for each of the years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98;
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) 1999-2000,

for the purposes of -

(i) Native Title litigation; and
(ii) legal opinions and advice (relating to Native Title issues)?

(2) How many staff are or have been employed by the Premier's Department to work on issues relating to Native Title
either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(3) How many consultants are or have been employed by the Premier's Department to work on issues relating to Native
Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(4) What is or has been the cost of each such consultant and the name of each and period of tenure?

(5) In the case of an existing contract what is the length of each such contract?

Mr COURT replied:

(1) There has been no specific budget allocation for litigation or legal opinions and no actual expenditure by the
Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet for Native Title litigation.  The actual expenditure on legal opinions and advice
is:

(a) 1996-97 - $155,026
(b) 1997-98 - $159,778
(c) 1998-99 - $35,095
(d) 1999-2000 - nil to date

(2) (a) 1996/97 – 4 persons;
1997/98 – 6 persons;
1998/99 – 6 persons; and
1999/2000 – 6 persons.

(b) None.

(3) (a) 9.
(b) None.

(4) $54,000, AMR Quantum Harris, 26/2/98 to 3/3/98. 
$399,606, Freehill Hollingdale & Page, various consultations between 20/11/95 and 25/9/98.
$1,500, Mr Scott Cane, 25/5/98 to 27/5/98.
$53,825, AJ Dowling, 3/8/98 to 2/3/99.
$5,000, Graham Hiley QC, 2/6/99 to 5/6/99.
$5,400 JD Stewart, 6 /7/98 to 13/8/98.
$1,635, University of WA Anthropology Dept, 18/8/98.
$87,283, Wanati Pty Ltd, various consultations between 20/10/98 and 30/6/99.   
$18,330, RK Morland, various consultations between 6/5/96 and 28/7/97.  
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(5) Wanati Pty Ltd, 28/9/99 to 29/6/2000.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING

1030. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) How much funding has been allocated from the Minister's Department's budget for each of the years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98;
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) 1999-2000,

for the purposes of -

(i) Native Title litigation; and
(ii) legal opinions and advice (relating to Native Title issues)?

(2) How many staff are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to Native Title
either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(3) How many consultants are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to Native
Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(4) What is or has been the cost of each such consultant and the name of each and period of tenure?

(5) In the case of an existing contract what is the length of each such contract?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) Nil.

(2) (a) None.
(b) Four staff primarily employed in the areas of Aboriginal Sites, Family History and Archives Service.

(3) (a)-(b) None.

(4)-(5) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING

1033. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Planning:

(1) How much funding has been allocated from the Minister's Department's budget for each of the years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98;
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) 1999-2000,

for the purposes of -

(i) Native Title litigation; and
(ii) legal opinions and advice (relating to Native Title issues)?

(2) How many staff are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to Native Title
either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(3) How many consultants are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to Native
Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(4) What is or has been the cost of each such consultant and the name of each and period of tenure?

(5) In the case of an existing contract what is the length of each such contract?

Mr KIERATH replied:

Ministry for Planning
(1)-(3) Nil.
(4)-(5) Not applicable.
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Office of the Minister for Planning (Appeals)
(1)-(3) Nil.
(4)-(5) Not applicable.

East Perth Redevelopment Authority
(1) (a) (i)-(ii) Nil.

(b) (i)-(ii) Nil.
(c) (i) Nil.

(ii) $360
(d) (i)-(ii) Nil.

(2)-(3) Nil.
(4)-(5) Not applicable.

Subiaco Redevelopment Authority
(1)-(3) Nil.
(4)-(5) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING

1040. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Primary Industry:

(1) How much funding has been allocated from the Minister's Department's budget for each of the years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98;
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) 1999-2000,

for the purposes of -

(i) Native Title litigation; and
(ii) legal opinions and advice (relating to Native Title issues)?

(2) How many staff are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to Native Title
either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(3) How many consultants are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to Native
Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(4) What is or has been the cost of each such consultant and the name of each and period of tenure?

(5) In the case of an existing contract what is the length of each such contract?

Mr HOUSE replied:

Agriculture Western Australia
(1) (a)-(d) Nil.

(2) (a)-(b) Nil.

(3) (a)-(b) Nil.

(4)-(5) Not applicable.

Fisheries Western Australia
(1) (a)-(d) There has been no specific budget allocation for litigation or legal opinions and advice relating to Native

Title issues in the years specified.  However, in house legal officers have prepared advice from time to
time on Native Title issues as they have arisen.

(2) (a)-(b) Information about staff numbers specifically employed to work on Native Title issues appears below:
-  1.0 FTE was employed to work on Native Title issues between October 1995 and February 1998.
-  0.1 FTE (approx) was employed to work on a specific Native Title project in 1996-97 and
-  0.1 FTE duties are specifically related to Native Title on an ongoing basis.

In addition to the above, a number of agency staff are required to work on Native Title issues as they arise
in connection with their respective areas of responsibility.

(3) (a)-(b) The agency has employed one consultant to work on Native Title issues.

(4) The cost of the consultancy was $4660.  The consultant was Wanati Pty Ltd.  The period of the
consultancy was from 1 January 1999 to 30 June 1999.

(5) Not applicable.

CHILD PROTECTION COUNCIL, ESTABLISHMENT

1041. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Family and Children's Services:

(1) When was the decision to establish a Child Protection Council made?
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(2) Will the Minister provide details of the Constitution of members and a time frame for their appointment?

(3) Does the decision represent an acknowledgment that the decision to abolish the Advisory Co-ordinating Committee
on Child Abuse (ACCA) was wrong?

(4) How often will the Council meet?

(5) What resources will the Council receive?

(6) What meetings have occurred to date and what was the business discussed?

(7) What staff is employed by the Council?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1) Approval for the WA Child Protection Council by Cabinet was 12 May 1997, subject to funding being provided
from within the existing budget of Family and Children's Services.

(2) Yes.
Current Membership Representation Commence Date Expiry Date

Ms Rae Walter (Chair) Independent Chair 20/04/98 20/04/00

Ms Sue Allen Community Representative 20/04/98 20/04/00

Mr Bill Budiselik Family and Children’s Services 20/04/98 20/04/00

Ms Cath Callow Community Representative 20/04/98 20/04/00

Det Supt David Caporn WA Police Service 16/04/99 20/04/00

Mr Mel Fialho Community Representative 20/04/98 20/04/00

Ms Eve Lucas Education Department of WA 20/04/98 20/04/00

Dr Pauline Meemeduma Community Representative 20/04/98 20/04/00

Mr David Roberts Community Representative 20/04/98 20/04/00

Mr Timothy Schwass Ministry of Justice 20/04/98 20/04/00

Dr Peter Winterton Princess Margaret Hospital For Children 05/03/99 20/04/00

(3) No.

(4) Monthly.

(5) The WA Child Protection Council has been allocated a budget to cover costs of operation.

(6) Monthly since May 1998.  The Council provides comment and advice to the Minister on policy issues and other
related matters at the Minister’s request.

(7) The Council is not an employer however, it is supported by a project officer and part time administrative officer.

REGISTRY OF THE WA INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION, TELEPHONE CALLS MONITORING

1042. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) When did the Registry of the Western Australian Industrial Relations Commission (WAIRC) install a system to
allow the monitoring of telephone calls?

(2) Is this system capable of monitoring who all outgoing calls are made to?

(3) Is this system capable of monitoring the number from which all telephone calls are made into the Registry of
WAIRC?

(4) Do employees of the Registry conduct the system capable of monitoring conversations over the telephone?

(5) What were the full cost of purchasing and/or installing this monitoring system?

(6) Are Commissioners telephone calls also able to be monitored?

(7) Do any Commissioners have access to the data from the monitoring system?

(8) Why was it found necessary to install such a monitoring system within the Registry of the WAIRC?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The Department of the Registrar, WA Industrial Relations Commission has no system to allow monitoring of
telephone calls.  In June 1998 the department, for Y2K and operating system reasons, replaced an ageing telephone
call statistical measuring system with a newer commonly used telephone call statistical measuring system.

(2) The system is capable of noting the number to which calls are made.

(3) The system cannot record the number of an incoming call.
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(4) No that part dealing with supervisor/call centre monitoring was never installed.

(5) $2 370.

(6) Not those made by private lines and chambers traffic is not statistically recorded.

(7) No.

(8) Evaluating statistical information in respect of PABX and line operation.  Making decisions about how much line
space to purchase from the public network.  Checking that carrier billing charges fit with out statistics.  As a
financial management tool to ensure phone call costs and traffic are managed efficiently.

REGISTRY OF THE WA INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

1044. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Who is currently the Director of Operations within the Registry of the Western Australian Industrial Relations
Commission (WAIRC)?

(2) On what date was this Officer appointment as Director of Operations of the Registry of the WAIRC?

(3) When was the position of Director of Operations of the Registry of the WAIRC formally created?

(4) When the position of Director of Operations was created was the vacancy advertised?

(5) If so, when and on what dates were such advertisements placed?

(6) If not, why was this vacancy not advertised?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) Mr John Rossi.

(2)-(3) 19 January 1998.

(4) No.

(5) Not applicable.

(6) Mr Rossi was transferred at level, into the position from the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations.

CHAMBER OF MINERALS AND ENERGY, CLAIMS ABOUT ECONOMIC GROWTH IN WA

1046. Mr BROWN to the Treasurer:

(1) Is the Treasurer aware of correspondence from the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia Inc dated
28 September 1999 to a number of Members of Parliament concerning the minerals growth in Western Australia?

(2) Is the Premier aware that in that letter the Chamber noted that previous research undertaken by it revealed ‘that in
the 1990s, growth in the minerals industry explained virtually all of the difference between the Australian and
significantly higher Western Australian economic growth rates.'?

(3) Does the Treasury analysis of economic growth rates in Australia and Western Australia reach the same conclusions
as that of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy?

(4) If not, in what way do the Treasury conclusions differ from those of the Chamber of Minerals and Energy?

Mr COURT replied:

(1)-(4) The mining sector is clearly the largest industry sector in the Western Australian economy (accounting for 20 per
cent of all industry income).  It has also performed very strongly over the 1990s, growing at an average of 10.6%
per annum, twice the national average.  Growth in exports and business investment (which make up a large
proportion of the State economy) is driven directly by the minerals and energy sectors.  For instance, more than
80% of growth in business investment over the 1990s was attributable to the mining sector. Also, minerals and
energy contributed over 60% of growth in commodity exports over the 1990s.  The combined contribution of
resource investment and exports growth to overall GSP growth has averaged 2.7 percentage points or around 53.0%
of total expenditure growth over the 1990s.  

Growth in the minerals sector also has significant indirect impacts on the other components of economic growth
in Western Australia.  For instance, growth in the mining sector flows through to the construction, fabrication and
services industries, and also to incomes.  This in turn, leads to an increase in other areas of the economy by
stimulating private consumption and housing construction activity.

One of the main reasons for the impressive performance of the resource sector has been the diversity of both
commodities recovered and their export destinations.  This has been supported by reforms (such as those in the gas
market) which have enhanced the international competitiveness of Western Australian industries.  Those reforms
have also made viable a shift to downstream processing of the State's vast mineral wealth.  It should be noted,
however, that despite the importance of the minerals sector, Western Australia is not entirely dependent on it for
growth above the national average.  All industry sectors, with the exception of manufacturing, have grown at a
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faster pace than nationally over the 1990s.  This performance, though impressive, is limited by the ongoing
frustration, for both industry and indigenous communities, created by unworkable native title legislation.  This
remains a major constraint to future development of the State's resource industry, and the further realisation of
downstream processing opportunities.

MINISTER FOR ENERGY, COMMENT ON INVESTMENT IN MINING AND DOWNSTREAM PROCESSING

1047. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Energy:

(1) Was the Minister interviewed by Eoin Cameron on ABC Radio on 5 October 1999 concerning power prices in
Western Australia?

(2) In defence of the power prices to industry, did the Minister say Western Australia attracted 60% of all Australian
investment in mining and downstream processing in the last few years?

(3) If not, what did the Minister say?

(4) To what extent has the percentage referred to by the Minister increased or decreased compared to the years -

(a) 1993;
(b) 1994;
(c) 1995;
(d) 1996;
(e) 1997; and
(f) 1998?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) The Minister was interviewed by Eoin Cameron on ABC Radio on 6 October 1999.

(2)-(3) The Minister said, “We attracted last year, into this State, 60% of all the mining and petroleum investment of
Australia.”

(4) The Western Australian share of national mining investment was as follows:

1992/93 57.4%
1993/94 59.7%
1994/95 57.6%
1995/96 56.9%
1996/97 47.4%
1997/98 52.2%

REGIONAL PURCHASING COMPACT

1053. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Services:

(1) Does the Government have a regional purchasing compact?

(2) What is the purpose of the compact?

(3) What benefits are provided under the compact?

(4) When the Government enters into arrangements with a head contractor for work in a region, is that head contractor
required to apply the regional compact benefits to sub contracts it offers in the region?

(5) What arrangements does the Government have to enforce its regional purchasing compact on head contractors when
allocating contracts in regions?

(6) Does the Government check to ascertain that head contractors have complied with the regional purchasing compact
when allocating contracts in the regions?

(7) What is the nature of the check carried out by the Government to ensure head contractors apply the regional
purchasing compact?

Mr BOARD replied:

I am advised that:

(1) Yes - the Government has the Regional Buying Compact.

(2) To promote economic development through the use of Government buying in regional areas.

(3) The benefit is a preference to regionally based contractors and for the use of regional suppliers and services in order
to achieve increased economic activity, employment opportunities and small business participation in the
Government buying process.

(4) Generally, the Regional Buying Compact is only applied to the head contractor at the point of tender evaluation. 
In most circumstances it is beneficial for the head contractor to use local contractors to obtain a Local Content
Preference.  

(5) The obligation is on the Head Contractor to apply for the preference and for Government agencies to manage
performance.
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(6) Yes.

(7) Regional content is assessed at the point of tender evaluation, as part of the contract terms and conditions, and
through reporting during the contract management process. The obligation is on Government agencies to ensure
that Head Contractors deliver on any commitments outlined in their contracts.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SELECTION PROCEDURES AND REGIONAL PURCHASING COMPACT

1054. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Services:

(1) When Government departments and agencies call for tenders, are they required to select the company/person who
can competently perform the work at the least cost?

(2) In selecting tenderers, is there an obligation on the departments and agencies to select the company that can perform
the work in the most cost effective way?

(3) Does the Chief Executive Officer of each department and agency have the responsibility to ensure companies
selected to fill Government contracts are capable of performing the work in the most cost effective way?

(4) Is it up to each department and agency to apply the regional purchasing compact?

(5) Do departments and agencies face a conflict of interest between, on the one hand, selecting the most cost effective
contractor and, on the other hand, applying the regional purchasing compact?

(6) If not why not?

(7) Is it true that if a Government department or agency selects a contractor using the regional purchasing agreement
it could cost that department or agency five or ten percent more?

(8) Where this occurs, does that department or agency obtain from Treasury a reimbursement of the cost differential?

(9) If not why not?

(10) If not, is there an incentive for departments and agencies to ignore the regional purchasing compact and thus save
the five or ten percent additional cost?

Mr BOARD replied:

I am advised that:

(1) Departments and agencies are required to select the company/person that provides the best ‘value for money’. 
Generally this will be the supplier offering the least price but, depending on the complexity of the goods/services
required, there are other factors that may need to be considered in assessing tender bids, including:
whole of life cycle costs;
technical merits of the product or service;
risk factors that may impact on cost and value;
the capacity of the tenderer (ie. financial, managerial and technical abilities); and
any wider benefits to the State.

The Commission in its “Contract Process” guidelines outlines the key steps in evaluating offers and comparing
capability, affordability and risk. These considerations are designed to achieve the best overall value.

(2)-(3) Chief Executive Officers have a responsibility to ensure purchasing decisions are based on best ‘value for money’
but in doing so must have regard for Government policies, such as the Regional Buying Compact.

(4) Yes.

(5)-(6) The Regional Buying Compact is designed to support local industry by affording local suppliers an advantage
through preference measures.  Applying these measures may, in some instances, involve a balance between
obtaining the lowest bid and awarding work to a local supplier.  

(7) Under the Compact there is provision for agencies to pay up to 10% extra, within specified limits, to support local
industry.

(8)-(10)
All agencies have an obligation to apply Government policy in undertaking their business activity and incur any
associated costs.  However, there is provision through the State Supply Commission policy on ‘value for money’
to request additional funding from Treasury if required.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IMPACT OF LONG-TERM CONTRACTS ON SMALL BUSINESSES IN
REGIONAL AREAS

1055. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Services:

(1) Are Government departments and agencies encouraged to maintain regular communication with the contractors
frequently used for Government work?

(2) When departments and agencies enter into large long term contracts which will have the effect of removing work
from smaller contractors traditionally used by that department or agency, is there any obligation on the department
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or agency concerned to enter into discussions with those smaller contractors before the large long term contract is
put out to tender.?

(3) If not why not?

(4) Is it true that a number of large long term Government contracts disadvantaged smaller businesses/contractors in
regional areas that have normally carried out that Government work?

Mr BOARD replied:

I am advised that:

(1) Government agencies are encouraged to be aware of market trends and capacities in order to achieve best outcomes
for their agencies.  Chief Executives are encouraged to ensure that the market is well-researched on issues such as
potential sources of supply, competition and local industry development opportunities.  The use of procurement
plans enables agencies to assess market issues and the impact on contractors.

(2)-(3) Wherever practicable, departments and agencies are encouraged to provide local industry with early notice of major
opportunities, thereby enabling suppliers to form consortia bids and/or explore sub-contracting arrangements. 
Depending on the transaction, it is good practice to hold pre-tender briefings or seminars to inform industry of
likely changes to contracting arrangements.  Early advice on contract transition is also encouraged.

(4) Government has a responsibility to operate efficiently and effectively and to maximise the return on public
expenditure.   As agencies strive to improve their business outcomes and service delivery through contracting it
is acknowledged that the relationships between suppliers and Government may change.  On occasion there may be
particular benefits/savings that are derived from aggregated contracts.  It is a question of determining the ‘right
balance’ between large, long-term contracts and ensuring there is adequate opportunity for small business to
participate in Government work. 

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IMPACT OF LONG-TERM CONTRACTS ON SMALL BUSINESSES IN
REGIONAL AREAS

1056. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Regional Development:

(1) Are Government departments and agencies encouraged to maintain regular communication with the contractors
frequently used for Government work?

(2) When departments and agencies enter into large long term contracts which will have the effect of removing work
from smaller contractors traditionally used by that department or agency, is there any obligation on the department
or agency concerned to enter into discussions with those smaller contractors before the large long term contract is
put out to tender?

(3) If not why not?

(4) Is it true that a number of large long term Government contracts disadvantaged smaller businesses/contractors in
regional areas that have normally carried out that Government work?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Under State Supply Commission policy, departments and agencies are encouraged to undertake pre-tender briefings
for large, significant or high risk contracts.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) It is assumed that large long-term Government contracts refer to the whole of Government common use contracts
called and managed by the Department of Contract and Managements Services.  If these contracts do not include
regional businesses/contractors, the Regional Purchasing Compact allows regionally based departments and
agencies an exemption from use.  This exemption gives agencies and departments the ability to purchase locally
to a value of $50,000 per line item.  As such, these contracts are intended not to disadvantage regional suppliers.

CHANNEL 31

1057. Mr BROWN to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal Affairs:

(1) Is the Premier aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service and
providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Premier aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly impossible to
reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Premier and/or the Premier's departments/agencies made to place Government advertising
or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?
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Mr COURT replied:

(1)-(3) A few months after Channel 31 commenced on air, a comprehensive dossier on its activities was requested by
Government and distributed to each Ministerial office for information.  Through the publication “Preferred
Position”, every Government Department was advised of the Channel’s services and that it should consider making
use of them.

(4) The State Government’s master media agency Media Decisions is responsible for purchasing all advertising for
Government Departments and advises that, to date, there has been no expenditure on Channel 31 by Departments
under the Minister’s responsibility. However, it has advised that it has held discussions with a number of
Government agencies regarding the possible future inclusion of Channel 31 in up-coming media schedules.

CHANNEL 31

1059. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Is the Attorney General aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service
and providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Attorney General aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly
impossible to reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Attorney General and/or the Attorney General's departments/agencies made to place
Government advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1)-(3) A few months after Channel 31 commenced on air, a comprehensive dossier on its activities was requested by
Government and distributed to each Ministerial office for information.  Through the publication “Preferred
Position”, every Government Department was advised of the Channel’s services and that it should consider making
use of them.

(4) The State Government’s master media agency Media Decisions is responsible for purchasing all advertising for
Government Departments and advises that, to date, there has been no expenditure on Channel 31 by Departments
under the Minister’s responsibility. However, it has advised that it has held discussions with a number of
Government agencies regarding the possible future inclusion of Channel 31 in up-coming media schedules.

CHANNEL 31

1064. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Family and Children's Services; Seniors; Women's Interests:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service and
providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly impossible to
reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Minister and/or the Minister's departments/agencies made to place Government
advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1)-(3) A few months after Channel 31 commenced on air, a comprehensive dossier on its activities was requested by
Government and distributed to each Ministerial office for information.  Through the publication “Preferred
Position”, every Government Department was advised of the Channel’s services and that it should consider making
use of them.

(4) The State Government’s master media agency Media Decisions is responsible for purchasing all advertising for
Government Departments and advises that, to date, there has been no expenditure on Channel 31 by Departments
under the Minister’s responsibility. However, it has advised that it has held discussions with a number of
Government agencies regarding the possible future inclusion of Channel 31 in up-coming media schedules.

CHANNEL 31

1074. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service and
providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly impossible to
reach through other media?
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(3) If so, what efforts has the Minister and/or the Minister's departments/agencies made to place Government
advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(3) A few months after Channel 31 commenced on air, a comprehensive dossier on its activities was requested by
Government and distributed to each Ministerial office for information.  Through the publication “Preferred
Position”, every Government Department was advised of the Channel’s services and that it should consider making
use of them.

(4) The State Government’s master media agency Media Decisions is responsible for purchasing all advertising for
Government Departments and advises that, to date, there has been no expenditure on Channel 31 by Departments
under the Minister’s responsibility. However, it has advised that it has held discussions with a number of
Government agencies regarding the possible future inclusion of Channel 31 in up-coming media schedules.

CHANNEL 31

1077. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service and
providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly impossible to
reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Minister and/or the Minister's departments/agencies made to place Government
advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

(1)-(3) A few months after Channel 31 commenced on air, a comprehensive dossier on its activities was requested by
Government and distributed to each Ministerial office for information.  Through the publication “Preferred
Position”, every Government Department was advised of the Channel’s services and that it should consider making
use of them.

(4) The State Government’s master media agency Media Decisions is responsible for purchasing all advertising for
Government Departments and advises that, to date, there has been no expenditure on Channel 31 by Departments
under the Minister’s responsibility. However, it has advised that it has held discussions with a number of
Government agencies regarding the possible future inclusion of Channel 31 in up-coming media schedules.

REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, REDUNDANCY PAYMENTS AND TRAINING PACKAGES

1086. Mr BROWN to the Premier:

(1) How much has been allocated to assist employees made redundant, or to be made redundant, as a result of the
Regional Forest Agreement or the Revised Regional Forest Agreement?

(2) How much has been allocated for redundancy payments?

(3) How much has been allocated for training/retraining?

(4) How much has been allocated for other employee services which will assist employees gain alternative
employment?

(5) Have any of the funds allocated for retraining been used?

(6) How much has been used?

(7) Where a person is made redundant or faces redundancy and seeks Government assistance to undertake a training
course, what criteria is used to determine if the costs of that course will be met by the Government?

(8) What departments and agencies have been given responsibility for examining and approving training packages?

(9) Has the Government utilised the services of any -

(a) State Government department or agency;
(b) Federal Government department or agency;
(c) non-Government organisation; and
(d) private sector provider, in -

(i) assessing;
(ii) approving; and
(iii) placing,

any person made redundant or to be made redundant in a training course?
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(10) What is the process employees made redundant or to be made redundant have to undergo in order to be placed in
a training or retraining course?

(11) What agencies/organisations are involved in that process?

(12) How were such agencies/organisations selected?

Mr COURT replied:

(1) An amount of $8 million has been allocated for redundancy payments and relocation and training.

(2) $7.3 million.

(3) $0.7 million.

(4)-(6) In addition to the $8 million, the Department of Training is committing resources and funds as part of its 12 month
Mature Age Employment Program to assist employees gain alternative employment.  In addition, employment
services to the regions are in place through Jobs South West, a not-for-profit agency funded by the Department of
Training delivering the State’s Job Link service to the South West.  These programs assist employees with the
development of resumes, skill recognition and training opportunities amongst a network of employers and includes
a group training scheme to place apprentices.

(7) Details of the Worker Assistance Guidelines are nearing completion.  The Guidelines will include financial support
for preparatory training and vocational training to help workers upgrade skills and obtain a new job.  Government’s
contribution to the cost of training will be dependent upon the specific type of training.  Criteria will be developed
when the Guidelines are finalised.

(8) This will be determined once the Guidelines are finalised.

(9) Pending finalisation of the Guidelines, the assessment, approval and placement of redundant workers in training
is coordinated by the retrenchment coordinators managed by Jobs South-West.  This arrangement is designed to
provide redundant workers with a ‘one-stop-shop’ approach to planning their future.

(10) Pending finalisation of the Guidelines, through a Jobs South-West retrenchment coordinator.

(11) Pending finalisation of the Guidelines, the agency employing the retrenchment coordinator is Jobs South-West. 
Following contact with the coordinator, the client is referred to other service providers on the basis of need.  These
include, but are not restricted to:

• Business Enterprise Centre;
• TAFE;
• Private training providers;
• Centrelink (to secure income support);
• JobNetwork;
• Apprenticeship & Traineeship Company.

(12) Referral to these agencies is on the basis of an agreement between the retrenchment coordinator and the client as
to the most appropriate strategy to meet the client’s needs.

SPEEDING INFRINGEMENTS, NUMBER ISSUED

1091. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Police:

(1) Will the Minister advise the number of speeding infringements issued by police officers for the 12 month period
prior to the introduction of speed cameras in Western Australia?

(2) Will the Minister advise the number of speeding infringements issued by police officers, excluding speed camera
infringements, for the period 1 July 1998 to 30 June 1999?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) Speed cameras were introduced in Western Australia in the 1988/1989 financial year.  Data relating to traffic
infringements is removed from Police Service indices after five years.  Therefore, the Police Service is unable to
provide the information requested.

(2) To extract this information would require a lengthy search.  I am not willing to commit the resources required to
undertake such a search.

MR BILL GRAYDEN, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS

1092. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to Mr Bill Grayden and ask -

(a) what Government funded or partly Government funded sports committees, boards or departments is he a member
of;

(b) what positions does he hold;
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(c) what remuneration does he receive for these positions;

(d) who appointed him to these positions and when;

(e) what submissions have been made by these boards, groups or departments for any Government or Lotteries funding;
and

(f) what funding do these committees currently receive?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) The Western Australian Boxing Commission

(b) Chairman.

(c) A sitting fee of $4500 and up to $600 as an expense of office allowance.

(d) First appointed by Cabinet on 1 December 1994.

(e) Nil.

(f) $20 000.

MR ROSS McLEAN, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS

1093. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to Mr Ross McLean and ask -

(a) what Government funded or partly Government funded sports committees, boards or departments is he a member
of;

(b) what positions does he hold;

(c) what remuneration does he receive for these positions;

(d) who appointed him to these positions and when;

(e) what submissions have been made by these boards, groups or departments for any Government or Lotteries funding;
and

(f) what funding do these committees currently receive?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) Nil.

(b)-(f) Not applicable.

POLICE, SAFETY OF FOREST PROTESTORS

1097. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Police:

(1) What responsibility do police have for the safety of forest protestors when removing protestors from lock-ons?

(2) Is the Minister aware that on the morning of 2 June 1999 police undertook a potentially dangerous operation to
remove a protestor from a lock-on in Swarbrick Forest?

(3) Is the Minister aware that during this operation police used a jackhammer only inches from the arm and torso of
the protestor (who was locked on) without offering the protestor safety glasses or protection in case the jackhammer
slipped?

(4) Is such practice considered to adhere to the requirements of police officers' duty of care?

(5) Is the Minister aware that police then proceeded to use a log loader to lift the concrete lock-on while the protestor
was still attached?

(6) Is such practice considered to adhere to the requirements of police officers' duty of care?

(7) Given that the forks of the log loader were only inches from the arm of the protestor and the wheels of the machine
were clear of the ground can the Minister provide an assurance that this procedure fulfils WorkSafe requirements
for working with heavy machinery?

(8) If not, why not?

(9) Given that the lower forks of the log loader were driven into the ground beneath the protestor in an attempt to lift
the lock-on from the ground while the protestor was still locked on will the Minister provide an assurance that such
an operation undertaken by the police adheres to Worksafe requirements for safe use of log loading machinery?

(10) If not, why not?

(11) Why did police choose to use a high risk strategy involving the log loader when they could have manually dug the
lock-on out of the ground?
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Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) Police have a duty to respond to incidents relating to breaches of the law.  They also have a duty of care toward
all people when responding to such breaches.  This duty of care has been consistently applied throughout the
“Forest Protests”.

(2) Protesters have personally chosen to create situations throughout this campaign that have placed them, forest
workers and police risk.  The incident referred to on 2 June 1999 was created by the protester who at any time
during his removal from a so called “Lock-on” had the ability to release himself.  Every action taken by police was
carefully planned and predicated on the assumption that although he could remove himself, he would not do so. 
He was also advised at every step what was to occur and constantly requested to release himself.  In addition Police
were with the protester at all times, so that any circumstances also applied to them.  Had the situation at any time
been considered dangerous, Police action would have ceased.

(3) As with two, all precautions were taken.  Machinery and jack hammers were used to break up the concrete blocks
set into roadways by the protesters.  The protester was wearing his own glasses throughout the operation and safety
glasses were not considered necessary under those circumstances.  His head was also covered by police with
apparel to prevent any discomfort from dust etc, and he was provided with ear protectors.  Every effort was made
to ensure that no injury occurred.

(4)-(6) Answer as per answer to questions 1, 2 and 3.

(7)-(8) The log loader as described was used to lift a car body and concrete blocks so that police could assess and facilitate
their removal.  All machinery was operated by contractors, or police in accordance with accepted safety standards. 
It would be a question of law as to whether an organised protest that interfered with lawful trade constitutes a
defined “Work-Place”.  It must also be reiterated that the protester at all times could release himself.

(9)-(10)
Should there be further similar protests the police will take all options into consideration but at all times ensure the
safety to every person involved.

(11) The strategy was not considered “High Risk” by police undertaking the operation.  The protester was aware of and
created any existent risk. He was advised at every step of what was to occur, and at any time could have extricated
himself.  He did in fact do so when it was obvious that police had succeeded removing most of the obstruction. 
The so called “lock-on” consisted of a large quantity of concrete poured into a hole in the main emergency and
work access roadway.  The concrete was reinforced with an assortment of scrap metal, into which was set a large
metal pipe.  Over this was placed a vehicle with the wheels removed.  The protester then locked his arm through
the vehicle floor into the pipe that protruded inside the vehicle.  It was not possible to remove the obstruction
without mechanical assistance.

POLICE, EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR SPONSORSHIP

1098. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

Will the Minister provide the following information in relation to each company that responded to Expression of Interest
EOI60799 for sponsorship opportunities for the Western Australian Police Service -

(a) name of the company;
(b) details of sponsorship offered; and
(c) the financial value of the sponsorship?

Mr PRINCE replied:

There were no responses to Expression of Interest EOI60799 Sponsorship Opportunities.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, AUSTRALIA POST BILL PAYING SERVICE

1104. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Energy:

(1) Does any Government department or agency under the Minister's control offer to its customers a bill paying service
through Australia Post?

(2) What charge does Australia Post make on each of the agencies/departments under the Minister's control for that
service?

(3) What was the total amount paid to Australia Post for that service in the 1998-99 financial year?

Mr BARNETT replied:

Western Power

(1) Yes.

(2)-(3) This information is Commercial in Confidence.

AlintaGas

(1) Yes.

(2)-(3) This information is Commercial in Confidence.



3220 [ASSEMBLY]

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX, IMPACT ON COLES MYER AND SMALL BUSINESS

1105. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the recent media comment by Coles Myer that the introduction of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) will cost it around $50M?

(2) Has the Government done any analysis on the cost to the average small business of implementing the GST?

(3) If not why not?

(4) If so, what is anticipated to be the cost to the average small business to implement a GST?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1) Yes.  I am aware of an article published in the Australian Financial Review on 10 September 1999 which stated
that “Coles Myer expects compliance will cost it $49 million this financial year….”   I understand that, with about
2 000 stores in Australia and New Zealand, this represents approximately 0.2 per cent of its annual turnover.

(2)-(4) The Federal Government has undertaken an analysis of the compliance costs of the GST for Australian businesses. 
The results of this analysis are detailed in the “Regulation Impact Statement for the Introduction of the Goods and
Services Tax” compiled by Federal Treasury.  The analysis estimates the average recurrent gross compliance costs
of the GST are $1 270 per firm, with the recurrent net compliance costs (ie net of the benefits of removing other
taxes such as the wholesale sales tax) estimated at $240 per firm.  These costs are expected to reduce as businesses
become more familiar with the new system.  I understand this analysis was not specifically broken down for small
businesses, nor did it include an estimate of the cost to the average small business of implementing the GST.  For
its part, however, the Western Australian Government has chosen to focus its efforts on assisting small businesses
manage the potential business impacts of the GST.  To this end, the State Government will open a GST Transition
Centre for small business in October 1999.   The Centre will provide small businesses with GST information, offer
face to face appointments with experienced business counsellors and coordinate GST related activities in the State. 
It will also be linked to the State’s thirty seven Business Enterprise Centres and sixty five Telecentres.

SEWERAGE, NORTHCLIFFE

1111. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 315 of 1999, what is the nature of the options under consideration?

(2) What is the application process for these options?

(3) How much money has been set aside in the 1999-2000 budget for these options?

(4) Are they available now?

(5) If not, when will they be?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) Options available for consideration include alternatives to the conventional system and different levels of
contribution from both the local communities and Government.

(2) No options have been adopted.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) No.

(5) No options have been adopted.

SMALL BUSINESS, HAY STREET, IRWIN STREET AND BARRACK STREET, PERTH

1114. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Small Business:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the changes that have been made in the City of Perth which have resulted in traffic being
largely diverted away on that section of Hay Street between Irwin Street and Barrack Street?

(2) Is the Minister aware of how the changes in the traffic arrangements have impacted on small business retailers in
that portion of Hay Street between Barrack Street and Irwin Street?

(3) What has the impact been?

(4) Is it true that there has been a negative impact on small business retailers as a result of the road changes?

(5) If not, what advice/information does the Government rely on to claim that the road changes have not had a negative
impact?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1) I am aware that the traffic flow in the area has been redirected.  The changes were implemented as part of the
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Access to the City for People Plan which was a joint project between the Department of Transport and the City of
Perth.  The aim of the Plan is to reduce through traffic and to improve access for pedestrians and public transport.

(2)-(5) I am advised that no reports of adverse impact have been received from small businesses by my office or by the
Small Business Development Corporation,  which is located in that area, since the road works were completed. 
I have also been advised that the City of Perth has had no complaints from small businesses in the area since the
works were completed.

POLICE VEHICLES, SATELLITE-OPERATED COMPUTERS

1120. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

(1) Will the Minister advise if country police vehicles are to be fitted with satellite operated computers?

(2) If so, what is the cost?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) The Police Service is examining the potential of satellite communication systems for remote country police vehicles
and recently completed a very successful trial.  The project is in keeping with the Police Service’s commitment to
continuous improvement of its capacity to deliver services to the community, particularly in rural and remote areas.
The system trialed involved voice only, but has the capacity to deliver short messages over data terminals.

(2) A business case has not been completed at this time, and accordingly costings have not been quantified.

TEACHERS' SALARIES

1122. Mr CARPENTER to the Minister for Education:

(1) What percentage of Western Australian teachers earn $50 000 or more per annum as a base salary?

(2) How much do first year graduate teachers earn?

(3) What is the minimum percentage pay rise for teachers since 1995?

Mr BARNETT replied:

Education Department of Western Australia (Government Schools)
(1) Approximately 15 per cent of school based teaching staff (including classroom teachers and teachers in promotional

positions) earn $50 000 or more per annum as base salary.

(2) A first year graduate with a four-year qualification will earn $32 925 per annum with the Education Department.

(3) Since 1995 Education Department classroom teachers have received a 7.5 per cent increase effective 1 January
1996, a further 7.5 per cent increase effective.
1 January 1997, a further 3 per cent increase effective 23 March 1998 and a further 3 per cent increase effective
24 March 1999.

Department of Education Services (Non-Government Schools)
(1)-(3) Non-government school teachers’ salaries are set by individual schools and systems in accordance with the relevant

agreements.  Non-government school teachers’ salaries generally reflect those of the government school sector. 
No information is held centrally by this Department.

LOCAL AREA EDUCATION PLANNING, BUNBURY

1131. Mr CARPENTER to the Minister for Education:

In relation to the Local Area Education Planning group for the Bunbury area -

(a) was an independent facilitator appointed to assist the group during their consultation phase;

(b) if yes, who was the facilitator;

(c) when will the facilitator's work be completed;

(d) when will the planning group provide its report to the Minister; and

(e) will the recommendations of the planning group be adhered to by the Minister?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(a) Yes.

(b) The facilitator appointed is Mr Ray Hansen.

(c) The facilitator’s work will be finished when the Consultation Phase for the Local Area Education Planning for
secondary education in the Bunbury area is complete.

(d) It is expected that the Consultation Report will be completed and presented to me by the middle of 2000.

(e) The Planning Group is not required to make any recommendations, but to present the views of the community.  A
final decision will be made after I have considered the Consultation Report.
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SCHOOLS, GREATER BUNBURY REGION

1132. Mr CARPENTER to the Minister for Education:

(1) What are the locations of the sites which have been identified by the Ministry for Education in its planning for
future schools, both Primary and Secondary in the Greater Bunbury Region?

(2) What is the current timetable for the development of each of these sites?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) The Education Department has identified proposed school sites at the following locations in the Greater Bunbury
Region:

Primary school sites:
Binningup 1
Australind area 3
Eaton 3
West Glen Iris 1
College Grove 1
Dalyellup 3

Secondary school sites:
Eaton
Dalyellup

(2) A new primary school will be opened in the east Eaton area in 2000.

The establishment of other new schools will be dependent upon enrolment growth in the area.

HEALTH INSURANCE COMMISSION, COMMISSIONER FOR HEALTH

1139. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is the Commissioner for Health a member of the Health Insurance Commission?

(2) If not, when did he resign from the Health Insurance Commission?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Not applicable.

POLICE, HIGH SPEED PURSUIT VEHICLES

1143. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

(1) How many vehicles does the Police Service have that are used for high speed pursuits?

(2) What is the make, type and age of all of those vehicles?

(3) Are any changes planned with regards to the type of vehicles being used for high speed pursuits?

(4) If so, what changes are proposed?

(5) If not, why not?

(6) How many other vehicles are in the Police Service fleet?

(7) What is the make, type and age of those vehicles?

(8) How many new vehicles have been purchased so far in 1999?

(9) What is the make and type of those vehicles?

(10) What vehicle purchases are anticipated between now and 30 June 2000?

(11) What selection criteria exist for the purchase of police vehicles?

(12) Do all vehicles purchased meet the selection criteria?

(13) Is any consideration being given to varying the selection criteria or purchasing a different make, type or capacity
of vehicle?

(14) If so, what are the details?

(15) Have any imported vehicles been evaluated for police use?

(16) How many leased vehicles does the Police Service currently have?

(17) How many of those vehicles are used for high speed pursuits?

(18) How many leased vehicles did the Police Service have on 30 June 1999?
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Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) 789 police vehicles can be used for urgent duty driving in line with the current WA Police Service Urgent Duty
Driving policy.

(2)

Make Type Number

Holden Sedan/Station sedan 331

Ford Sedan/Station sedan 254

Ford Panel van 95

Ford Ute 7

Honda Motorcycle 102

789

The maximum age of the vehicles listed is 2 years.

(3) No.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) The WA Police Service is satisfied that the vehicles utilised for urgent duty driving are appropriate.

(6) 721.

(7)

Make Type Maximum Age (years)

International Truck, Van 12

Isuzu Truck 4x4 11

Landrover Station sedan 4x4 1

Leyland Bus 7

Mitsubishi Sedan, Station sedan, Truck 12

Nissan Sedan, Station sedan, Truck, Bus 6

OKA Truck 4x4 5

Subaru Sedan 1

Toyota Sedan, Station Sedan 4x4, Ute 4x4, Truck 11

Volvo Truck 3

(8) 32.

(9) 31 ST1100P Honda Motorcycles and 1 Nissan Civilian Bus.

(10) 3 trucks and 1 ST1100P Honda Motorcycle.

(11) High speed police vehicles are selected in accordance with national specifications coordinated by the Australasian
Centre for Policing Research (ACPR).  Other police vehicles are selected in accordance with testing and evaluation
procedures based on operational requirement, performance, handling and braking.

(12) Yes.

(13) No.

(14) Not applicable.

(15) Yes.

(16) 1339.

(17) 687 of these leased vehicles could be used for urgent duty driving dependent upon circumstances.
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(18) 1382.  The variance in figures between questions (16) and (18) is due to the overlap in the acquisition of new
vehicles and the disposal of old vehicles.  The approved vehicle strength has not varied in this period.

Additional information:
Covert vehicles have not been included in these figures.

WATER RESOURCES, CHEMICALS

1150. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Will the Minister provide a list of all chemicals added to the Perth Metropolitan Water Supply?

(2) In respect to each chemical, will the Minister advise the concentrations of each of these chemicals and the reason
for their addition?

Dr HAMES replied:

List of Chemicals
(1)

Concentrations
2(a)

Reason
2(b)

mg/L

Chlorine Gas 2-10 Process chemical for removal of iron,
manganese, hydrogen sulphide

Chlorine Gas up to 4 Disinfection

Alum 40-90 Process chemical for removal of natural organic
matter and turbidity

Polyelectrolyte 0.1-0.8 Process chemical to aid coagulation/
flocculation

Lime up to 20 Process chemical to alter water pH

Fluoride 0.7-1.0 Statutory requirement

Caustic Soda 5-6 Process chemical to alter water pH

Ammonia 0.8-1.0 For formation of chloramines in disinfection
process

Sodium-Hypochlorite 5-50 Disinfection

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1160. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Attorney General's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) 7.

(2)-(5) 1. (2) $90,000
(3) Dr Richard Kain
(4) Medical Practitioner – Canning Vale Prison.
(5) 1 February 2000 (options to extend)

2. (1) $58,455
(2) Toshiba
(3) Photocopier
(4) 29 August 2004

3. (2) $386,266
(3) Ess Pty Ltd
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(4) Development of Detailed Requirements and Design Specifications for further extensions to
Genisys

(5) 19 February 2000 (options to extend)

4. (2) $65,000
(3) Colortype Press
(4) Printing of Business Cards
(5) 15 September 2000 (options to extend)

5. (2) $120,000
(3) Pamela Chandler
(4) Offender Remedial Treatment - Geraldton
(5) 25 September 2000 (options to extend)

6. (2) $110,620
(3) Sands Print
(4) Printing of Law Reform Report
(5) 1 October 1999

7. (2) $851,000
(3) Sun Microsystems
(4) Extensions of BDMW Service Agreement to include Managed Server Services
(5) 31 August 2002

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1162. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Primary Industry; Fisheries:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr HOUSE replied:

Fisheries Western Australia:
(1) Nil.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

Agriculture Western Australia:
(1) Two

(2) (a) $80,000 
(b) $77,760

(3) (a) EJS Consultancy.
(b) ProAnd Associates Aust Pty Ltd & Rabobank Group.

(4) (a) Consultancy services for the Better Business Project.
(b) Consultancy services for a pre-feasibility study on establishing internationally competitive pig processing

facilities in Western Australia.

(5) (a) 30 June 2000.
(b) 31 December 1999.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1164. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Planning; Employment and Training; Heritage:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr KIERATH replied:

PLANNING:

Ministry for Planning
(1) Nil.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.
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Office of the Minister for Planning
(1) Nil.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

East Perth Redevelopment Authority
(1) One.
(2) An estimated $249 184 lump sum based on a schedule of rates.
(3) Coney Stevens Project Management.
(4) Project management services.
(5) 2002

Subiaco Redevelopment Authority
(1) Nil.
(2) Not applicable.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING:

Western Australian Department of Training and Employment
(1) 5

(2)-(5)
(2) (3) (4) (5)

$267 700 Longman Broadcast Production,
Andrew Home, Sea Dog Films Pty
Ltd, CRB Productions

Provision of services to support
TAFE Television

24/08/2000

$150 000 Alpha West Consulting Provision of IT services 30/05/2000

$68 600 Deakin Consulting Pty Ltd Provision of strategic IT
business advice

1/12/1999

$105 400 Amcon Solutions Provision of IT services 10/12/1999

$270 000 Davis Tours Provision of services to
international students

20/09/2002

Central Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) One
(2) $56 000
(3) Kospro International
(4) Purchase of a DSP 16 track Digital Audio Editing System
(5) Not Applicable

West Coast College of TAFE
(1) Two
(2) $2 928 320 ($585 664 per annum for 5 years)

$240 000 ($48 000 per annum for 5 years)
(3) Arrix Integrated

Electrical Group Training Limited
(4) Cleaning Contract

Lease of Premises
(5) September 2004 if all options to renew exercised August 2004 if all options to renew exercised

South East Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) Nil
(2)–(5) Not Applicable

South Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) Two
(2) $54 571

$88 608
(3) American Library Services Pty Ltd

The Capita Corporation Australia Ltd
(4) Installation and Data Conversion to the new Library System

Rental of Library System Software
(5) Approximately 28 November 2003

Approximately 28 November 2003

Midland College of TAFE
(1) One
(2) $67 885
(3) Ameritech Library Systems
(4) Purchase and Installation of Library Software
(5) 21 February 2000

South West Regional College of TAFE
(1) One
(2) $50 694
(3) Classic Printing
(4) Printing and Distribution of College Semester Pamphlets
(5) 31 January 2001
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Great Southern Regional College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

Central West Regional College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

Hedland College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

Karratha College of TAFE
(1) Nil.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

Kimberley College
(1) Nil.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

HERITAGE:

Heritage Council of Western Australia
(1) Nil.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1165. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Family and Children's Services; Seniors; Women's Interests:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mrs PARKER replied:

No. of Contracts Amount of Contracts Contract Name Nature of Contract Completion Date

Family and Children’s
Services
One contract

       $69,042 Buridya Aboriginal
Corporation

Aboriginal Youth Support
Service – support service for
Aboriginal youth aged 12-18
years at crisis risk

30/09/2001

Office of Seniors
Interests
Two contracts 1. $50,000

2. $85,760

Council of the Ageing
(Inc)

Salamat Mailing &
Laser Printing

Elder Protection programme

Collate and distribute new
Transperth Seniors Ticket to
175,000 eligible Seniors

30/06/2000

30/09/1999

Women’s Policy
Development Office
Nil

Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable

WA Drug Abuse
Strategy Office
One contract $60,000 Brand Agency Service agreement for Drug

Aware campaign – public
relations – marketing and
communications services.

24/08/2000 with a
further two 12 month
periods at the option
of the WA Drug
Abuse Strategy
Office

Family and Children’s
Policy Office
Nil.

Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1166. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Lands; Fair Trading; Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?
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(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr SHAVE replied:

I am advised -

Western Australian Electoral Commission
(1) No.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

Department of Land Administration
(1) None.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

LandCorp
(1) 25.

(2)-(5) [See paper No 369.]

Ministry of Fair Trading
(1) One.

(2) $625,000.

(3) Tenants Advice Service $230,000.
Northern Suburbs Community Legal Centre $65,000.
Gosnells Community Legal Centre and Sussex Street Community Law Services (in consortium) $65,000.
Community Legal and Advocacy Centre and Southern Communities Advocacy and Legal Education Services (in
consortium) $65,000.
Pilbara Community Legal Centre $50,000.
Agencies for South West Accommodation $50,000.
Goldfields Community Legal Centre Inc. $50,000.
Geraldton Resource Centre $50,000.

(4) Provision of Local Service Units (Metropolitan and Regional) to provide tenancy advice and education services
and a resource unit to provide support to local service providers and the Ministry of Fair Trading (by Non Profit
Non Government Organisations) for a one year period.

(5) 31 July 2000.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1170. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr COURT replied:

The Minister for Finance has provided the following reply -

Government Employees Superannuation Board
(1) Two.

(2) (a) 9.9 million.
(b) $134,000

(3) (a) Synchronised Software
(b) Sun Microsystems

(4) (a) Supply and implementation of superannuation systems package
(b) Hardware maintenance contract

(5) (a) December 2000
(b) 30 August 2000
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Valuer General’s Office
(1) None.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

State Revenue Department
(1) One.

(2) Estimated $180,000.

(3) Australia Post.

(4) Collection of land tax remittances.

(5) 31/8/2000 (with option to renew on an annual basis).

Insurance Commission of Western Australia
(1) Two.

(2) (a) $ 73,800
(b) $240,000

(3) (a) Centre for Business Solutions
(b) KPMG

(4) (a) For development, accreditation and delivery of an Insurance and Risk Management Program.

(b) Goods & Services Tax project management and advice.

(5) (a) The contract covers the period until the program is completed, which is estimated to be towards the end
of 2000.

(b) 30 June 2000.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1171. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Works; Services; Youth; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr BOARD replied:

I am advised that:

Contract and Management Services (CAMS) publishes the contract award details for all contracts let by CAMS in excess
of $5,000 on the Government Contracting Information Bulletin Board web site at www.contracting.wa.gov.au.  Contract
award details of contracts let by other Government agencies in excess of $20,000 are also published on this site.  The site
is updated daily.  Recently awarded contracts can be easily identified through a section of this site titled “Contracts awarded
in the last 30 days”.  CAMS Tenders Management System and Tenders Registration System reports that the following
contracts (other than employment contracts and contracts for less than $50,000) were awarded between 1 August 1999 and
30 September 1999 where CAMS is the principal.

(1) 100 (one hundred)

(2) (3) (4) (5)*

$69,935 Geraldton Fishermen's Co-
Operative

Abrolhos - East Wallabi Island - Upgrade of Airstrips September-1999

$201,530 Topline Partitions & Interiors Anti Corruption Commission, Level 10 & Part levels 5 & 11, 66 St
Georges Tce - Fitout

October-1999

$199,950 HF Industries Pty Ltd Arena Joondalup - Supply, Delivery and Maintenance of
Gymnasium Equipment

December-1999

$1,744,860 Henry Walker Eltin Contracting
Pty Ltd

Armadale Kelmscott Hospital - Redevelopment 1999 Forward
Works

January-2000

$67,860 Granwood Flooring Australind Senior High School - Replacement of Parquetry Floor
to Gym

November-1999

$258,300 Donaldson & Warn Architects Ballajura Community College Architectural Services January-2001

$225,371 Frankipile Australia Pty Ltd Barrack Square Redevelopment - Supply of Piling for the Swan
Bells

September-1999
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$687,000 Pacific Building Co. Beeliar Primary School Co/Located with St Lukes Primary School
(Uniting Church in Australia) - Construction of a Pre Primary
Teaching Block

January-2000

$2,992,800 Merym Constructions Belmont City College (Belmont Senior High School) - LAEP
Upgrade - Construction

March-2000

$68,523 Marcomm Mining & Resources
Communications

Bentley, Technology Park - Communications Relocations -
Retender

October-1999

$778,527 Devaugh Pty Ltd Busselton District Hospital - Redevelopment Stage 1 - Operating
Suite, CSSD and Day Surgery

December-1999

$3,597,826 Ozemail Limited CAMS - Wholesale Internet Bandwidth & Assoc Services &
Access to Operation of Internet Server Farms

September-2002

$4,140,000 Cooper & Oxley Builders Pty Ltd Canning Vale Prison - Upgrade - Visits, Reception & Health
Buildings

March-2000

$115,258 Nat Constructions Pty Ltd Carnarvon Senior High School 'On -track' Project Refurbishment November-1999

$248,500 Wormald Fire Systems Casuarina Prison - Replacement and Upgrading of Existing Fire
Detection System

December-1999

$112,460 Ronley Holdings Pty Ltd Central Midlands Senior High School - Airconditioning Upgrade December-1999

$1,179,000 Rapley Wilkinson Master Builders
Pty Ltd

Clarkson Police Station - New Station Buildings March-2000

$666,000 Southdown Construction Co. Pty
Ltd

Cockburn Fire Station New Facility January-2000

$274,471 Brian & Trevor Smith
Constructions

Dardanup Primary School - Covered Assembly Retender December-1999

$360,000 Choice Personnel Group Department of Commerce & Trade - Switchboard & Reception
Operations

August-2000

$6,000,000 Interim HR Solutions Pty Ltd Department of Commerce and Trade - Provision of Specialist
Contract Personnel

August-2000

$234,000 National Interiors Department of Commerce and Trade, SGIO Atrium - Executive
Level 8 and Part Level 5 - Fitout Alterations

November-1999

$150,000 Dempsey Real Estate Department of Conservation & Land Management Real Property
Rationalisation Program

August-2003

$900,000 B&S Holdings WA Pty Ltd;
Resolutions Learning Systems;
Harvest Road Communications
Pty Ltd; Prism Interactive; DBR
Group Pty Ltd; Harman
Information Technology Pty Ltd;
New Media Management Pty Ltd;
Intertec Consulting; Centre for
Intelligent Information Processing
Systems (UWA); West Coast
College of TAFE; Central West
College of TAFE; Icon
Recruitment Pty Ltd; Dow Digital
Global Pty Ltd; Max & Co
Australia Pty Ltd; Alpha West Pty
Ltd

Development Integration & Maintenance of Online Training &
Employment Systems & Contents Department of Training

August-2000

$138,285 HIH Design & Construction Early Childhood Program 2000 - Various Bunbury Region Primary
Schools - Siteworks Package 5

November-1999

$69,180 DJ McGinty & Co Early Childhood Program 2000 - Various Goldfields Region
Primary Schools - Siteworks Package 10

November-1999

$207,381 HIH Design & Construction Early Childhood Program 2000 - Various Kimberley Region
Primary Schools - Siteworks Package 7

November-1999

$290,000 Spadaccini Bros Early Childhood Program 2000 - Various Northam Region
Primary Schools - Siteworks Package 6

November-1999
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$266,495 Total Eden Watering Systems Pty
Ltd

Education Department - Automatic Reticulation Package 1 December-1999

$317,925 Total Eden Watering Systems Pty
Ltd

Education Department - Automatic Reticulation Package 2 December-1999

$180,453 Malua Reticulation Pty Ltd Education Department of WA - Automatic Reticulation  - Package
3

November-1999

$67,896 Exmouth Electrical Services Exmouth Hospital - Electrical Upgrade November-1999

$125,915 PR Constructions Pty Ltd FACS - Parenting Information Centre, Carousel Shopping Centre -
Fitout

October-1999

$128,100 Spowers Architects Florida Primary School ( South Falcon ) - New Primary School -
Contract for Service - Lead Consultant

December-2000

$116,120 Geraldton Plumbing Company Pty
Ltd

Geraldton Regional Hospital - Upgrade of Hydraulic Services November-1999

$54,710 The Strategy Centre Goldfields Esperance Development Commission - Consultant for
Regional Marketing Strategy

March-2000

$244,845 Quality Builders Pty Ltd Health Dept of WA - Mental Health Div - Acton St Site Port
Hedland Design, Construction & Installation of Transportable
Office Accommodation

December-2000

$1,299,506 Geraldton Building Co Pty Ltd Hedland College - Roebourne TAFE Campus Additions and
Alterations

January-2000

$254,181 West Coast Building Co Pty Ltd Helena Valley Primary School - New Library Resource Centre January-2000

$86,036 PPK Environment &
Infrastructure Pty Ltd

Jervoise Bay Development - Environmental Consultancy for
Groundwater Plumes and General Advice

December-2004

$5,242,299 Consolidated Constructions Pty
Ltd

Katanning Agriculture Centre Redevelopment August-2000

$168,440 Total Eden Watering Systems Pty
Ltd

Kings Park & Botanic Garden Irrigation Upgrade to the Vista
Walk (DNA)

September-1999

$62,368 Admin Communication Services
Pty Ltd

Kings Park and Botanic Garden - Supply, and Installation of a
PABX Telephone System, Associated Equipment and Services

October-2001

$164,475 Du Clene Cleaning Services Pty
Ltd

Kings Park Botanic Garden - Cleaning Service to Toilets and
Associated Buildings

November-2002

$237,834 West Coast Building Co Pty Ltd Kyilla (North Perth) Primary School - New Library Resource
Centre

January-2000

$277,400 ADT Security Pty Ltd Library and Information Services of Western Australia - Provision
of Security Service for Alexander Library Building

September-2002

$334,645 Durabuilt Homes Lockridge and Dampier Schools - Transportable Staff Residence December-1999

$85,570 Palace Homes and Construction
Pty Ltd

Lockridge Primary School - Library Extensions November-1999

$658,000 Pacific Building Co. Maddington High School - Middle School Refurbishment December-1999

$302,886 Dalcon Constructions Pty Ltd Main Roads Department - Construction - Bitumen Test Bay
Facility

January-2000

$948,825 Devaugh Pty Ltd Margaret River Senior High School and Margaret River Primary
School - New Administration Blocks

January-2000

$98,275 Open Systems Support Pty Ltd Metropolitan Cemeteries Board Records System Software March-2000

$173,251 Anite Networks Ltd Ministry of Fair Trading - Supply & Installation of Active
Hardware

September-2002

$1,135,000 Telsol Pty Ltd Ministry of Justice Supply of Offender Electronic Monitoring
Systems

July-2001

$165,000 Mission Australia Ministry of Premier and Cabinet, Graffiti Program - Provision of
Innovative and Constructive Alternatives for Youth Involved in
Graffiti Vandalism

August-2002

$260,007 Z-TEK COMPUTER (WA) PTY
LTD

Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet - Replacement of Printers in
the Offices of Member of the WA Parliament (Retender)

February-2000
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$486,268 Dalcon Constructions Pty Ltd North Cottesloe and Jolimont Primary Schools - New Covered
Assembly Areas

January-2000

$127,000 Cox Howlett & Bailey Woodland North Quinns Primary School - Contract for Service - Lead
Consultant

December-2000

$234,356 Dawn Express Partitioning Pty
Ltd

Office of Energy, Governor Stirling Tower - Level 9, Fitout November-1999

$96,330 Freiberg Australia Pty Ltd Office of Energy, Governor Stirling Tower - Level 9, Screened
Workstations

October-1999

$198,544 Franmore Constructions Pty Ltd Oombulgurri Remote Community School - Administration
Building

December-1999

$95,360 Nilsen Electric (W.A.) Pty Ltd Parliament House - Legislative Council Chamber - Lighting December-1999

$69,500 A.B. Tilbury Pty Ltd Parliament House - Supply and Install Emergency Lighting December-1999

$97,411 Designair Group Peel Health Campus - Operating Theatre Upgrade - Selected
Quotes

November-1999

$1,263,603 JM & ED Moore PEEL SENIOR CAMPUS FORWARD WORKS AND IN-
GROUND SERVICES

November-1999

$52,560 Wormald Fire & Air Conditioning Pegs Creek Primary School - Air-conditioning Replacement Block
A

November-1999

$147,863 Building Workshop Pty Ltd Perth Zoo - Multi-Function Pavilion November-1999

$1,426,500 Hames Sharley (WA) Pty Ltd Police Operations Support Facility Midland - Request for Proposal May-2002

$326,010 Works Infrastructure Pty Ltd Police Training Academy, Joondalup - Forward Works December-1999

$953,250 Merredin Pest and Weed Control;
Narembeen Ag Spray; Narembeen
Spraying Services Pty Ltd; T & D
Ibbotson Contractors Pty Ltd

Provision of Searching and Spraying of Skeleton Weed in the
Shires of Kondinin, Lake Grace, Narembeen and Yilgarn for
Agriculture WA

January-2000

$102,258 IWF Fencing Pty Ltd Rally Australia - Provision of a Fencing Contractor August-2002

$153,030 Newicks Electrical Services Rally Australia - Provision of Electrical Contracting Services August-2002

$71,064 West Australian Sports Centre
Trust - Challenge Stadium

Rally Australia - Provision of Front of House Staff August-2002

$594,412 Kim Gorey Turf Maintenance;
Ertech Pty Ltd

Rally Australia - Provision of Track Construction Services August-2000

$216,802 ISSI Security Services Rangeview Remand Centre Replacement of Perimeter Detection
System

November-1999

$398,285 Spaanderman Homes Pty Ltd Ravensthorpe District High School Canteen & Covered Assembly January-2000

$6,185,772 BGC Construction, a division of
Homestyle Pty Ltd

Rockingham Justice Complex - Construction September-2000

$569,419 Ideal Contractors (W.A.) Pty Ltd Roebuck (Broome) Primary School - Playing Fields/Carpark -
Construction

November-1999

$412,893 Callan Construction Rottnest Island - Upgrade Holiday Cottages South Thomson '99 November-1999

$21,397,000 Cooper & Oxley Builders Pty Ltd Shenton College - New Western Suburbs High School -
Construction

December-2000

$979,833 Golden West  Corporate Pty Ltd South East Metropolitan College - Bentley Campus Cleaning
Services

September-2003

$3,821,000 Universal Constructions Pty Ltd South Port Kennedy (Endeavour) Primary School - Construction April-2000

$324,526 Devaugh Pty Ltd South Regional College of TAFE - Manjimup Campus - Retender
of Incomplete Works

January-2000

$220,411 National Interiors State Revenue Department, Mount Newman House Fitout
Alterations Level 14 and parts of other floors

October-1999

$6,276,160 Allied Pickfords Pty Ltd The Western Australia Police Service - Provision of Services for
the Transport of Furniture and Effects

September-2001

$148,853 Arrow Holdings Pty Ltd Transportable Administration Buildings Supply contract for
Tincurrin and Yandeyarra Schools

November-1999

$856,840 Quality Builders Pty Ltd Transportable Classrooms - Supply Package 3 - 1999/2000 November-1999

$111,612 Arrow Holdings Pty Ltd Various Schools - Construction of No.4 Transportable
Bathroom/Toilet Units for Disabled Persons

November-1999

$200,000 Direct Communications Pty Ltd W.A. Police Service - Supply of Radio Equipment August-2000

$661,760 Cunningham Martyn Design WA Museum - Exhibition Design Consultant - New Maritime
Museum

October-2001
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$150,000 Cannington International Training;
Peter J Jones and Associates Pty
Ltd; South Metropolitan College
of TAFE

WA Police Service - Consultancy for Curriculum Design and
Development of the Quality System

August-2002

$337,000 Ralph Beattie Bosworth Pty Ltd WA Police Service - Operations Support Facility - Cost
Management Services

May-2000

$7,000,000 Compaq Computer Australia Pty
Ltd; Alpha West Pty Ltd; Stott and
Hoare Business Computers; GE
Capital IT Solutions; Business
Computers of Australia Pty Ltd;
Ipex Information Technology
Group Pty Ltd; Senteq
Information Systems

WA Police Service - Various Information Technology Products August-2001

$20,000,000 Commonwealth Bank of Australia WA Police Service Provision of an Operating Lease Facility August-2002

$894,452 West Coast Building Co Pty Ltd Wembley Primary School Alterations and Additions February-2000

$2,883,320 Arrix Integrated West Coast College of TAFE - Balga, Carine and Joondalup
Campuses - Cleaning Services

September-2002

$900,000 Athur Andersen; BDO Nelson
Parkhill; Deakin Consulting Pty
Ltd; Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu;
DMR Consulting (Australia) Pty
Ltd; Ernst & Young; The Fallon
Group; KPMG; Page Kirk &
Jennings; Pannell Kerr Forster;
PricewaterhouseCoopers

Western Australian Government Agencies - Provision of Goods
and Services Tax (GST) Consultancy Advice

July-2000

$147,978 The Marketing Centre Pty Ltd Western Australian Rock Lobster Industry - Development of a
Market Focused Industry Strategy

September-2000

$108,008 Hydro Engineering Pty Ltd Women’s Water Garden Pump Replacement September-1999

$240,000 Stanton Partners Workcover Provision of Internal Audit Services August-2002

* May include warranty periods, exercisable contract extensions and defects liability periods

Office of Youth Affairs
(1) Nil.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

OFFICE OF CITIZENSHIP AND MULTICULTURAL INTERESTS
(1) Nil.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

STATE SUPPLY COMMISSION
(1) Nil.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1172. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr COWAN replied:

The Minister for Racing and Gaming has provided the following reply :
Office of Racing, Gaming and Liquor Burswood Park Board
WA Greyhound Racing Authority 

(1)-(5) Nil.

Totalisator Agency Board
(1) One (for IT mainframe upgrade).

(2) $349,724 (est) variable, depending on project/fees for service.

(3) IBM.

(4) To upgrade the “back-up” processor and run it as the “front-up” processor for the 2.5 month period from Caulfield
Cup to Perth Cup. Extension of lease from September 2000 to June 2002.
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(5) June 2002.

Lotteries Commission
(1) One.

(2) $452,957.

(3) Alphawest.

(4) Purchase of computer equipment for back-up site.

(5) This contract is for a one-off purchase – to be paid on delivery.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1173. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

Two $197 200 Tesla Airborne Provision of an Airborne  14 January 2000
Geoscience Pty Ltd Geophysical Survey on

Stanley and Youanmi Mapsheets

$800 000 Gel Group Provision of programmers 5 September 2001
Consultech Engineering experienced in Powerbuilder
People in Computers as required for a two-year period.
Talent International Pty Ltd
UNISYS People
Design Plus Pty Ltd
SAC Pty Ltd

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1174. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr PRINCE replied:

Police
(1) 5.

(2) (i) Estimated $150,000 (including optional extensions of contract).
(ii) Estimated $75,000 (including optional extensions of contract).
(iii) $63,992.
(iv) $122,531.
(v) Estimated $200,000 (including optional extensions of contract).

(3) (i) Panel contract with Cannington International Training, Peter J Jones and Associates Pty Ltd and South
Metropolitan College of TAFE (called by Contract and Management Services on behalf of WAPS).

(ii) Hydraulic Contracting and Supply Pty Ltd.
(iii) Onsite Logistics.
(iv) Onsite Logistics.
(v) Direct Communications Pty Ltd.

(4) (i) Provision of consultancy services by a single or a panel of contractors for curriculum design and
development of the quality system for training undertaken at the WA Police Academy for the WAPS.

(ii) Maintenance of the Roadshow Trailer for the WAPS Road Safety Section.
(iii) Design, supply and install computerised visual display units to Roadshow exhibits.
(iv) Design, upgrade and replace visual display units to Roadshow exhibits.
(v) Supply and deliver repeater radio equipment.



[Tuesday, 16 November 1999] 3235

(5) (i) Initial completion date is 4/8/2000.  Final completion date, including optional extensions of contract is
5/8/2002.

(ii) Initial completion date is 5/9/2001.  Final completion date, including optional extensions of contract is
5/9/2002.

(iii) 11/10/1999.
(iv) 11/10/1999.
(v) Initial completion date is 24/8/2000.  Final completion date, including optional extensions of contract is

24/8/2002.

Emergency Services
(1) 3 Contracts

(2) T6 - 1999 Rescue and Climbing Equipment - $122,400
T7 - 1999 Generators, Compressors and Chainsaws  - $78,450
T8 - 1999 SES Communication Equipment - $113,500

(3) T6 - 1999 Rescue and Climbing Equipment B Mountain Designs
T7 - 1999 Generators, Compressors and Chainsaws B Sandersson Engineering
T8 B 1999 SES Communication Equipment B Mobile Masters

(4) T6 - 1999 Rescue and Climbing Equipment B Mountain Designs; supply and delivery of specified goods under
contract
T7 - 1999 Generators, Compressors and Chainsaws B Sandersson Engineering; supply and delivery of specified
goods under contract
T8 B 1999 SES Communication Equipment B Mobile Masters; supply and delivery of specified goods under
contract

(5) Contract No: T6-1999; 07/09/2002
Contract No: T7 B 1999; 14/09/2002
Contract No. T8 B 1999; 31/08/2002

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1175. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

Ministry/ArtsWA
(1) None.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

Library and Information Service of Western Australia
(1) 1 contract.

(2) $55480

(3) ADT Security

(4) Provision of after hours security to Alexander Library Building

(5) 30/9/2002

Western Australian Museum
(1) One.

(2) $660,000

(3) Cunningham Martin Design.

(4) Design, development, installation and project management of exhibitions for the new Maritime Museum at
Fremantle

(5) December 2001

Art Gallery of Western Australia
(1) The Art Gallery of Western Australia has not entered into any contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment

contracts) between 1 August and 30 September 1999

(2)-(5) Not applicable.
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Perth Theatre Trust
(1)-(5) Nil.

ScreenWest

(1)-(5) Nil.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1176. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

See preamble to response provided to Parliamentary Question Legislative Assembly 213 dated 11 August 1999.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1178. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

(1) 7.

(2)-(5)
1. (2) $90,000

(3) Dr Richard Kain
(4) Medical Practitioner – Canning Vale Prison.
(5) 1 February 2000 (options to extend)

2. (1) $58,455
(2) Toshiba
(3) Photocopier
(4) 29 August 2004

3. (2) $386,266
(3) Ess Pty Ltd
(4) Development of Detailed Requirements and Design Specifications for further extensions to

Genisys
(5) 19 February 2000 (options to extend)

4. (2) $65,000
(3) Colortype Press
(4) Printing of Business Cards
(5) 15 September 2000 (options to extend)

5. (2) $120,000
(3) Pamela Chandler
(4) Offender Remedial Treatment - Geraldton
(5) 25 September 2000 (options to extend)

6. (2) $110,620
(3) Sands Print
(4) Printing of Law Reform Report
(5) 1 October 1999

7. (2) $851,000
(3) Sun Microsystems
(4) Extensions of BDMW Service Agreement to include Managed Server Services
(5) 31 August 2002
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GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1179. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency under
the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) None.

(2)-(5) Not applicable.

FINES 2000 SYSTEM

1181. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 782 of 1999, exactly what is the proposed Fines 2000 system?

(2) What is the nature of the detailed requirement specifications referred to in the Minister's answer?

(3) What is the nature of the work that will be undertaken by Ernst & Young?

(4) What outcome does the Government expect from the work to be undertaken?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) Replace and improve the technology that supports the current fines enforcement system.

(2) The specifications being developed are for the construction and implementation of the ‘Fines 2000 System’
including, details of existing specifications with necessary modifications, incorporation of the new requirements
of the enhanced system, time-frame of the build, software and hardware requirements, integration with other
systems and an estimate of costs.  The specifications include, but are not limited to, the following:

A Electronic lodgement and messaging between the Fines Enforcement Registry, Transport, Police and
prosecuting agencies.

A Interactive Voice Recognition System to facilitate payment by credit card 24 hours’ 7 days.
A Improvement in accounting procedures including audit requirements.
A Provision of more meaningful and timely management information.
A Improved lodgement and payment for courts.  The provision of information to the judiciary to assist with

sentencing.
A Electronic funds transfer
A Direct debit facilities
A Web enabled (lodgement and payment)
A Call centre functionality
A Simplify programming changes by allowing the user to undertake basic changes.

(3) Ernst and Young are providing project management and business analyst services.  In addition Ernst and Young
will manage the tender process.

(4) Upgrade of existing hardware and software to accommodate workload, improve the collection process, integrate
financial functionality and upgrade of electronic links to internal and external parties.  

FREMANTLE SILOS, HERITAGE LISTING

1205. Mr McGOWAN to the Minister for Heritage:

I refer to the Minister's delay in deciding upon Heritage listing for the Fremantle Silos and ask -

(a) why has the Minister delayed making a decision on this matter since May this year;

(b) will the Minister support these silos being Heritage listed; and

(c) what is the Heritage Council's recommendation?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(a) The interim heritage listing of the whole place has significant implications for the expansion of the Port operations. 
These implications are still under review by the Heritage Council of Western Australia and the Fremantle Port
Authority.

(b) The matter is still under consideration pending the outcome of the above deliberations.

(c) The Heritage Council has recommended entry in the Register of Heritage Places on an interim basis for the CBH
Silos at North Fremantle.
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TRIGG HERITAGE COTTAGES

1208. Mr McGOWAN to the Minister for Heritage:

I refer to the Trigg Heritage Cottages and heritage issues associated with the buildings on site and ask -

(a) will the Government be giving heritage listing and protection to these buildings;

(b) if not, why not;

(c) when will the Government be making a decision on this matter;

(d) does the Government accept that this site has very significant heritage value;

(e) what is the recommendation of the Heritage Council on this matter;

(f) will the Government release their report; and

(g) where does that recommendation lie?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(a) No.

(b) I was not of the opinion that the place had either cultural heritage significance or possessed special interest
associated with heritage, to warrant the protection of the Heritage Council of Western Australia 1990 (the Act).

(c) I made my decision on 6 April 1999.

(d) No.

(e) The Heritage Council recommended entry in the Register of Heritage Places.

(f) The assessment documentation of the place is available from the Heritage Council of Western Australia.

(g) The recommendation was rejected.

DENMARK AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, HERITAGE LISTING

1209. Mr McGOWAN to the Minister for Heritage:

I refer to the Denmark Agricultural College Buildings and heritage issues associated with the buildings on site and ask -

(a) will the Government be giving heritage listing and protection to these buildings;

(b) if not, why not;

(c) when will the Government be making a decision on this matter;

(d) does the Government accept that this site has very significant heritage value;

(e) what is the recommendation of the Heritage Council on this matter;

(f) will the Government release their report; and

(g) where does that recommendation lie?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(a) No.

(b) The Heritage Council has determined that the Denmark Residential College does not meet the threshold for entry
in the State Register of Heritage Places.  The Heritage Council recognises that the place has cultural heritage
significance for the local community and interpretation was an important issue to be considered.

(c) The Heritage Council agreed at its 11 June 1999 meeting that the place did not reach the threshold for entry in the
State Register of Heritage Places.

(d) No.

(e) See (b) above.

(f) The assessment documentation for this place is available for the Heritage Council.

(g) The place was referred under section 9 of the Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990 (the Act) and an assessment
was undertaken by the Heritage Council which showed that the place was below threshold.  There has not been a
recommendation made to the Minister in this case.

PERTH BERKLEY FLATS, HERITAGE LISTING

1210. Mr McGOWAN to the Minister for Heritage:

I refer to the Perth Berkley Flats and heritage issues associated with the buildings on site and ask -

(a) will the Government be giving heritage listing and protection to these buildings;

(b) if not, why not;

(c) when will the Government be making a decision on this matter;
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(d) does the Government accept that this site has very significant heritage value;

(e) what is the recommendation of the Heritage Council on this matter;

(f) will the Government release their report; and

(g) where does that recommendation lie?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(a) No.

(b) The Heritage Council of Western Australia has determined that the Berkley Flats at 190 Adelaide Terrace, Perth
did not meet the threshold for entry in the State Register of Heritage Places.

(c) The Heritage Council agreed at its 13 August 1999 meeting that the place did not reach the threshold for entry in
the State Register of Heritage Places.

(d) No.

(e) See (b) above.

(f) The assessment documentation for this place is available from the Heritage Council.

(g) The place was referred under section 9 of the Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990 (the Act) and an assessment
was undertaken by the Heritage Council which showed that the place was below threshold.  There has not been a
recommendation made to the Minister in this case.

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, RESERVE PRICES

1265. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Works and Services:

I refer to vehicle disposal contract No. 333A1996 awarded to Western Australian Auto Auctions in July 1996 and I ask -

(a) will the Minister advise who determines the vehicle reserve prices;

(b) how are these reserve prices determined;

(c) do any Government departments or officials have any input into determining these prices; and

(d) if not, why not?

Mr BOARD replied:

(a) The vehicle reserve prices are set by Matrix in consultation with WA Auto Auctions prior to the weekly Wednesday
morning public auctions.

(b) Vehicle reserve prices are set on a vehicle by vehicle basis in response to the prevailing market conditions.

(c) No. However, Treasury routinely monitors prices received at auction.

(d) This role is undertaken by Matrix as the fleet funding facility manager.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

ALINTAGAS AND WESTRAIL, PRIVATISATION

427. Dr GALLOP to the Premier: 

Does the Premier agree that the Opposition parties are reflecting the will of the people in opposing the Government's plans
to privatise AlintaGas and Westrail in the Legislative Council?  If so, will the Premier pledge to keep these assets in public
ownership should his privatisation agenda be thwarted in the upper House, as appears likely, or will he go to the next election
promising to flog off those assets if re-elected?

Mr COURT replied:

The Government is keen to sell both of those assets.  The Leader of the Opposition is now indicating his opposition to any
privatisation.

Dr Gallop:  We oppose privatisation of those utilities and so do the people of Western Australia.  I remind the Premier that
on 22 October 1996 he said, "There are no plans to privatise Western Power and AlintaGas".  That is how much the
Premier's word can be trusted.  He misled the people at the last election.  We do not want any more misinformation from
him.  He has lied to the people of Western Australia before about these issues.

Withdrawal of Remark

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I require the Leader of the Opposition to withdraw that word.  I have given a lot of latitude.  The
Premier allowed the interjection to continue for some time.  However, once he starts replying, that should bring an end to
interjections of that nature.

Dr Gallop:  I withdraw.
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Questions without Notice Resumed

Mr COURT:  I thought it was more effective to let the interjection continue.

Dr Gallop:  What did you say on 22 October?  I remind you that there were no plans.  What sort of Premier are you?

Mr COURT:  Let us get it straight.  This is the Leader of the Opposition who thought nothing of selling off the State
Government Insurance Office - and I might say there was not much left of the organisation.  The Opposition is now policy
bereft.

Dr Gallop:  No, we have a very clear policy of opposing the privatisation of AlintaGas and Westrail; they are the issues.

Mr COURT:  No, the Opposition's very clear policy is that it will no longer support any privatisation.  

Dr Gallop:  You know our policy.  We oppose the privatisation of the State's major assets.  You know it and the people know
it.  Why don't you go to an election on it and have the guts to do what you did not do last time when you misled the people
about your intentions?  You deliberately misled the people about that issue.

Mr COURT:  This Government, in a very open way - 

Dr Gallop:  Very open way!  Misleading the people!

Mr COURT:  Does the Leader of the Opposition want me to answer the question or not?  In a very open way, this
Government has set out to sell AlintaGas.  The timing could not be better for AlintaGas to be put onto the market, when we
have been able to bring about the deregulation of the gas industry, as a result of which huge benefits are flowing through
to everyone in the State.  The Opposition is fiddling with a relatively small issue.

Dr Gallop:  A relatively small issue!  You are a joke!  Your backbenchers don't even believe you.

Mr COURT:  I will tell the Leader of the Opposition - the member for Pilbara knows it - what a big issue gas is:  It is selling
millions of tonnes of liquefied natural gas overseas.  That is a big issue that creates jobs.

Dr Gallop:  Is this what you meant before the last election by "having no plans"?

Mr COURT:  The timing is right for AlintaGas to be sold, to use the proceeds to retire debt and possibly build other public
assets.

Dr Gallop:  Possibly?

Mr COURT:  I would have thought it was a good deal.  I suggest that the Leader of the Opposition go to Rockingham and
Mandurah -

Dr Gallop:  I do it all the time.

Mr COURT:  No, he does not.

Dr Gallop:  Yes I do.

Mr COURT:  I suggest he go there and ask the people there whether they consider it appealing to have the Government build
a railway to Mandurah largely without debt, or to have it with debt.  That is the type of question the Leader of the Opposition
should be asking himself.  I certainly hope the sale of AlintaGas will go through this Parliament.

Dr Gallop:  It won't.  Are you willing to go to the next election following privatisation?

Mr COURT:  I would have no difficulty going to the next election with it as an issue.

Dr Gallop:  We will take you on any time on privatisation.  Call the election tomorrow and we will debate it.

Mr COURT:  Can I just get it straight:  Is the Opposition opposed to any privatisation of government assets?

Dr Gallop:  Premier, that is a stupid question.  We are opposed to privatisation and you know it.  You have seen our vote
in the upper House.

Mr COURT:  This is the man who, as the responsible minister in the previous Government, put through legislation in the
Parliament to sell the government insurance office.

Dr Gallop:  Premier, these little tricks won't work.  Mr Speaker, how long is the Premier allowed to answer a question?

Mr COURT:  What does the Leader of the Opposition mean when he says that it will not work?  He should explain why it
was acceptable to sell something when his party was in government; however, when his party is in opposition it can change
its policies.

The SPEAKER:  The level of interjection from all around the Chamber is too high.  The member for Armadale has had six
interjections.

WESTERN POWER AND ALINTAGAS, PRIVATISATION PLANS

428. Dr GALLOP to the Premier:

Does the Premier recall that on 22 October 1996 he told the Parliament that there were no plans to privatise Western Power
or AlintaGas?
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Mr COURT replied: 

There were no plans to do that.

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, VISIT BY FEDERAL MINISTER

429. Mrs van de KLASHORST to the Premier:

Has the Premier received any response from the Federal Government to his suggestion that the federal Minister for
Immigration and Multicultural Affairs visit Western Australia to discuss the influx of illegal immigrants to our northern
coast? 

Mr COURT replied: 

I had a lengthy conversation with the Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs, Philip Ruddock.  He outlined in
some detail to me the concerns of the Federal Government in relation to this issue.  It is concerned that a large number of
people appear to be in the process of coming into this country illegally.  Its major concern at present is a large number of
people, mainly from Middle Eastern countries, who are preparing to make a run into this country as part of a lucrative
people-smuggling trade.  I explained to the minister that for some time we have been expressing concerns in relation to both
defence and illicit drug importation about our very exposed coastline, particularly in the north of our State, and the fact that
we have two defence facilities at Learmonth and Curtin that are basically unmanned for most of the year.  The latest figures
indicate that 969 people are being held at Curtin.  As members know, it was not designed for that purpose; it is basically a
tent city at a pretty hot time of the year.  A further 49 people are scheduled to arrive shortly, which will take the total number
of people at Curtin to over 1 000, and there are 698 people at Port Hedland.  

The Commonwealth has introduced legislative measures into the Federal Parliament that will allow authorities to stop and
board vessels in international waters if they believe the vessels are involved in people smuggling.  It is also seeking to
streamline the process for dealing with illegal immigrants and to tighten up the residency permits.  As I understand it, those
measures are yet to get support from the Labor Party in Canberra.  Mr Ruddock will be visiting Western Australia on 1
December and I will be meeting him on that occasion.

Mr Graham:  Can you answer an impromptu question from me?  Can you help us get Mr Ruddock to come to Port Hedland
and seriously address the offer that the Port Hedland Town Council has made to fund the centre?

Mr COURT:  I know he is coming to Perth, but I do not know whether he is travelling to the north. 

Mr Graham:  When you talk to him, can you try to get him to come to Port Hedland?

Mr COURT:  I heard on the radio the issue raised by the Port Hedland Town Council.  The deputy mayor rang while I was
on air.  I discussed that proposition with Mr Ruddock.  I told him that the Port Hedland community is prepared to put in the
facilities for an additional 250 people.  He made the point that the Federal Government is spending a huge amount of money
on the logistics of handling these people.  He said that a facility for 400-plus people would be reopened at Woomera.  I am
quite prepared to further promote that proposal. 

Mr Graham:  Can you get him to come to Port Hedland?

Mr COURT:  I have already suggested to him that if he were to travel to the north, I would be willing to go with him and
we could arrange to meet with the member for Pilbara and the deputy mayor. 

PROSTITUTION, LEGISLATION

430. Mrs ROBERTS to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier's recent claims that legislation is not the solution to Western Australia's uncontained and uncontrolled
sex industry. 

(1) If legislation is not the answer, why is the Minister for Police reportedly into his eighth draft of a prostitution
regulation Bill, and why is the Commissioner of Police calling for new laws to give his officers urgently needed
new powers to combat street walkers? 

(2) Are both the Minister for Police and the commissioner wrong to say that legislation will help, or was the Premier
simply offering another excuse for his failure to provide leadership on an issue the community is demanding the
Premier address? 

Mr COURT replied:

That is bit steep, coming from a Labor Party that had 10 years in government to handle this issue and at best asked a
committee to look into it.  Members opposite had 10 years and they did nothing.  

(1)-(2) This is a difficult issue, and I do not want to create an expectation that a legislative framework will solve the issues
associated with prostitution, because that would be totally unrealistic.  No country in the world has been able to
put in place a legislative framework to handle this issue.  I have said in this House on many occasions that I am the
first to admit that the Government is struggling to put a legislative framework in place.  The Minister for Police,
along with four other ministers, has looked at a range of ways in which these issues can be addressed.  I have never
said that we cannot improve legislation.  The member for Midland has raised issues about streetwalking, and there
are ways we can give the police additional powers to handle the issue of child prostitution, streetwalking, kerb
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crawlers and advertising.  A group has drafted legislation which has been discussed in Cabinet and among
backbenchers.  We have also attempted to put in place a broader legislative framework on the regulation of the
industry.  We have found that particularly hard.  We believe that we can draft legislation that would assist the police
on issues such as child prostitution, streetwalking, kerb crawlers, and advertising, which are causing concern among
the public.  However, it would be unrealistic to say that we could bring in that legislation and solve those problems,
because no society has been able to solve those problems.

Mrs Roberts:  If you show us a draft, perhaps we can help you in a bipartisan approach.

Mr COURT:  That is a generous offer.  When we have draft legislation to address the issues raised by the member for
Midland, we will allow the Opposition to look at that draft legislation before it is introduced into the Parliament.

E-COMMERCE, ADVANTAGES TO REGIONAL BUSINESSES

431. Mr BARRON-SULLIVAN to the Minister for Works:

Last week one of the many businessmen in my electorate who occasionally tenders for government business attended the
World Electronic Conference in Perth.  What are the advantages for regional businesses in the development of e-commerce?

Mr BOARD replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  It is interesting that people came to the most isolated city in the world
to discuss electronic commerce.  The reality is that in a seamless, borderless electronic world, regional businesses are no
longer disadvantaged.  The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development and the World Trade Organisation
were represented by 13 international speakers.  They recognise that Western Australia is well advanced in the development
of electronic commerce, particularly with the Government acting as a facilitator and catalyst for business to trade on the
Internet.  

The Department of Contract and Management Services has announced a number of new initiatives that have been of great
benefit to business.  Members would be aware of the department's electronic bulletin board which receives 25 000 visits from
businesses a week.  A number of initiatives have been developed in that program, and it is a tremendous asset for,
particularly regional businesses, to sell to not only the Government but also one another.  The mapping and downloading
facility is a world first, and is a great opportunity, particularly for builders and subcontractors, to obtain not only documents
but valuable mapping and building criteria.  CAMS now provides early tender advice.  It gives three months' notice of all
tenders in Western Australia.  This is the only State to have done that.  Within six months all tenders will be able to be
lodged electronically, which will mean big savings in cost and timeliness, particularly for small businesses.  There has also
been the development of the electronic marketplace from the government sales net, which will sell government mapping and
so forth.  Again, they are initiatives that are the first of their kind in Australia.

The seminar was very successful.  Debate continues about the extent of the framework which government should control. 
We are letting the marketplace get on with that.  The Government is acting as a facilitator, and the big beneficiaries are
particularly regional business and small business.

PETRELIS, ANDREW, POLICE ACCESS TO INFORMATION

432. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

I refer to media reports that three police officers used the police mainframe computer to ascertain details about the new
identity given to Andrew Petrelis, who had entered the witness protection program in 1995, and to the death of Mr Petrelis
in suspicious circumstances.

(1) What reasons were given by the officers for seeking information about a person in the witness protection program?

(2) Was any action taken against the three officers; and, if so, what action?

(3) If no action was taken, why not?

(4) Is it correct that two of the three officers are still serving members of the Western Australia Police Service?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1)-(4) I have received a detailed briefing on that question.  It is not as complete as I would need to answer the member's
question in detail.  However, I can tell the member that Mr Petrelis was to be a crown witness in the then pending
prosecution for drug offences of John Kizon and Michael Rippingale.  That was in 1995, so it is four and a half
years ago.  The incidents about which we are talking occurred in 1994.  On 1 February 1995, the National Crime
Authority and the Western Australia Police Service introduced Petrelis to the witness protection program, and he
was granted that status.  It was approved by a committee that was overseen by an assistant commissioner at the time. 
In May 1995, Petrelis went to Queensland under an assumed identity.  On 11 September 1995, he was found dead
from an accidental heroin overdose, and his death was investigated by the Queensland Police Service and the
Queensland Coroner.  The Queensland Coroner determined not to hold an inquest.  Therefore, investigative bodies
in Queensland examined the death of the man and determined that there was no reason to investigate further.

Allegations of unauthorised computer access have been subject to investigation by the internal affairs unit.  As a
consequence of that, a Constable Kevin Davy was found to have accessed the computer about Petrelis.  He was
charged and that led to his resignation.  However, it was an unrelated computer breach that led to that.  There was
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evidence of access to Petrelis' particulars by a police officer other than Constable Davy.  That matter has been the
subject of investigation by the internal affairs unit.  No-one has been charged.

Since the completion of the trial last week, I think, the Assistant Commissioner, Professional Standards, Mr
Lienert - a new appointment - has been asked to review the matter.  At the moment he is examining the files and
so forth from the inquiry into the matter some years ago.  That action was initiated by the Commissioner of Police,
Mr Matthews.  I expect that when Assistant Commissioner Lienert has had the opportunity to do that job I will be
briefed further.  Certainly I shall seek more information on whatever he finds as a result of his review of the matter. 
That is as far as I am able to answer the member's question today.

SPINAL CORD INJURIES

433. Mr OSBORNE to the Minister for Health:

What action is being taken to reduce the incidence of spinal cord injuries in Western Australia?

Mr DAY replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  There is no doubt that spinal cord injuries are a devastating form of
injury, both in physical and emotional terms.  They have a substantial social and financial cost on our community.  We know
that each year in Western Australia approximately 150 people are admitted to the spinal injury unit of the Royal Perth
Rehabilitation Hospital as a result of spinal cord injury.

Ms McHale:  Will it be closed down?  You are closing down the Shenton Park rehabilitation unit.

Mr DAY:  If the member wants me to, I will return to that.  However, I will concentrate on the main point of the question.

Dr Gallop:  We do want you to.

Mr DAY:  I will come back to it.

Of those 150 people who are injured in Western Australia each year, approximately 60 require the permanent use of a
wheelchair as a result of the development of either paraplegia or quadriplegia.  In recent years, there has been a large
increase in the number of people who receive such an injury, and that is of significant concern.  For example, in the 10-year
period from 1988 to 1997, there were 352 admissions to the spinal injuries unit.  However, in the one-year period from July
1998 to June 1999, there were 135 admissions.  Therefore, the rate of injury has increased substantially.  The people most
affected are males, particularly between the ages of 17 and 35, who comprise about three-quarters of those who are injured. 
The major cause of spinal injury is motor vehicle crashes, but motorbike crashes, diving into shallow water, falls, bicycle
injuries, sports injuries, work-related accidents and horse riding are also significant causes of such injury.

In that context, I was pleased to launch this morning Spinal Awareness Week, on behalf of the spinal injuries prevention
program, which is supported by the Paraplegic Benefit Fund and the Lotteries Commission.  The week has the theme "Do
not break your neck to get into the water this summer" and will involve a range of educational activities in schools,
workplaces and the community.  I urge all members of Parliament to get behind that message and to promote to the
community the need for people to take great care about their activities, particularly outdoor activities, over the forthcoming
summer so that they do not end up with a severe spinal injury which may put them in a wheelchair for life.

PETRELIS, ANDREW, ACCESS TO INFORMATION

434. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

I refer to the death of protected witness Andrew Petrelis and ask -

(1) What actions were taken to further protect Mr Petrelis when it was realised that his new identity had been accessed,
without authorisation, on the police mainframe computer?

(2) What security has been put in place by the Western Australia Police Service to ensure that the identity of protected
witnesses cannot be accessed by unauthorised police officers, and when were any such measures implemented?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1)-(2) I cannot answer the first question because I do not have that information available at the moment -

Dr Gallop:  Why did you not check up on this when the story was in the newspaper?  You are a minister who does nothing. 
We have major problems in our community, and you sit there waiting for a briefing.  This is not the first time this has
happened.  You are a disgrace!

Mr PRINCE:  Has the Leader of the Opposition finished?

Dr Gallop:  Yes.

Mr PRINCE:  Good.  I will carry on.  I did, however, as soon as I became aware of the problem, ask the appropriate
questions, and the information, I have no doubt, will be supplied.  It was four to five years ago.  

With regard to access to the computer base which holds this information, I strongly have the view, and I am sure the Leader
of the Opposition agrees, that such access should be on a need-to-know basis and restricted to as few individuals as possible. 
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That is what it should be, and that is what, as far as I am aware, it is.  I want to know what the position was four to five years
ago, because that is information that I need to know; and when I have that answer, I will tell members opposite.

PETRELIS, ANDREW, RELEASE OF INFORMATION

435. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

I ask a supplementary question.  Can the minister guarantee to this House that highly confidential police information about
Mr Petrelis was not corruptly released?

Mr PRINCE replied: 

No, I cannot, but I can guarantee that any police officer who is found to be corrupt will be dealt with.  There is absolutely
no doubt that this Government, representing the people of this State, insists that that shall be the case.  There may or may
not be an element of corruption in this matter.  Members opposite should be very careful about drawing that conclusion. 
Until there is information and evidence that can lead them to draw that conclusion, all they are doing is scaremongering,
politicising the police and creating problems.  Deal with evidence, deal with facts; do not deal with speculation that is based
on rumour and innuendo.

HARVEY RAILWAY STATION, MODIFICATION

436. Mr BRADSHAW to the minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will the minister please inform the House of when the Harvey Railway Station will be modified to enable people
with disabilities to use the Australind service?

(2) If this structure is successful, will other railway stations between Perth and Bunbury have similar structures put in
place?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) As a result of consultation with the local community, Westrail has submitted to the Shire of Harvey for approval
a planning proposal for the construction of a new high-level platform.  The design of the new platform incorporates
a ramp to provide access to the Australind for people in wheelchairs.  Subject to local authority approval, it is
expected that the new platform will be constructed prior to 30 June 2000.

(2) If the high-level platform to be built at Harvey proves to be successful, the concept will be extended to other
Australind stopping points.

The member for Murray-Wellington has raised this issue with me on a number of occasions and I recall clearly
a visit I made to the train station with the local member.  Although this result has taken some time, it is a step in
the right direction.

LEIGHTON SHORES DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY PROTEST

437. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Premier:

I refer to the Premier's claim that the Government will not proceed with the Leighton Shores development unless it has
broad community support and ask -

(1) Does the Premier accept that the 10 000-strong protest against the development on 7 November demonstrates
that the community does not support this proposal?

(2) Therefore, why has the Government not withdrawn the plan?

(3) Has it not done so because the Government has liabilities to Multiplex under this arrangement which would
have to be paid out?

Mr COURT replied:

(1)-(3) The proposal is going through a proper process.  It has yet to go through any of the planning approval type
processes and I am sure that those strong community concerns and that sort of protest have been heard and will
have an effect on the end proposal put forward.  The member might get more information if she asked a
question of the proper minister.

LEIGHTON SHORES DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING PROCESSES

438. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Premier:

I have a supplementary question.  Does the Premier agree with the Leader of the House that the planning processes have
been improperly conducted and done in the wrong order?

Mr COURT replied:

The Leader of the House has not said that the planning processes have been "improperly conducted".  Like all projects
of this type, this project has a long way to go before approvals are granted.
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CALGON WATER TREATMENT PLANT, TWO ROCKS

439. Mr MacLEAN to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Has the Tokyu Corporation finalised negotiations with the Water Corporation for the land required for the
Calgon water treatment plant at Two Rocks?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Can the minister advise when this facility will be completed?

Dr HAMES replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.

(1)-(3) No, negotiations have not yet been finalised with the Tokyu Corporation.  The Water Corporation is keen to get
on and build this facility.  It is something Two Rocks has wanted for a long time and which the Government
regards as essential.  However, those negotiations are well under way and we expect the facility to be
completed within six weeks of the acquisition of that land.

MOTOR SPORT COMPLEX, KWINANA

440. Mr McGOWAN to the Minister for Resources Development:

I refer to the Government's proposal to build a $21m motor sport complex in Kwinana.

(1) As the most senior economics minister in the Government - despite what the Minister for Finance might think -
does the minister support this complex being built on a site involving significant issues of societal risk, noise
and encroachment on industrial land?

(2) If not, will the minister join the Kwinana Industries Council in rejecting this site?

The SPEAKER:  Order!  Questions need to be related to a minister's portfolio.  If the Minister for Resources
Development considers that it is within his competency to handle this question, I will give him the call.

Mr BARNETT replied:. 

(1)-(2) I thank the member for the question.  The motor sports complex is the responsibility of the Minister for
Planning, and I have responsibility for Kwinana industries.  I am aware of concerns about this proposal as I
have had discussions with the Kwinana Industries Council on the matter.  A negative with this site is its
potential societal risk.  Also, it could potentially act as a disincentive for further capital investment on the
Kwinana strip.  In relation to my Resources portfolio, I have conveyed those views to the minister handling that
issue, as well as a host of other matters relating to that site.

__________


	 CUTTS TRANSPORT PTY LTD, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PACKAGE
	 Statement by Deputy Premier

	 VISIT TO THAILAND AND MALAYSIA
	 Statement by Minister for Labour Relations

	 AUSTRALIAN TRAINING AWARDS
	Statement by Minister for Employment and Training

	 KATH FRENCH CENTRE, STONEVILLE
	 Statement by Minister for Family and Children's Services

	 BILLS - ASSENT
	School Education Bill 1997.
	Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation Amendment Bill (No. 3) 1999.
	Water Services Coordination Amendment Bill 1999.
	Midland Redevelopment Bill 1999.

	 BILLS - APPROPRIATIONS
	Financial Administration and Audit Amendment Bill 1999.
	State Superannuation and Family Benefits Amendment Bill 1999.

	 BILLS - RETURNED
	Acts Amendment (Fixed Odds Betting) Bill 1999.
	Totalisator Agency Board Betting Tax Amendment Bill 1999.

	 INTERFET FORCE IN EAST TIMOR, LETTER FROM MAJOR GENERAL COSGROVE
	 Statement by Speaker

	 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE, UNANSWERED
	 EAGLE BAY SETTLEMENT, WATER-SEWERAGE PIPELINES
	 Petition

	 BUNBURY, LAND CLEARING
	 Petition

	 AUDIO-VISUAL BROADCASTING OF PROCEEDINGS OF LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
	 Procedure and Privileges Committee Report

	 PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND EXPENDITURE REVIEW COMMITTEE, ESTIMATES SURVEY
	 Statement by Speaker

	 LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN MINISTER FOR POLICE
	 Matter of Public Interest

	 BILLS - RETURNED
	Court Security and Custodial Services Bill 1998.
	Court Security and Custodial Services (Consequential Provisions) Bill 1998.
	State Trading Concerns Amendment Bill 1999.

	 REAL ESTATE LEGISLATION (FIDELITY GUARANTEE FUNDS) AMENDMENT BILL 1999
	 Second Reading

	 FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION AND AUDIT AMENDMENT BILL 1999
	 Declaration as Urgent
	 Second Reading
	 Consideration in Detail

	 LIQUOR LICENSING AMENDMENT BILL 1998
	 Restoration to Notice Paper - Council's Message

	 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
	ROCKINGHAM-MANDURAH RAIL LINK
	FORESTS AND FORESTRY, ANALYSIS OF DR CLARK'S PAPER
	MINISTERIAL STAFF, PRESENTS AND SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
	OMEX SITE, PUBLIC OPEN DAY
	MINISTERS OF THE CROWN, CREDIT CARD EXPENDITURE BY MINISTERIAL OFFICERS
	ROAD CONTRACTS
	ROAD CONTRACTS
	ROAD CONTRACTS
	FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES, HOSTEL IN GRAND PROMENADE, BEDFORD
	TOURISM COMMISSION, CHARGES FOR SERVICES
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, RESEARCH PROJECTS
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, RESEARCH PROJECTS
	TIMBER ROYALTIES
	REGIONAL PARKS, LEGISLATION AND MANAGEMENT
	INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION, DELAYS IN DETERMINATIONS
	FORESTS AND FORESTRY, LOGGING
	GOODS AND SERVICES TAX, GOVERNMENT GRANTS
	REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, SCIENTISTS
	COMMUNITY SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITIES FUND APPLICATIONS
	SPORT DEVOLUTION SCHEME
	SPORT GRANTS, FUNDING CUT
	WOMEN'S REFUGES, NUMBER AND FUNDING
	MINISTERIAL STAFF, BUSINESS CLASS TRAVEL
	WOMEN IN THE WORKPLACE
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, RECYCLING WARDENS
	TOURISM, REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE FUND
	COMMUNITY FACILITIES GRANTS PROGRAM
	INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION, LIMITED TERMS FOR COMMISSIONERS
	AIRLINES, FARE STRUCTURES DURING OLYMPIC GAMES
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, DETAILS OF CONSULTANCIES
	TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE
	TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE
	TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE
	TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE
	TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE
	FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S POLICY OFFICE, ESTABLISHMENT
	TOURISM, STATE-WIDE ACCESS PASS
	KALBARRI, SEALED AIRSTRIP
	FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES, EMERGENCY RELIEF FUNDING
	YOUTH, PROGRAMS IN REGIONAL AREAS
	RAILWAY SLEEPERS, TIMBER AND STEEL
	INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL EMPLOYEES HOUSING AUTHORITY, CHARGES AGAINST MR WILLIAM BLACKBURN
	TOM PRICE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL, GYMNASIUM
	SPEEDWAY, KWINANA
	PRIMARY SCHOOLS, COMPUTER SOFTWARE PACKAGES FOR TEACHERS
	SENIOR CARDS, REBATES POLICY
	MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION COSTS
	DEPARTMENT OF PRODUCTIVITY AND LABOUR RELATIONS, KARRATHA BRANCH CLOSURE
	WEDGE ISLAND, COASTAL HERITAGE VILLAGE
	FORESTS AND FORESTRY, REGROWTH KARRI AND MARRI
	FORESTS AND FORESTRY, INCREASED SOFTWOOD SAWLOG VOLUME
	WOODCHIP MILLs, ALBANY AND BUNBURY
	FAIR TRADING, UNCONSCIONABLE CONDUCT PROPOSAL
	SPORT AND RECREATION, MULTIPURPUSE STADIUM
	SPORT AND RECREATION, MULTIPURPOSE STADIUM
	SYDNEY OLYMPICS, ATTENDANCE BY MINISTERS
	SYDNEY OLYMPICS, ATTENDANCE BY MINISTERS
	SYDNEY OLYMPICS, ATTENDANCE BY MINISTERS
	EASTERN GOLDFIELDS HIGH SCHOOL, EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF STUDENTS
	MINING, "FLOW THROUGH" SHARES SYSTEM
	MINING, "FLOW THROUGH" SHARES SYSTEM
	DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT, RESTRUCTURING
	HOSPITALS AND HEALTH SERVICES, BUDGETS IN COUNTRY AREAS
	MINISTRY OF SPORT AND RECREATION, RESTRUCTURING
	MINISTRY OF SPORT AND RECREATION, BUDGET CUTS
	COMMISSIONER OF THE OFFICE OF WATER REGULATION
	SCHOOLS, STUDENT ABSENCES
	TOURISM SIGNAGE BOOSTER PROGRAM, FUNDING
	CONVENTION AND EXHIBITION CENTRE, EVALUATION
	CONVENTION AND EXHIBITION CENTRE, TENDER COSTS
	AQUATIC CENTRE, ROCKINGHAM
	ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
	ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, JAPAN
	ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, CHINA
	ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, THAILAND
	ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, MALAYSIA
	ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, GERMANY
	ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, CANADA
	ELLE MACPHERSON ADVERTISEMENTS, FRANCE
	EYRE HIGHWAY, FRASER RANGE AND CAIGUNA WEST SECTIONS
	SOUTH WEST HEALTH CAMPUS, COST OF CONSTRUCTION
	NORTH WEST CAPE, PROJECT DIRECTOR
	EXMOUTH, REPAIRS TO CYCLONE-DAMAGED PROPERTY
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD
	WESTRAIL, CENTRALISATION OF TRAIN CONTROL FUNCTION
	WESTRAIL PASSENGERS, FARE EVASION
	WESTRAIL PASSENGERS, FARE EVASION
	ROADS, WYNDHAM SPUR UPGRADE CONTRACT
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, GRANTS, LOANS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
	ALINTAGAS, SPONSORSHIPS TO COMMUNITY GROUPS
	WESTERN POWER, SPONSORSHIPS TO COMMUNITY GROUPS
	HOSPITAL BUDGETS, PEEL, JOONDALUP AND BUNBURY
	OAKAJEE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HERITAGE MANAGEMENT PLAN TENDER
	SPORT BETTING ACCOUNT, GUIDELINES FOR APPLICATIONS
	COMMUNITY SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITIES FUND, IMPACT OF GOODS AND SERVICES TAX
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	STUDENT TRANSPORTATION, COST
	FREIGHT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM, NANUTARRA BRIDGES UPGRADE
	ROAD SAFETY COUNCIL, ADVERTISING CONTRACT
	WORLD DANCE CONGRESS, NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
	ELECTORATE OFFICERS CONFERENCE, COSTS
	HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST
	HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST
	HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST
	HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST
	HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST
	PORT HEDLAND-MARBLE BAR ROAD, BITUMINISATION
	LNG EXPORT
	SMALL BUSINESS, GOODS AND SERVICES TAX
	CALM EMPLOYEES, FIXED TERM CONTRACTS
	CALM, BUSH RANGERS PROGRAM
	SOILS AIN'T SOILS, PERMIT CONTRAVENTION
	JOONDALUP CITY, INCENTIVE PACKAGE
	WESTRAIL, REDEPLOYEES' RELOCATION EXPENSES
	MS GRETA VOM BERG, ALINTAGAS EMPLOYMENT
	HOSPITALS, POWER BLACKOUT DURING STRIKE
	SEXUAL ASSAULT RESOURCE CENTRE, STAFF NUMBERS AND SERVICES
	COMBAT SPORTS, HITCHEN REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS
	JOONDALUP HOSPITAL, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT SURGICAL PROCEDURES
	HOSPITALS, RECRUITMENT DURING STAFFING MORATORIUM
	JOONDALUP HOSPITAL, YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE
	MULTICULTURAL LIAISON OFFICERS
	SPECIAL LANGUAGE SCHOOLS AND LIVING IN HARMONY PROGRAM
	YVONNE RATE, MEMBERSHIP OF SPORTING COMMITTEES OR BOARDS
	WA TOURISM COMMISSION WEB SITE
	ROYAL LIFE SAVING SOCIETY, MR ALEX McKENZIE
	TOURISM, ROAD SIGNAGE
	TOURISM, BUNBURY
	TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE
	TOURISM, KALGOORLIE
	TOURISM, GERALDTON
	TOURISM, CARNARVON
	TOURISM, BLACKWOOD RIVER REGION
	CSBP, LEAK DETECTION MONITORING SYSTEMS
	HOSPITALS, CATERING SERVICES REVIEW
	WESTERN POWER, WESTFIELD PROMOTION CAMPAIGN
	ALINTAGAS, WORKPLACE AGREEMENTS
	HOSPITALS, POWER BLACKOUT DURING STRIKE
	WESTERN POWER, DELAYS IN ENTERPRISE BARGAINING
	DANGEROUS GOODS TRANSPORTATION
	MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, SECTION 9 COMPLIANCE
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE
	PRISON SERVICES BUDGET
	MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, SELECTION PROCESSES
	MINISTRY OF JUSTICE, CUSTODIAL INSPECTION TEAM
	MINES SAFETY INSPECTORATE
	 MR IAN LAURENCE, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS
	MR BARRY MacKINNON, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS
	MR PETER BACICH, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS
	MR GRAHAM MOSS, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS
	CHANNEL 31
	BELVIDERE SUBDIVISION, REPORT ON OIL LEAK
	DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES, VAN AALST FAMILY
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING
	CHILD PROTECTION COUNCIL, ESTABLISHMENT
	REGISTRY OF THE WA INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION, TELEPHONE CALLS MONITORING
	REGISTRY OF THE WA INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMISSION, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
	CHAMBER OF MINERALS AND ENERGY, CLAIMS ABOUT ECONOMIC GROWTH IN WA
	MINISTER FOR ENERGY, COMMENT ON INVESTMENT IN MINING AND DOWNSTREAM PROCESSING
	REGIONAL PURCHASING COMPACT
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, SELECTION PROCEDURES AND REGIONAL PURCHASING COMPACT
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IMPACT OF LONG-TERM CONTRACTS ON SMALL BUSINESSES IN REGIONAL AREAS
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IMPACT OF LONG-TERM CONTRACTS ON SMALL BUSINESSES IN REGIONAL AREAS
	CHANNEL 31
	CHANNEL 31
	CHANNEL 31
	CHANNEL 31
	CHANNEL 31
	REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, REDUNDANCY PAYMENTS AND TRAINING PACKAGES
	SPEEDING INFRINGEMENTS, NUMBER ISSUED
	MR BILL GRAYDEN, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS
	MR ROSS McLEAN, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS
	POLICE, SAFETY OF FOREST PROTESTORS
	POLICE, EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR SPONSORSHIP
	GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, AUSTRALIA POST BILL PAYING SERVICE
	GOODS AND SERVICES TAX, IMPACT ON COLES MYER AND SMALL BUSINESS
	SEWERAGE, NORTHCLIFFE
	SMALL BUSINESS, HAY STREET, IRWIN STREET AND BARRACK STREET, PERTH
	POLICE VEHICLES, SATELLITE-OPERATED COMPUTERS
	TEACHERS' SALARIES
	LOCAL AREA EDUCATION PLANNING, BUNBURY
	SCHOOLS, GREATER BUNBURY REGION
	HEALTH INSURANCE COMMISSION, COMMISSIONER FOR HEALTH
	POLICE, HIGH SPEED PURSUIT VEHICLES
	WATER RESOURCES, CHEMICALS
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000
	FINES 2000 SYSTEM
	FREMANTLE SILOS, HERITAGE LISTING
	TRIGG HERITAGE COTTAGES
	DENMARK AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, HERITAGE LISTING
	PERTH BERKLEY FLATS, HERITAGE LISTING
	GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, RESERVE PRICES

	 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
	ALINTAGAS AND WESTRAIL, PRIVATISATION
	WESTERN POWER AND ALINTAGAS, PRIVATISATION PLANS
	ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, VISIT BY FEDERAL MINISTER
	PROSTITUTION, LEGISLATION
	E-COMMERCE, ADVANTAGES TO REGIONAL BUSINESSES
	PETRELIS, ANDREW, POLICE ACCESS TO INFORMATION
	SPINAL CORD INJURIES
	PETRELIS, ANDREW, ACCESS TO INFORMATION
	PETRELIS, ANDREW, RELEASE OF INFORMATION
	HARVEY RAILWAY STATION, MODIFICATION
	LEIGHTON SHORES DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY PROTEST
	LEIGHTON SHORES DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING PROCESSES
	CALGON WATER TREATMENT PLANT, TWO ROCKS
	MOTOR SPORT COMPLEX, KWINANA


